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It is a hard season, and it continues to be. But I don't resent where I am. With all 
my heart, I believe this is where I am meant to be, and where I want to be.

The quick succession, timing and intensity of these events in my life began to feel 
like part of God’s plan for me.

It was then that I found solace in the Bible, just as life felt cracked wide open. And 
yet, in that brokenness, I noticed what I’d missed before—God actually draws 
close to people whose hearts are shattered (Psalm 34:18). When I ran out of my 
own strength, I learned how much I could lean on His:

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

The Bible became more than something I was trying to understand. It became 
something I needed, even a passion. I honestly cannot imagine where I would be 
now without it.

Caring for my mother meant I couldn’t run from thing to thing anymore, and I like 
to be busy. It also meant that I didn’t have as much time or access to friends, 
especially as I now lived in a new area. Life slowed down, and income dropped to 
just enough to cover bare necessities.

But in that quiet, a new door opened.

I started volunteering as a driver—just helping elderly and vulnerable people who 
simply needed a lift—and, in many cases, a lift in more ways than one. I also 
started sharing my faith. It’s a small thing, but it felt right—my passengers lifted 
me as much as I lifted them, and I felt comfortable sharing my faith.

James reminds us that caring for those in need is an important expression of faith 
(James 1:27).

That volunteering drew me back to church, and—probably for the first time ever—
I found myself having real conversations with God. Not just polite, thank-you 
prayers that I had always done, but honest ones where I was asking for help. I no 
longer felt guilty about asking God for help, as though doing so somehow meant I 
didn't trust the path God had given me.

I was forming a relationship with God.

And something shifted. I started to realise that God doesn't just help; He guides 
us, and I was beginning to learn to listen (Proverbs 3:5–6). I also started seeing 
the Bible not simply as a set of instructions, but as a guide for how to live.

I also began to see something about Christian fellowship that I hadn't really 
considered before.

Human beings naturally form communities. We make friends, find people we are 
comfortable with, and over time those friendships become established. There is 
nothing wrong with that. But Scripture calls us to something beyond simply 
gathering with the people we already know.
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PREFACE
First, thanks for picking up this book. If there is anything good in these pages, give 
credit to God; anything weak or flawed, that’s on me. I wrote this out of 
gratitude—a small way to give back, hoping maybe it lights the path for someone 
else, just like Scripture has done for me:

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

My journey to faith wasn’t in a moment of crisis, in despair, or some dramatic 
story. No lightning bolts, no instant conversion. Honestly, it was more like water 
slowly carving its path over time.

Back at University, nearly 40 years ago, my friends were genuinely fired up about 
their faith and invited me along. They, and their invitation for me to believe there 
is a God, are the reason I got baptised. It wasn’t about church pressure; I just knew 
I wanted what they had, even if I didn’t truly understand what it was. But one 
thing was becoming clear to me: I was experiencing something I came to 
understand as the work of the Holy Spirit.

After University, the real world arrived. For years, my faith stayed quiet and 
private. I said the Lord’s Prayer every day. I tried to live with an open hand and 
hoped God had a plan for me, especially when life made no sense. I tried never to 
judge others too quickly, because I could never know the whole story or what was 
in another person's heart. God alone sees all things and judges perfectly.

Still, I rarely set foot in church. My life was busy, and I worked most Sundays. I also 
hardly knew anyone who talked about their faith openly.

I tried reading the Bible, but wrestling with the King James Version just felt 
impossible. When I was baptised, there wasn’t the choice of Bibles we have today. 
Sure, I believed there was something bright and life-giving in its words. I wasn't 
rejecting the King James Bible. I simply couldn't understand much of its language.

Then, a couple of years ago, everything shifted.

I lost my job in a way that wasn’t fair. My father passed away—not long after 
celebrating sixty years with my mother. My son was also close to a breakdown—
he had been working too hard. Soon after that, I moved into my mother’s home 
so that I could care for her.

I believe Scripture calls us to care for our own (1 Timothy 5:8), and there are times 
when that responsibility has to come before my ability to attend church. Leaving 
my mother to attend church is not always safe, and that has made regular 
attendance difficult.

This has never been a rejection of the Church or of Christian fellowship. Quite the 
opposite. My heart is entirely with God, and I genuinely believe that caring for my 
mother is where God wants me to be. She is slowly losing her hearing and vision, 
with Alzheimer’s taking away more of who she is each day.



My own circumstances have sometimes left me on the edge of those 
established friendships. Even when I am able to attend church or volunteer, I 
often have responsibilities waiting for me at home. Sometimes I have to leave 
as soon as I can. At other times, I stay longer than I should because there is 
work that needs doing before I can return home.

I don't want that to be mistaken for being unfriendly or uninterested. Quite 
the opposite. I want fellowship. I want friendship. I want to feel that I belong.

This experience has taught me to be cautious about judging what I see in 
another person. I may see someone who does not stay, does not talk much, or 
seems distant, but I cannot know the circumstances behind what I see. God 
sees the whole story; I see only a small part of it.

That does not mean we should never exercise discernment. There are times 
when we need to recognise what is right and wrong, protect ourselves or 
others, and act when something is clearly harmful. But I believe we should be 
very slow to turn an observation into an assumption, an assumption into a 
judgement, and a judgement into exclusion. This has become clearer, while 
studying the Bible.

There may be someone standing on the edge of a church who desperately 
wants to belong. There may be someone carrying a burden that nobody else 
knows about. There may be someone searching for God who is quietly 
watching how Christians treat one another.

And that matters.

There are already enough barriers between people and God without Christians 
unintentionally creating more.

Jesus gives us a powerful picture of this in the parable of the lost sheep. The 
shepherd has ninety-nine sheep, but when one goes astray, he goes looking for 
it. The ninety-nine are not unimportant. But neither is the one.

That image has stayed with me.

If someone is struggling to understand Scripture, perhaps we should not simply 
assume that they will eventually find their way. If someone is standing on the 
edge of a Christian community, perhaps we should not simply accept that they 
are outside it. If someone appears distant, perhaps we should remember that 
we do not know their whole story.

Sometimes all that is needed is for someone to notice them, make room for 
them, and make sure they are not quietly left on the outside.

I don't say any of this as a criticism of the Church, and I certainly don't claim 
to have all the answers. I say it because Scripture has made me increasingly 
aware that following Christ changes not only our relationship with God, but 
also the way we see and treat other people.

Perhaps that is one of the things God has been teaching me through this 
season:

I cannot know another person's whole story, but I can choose not to become 
another barrier in their way.

So, I decided to really read the Bible, cover to cover.

My memory has always been atrocious, so I started typing out every verse, 
hoping the hands-on effort would help me absorb the words more effectively. 
Next to each King James verse, I wrote out what I thought it meant in plain 
English and started researching to gain more clarity.

Partly, I did it because I’d missed years of church teaching, and because I had 
put down the Bible in the past because of the frustration of not understanding 
more clearly the words that I read. But mostly, I did it for my son—he’s 
autistic, he’s exhausted, and as his father, I wanted to understand Scripture 
well enough to explain it to him. So, I decided to tackle my frustration with the 
Bible head-on.

Breaking it down for him became my main reason for all this—a way to do what 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7 calls us to:

“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children…”

After I finished the first chunk, I showed it to my pastor because I wanted to 
be sure I hadn’t missed the mark. He encouraged me greatly and told me to 
keep going.

So, I did.

Book by book, it grew, and I kept one thing front and centre:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
it” (Habakkuk 2:2).

“Let me be clear about what this is, and what it’s not.”
This is not a rewrite of the Bible, or any sort of replacement for it. Scripture is 
the foundation:

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

I haven't altered the Scripture itself. Every King James verse is there in full, so 
you can clearly see what is Scripture and what is my attempt to explain it. What 
I have written alongside it is simply plain-English meaning and explanation—for 
people who are new to the Bible, even the young, to help them move towards 
understanding what is being said.

“Call it a companion, not a substitute. I call it Bible:Essence Project 
as it is simply that, the essence of the Bible.”
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That line matters to me. I’ve tried to make the language simpler, not shrink the 
meaning. Where a verse is difficult to put into plain English, or where faithful 
Christians have understood it in more than one way, I try to say so rather than 
pretend there is only one possible interpretation.

This isn’t a new idea. In Nehemiah 8:8, the Levites read God's law and then 
explained it so everyone could understand. When Philip came across the 
Ethiopian man in Acts 8, that man admitted he couldn't understand Scripture 
without help. And Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:

“Unless you speak words that are easy to understand, how will anyone know 
what you’re saying?” (1 Corinthians 14:9).

Helping people understand Scripture has always been part of the life of God's 
people. I'm simply trying, in a very small way, to do the same.

There are many Bible studies and guides written by people who have a passion 
for God and a desire to share what they have learned. I make no claim to be 
different in that respect. I am simply another person who has found something 
in Scripture that I want others to have the opportunity to discover.

I didn’t write this as a scholar, and I don’t expect you to read it as though you’re 
taking a course. I’m simply an ordinary person whose faith deepened later in life, 
who still gets stuck on difficult passages, and who wanted to find a way into 
Scripture—for myself, for my son, and perhaps for you too.

Perhaps coming to a deeper understanding later in life has given me a 
perspective that can help someone else who is only just beginning that journey.

I’m not claiming to have all the answers, and I certainly don’t want you to take 
my explanations as a substitute for Scripture. Please check what I’ve written 
against the Scripture alongside it, and where something is difficult or open to 
more than one interpretation, I will try to say so.

My hope is not that you take my word for anything, but that my efforts might 
help you engage with God's Word for yourself.

If you already know the Bible well, I hope you'll forgive the simplicity of some of 
the explanations. They aren't written because I think Scripture is simple, but 
because I remember what it felt like when it wasn't.

And if you find that I've misunderstood something, I hope you'll test my words 
against Scripture, as I have tried to do myself.

I’m not looking for money or recognition. Most of these last few years, I’ve been 
caring for my mother and using whatever spare time I could find to chip away at 
this project. In a strange way, the two have gone hand in hand.

My prayer is that these efforts, offered to God, will do the quiet work in your 
heart that His Word began in mine.

I’m trusting, as Isaiah says, that God's word never returns empty—it always does 
what He intends (Isaiah 55:11).

Honestly, my hope is simple:

“That these pages help you move from feeling stuck with the text to beginning 
to understand it—and that, somewhere along that journey, you encounter 
God, as I did.

I hope you come to feel the love of the Bible as I do, and feel blessed by the 
wisdom of God’s Word as it shines through its pages.

I am con�nually in awe of the Bible. Although it was wri�en more than 2,000 
years ago, the wisdom it contains is just as relevant today as it has ever been—
and, perhaps more than ever, that wisdom is needed now in our world.”
And if that happens for even one person, then all the �me and effort that went into these 
pages will have been worth it.

Don’t worry if you struggle like me to remember Bible verses. Be assured that as you read, 
the verses will enter your heart, soul — and even your bones!

May God bless you, and may His Word do in your heart what it has done in mine. Amen.

Methodology Declara�on:

The research for this Bible Study was conducted using a variety of sources, 
including Bible study plans available through YouVersion, other Bible study books, 
websites, and AI tools.

AI was used as a research and reference tool, rather than as a means of 
genera�ng the Bible Study itself. Where AI was used, I used a pla�orm that 
allowed me to submit the same prompts to mul�ple AI models and compare their 
responses. I then analysed and cross-referenced the informa�on provided, with 
the aim of iden�fying inaccuracies, inconsistencies, or poten�al AI 
“hallucina�ons.”

The research from these various sources, including the AI-assisted research, 
helped me to develop my understanding of the subjects discussed and influenced 
some of my thinking. However, the content and wording presented in this Bible 
Study were wri�en by me, based on my own understanding, analysis, and 
interpreta�on of the research.

If you’ve enjoyed what this Bible study has revealed to you, why not visit my website, 
where you’ll find many more resources that reveal the wonder and awe of the Bible? 
www.root-to-fruit.faith
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Chapter Summary: Ruth 1

Chapter 1 introduces us to Naomi, an Israelite woman from Bethlehem, whose family moves to 
the foreign land of Moab because of a severe famine in Judah. Tragically, her husband and then 
both of her sons die while they are living there, leaving Naomi and her two Moabite daughters-in-
law, Orpah and Ruth, as widows. When Naomi hears that the famine has ended back in Judah, 
she decides to return home. She tries to persuade her daughters-in-law to stay in Moab, urging 
them to find new husbands among their own people. Orpah eventually leaves, but Ruth makes an 
incredibly powerful promise to stay with Naomi, declaring her loyalty to Naomi's people and God. 
The chapter concludes with Naomi and Ruth arriving in Bethlehem, where the townspeople greet 
them with mixed emo�ons, and Naomi expresses her deep grief, asking to be called "Mara" 
(meaning "bi�er") instead of Naomi (meaning "pleasant").

1:1 (KJV) Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in 
the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he, and his wife, and his two sons.
(B:E Project) This story is set in the �me when Israel was led by "judges" (local leaders, 
before there were kings). There was a famine in the land, so a man from Bethlehem in 
Judah took his wife and two sons and went to live for a while in the country of Moab.

Context: The "judges" period (roughly 1200-1000 BCE) was a turbulent era in Israel's 
history with no central king, marked by repeated cycles of crisis. Bethlehem literally 
means "house of bread", so it's a bi�er irony that this family has to leave it because there 
isn't any - forcing them to become economic migrants in Moab, a neighbouring but 
o�en rival na�on.
Meaning: This opens the whole story with an ordinary, relatable crisis: a family forced to 
leave home because there isn't enough food. It isn't a tale about kings or heroics, but 
about survival, migra�on and hard choices - the kind faced throughout history and 
today. Se�ng it against a backdrop of na�onal instability signals that this is really a story 
about how ordinary people hold together, or don't, when life gets difficult.
Lesson: When the ground beneath you gives way — famine, loss of work, upheaval — it 
is not a sign that you have fallen out of favor with the Father. Elimelech's family did what 
was necessary to survive, and I do not condemn people for seeking bread in unfamiliar 
country. Trust that I go with you into the strange land, not only the familiar one.
See Also: Genesis 12:10 - Abram likewise leaves the promised land for Egypt because of 
famine, showing this is a recurring, not shameful, pa�ern; Ma�hew 2:13-14 - Joseph 
flees with the infant Jesus to Egypt out of necessity, another holy family displaced for 
survival.

     CHAPTER 1
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Book Summary: Ruth
The Book of Ruth tells a heartwarming story of 
devo�on and God's unseen guidance, set during a 
challenging period in ancient Israel when judges 
governed the land. It focuses on a young woman 
from Moab named Ruth, who shows incredible 
loyalty to her widowed mother-in-law, Naomi, 
a�er both their husbands die. Together, they leave 
their home in Moab and return to Naomi's 
hometown of Bethlehem. In Bethlehem, Ruth's 
unwavering character and hard work capture the 
a�en�on of a kind and wealthy rela�ve of Naomi's, 
named Boaz. Through a series of events guided by 
custom and divine providence, Boaz becomes 
Ruth's husband and a "kinsman-redeemer," 
restoring Naomi's family line and providing a 
future for Ruth. Their son, Obed, ul�mately 
becomes the grandfather of King David, placing 
Ruth directly in the ancestry of Jesus Christ. The 
book beau�fully illustrates themes of faithfulness, 
God's care for those in need, and the power of 
selfless love, even for outsiders.



(B:E Project) The sons married women from Moab - one named Orpah, the other Ruth 
- and the family lived there for about ten years.

Context: Intermarriage with Moabites was culturally and religiously fraught for Israelites 
(see Deuteronomy 23:3), which ma�ers later in the story. Ten years is a long stretch of 
�me - long enough that Moab has, in prac�ce, become home.
Meaning: The story introduces its two other key women without judgement, simply as 
people the sons chose to marry. Whatever tension might have existed around marrying 
outside the community, the text doesn't dwell on it here - Ruth and Orpah are simply 
treated as full, valued members of the family from this point on.
Lesson: These sons marry outside their own people, crossing a line many in Israel viewed 
with suspicion — and I do not rebuke them for it here. Love that reaches across ethnic 
and religious boundaries has always been part of my plan, long before I made it explicit 
that there is neither Jew nor Greek in me. Do not let inherited prejudice tell you who is 
off-limits to love.
See Also: Acts 10:28,34-35 - Peter learns God shows no par�ality between peoples, 
echoing this cross-cultural marriage; Gala�ans 3:28 - there is neither Jew nor Greek, for 
all are one in Christ.

1:5 (KJV) And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was le� of her two 
sons and her husband.
(B:E Project) Then Mahlon and Chilion also died, both of them, leaving the woman 
without her two sons or her husband.

Context: This is the darkest turn in the opening chapter: within a single verse, Naomi 
loses her husband and both sons, leaving her a childless widow in a foreign land with two 
foreign daughters-in-law.
Meaning: This verse is the low point of the whole opening chapter. In a world where a 
woman's survival depended on male rela�ves, Naomi has lost everyone who could 
provide for her. It's an almost unbearable weight of grief and insecurity - and it's the 
situa�on the rest of the book has to somehow answer.
Lesson: Naomi now loses everything a person can lose — husband, both children — and 
Scripture does not rush past her grief to a �dy lesson. I do not ask you to explain away 
your worst losses either. Sit in the truth of them; I sit there with you before anything gets 
redeemed.
See Also: Job 1:20-21 - Job's raw response to total loss, worshipping without denying his 
grief; John 11:35 - Jesus wept at Lazarus's tomb, refusing to rush past sorrow even when 
resurrec�on was near.

1:6 (KJV) Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country 
of Moab: for she had heard in the country of Moab how that the LORD had visited his 
people in giving them bread.

1:2 (KJV) And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they 
came into the country of Moab, and con�nued there.
(B:E Project) The man's name was Elimelech, his wife was Naomi, and his two sons were 
Mahlon and Chilion. They belonged to the Ephrathite clan from Bethlehem in Judah. 
They arrived in Moab and se�led there.

Context: Naming each family member individually shows we're meant to see them as 
real people, not background figures - Naomi in par�cular will become the story's central 
character. "Ephrathite" links the family to a well-known clan associated with Bethlehem.
Meaning: Names carry meaning throughout this story, as we'll see clearly with Naomi 
later, so pausing to name everyone here signals that each person's iden�ty and fate 
ma�ers. It also grounds the story in specifics - not "a family", but this family - which 
makes what happens to them next land harder.
Lesson: No�ce that this story pauses to name everyone — the father, the mother, both 
sons. No one is a footnote to me. Whatever hardship reshapes your life, you are never 
processed as a sta�s�c in my eyes; I hold your name, your history, and the place you 
came from with the same tenderness Scripture gives Elimelech's ordinary family.
See Also: Isaiah 43:1 - I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine, God's personal 
claim on the ordinary; Luke 12:6-7 - the very hairs of your head are numbered, echoing 
this same a�en�veness to individuals.

1:3 (KJV) And Elimelech Naomi’s husband died; and she was le�, and her two sons.
(B:E Project) Then Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died, leaving her with her two sons.

Context: In this culture a widow's economic security depended almost en�rely on her 
husband, and a�er him, her sons. Elimelech's death is the first of several losses Naomi is 
about to suffer, all while living far from home.
Meaning: This is the first crack in the family's stability. Losing a husband in a foreign 
country, cut off from her own community and support network, leaves Naomi 
vulnerable - but she s�ll has her sons for now. The story is quietly building toward a far 
heavier loss.
Lesson: Naomi's sudden widowhood in a foreign land is the kind of vulnerability I ask my 
people to no�ce and answer, not ignore. If you are the one le� exposed by loss, know 
that I count you among those I especially defend. If you are not, let this verse train your 
eyes toward whoever nearby has just lost their covering.
See Also: James 1:27 - pure religion is to visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic�on, 
a direct charge built on stories like Naomi's; Psalm 68:5 - God as a father of the 
fatherless, and a judge of the widows.

1:4 (KJV) And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, 
and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years.
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(B:E Project) Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go back, each of you, to your 
own mother's home. May the LORD treat you as kindly as you've treated your husbands 
who died, and me."

Context: Partway on the journey, Naomi stops and urges the two younger women to 
turn back to Moab rather than con�nue with her - the first of several a�empts to release 
them from any obliga�on to her.
Meaning: This is a remarkably generous, selfless act. Naomi has every reason to want 
company and support on a hard journey, yet she puts their wellbeing above her own 
need, urging them toward the security of their own families and culture. It's love that lets 
go rather than clings.
Lesson: Naomi, in the middle of her own devasta�on, s�ll thinks first of what is good for 
Orpah and Ruth and urges them toward it, even though it means losing their company. 
This is love that seeks the other person's good over its own comfort — the same love I 
ask of you when you are tempted to hold people close for your own sake rather than 
release them toward what serves them.
See Also: John 15:13 - greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends; 1 Corinthians 13:5 - charity seeketh not her own.

1:9 (KJV) The LORD grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 
Then she kissed them; and they li�ed up their voice, and wept.
(B:E Project) "May the LORD grant that each of you finds security in a new marriage." 
Then she kissed them goodbye, and they wept loudly.

Context: "Rest" here means the safety and provision that came with remarriage in this 
society - Naomi is wishing them a genuinely stable future, not just comfort. The raw 
farewell shows the depth of affec�on built up over ten years together.
Meaning: Naomi's blessing is prac�cal as much as emo�onal - she wants them properly 
provided for, not just sen�mentally cared about. The grief in this scene is a reminder 
these aren't abstract figures following social custom; they're people who love each 
other and are facing a genuinely painful par�ng.
Lesson: Naomi blesses them, kisses them, and then all three women weep openly and 
loudly in the road. I never ask you to perform strength you do not feel. Grief shared out 
loud, without shame, is not weakness — it is honesty, and honesty before others and 
before me is always welcome.
See Also: Romans 12:15 - weep with them that weep; John 11:35 - Jesus himself weeps, 
giving dignity to open grief.

1:10 (KJV) And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee unto thy people.
(B:E Project) They said to her, "No - we want to go with you, to your people."

(B:E Project) So Naomi decided to leave Moab and return home with her daughters-in-
law, because she had heard that back in Judah, God had provided for his people again by 
ending the famine.

Context: News has reached Moab that the famine men�oned in verse 1 is over. This is 
the turning point that sets the return journey - and the rest of the book - in mo�on.
Meaning: A�er a string of losses, this is the first hopeful note: somewhere, things have 
changed for the be�er, and Naomi decides to act rather than stay frozen in grief. It's a 
small but real example of resilience - responding to a glimmer of opportunity even a�er 
devasta�ng loss.
Lesson: The moment Naomi hears that bread has returned to Judah, she gets up and 
moves toward it. Hope does not stay abstract for long in my kingdom — real news of my 
provision should put your feet in mo�on. Do not wait for every ques�on answered 
before you take the first step home.
See Also: Luke 15:18 - the prodigal son says 'I will arise and go to my father,' decisive 
movement born of remembered mercy; Psalm 107:9 - he sa�sfieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness.

1:7 (KJV) Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, and her two daughters 
in law with her; and they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah.
(B:E Project) So she le� the place where she had been living, and her two daughters-in-
law went with her, and they set out on the road back to Judah.

Context: This verse simply narrates the start of the journey - all three women se�ng off 
together, walking away from Moab toward Bethlehem. It sets up the roadside 
conversa�on that follows.
Meaning: This is a quiet but significant moment: all three women ini�ally choose to stay 
together and travel as one. It shows that the bond between them wasn't just a formality 
- Orpah and Ruth are willing, at least at first, to leave their own homeland for Naomi's 
sake.
Lesson: No�ce that Orpah and Ruth do not have to go with Naomi — grief and hardship 
have already bound them together, and that bond carries them onto the road. Real love 
shows itself less in words than in whose road you choose to walk when it costs you 
something. Let the people you have suffered alongside ma�er enough to you that you 
keep walking with them.
See Also: Gala�ans 6:2 - bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ; 
Ruth 1:16-17 - the vow that will soon grow directly out of this shared journey.

1:8 (KJV) And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother’s 
house: the LORD deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me.
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Meaning: She's essen�ally saying: even in the best-case, unrealis�c scenario, the maths 
s�ll doesn't work in their favour. It shows Naomi thinking clearly and caringly about their 
long-term wellbeing, not just what would comfort her in the moment.
Lesson: Naomi walks Orpah and Ruth through the plain math of her situa�on rather 
than le�ng them cling to an impossible hope. Some�mes the most loving thing you can 
do for someone is to name reality clearly, even a painful reality, instead of le�ng them 
build their future on wishful thinking.
See Also: Luke 14:31-32 - the king who first considers whether he is able, a call to sober 
realism; 1 Corinthians 13:6 - love rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.

1:13 (KJV) Would ye tarry for them �ll they were grown? would ye stay for them from having 
husbands? nay, my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of 
the LORD is gone out against me.
(B:E Project) "Would you wait for them to grow up? Would you put off marrying anyone 
else that long? No, my daughters - it hurts me deeply, for your sake, that the LORD's 
hand has turned against me."

Context: Naomi finishes her argument for why the two women should return to Moab, 
then names her own suffering directly - she sees her circumstances as misfortune that 
has struck her personally.
Meaning: Naomi voices something many people feel in hard �mes: that life itself has 
turned against them. What's striking is that even in this pain, her concern is s�ll for the 
younger women's futures rather than her own comfort - genuine care doesn't vanish 
just because someone is grieving.
Lesson: Even while unpacking her own grief, Naomi says it grieves her 'for your sakes' — 
her a�en�on stays fixed on what this costs Ruth and Orpah, not only on her own pain. 
This is considerateness at its most costly: staying tender toward others' needs while you 
yourself are breaking. I no�ce and honor that kind of selflessness in suffering.
See Also: Philippians 2:4 - look not every man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others; Job 6:14 - to him that is afflicted pity should be shewed from his 
friend.

1:14 (KJV) And they li�ed up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; 
but Ruth clave unto her.
(B:E Project) They wept loudly again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, 
but Ruth held on �ghtly to her.

Context: This is the moment the two daughters-in-law's paths diverge: Orpah accepts 
Naomi's advice and turns back toward Moab, while Ruth refuses to let go.
Meaning: Neither choice is cri�cised in the text - Orpah's decision to return to her own 
family and culture is sensible and understandable. But Ruth's choice to cling on, against 

Context: This is Orpah and Ruth's immediate response to Naomi's a�empt to send them 
home - both ini�ally refuse and insist on staying with her.
Meaning: At this point, both women are equally devoted - the story hasn't yet 
dis�nguished between them. It sets up the contrast to come: two people can start from 
exactly the same loyalty and s�ll end up making different, equally understandable 
choices.
Lesson: Both women answer Naomi with an immediate, unhedged 'no' — they will not 
abandon her. Loyalty like this, offered before it's convenient and before the cost is even 
known, is exactly the kind of commitment I treasure in my followers. Let your first 
ins�nct toward people you love be to stay, not to calculate an exit.
See Also: Proverbs 18:24 - there is a friend that s�cketh closer than a brother; Ruth 1:16 
- Ruth's fuller version of this same refusal, s�ll to come.

1:11 (KJV) And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye go with me? are there yet 
any more sons in my womb, that they may be your husbands?
(B:E Project) But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters. Why would you come with me? 
Do I have any more sons growing inside me who could become husbands for you?"

Context: Naomi refers to a custom, later called levirate marriage (see chapter 4 and 
Deuteronomy 25), where a widow could marry her late husband's brother to con�nue 
the family line. She's poin�ng out she has no more sons to offer them.
Meaning: Naomi is being bluntly realis�c about their prospects. This isn't emo�onal 
rejec�on - it's a hard-headed argument about their futures: staying with her offers them 
no real path to security, only more hardship.
Lesson: Naomi refuses to let Orpah and Ruth stay based on a false hope she cannot 
deliver — she tells them plainly she has no more sons to offer as husbands. I would 
rather you speak an uncomfortable truth to someone than let affec�on or fear of 
disappoin�ng them tempt you into vague promises. Honesty, even when it pushes 
people away, is a form of respect.
See Also: Luke 14:28 - count the cost before building, my own teaching on clear-eyed 
honesty about what a commitment truly requires; James 5:12 - let your yea be yea, and 
your nay, nay.

1:12 (KJV) Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to have an husband. If I 
should say, I have hope, if I should have an husband also to night, and should also bear 
sons;
(B:E Project) "Turn back, my daughters, go on your way. I'm too old to marry again. Even 
if I said there was hope - even if I married again tonight and had sons -"

Context: Naomi con�nues her argument, pushing the levirate-marriage logic to an 
almost absurd extreme to show just how hopeless it would be for them to wait for her.
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Meaning: This is one of the most powerful statements of chosen loyalty in the whole 
Bible. Ruth isn't bound to Naomi by blood, law, or self-interest - by any prac�cal measure 
she'd be be�er off going home. She chooses this bond anyway, commi�ng to Naomi's 
people, culture and beliefs as her own. It's a picture of love and commitment as a 
deliberate decision, not just a passing feeling - something you can choose to hold to even 
when it costs you real security.
Lesson: Ruth's vow — your people shall be my people, and your God my God — is not 
sen�ment, it is a total reordering of her iden�ty around love for another person and, 
through her, for the God of Israel. This is what following me looks like too: not 
admira�on from a distance, but binding your life, your home, and your worship to 
where I lead. Let your commitments cost you this much.
See Also: Luke 9:57-58 - a man says he will follow Jesus wherever he goes, and Jesus 
describes the cost of that kind of total commitment; Ma�hew 8:19-22 - further calls to 
unreserved discipleship that echo Ruth's total 'I will go.'

1:17 (KJV) Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and 
more also, if ought but death part thee and me.
(B:E Project) "Where you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD punish 
me severely if anything but death separates you and me."

Context: Ruth completes her vow with an oath formula common in the ancient world - 
calling down consequences on herself if she breaks her word - showing just how binding 
she intends this promise to be.
Meaning: This isn't a casual promise - it's the strongest kind of vow available in that 
culture, essen�ally "may I suffer if I don't keep this." It shows the total, uncondi�onal 
nature of Ruth's commitment: not un�l things get hard, not un�l something be�er 
comes along, but for life.
Lesson: Ruth's oath reaches past comfort and even past life itself — she binds herself to 
Naomi unto death and burial. Love that only lasts while it is easy is not yet the love I am 
forming in you; the love I ask for endures into hardship, aging, and loss, and does not 
look for the exit.
See Also: Song of Solomon 8:6 - love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel as the grave, the 
same intensity of devo�on; Ma�hew 16:24-25 - whosoever will lose his life for my sake 
shall find it, the paradox of costly, self-forge�ng loyalty.

1:18 (KJV) When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with her, then she le� 
speaking unto her.
(B:E Project) When Naomi saw that Ruth was firmly determined to go with her, she 
stopped trying to talk her out of it.

Context: This closes the roadside dialogue - Naomi accepts Ruth's decision as final, and 
the two con�nue the journey to Bethlehem together.

all the prac�cal advice she's just been given, marks her out as ac�ng from something 
deeper than obliga�on or convenience.
Lesson: Orpah kisses Naomi and turns back; Ruth clings and stays. Scripture does not 
condemn Orpah for her choice — both women act out of real love, and I do not ask you 
to judge the one who chooses differently than you would. What ma�ers here is that 
when Ruth's moment of decision comes, she chooses the harder, costlier road with her 
whole heart.
See Also: Luke 9:62 - no man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit 
for the kingdom of God, describing the kind of resolve Ruth shows; 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 
- love is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, a cau�on against judging Orpah's different 
choice.

1:15 (KJV) And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her 
gods: return thou a�er thy sister in law.
(B:E Project) Naomi said, "Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and her 
gods. Go back with her."

Context: Naomi makes one final push, poin�ng out that Orpah has returned not just to 
her family but to Moab's own religion, and urges Ruth to do the same.
Meaning: Naomi is being completely honest about what's really at stake - going with her 
means Ruth would be leaving behind her own religious and cultural iden�ty, not just her 
rela�ves. That makes Ruth's coming answer even more remarkable: she chooses this 
with full awareness of the cost.
Lesson: Naomi points Ruth back toward Orpah's path and even toward Orpah's gods, 
genuinely giving Ruth the freedom to leave. I never force love or loyalty on anyone — 
real devo�on has to be chosen freely, in full view of the easier alterna�ve, or it means 
very li�le. Let the people in your life choose you, rather than manipula�ng them into 
staying.
See Also: Joshua 24:15 - choose you this day whom ye will serve, Joshua laying out the 
same free choice before Israel; John 6:67 - Jesus asks the twelve, will ye also go away, 
refusing to compel their loyalty.

1:16 (KJV) And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following a�er thee: 
for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be 
my people, and thy God my God:
(B:E Project) But Ruth said, "Don't press me to leave you or turn back from following 
you. Wherever you go, I will go; wherever you se�le, I will se�le. Your people will be my 
people, and your God will be my God."

Context: This is the most famous line in the book of Ruth - a public, deliberate 
declara�on of loyalty spoken at the exact moment Naomi is trying hardest to release her 
from any obliga�on.
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Lesson: Naomi asks to be renamed Mara, 'bi�er,' and states plainly that she believes the 
Almighty has dealt harshly with her. I do not silence this kind of honesty or demand she 
pretend contentment she does not feel. Bring me your bi�erness by name; a 
rela�onship built on hidden pain heals slower than one built on the truth spoken aloud.
See Also: Psalm 42:9-11 - why art thou cast down, O my soul, an unflinching, ques�oning 
lament brought straight to God; Job 30:20-21 - Job's own accusa�on that God has 
turned to be cruel to him, given voice without punishment.

1:21 (KJV) I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye 
me Naomi, seeing the LORD hath tes�fied against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted 
me?
(B:E Project) "I le� here with plenty, and the LORD has brought me back with nothing. 
So why call me Naomi, when the LORD has turned against me and the Almighty has 
brought me such trouble?"

Context: Naomi contrasts "full" (a husband, two sons, presumably resources) with 
"empty" (a widow with no sons) - though she doesn't yet count Ruth, standing right 
beside her, among what she s�ll has.
Meaning: There's a poignant irony here the original audience would have caught 
immediately: Naomi calls herself "empty", yet Ruth - who has just sworn total loyalty to 
her - is standing right next to her. Grief can genuinely blind us to the good that's s�ll 
present, even when it's right beside us. The rest of the book will slowly reveal that Naomi 
isn't as empty as she feels.
Lesson: Naomi contrasts the fullness she le� with, and the emp�ness she returns with, 
refusing to so�en her account for the townspeople. I would rather you name your losses 
precisely than perform a peace you have not yet found. Grief spoken honestly is the 
doorway healing walks through, not a failure of faith.
See Also: Job 1:21 - the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, a parallel 
acknowledgment of loss a�ributed directly to God; Lamenta�ons 3:19-20 - 
remembering mine afflic�on and my misery, the wormwood and the gall.

1:22 (KJV) So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter in law, with her, which 
returned out of the country of Moab: and they came to Bethlehem in the beginning of 
barley harvest.
(B:E Project) So Naomi returned, and with her came Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-
law, back from the country of Moab. They arrived in Bethlehem just as the barley 
harvest was beginning.

Context: This closing verse repeats Ruth's foreign iden�ty ("the Moabitess") once more 
and adds a key prac�cal detail - their arrival coincides with the start of harvest season, 
se�ng up the ac�on of chapter 2.

Meaning: There's wisdom here too: knowing when someone's mind is genuinely made 
up, and respec�ng that rather than con�nuing to argue against it. Naomi has done her 
duty by making sure Ruth understood the true cost; now she lets Ruth's choice stand.
Lesson: Once Naomi sees that Ruth's mind is truly se�led, she stops arguing and lets her 
come. There is a moment in every rela�onship where con�nuing to push your own 
preference onto someone else's clear, freely-made decision stops being love and starts 
being control. Learn, as Naomi did, when to simply accept the choice that has been 
made.
See Also: Acts 21:13-14 - when Paul will not be dissuaded from going to Jerusalem, his 
friends finally say 'the will of the Lord be done' and cease urging him otherwise.

1:19 (KJV) So they two went un�l they came to Bethlehem. And it came to pass, when they 
were come to Bethlehem, that all the city was moved about them, and they said, Is this 
Naomi?
(B:E Project) So the two of them travelled on un�l they reached Bethlehem. When they 
arrived, the whole town was s�rred up over them, and the women said, "Can this really 
be Naomi?"

Context: Their arrival causes a s�r, presumably because Naomi looks so changed by 
grief, age and hardship a�er roughly a decade away that people can barely recognise 
her.
Meaning: The town's shocked reac�on shows just how much loss has changed Naomi - 
visibly, not only in her circumstances. It also shows a community that s�ll knows and 
remembers her, se�ng up the support she'll find back home.
Lesson: The whole town s�rs when Naomi returns, hardly recognizing the woman grief 
has remade her into. I want you to be the kind of community that no�ces when 
someone comes home changed by suffering — not to gossip about the difference, but 
to receive them with open a�en�on and welcome exactly as they now are.
See Also: Luke 15:20 - the father sees his returning son a great way off and runs to him, 
community and family no�cing and welcoming the one who returns changed.

1:20 (KJV) And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath 
dealt very bi�erly with me.
(B:E Project) She said to them, "Don't call me Naomi [meaning 'pleasant'] - call me Mara 
[meaning 'bi�er'], because the Almighty has treated me very bi�erly."

Context: Naomi's name means "pleasant" or "sweet"; she asks to be renamed "Mara", 
meaning "bi�er", speaking her grief out loud in front of the whole community.
Meaning: This is raw, honest grief spoken plainly, not hidden or dressed up. Naomi isn't 
performing composure - she's naming her pain directly, even laying the blame at God's 
door. There's something freeing in that honesty: real healing usually starts with 
admi�ng how bad things actually feel, rather than pretending to be fine.
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See Also: Jeremiah 29:11 - I know the thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of 
peace, and to give you an expected end; Ephesians 2:10 - good works which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.

2:2 (KJV) And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me now go to the field, and glean 
ears of corn a�er him in whose sight I shall find grace. And she said unto her, Go, my 
daughter.
(B:E Project) Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, "Let me go out to the fields and pick up 
the le�over grain behind whoever will allow me to." Naomi said, "Go ahead, my 
daughter."

Context: Ruth proposes to use "gleaning", a legal provision in Israelite law (Levi�cus 
19:9-10, Deuteronomy 24:19) that required landowners to leave the edges of their 
fields, and any dropped grain, for the poor, widows, orphans and foreigners to gather.
Meaning: Ruth takes the ini�a�ve to provide for both women through her own labour, 
rather than wai�ng to be rescued. It also shows an early social safety net at work: a law 
built specifically to give vulnerable people - including foreigners like Ruth - a dignified 
way to work for their food rather than simply beg for it.
Lesson: Ruth does not wait to be rescued — she asks permission to go glean, hoping to 
find favor in someone's sight. There is no shame in humble, prac�cal ini�a�ve when you 
are in need; go looking for the grace that is out there, and honor those over you, as Ruth 
honors Naomi, by asking rather than simply ac�ng alone.
See Also: Levi�cus 19:9-10 - the law commanding fields be le� ungleaned for the poor 
and the stranger, the very provision Ruth is relying on; James 4:6 - God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

2:3 (KJV) And she went, and came, and gleaned in the field a�er the reapers: and her hap 
was to light on a part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of 
Elimelech.
(B:E Project) So she went out and gleaned in the fields behind the harvesters, and as it 
happened, she ended up in the sec�on of field belonging to Boaz, who was from 
Elimelech's family.

Context: The phrase "her hap was to light on" literally means it happened by chance - 
Ruth doesn't yet know Boaz is a rela�ve; she simply picks a field to work in.
Meaning: The story is careful to call this "chance" - Ruth didn't engineer this mee�ng. It's 
a gentle sugges�on that ordinary, unplanned moments, like choosing which field to walk 
into, can end up ma�ering far more than we realise at the �me, without anyone forcing 
the outcome.
Lesson: Scripture calls it 'her hap' that Ruth lands in Boaz's field, but nothing about this 
story is truly random to me. When you are simply doing the next faithful, humble thing 

Meaning: The �ming here isn't incidental - arriving at harvest means there will be work 
available, along with a legal provision (gleaning, covered in the next chapter) that gives 
the poor a dignified way to gather food. Chapter 1 ends on grief, but this final detail 
quietly plants a seed of hope: opportunity is about to open up, even if Naomi can't see it 
yet.
Lesson: Naomi arrives home u�erly empty, yet the narrator quietly notes it is the very 
beginning of barley harvest — provision is already star�ng before she can see it. Even in 
your emp�est season, I am frequently already arranging the harvest that will meet your 
need; you simply have not walked far enough into the field yet to see it.
See Also: Ecclesiastes 3:1 - to every thing there is a season, and a �me to every purpose 
under the heaven; Psalm 126:5 - they that sow in tears shall reap in joy, the pa�ern this 
�ming quietly sets up.

Chapter Summary: Ruth 2

Chapter 2 opens with Naomi revealing that her late husband, Elimelech, has a wealthy rela�ve 
named Boaz. Ruth, wan�ng to support herself and Naomi, asks permission to go to the fields and 
gather le�over grain. By a stroke of luck, she ends up in a field belonging to Boaz. Boaz no�ces her, 
inquires about her, and, upon hearing of her loyalty to Naomi, shows her immense kindness. He 
tells her to stay in his field, protects her, offers her water and food, and even instructs his workers 
to deliberately leave extra grain for her. Ruth returns home with a significant amount of barley, 
and Naomi, recognising Boaz's generosity, realises he is a close family protector, or "kinsman-
redeemer." Ruth agrees to con�nue working in Boaz's fields through the en�re harvest season.

2:1 (KJV) And Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a mighty man of wealth, of the family 
of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.
(B:E Project) Naomi had a rela�ve on her husband's side, a wealthy and influen�al man 
from Elimelech's family, whose name was Boaz.

Context: This verse introduces Boaz before the narra�ve even brings Ruth to his fields - 
a storytelling technique that lets the reader know help is coming before the characters 
themselves realise it.
Meaning: The text tells us upfront that a solu�on to Naomi and Ruth's poverty already 
exists within their extended family, even though neither woman knows it yet. It's a 
reminder that resources and support can already be closer than we realise - what's 
needed next is for someone to actually go looking.
Lesson: Before Ruth ever sets foot in a field, the text tells you Boaz already exists — a 
wealthy, capable rela�ve already in place, already posi�oned to help. I am o�en working 
out your provision before you have even recognized your need. Your job is not to 
manufacture a rescue but to keep walking faithfully un�l you meet the one I have 
already prepared.

     CHAPTER 2
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(B:E Project) The foreman replied, "She's the Moabite young woman who came back 
with Naomi from Moab."

Context: The overseer iden�fies Ruth by her foreign origin and her connec�on to Naomi 
- informa�on that would already carry weight for Boaz, given his family's link to Naomi's 
late husband.
Meaning: Word has clearly already spread locally about Ruth and Naomi's story - Ruth's 
reputa�on for loyalty has preceded her, even in a place she's never set foot before. It 
shows how a person's character and choices can become known and respected within 
a community, even as a newcomer.
Lesson: The servant iden�fies Ruth simply as 'the Moabi�sh damsel' — an outsider by 
birth and na�on — yet nothing in this story treats that as disqualifying. I do not rank 
people by their na�on of origin or their social standing; where they come from never 
determines whether they belong in my field.
See Also: Acts 10:34-35 - God is no respecter of persons, but in every na�on he that 
feareth him is accepted; Gala�ans 3:28 - there is neither Jew nor Greek... for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus.

2:7 (KJV) And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather a�er the reapers among the 
sheaves: so she came, and hath con�nued even from the morning un�l now, that she 
tarried a li�le in the house.
(B:E Project) The foreman con�nued, "She asked, 'Please let me glean and gather 
among the bundles behind the harvesters.' She's been here since morning and has 
hardly stopped to rest."

Context: The overseer reports both Ruth's politeness in asking permission (going 
beyond what the law strictly required) and her strong work ethic since arriving.
Meaning: These details paint a picture of Ruth as hardworking, humble and respec�ul - 
she doesn't assume en�tlement under the gleaning law but asks first, then works hard 
without complaint. Good character, the story suggests, tends to get no�ced even by 
people who weren't looking for it.
Lesson: The servant reports that Ruth has worked steadily since morning with barely a 
rest. Quiet, consistent diligence — done with no audience expec�ng praise — is exactly 
the kind of faithfulness I no�ce and eventually bring into the light, even when you think 
no one important is watching.
See Also: Colossians 3:23 - whatsoever ye do, do it hear�ly, as to the Lord, and not unto 
men; Ma�hew 6:4 - that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in 
secret himself shall reward thee openly.

2:8 (KJV) Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in 
another field, neither go from hence, but abide here fast by my maidens:

— going out to work, showing up — you place yourself in the path of provision I have 
already set in mo�on, even when it looks to you like mere chance.
See Also: Proverbs 16:9 - a man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his 
steps; Romans 8:28 - all things work together for good to them that love God.

2:4 (KJV) And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be 
with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee.
(B:E Project) Just then, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted his harvesters, "The 
LORD be with you!" and they replied, "The LORD bless you!"

Context: This everyday exchange between Boaz and his workers shows the kind of 
employer he is - a warm, respec�ul gree�ng rather than a cold command.
Meaning: This small detail of workplace culture ma�ers: Boaz treats his labourers with 
courtesy and mutual respect, not as mere hired hands. It sets up his character before 
he's even spoken to Ruth - we're shown, not just told, that he's a genuinely decent 
person.
Lesson: Boaz arrives and greets his workers with a blessing, and they bless him back — 
a wealthy landowner trea�ng laborers as people worth honoring, not simply hands to 
be used. However much authority you hold over others, greet them the way Boaz does: 
with genuine goodwill that flows both direc�ons.
See Also: Colossians 4:1 - masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; 
Ephesians 6:9 - forbearing threatening, knowing that your Master also is in heaven.

2:5 (KJV) Then said Boaz unto his servant that was set over the reapers, Whose damsel is 
this?
(B:E Project) Then Boaz asked his foreman, "Whose young woman is this?"

Context: Boaz no�ces Ruth among the workers and asks his overseer about her - a 
natural ques�on for a landowner spo�ng an unfamiliar face in his fields.
Meaning: Boaz's a�en�on to a stranger working his land shows he's observant and 
engaged with the people around him, not detached from the day-to-day running of his 
farm. This small moment of curiosity is what starts the connec�on that will change both 
their lives.
Lesson: Boaz no�ces the unfamiliar woman in his field and asks about her — not with 
suspicion, but with the kind of a�en�on that leads to kindness. Train your eyes the way 
his were trained: to no�ce the stranger nearby, and let that no�cing be the first step 
toward welcome rather than toward wariness.
See Also: Ma�hew 25:35 - I was a stranger, and ye took me in; Hebrews 13:2 - be not 
forge�ul to entertain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

2:6 (KJV) And the servant that was set over the reapers answered and said, It is the 
Moabi�sh damsel that came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab:
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(B:E Project) Ruth bowed low to the ground and said to him, "Why have I found such 
favour with you, that you'd take no�ce of me, when I'm a foreigner?"

Context: Ruth's deep bow is a culturally appropriate gesture of gra�tude and respect 
toward someone of higher social standing who has shown her unexpected kindness.
Meaning: Ruth's genuine surprise shows she wasn't expec�ng this treatment - as a 
foreign widow, she'd have been used to being overlooked, or worse. Her humility and 
gra�tude, rather than any sense of en�tlement, again reveal her character - and set up 
Boaz's answer, which shows he already knows exactly who she is and what she's done.
Lesson: Ruth falls to the ground, stunned that a stranger would no�ce her, a foreigner 
with no claim on his kindness. This is exactly how grace works — it comes to you before 
you have earned it, and the right response is not to calculate what you did to deserve it, 
but simply to receive it with humility and wonder.
See Also: Ephesians 2:8 - for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gi� of God; Luke 7:37-38 - the sinful woman weeping at Jesus' feet, 
humbled by unearned mercy.

2:11 (KJV) And Boaz answered and said unto her, It hath fully been shewed me, all that thou 
hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband: and how thou hast 
le� thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy na�vity, and art come unto a people 
which thou knewest not heretofore.
(B:E Project) Boaz answered her, "I've been told all about what you've done for your 
mother-in-law since your husband died - how you le� your father and mother and your 
homeland, and came to live among people you'd never known before."

Context: Boaz reveals he already knows Ruth's backstory - her loyalty to Naomi and the 
sacrifice of leaving her homeland - showing her reputa�on has reached him directly.
Meaning: This confirms that Ruth's costly, selfless choice in chapter 1 hasn't gone 
unno�ced - it's reached and moved someone she has never even met. It's a reminder 
that real character shown when no one seems to be watching o�en does get seen and 
valued eventually, even though that's never the reason to act well in the first place.
Lesson: Boaz explains that he already knows what Ruth has done for Naomi — her quiet 
loyalty has traveled ahead of her and reached his ears. The costly, unseen love you show 
someone in private does not stay hidden forever; it builds a reputa�on and opens doors 
you never engineered yourself.
See Also: Hebrews 6:10 - God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love; 
Ma�hew 6:4 - thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall reward thee openly.

2:12 (KJV) The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God 
of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.

(B:E Project) Boaz said to Ruth, "Listen to me, my daughter. Don't go and glean in any 
other field, and don't leave this one - stay close to my women workers."

Context: Boaz speaks to Ruth directly for the first �me, offering her the security of 
staying specifically in his fields rather than moving between fields as gleaners typically 
had to.
Meaning: Boaz goes beyond the bare legal minimum, ac�vely invi�ng Ruth to stay 
under his protec�on rather than leaving her to fend for herself across different fields, 
where treatment could vary and safety wasn't guaranteed. It's an example of 
deliberately using one's posi�on and resources to protect someone more vulnerable.
Lesson: Boaz tells Ruth directly not to wander to another field but to stay close, safe, 
within his protec�on. When you have the power to shelter someone vulnerable, do not 
merely wish them well from a distance — offer them a concrete, specific place of safety, 
the way Boaz does here.
See Also: Luke 10:34-35 - the good Samaritan provides concrete, specific care rather 
than vague sympathy; Psalm 91:4 - he shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust.

2:9 (KJV) Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, and go thou a�er them: have I not 
charged the young men that they shall not touch thee? and when thou art athirst, go 
unto the vessels, and drink of that which the young men have drawn.
(B:E Project) "Keep your eyes on whichever field they're harves�ng, and follow behind 
them. I've told the young men not to touch you. And when you're thirsty, go and drink 
from the water jars the men have filled."

Context: Boaz gives Ruth prac�cal instruc�ons and explicitly guarantees her safety from 
harassment by his male workers, as well as free access to water.
Meaning: This is concrete, prac�cal protec�on, not just kind words - Boaz addresses real 
risks a lone foreign woman working in the fields could face and removes them. He also 
makes sure her basic needs, like water, are met without her having to ask. It's generosity 
that thinks ahead to what someone actually needs.
Lesson: Boaz has already told his young men not to touch Ruth, and he offers her water 
freely from what has been drawn for everyone. True protec�on an�cipates dangers 
before the vulnerable person even has to ask, and it meets basic needs — thirst, safety 
— without making a person beg for them.
See Also: Ma�hew 25:35 - I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; Job 29:16 - I was a father 
to the poor, and the cause which I knew not I searched out.

2:10 (KJV) Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him, Why 
have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing I am 
a stranger?
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2:14 (KJV) And Boaz said unto her, At meal�me come thou hither, and eat of the bread, and 
dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her parched 
corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and le�.
(B:E Project) At meal�me Boaz said to her, "Come over here and eat some bread, and 
dip it in the vinegar sauce." So she sat with the harvesters, and he handed her roasted 
grain; she ate un�l she was full, and had some le� over.

Context: Boaz personally invites Ruth to share a meal with his workers, an act of social 
inclusion as much as physical provision - ea�ng together signalled acceptance in this 
culture.
Meaning: This goes beyond material generosity to social dignity: Boaz doesn't just let 
Ruth work his fields, he includes her at his table. That she has food le� over even hints at 
the abundance that will keep coming her and Naomi's way. Kindness here isn't minimal 
or grudging - it's generous enough to leave a surplus.
Lesson: Boaz seats Ruth among the reapers and hands her food himself un�l she is full 
with le�overs besides. Sharing a table is never a small thing to me — it is where dignity 
gets restored and belonging gets proven. When you can, feed people generously and sit 
with them, not apart from them.
See Also: Luke 14:13 - when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, 
the blind; Mark 6:42 - the five thousand did all eat, and were filled, with baskets le� over.

2:15 (KJV) And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let 
her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach her not:
(B:E Project) When Ruth got up to go back to gleaning, Boaz instructed his young men, 
"Let her gather grain even among the bundles themselves, and don't give her a hard 
�me about it."

Context: Boaz extends Ruth privileges beyond the standard gleaning law, which 
normally only permi�ed picking up scraps le� on the ground, not gathering from among 
the s�ll-bundled sheaves.
Meaning: Boaz quietly goes further than the law requires, or than anyone would no�ce, 
instruc�ng his men out of Ruth's earshot. True generosity, the story suggests, o�en 
happens in these unseen instruc�ons and small decisions, not just in the visible gestures.
Lesson: Boaz quietly tells his workers to let Ruth glean even among the standing sheaves 
and never to shame her for it. Generosity that goes beyond what the law strictly 
requires, given privately so the recipient's dignity is protected rather than put on display, 
is the shape of love I ask of you.
See Also: Deuteronomy 24:19 - when thou reapest thy field, and hast forgot a sheaf, 
thou shalt not go again to fetch it: it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the 
widow; 2 Corinthians 9:7 - God loveth a cheerful giver.

2:16 (KJV) And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she 
may glean them, and rebuke her not.

(B:E Project) "May the LORD repay you for what you've done, and may you receive a full 
reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge."

Context: Boaz offers Ruth a blessing, using the image of a bird sheltering its young under 
its wings - a common expression in Israelite tradi�on (compare Psalm 91:4) for divine 
protec�on.
Meaning: The "wings" image captures something important: Ruth didn't just move to a 
new country, she commi�ed herself to a whole new way of understanding life and 
trusted it for protec�on, and Boaz recognises and honours that leap. It's also a hint of 
what's coming - Boaz himself is about to become part of how that protec�on actually 
plays out.
Lesson: Boaz blesses Ruth by name, praying that the God of Israel, under whose wings 
she has come to trust, would fully reward her. This is the posture I want from you toward 
anyone who has taken the costly risk of trus�ng me for the first �me — welcome and 
bless them, rather than making them prove themselves further before they belong.
See Also: Psalm 91:4 - under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and 
buckler; Ma�hew 23:37 - as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, my own 
longing to gather and protect.

2:13 (KJV) Then she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord; for that thou hast comforted 
me, and for that thou hast spoken friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be not like unto 
one of thine handmaidens.
(B:E Project) She replied, "May I keep finding favour with you, my lord. You have 
comforted me and spoken kindly to me, your servant, even though I'm not even one of 
your own servants."

Context: Ruth responds with gra�tude and con�nued humility, no�ng that Boaz's 
kindness goes beyond what she, as an outsider with no formal claim on him, could 
reasonably expect.
Meaning: Ruth doesn't take Boaz's kindness for granted or assume she deserves it - she 
recognises it as a genuine gi�. This grounded gra�tude, rather than en�tlement, runs 
consistently through her character across the whole story.
Lesson: Ruth thanks Boaz for comfor�ng her even though she s�ll feels beneath his own 
workers. Receiving kindness with humility, without either grasping for more or refusing 
it out of false modesty, honors both the giver and the gi� — let gra�tude, not shame, be 
your first response to grace.
See Also: Luke 7:6-7 - the centurion says he is not worthy that Jesus should come under 
his roof, a similar humility before undeserved favor; Gala�ans 3:28 - there is neither 
bond nor free... for ye are all one in Christ Jesus, dismantling the status gap Ruth s�ll 
feels.
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Context: Ruth returns to Naomi not only with grain but with le�over food from the meal 
Boaz gave her, showing her though�ulness extends even to small provisions.

Meaning: Ruth's ins�nct throughout is to share rather than keep for herself - even the 
small extra bit of food from lunch, she saves for Naomi. It's a quiet but consistent thread 
running through the story: genuine care shows up in the small, unglamorous choices as 
much as the big drama�c ones.

Lesson: Ruth does not keep her abundance to herself — she carries it home and gives 
Naomi the very food she had saved from her own meal. Provision entrusted to you was 
never meant to stop with you; let it flow, as Ruth's does, straight to the people 
depending on you.

See Also: 1 Timothy 5:4,8 - let them learn first to shew piety at home, and to requite 
their parents; Acts 2:44-45 - the believers had all things common, and distributed to 
every man according as he had need.

2:19 (KJV) And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where 
wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her 
mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man’s name with whom I 
wrought to day is Boaz.
(B:E Project) Naomi said to her, "Where did you glean today? Where did you work? 
Bless the man who no�ced you!" So Ruth told her mother-in-law who she had been 
working with, saying, "The man I worked with today is named Boaz."

Context: Naomi immediately recognises the unusual scale of Ruth's harvest and asks 
who was responsible - her ques�on shows she understands this level of generosity isn't 
typical.

Meaning: Naomi's surprised, grateful reac�on highlights just how excep�onal Boaz's 
kindness was. The men�on of his name is about to trigger a much bigger realisa�on for 
Naomi in the next verse - this ordinary detail is actually the turning point of the whole 
story.

Lesson: Naomi's first ins�nct on seeing the grain is to bless the man who showed such 
kindness. Let gra�tude be your reflex too — when someone treats you or someone you 
love well, speak a blessing over them before anything else, the way Naomi does here.

See Also: Luke 17:15-16 - the one leper who returns to give thanks, falling down at Jesus' 
feet; 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - in every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.

2:20 (KJV) And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not 
le� off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is 
near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.

(B:E Project) "And also pull out some grain from the bundles on purpose and drop it for 
her to pick up, and don't tell her off for it."

Context: Boaz instructs his workers to deliberately drop extra grain for Ruth to find, 
effec�vely engineering a larger harvest for her without her ever needing to know it was 
arranged.
Meaning: This is generosity disguised as chance - Boaz creates abundance for Ruth in a 
way that lets her keep her dignity, since she can s�ll feel she earned what she gathered 
through her own hard work. It's a though�ul model of giving: providing real help without 
making the receiver feel like a charity case.
Lesson: Boaz instructs his men to deliberately drop extra grain for Ruth and never to 
speak roughly to her. Kindness is not only what you give, but the tone in which you give 
it — provide generously, and guard the dignity and gentleness of the person receiving it 
just as carefully as the provision itself.
See Also: Proverbs 15:1 - a so� answer turneth away wrath, but grievous words s�r up 
anger; 2 Corinthians 9:7 - not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

2:17 (KJV) So she gleaned in the field un�l even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was 
about an ephah of barley.
(B:E Project) So Ruth gleaned in the field un�l evening, then threshed out what she had 
gathered - it came to about an ephah of barley.

Context: An ephah was roughly 22 litres, around 13-15kg, of grain - a genuinely 
substan�al amount for a single day's gleaning, especially for someone star�ng with 
nothing, reflec�ng Boaz's quiet instruc�ons to his workers.
Meaning: The sheer quan�ty Ruth brings home is the visible result of her own hard work 
and Boaz's hidden generosity working together. It shows that effort and unseen 
kindness, combined, can produce results far beyond what either could achieve alone.
Lesson: Ruth works the field un�l evening and threshes out roughly an ephah of barley, 
far more than any gleaner would normally gather. Diligence paired with grace produces 
abundance neither could produce alone — bring your honest effort, and trust me to 
mul�ply it beyond what your labor alone could earn.
See Also: Gala�ans 6:9 - let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not; Proverbs 31:13,17 - she seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh 
willingly with her hands... she girdeth her loins with strength.

2:18 (KJV) And she took it up, and went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she had 
gleaned: and she brought forth, and gave to her that she had reserved a�er she was 
sufficed.
(B:E Project) She carried it back into town, and her mother-in-law saw how much she 
had gathered. Ruth also brought out and gave her the food she'd kept back from her 
own meal earlier.
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2:22 (KJV) And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter in law, It is good, my daughter, that 
thou go out with his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field.
(B:E Project) Naomi said to Ruth, "It's good, my daughter, that you go out with his 
young women, so that you're not troubled in someone else's field."

Context: Naomi approves of and reinforces Boaz's instruc�on, aware of the real 
risks Ruth could face working in unfamiliar fields under less protec�ve employers.
Meaning: Naomi's prac�cal wisdom here shows her looking out for Ruth's safety, 
not only her income - she understands that not everywhere would treat Ruth with 
the same care Boaz has shown. It's a reminder that safety and dignity ma�er just as 
much as material provision.
Lesson: Naomi tells Ruth it is good to stay with Boaz's maidens so that she is not 
troubled in another field. Wisdom and faith work together, not against each other 
— trust me for provision, and s�ll take the sensible, protec�ve counsel of those who 
love you, the way Ruth heeds Naomi here.
See Also: Proverbs 22:3 - a prudent man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; 1 
Corinthians 10:13 - God will with the tempta�on also make a way to escape, that ye 
may be able to bear it.

2:23 (KJV) So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest 
and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law.
(B:E Project) So Ruth stayed close to Boaz's young women, gleaning right through to 
the end of the barley harvest and then the wheat harvest, and she con�nued living 
with her mother-in-law.

Context: This closing verse of chapter 2 covers an extended period of weeks or 
months of stability and provision, se�ng the stage for Naomi's bolder plan in 
chapter 3.
Meaning: This is a se�led, hopeful close to the chapter - a�er the devasta�ng losses 
of chapter 1, chapter 2 ends with steady work, food, safety, and the two women's 
rela�onship intact and strong. It's proof that things can genuinely improve, step by 
step, through a combina�on of hard work, integrity and other people's generosity.
Lesson: Ruth stays through the en�re barley and wheat harvest, all while con�nuing 
to live with and care for Naomi. Faithfulness is rarely a single drama�c act — it is 
showing up season a�er season, staying the course long a�er the first burst of 
devo�on, exactly as Ruth's earlier vow to Naomi now plays out day by day.
See Also: Gala�ans 6:9 - let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not; Ruth 1:16-17 - Ruth's original vow to Naomi, now being lived 
out through an en�re season of steady, unglamorous faithfulness.

(B:E Project) Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, "May the LORD bless him - he 
hasn't stopped showing kindness to the living or the dead!" Then she added, "That 
man is a close rela�ve of ours - one of our family redeemers."

Context: Naomi recognises Boaz's name and realises he's a "kinsman-redeemer" 
(Hebrew go'el) - a close rela�ve with a legal and moral responsibility to protect and 
provide for vulnerable family members, including poten�ally marrying a childless 
widow to preserve her late husband's family line, a theme explored fully in chapters 
3-4.
Meaning: This is the moment Naomi's outlook visibly shi�s from despair toward 
hope - she suddenly sees a real, concrete path forward for herself and Ruth, not just 
charity but an established system of family responsibility built precisely for 
situa�ons like theirs. It's a powerful reminder that circumstances can change the 
instant we recognise resources or people we didn't realise were already available to 
us.
Lesson: Naomi, so recently insis�ng on being called Mara, now blesses God aloud 
for a kindness that has 'not le� off' toward the living and the dead. Watch how 
quickly bi�erness can turn to praise once you no�ce my hand moving through 
another person's generosity — let gra�tude have the last word over despair.
See Also: Psalm 34:8 - O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that 
trusteth in him; Ruth 1:20-21 - Naomi's earlier bi�er naming of herself as Mara, now 
beginning to give way to hope.

2:21 (KJV) And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me also, Thou shalt keep fast by my 
young men, un�l they have ended all my harvest.
(B:E Project) Ruth the Moabite added, "He also told me, 'Stay close to my workers 
un�l they've finished my en�re harvest.'"

Context: Ruth reports the specific, ongoing invita�on Boaz gave her - not just for 
one day, but for the whole harvest season, which would run for weeks.
Meaning: Boaz's offer wasn't a one-off act of kindness but an ongoing commitment 
to Ruth and Naomi's welfare over an extended period. This detail reassures Naomi, 
and the reader, that their situa�on has genuinely and sustainably improved, not just 
been patched over for a single day.
Lesson: Ruth reports that Boaz told her to stay close to his young men for the whole 
harvest, not just for one day. Provision and protec�on offered to you are o�en 
meant to be received as an ongoing invita�on, not a single act of charity — do not 
be too proud or too anxious to keep receiving help that is freely and repeatedly 
extended.
See Also: Proverbs 11:14 - in the mul�tude of counsellors there is safety; Ruth 2:8-9 
- Boaz's original instruc�on that this verse now confirms Ruth is con�nuing to 
follow.
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when the evening breeze picked up, was normal harvest prac�ce, and threshing floors 
were o�en guarded overnight against the�.
Meaning: Naomi is thinking strategically before anything roman�c - she names Boaz as 
family first, because in this culture family rela�onship is what creates legal responsibility 
and opportunity. It shows how personal decisions here are woven into a wider web of 
social and legal obliga�on, not just individual choice.
Lesson: No�ce that Naomi doesn't invent an opportunity out of nothing — she points to 
a real rela�onship and a real moment already in front of Ruth. I am not asking you to 
force doors open; I am asking you to recognize the ones already opened through the 
people already in your life. Pay a�en�on to what is already true about your 
circumstances before assuming you must manufacture your own way forward.
See Also: Ruth 2:1 - Boaz is first introduced there as a kinsman of wealth and standing, 
the very connec�on Naomi now points Ruth toward.

3:3 (KJV) Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get 
thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, un�l he shall have 
done ea�ng and drinking.
(B:E Project) "So wash yourself, put on perfume, dress in your best clothes, and go down 
to the threshing floor. But don't let him know you're there un�l he's finished ea�ng and 
drinking."

Context: Naomi gives Ruth precise, deliberate instruc�ons - grooming, clothing, �ming - 
trea�ng this as a carefully staged approach rather than a chance encounter.
Meaning: This isn't seduc�on for its own sake; washing and dressing well signalled a 
woman was no longer in mourning and was ready to be considered for marriage. Naomi 
is coaching Ruth to present herself with dignity and inten�on. Taking a serious step in life 
- a big ask, a big change - o�en calls for real prepara�on, not just hoping things fall into 
place.
Lesson: Washing, anoin�ng, and dressing well before this mee�ng is not vanity — it is 
Ruth honoring both herself and the moment with dignity, and wai�ng for the right �me 
to be seen. I care about �ming as much as I care about the heart behind an ac�on; 
rushing what deserves pa�ence can undo the very trust you are trying to build. Prepare 
yourself well, then wait for the moment that is actually right, not merely convenient.
See Also: Esther 5:1 - Esther likewise dresses carefully and prepares herself before 
approaching someone with power over her future, trus�ng the �ming of the moment.

3:4 (KJV) And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall 
lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee 
what thou shalt do.
(B:E Project) "Then, when he lies down, note exactly where he's lying. Go in, uncover his 
feet, and lie down there. He'll tell you what to do next."

Chapter Summary: Ruth 3

Chapter 3 of Ruth details Naomi's clever plan to secure a future for her daughter-in-law, Ruth. 
Naomi instructs Ruth to prepare herself carefully, go to the threshing floor where Boaz is working, 
and subtly make her presence known to him a�er he has finished ea�ng and gone to sleep. 
Following these instruc�ons, Ruth approaches Boaz as he sleeps, uncovers his feet, and lies down. 
When Boaz awakens, he discovers Ruth and commends her loyalty and virtuous character. Ruth 
asks him to fulfil the role of a kinsman-redeemer. Boaz acknowledges his responsibility but reveals 
there is another rela�ve who has a closer claim to redeem Ruth. He promises to resolve the ma�er 
first thing in the morning, assuring Ruth that she will be taken care of, and sends her home with a 
generous gi� of barley, signalling his inten�on to act swi�ly.

3:1 (KJV) Then Naomi her mother in law said unto her, My daughter, shall I not seek rest for 
thee, that it may be well with thee?
(B:E Project) Naomi said to her, "My daughter, shouldn't I try to find you a secure home, 
so that things go well for you?"

Context: This opens a new stage in the story. Ruth has spent the whole barley and wheat 
harvest gleaning in Boaz's fields, and Naomi now decides it's �me to move from day-to-
day survival to a permanent solu�on: marriage.
Meaning: "Rest" here doesn't mean a nap - it means se�led security: a home, a 
husband, protec�on from poverty in a world with no safety net for widows. Naomi is 
taking prac�cal responsibility for someone she loves, turning gra�tude and loyalty into a 
concrete plan. Real care for people isn't just warm feelings, it's ac�on aimed at their 
long-term stability.
Lesson: I want you to see how Naomi turns her own grief into ac�on on someone else's 
behalf — she does not wallow, she plans for Ruth's flourishing. This is love that looks 
outward: caring for another person's security and happiness is not meddling, it is the 
truest form of considerateness. When you find yourself steady enough to help someone 
else find rest, don't hold back out of fear it isn't your place.
See Also: Philippians 2:4 - Paul's charge to look not only on our own things but also on 
the things of others, which is exactly what Naomi models here for Ruth.

3:2 (KJV) And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose maidens thou wast? Behold, he 
winnoweth barley to night in the threshingfloor.
(B:E Project) "Now isn't Boaz - the man whose women workers you gleaned alongside - 
a rela�ve of ours? Look, tonight he's winnowing barley at the threshing floor."

Context: Naomi iden�fies Boaz specifically as a "kinsman" - a member of Elimelech's 
extended family, which becomes legally important later. Winnowing barley at night, 

     CHAPTER 3
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Meaning: The verse is simple, but it ma�ers that Ruth actually acts - plans and good 
inten�ons mean nothing un�l they're carried out. Her follow-through is what sets the 
next stage of the story, and her whole future, into mo�on.
Lesson: Ruth doesn't just agree in words, she goes and does exactly what was asked — 
obedience that stops at inten�on and never becomes ac�on helps no one. I am far more 
interested in what you actually do for the people who need you than in how sincerely 
you meant to help. Let your agreement always finish as a completed step, not a good 
inten�on le� at home.
See Also: James 1:22 - the call to be doers of the word and not hearers only, which Ruth 
embodies by actually carrying out Naomi's instruc�ons.

3:7 (KJV) And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down 
at the end of the heap of corn: and she came so�ly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her 
down.
(B:E Project) When Boaz had finished ea�ng and drinking, and was in good spirits, he 
went and lay down at the far end of the grain pile. Ruth crept in quietly, uncovered his 
feet, and lay down.

Context: "His heart was merry" simply means he was relaxed and contented a�er a 
good harvest meal, not drunk or reckless - the story is careful to keep both characters 
respectable. Sleeping by the grain heap was normal, since it guarded the harvest from 
thieves overnight.
Meaning: The scene is tense but told with care - Ruth acts quietly and respec�ully, not 
manipula�vely. It sets up the real test of the story: how will a man of standing respond 
when a vulnerable woman puts her trust and future in his hands at his most unguarded 
moment?
Lesson: Ruth's approach is quiet, gentle, and free of any pressure or theatrics — she 
simply makes her presence known and lets Boaz wake to it. There is a kind of courage 
that never needs to be loud; boldness in pursuing what is right can s�ll be so�-spoken 
and considerate of the other person's dignity. Take your brave step, but take it gently.
See Also: Ruth 3:4 - Naomi's exact instruc�ons are carried out here step by step, 
showing Ruth's careful obedience.

3:8 (KJV) And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, 
behold, a woman lay at his feet.
(B:E Project) In the middle of the night, Boaz suddenly woke, startled, and turned over - 
and there was a woman lying at his feet.

Context: The moment of discovery is wri�en almost like a small thriller beat - sudden 
waking, fear, surprise - before quickly se�ling into calm conversa�on.
Meaning: The fear here is ordinary human startlement, not danger - simply someone 
waking to find another person unexpectedly close by. The tension ma�ers because 

Context: This is the heart of Naomi's plan - a symbolic, culturally understood gesture 
rather than anything improper. Uncovering a man's feet and lying down there was a 
recognised, non-verbal way of formally asking a near rela�ve to fulfil his family duty 
toward a widow.
Meaning: To modern ears this can sound strange or even risky, but within this society it 
was an understood way of making a legal and personal appeal: "will you act as my 
protector and redeemer?" Ruth isn't being passive - she's taking the bold, vulnerable 
step of asking, while trus�ng Boaz to respond honourably. It pairs courage with respect 
for the other person's right to choose.
Lesson: Ruth is told to place herself in complete vulnerability and then trust Boaz to 
respond rightly — this is what real trust in another's character looks like, offered without 
manipula�on or demand. I ask you to take the humble, honest step and then let the 
other person respond in freedom; love does not corner people into a decision, it simply 
makes itself known and waits.
See Also: Ruth 1:16-17 - Ruth's earlier vow to go wherever Naomi goes is the same trust 
now extended into following Naomi's specific plan.

3:5 (KJV) And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do.
(B:E Project) Ruth replied, "I'll do everything you say."

Context: Ruth's short, complete agreement echoes her earlier vow in chapter 1 to stay 
loyal to Naomi - she is again choosing to trust her mother-in-law's judgement 
completely.
Meaning: This isn't blind obedience; it's confidence built on a rela�onship that has 
already proved trustworthy through hardship. Ruth has seen Naomi's plans work before 
(the gleaning arrangement), so she's willing to take a real personal risk on that track 
record. Trust, once earned, makes bold ac�on possible.
Lesson: 'All that thou sayest unto me I will do' — Ruth doesn't nego�ate the plan or 
second-guess the one who has proven trustworthy through hardship already survived 
together. When someone has walked faithfully with you and counsels you toward your 
good, receiving that counsel without suspicion is itself an act of humility. Trust earned 
over years deserves to be leaned on in the moment it ma�ers most.
See Also: Luke 1:38 - Mary's 'be it unto me according to thy word' is the same posture of 
trus�ng surrender to guidance she believes is good.

3:6 (KJV) And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law 
bade her.
(B:E Project) So Ruth went down to the threshing floor and did exactly what her mother-
in-law had told her to do.

Context: A brief narra�ve bridge confirming Ruth follows the plan precisely, se�ng up 
the night-�me scene that follows.
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could probably have found an easier match closer to her own age, but chose instead to 
honour her family duty to Naomi and Elimelech's line.

Meaning: Boaz reads Ruth's request as loyalty, not self-interest - she could have looked 
out for herself first, but instead she's con�nuing the same faithfulness she's shown all 
along. Consistent character, shown over �me in small unno�ced choices, tends to be 
seen and valued eventually by someone worth being valued by.

Lesson: Boaz blesses Ruth precisely because she chose loyalty and family duty over her 
own roman�c convenience — she did not chase younger men, rich or poor, for her own 
comfort. I no�ce every �me you choose faithfulness to someone who needs you over 
what would simply please or benefit you. That kind of love, unseen by most, is exactly 
what I count as greatest.

See Also: Proverbs 31:30 - 'a woman that feareth the LORD, she shall be praised,' the 
same commenda�on Boaz gives Ruth for choosing character over convenience.

3:11 (KJV) And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for all the 
city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.
(B:E Project) "So don't be afraid. I'll do everything you're asking, because everyone in 
town knows you're a woman of real character."

Context: Boaz agrees in principle to act as her family redeemer, and backs this up by 
poin�ng to Ruth's public reputa�on in Bethlehem - word of her loyalty and hard work 
has clearly spread through the community.

Meaning: "Virtuous" here is closer to "of strong, dependable character" than to a 
narrow modern idea of virtue - it's about reliability, courage and integrity, publicly 
recognised. A good reputa�on, earned honestly over �me through consistent ac�on, 
becomes a kind of real-world currency that opens doors - here, quite literally, to a secure 
future.

Lesson: 'Fear not' — Boaz answers Ruth's vulnerability with reassurance, not judgment, 
because her reputa�on for goodness already speaks for her throughout the whole 
town. When you have lived with integrity, you do not need to defend yourself in fear; let 
your consistent character carry you into the moments that require trust. I say to you 
also: fear not, your quiet faithfulness has not gone unno�ced.

See Also: Proverbs 31:10 - 'Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above 
rubies,' the very reputa�on the whole town already recognizes in Ruth.

3:12 (KJV) And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer 
than I.
(B:E Project) "It's true that I am a close rela�ve with that responsibility - but there is 
another rela�ve who is even closer than I am."

everything now depends on how Boaz reacts in this vulnerable, unscripted moment; the 
story is about to show his character is as good in private as it seemed in public.
Lesson: Boaz wakes startled by something wholly unexpected, and yet what he finds at 
his feet is not a threat but an invita�on to do good. I want you to hold your surprises with 
an open hand — when life interrupts your plans at an unexpected hour, ask what love 
now requires of you rather than retrea�ng into fear of the unfamiliar.
See Also: Ruth 2:12 - Boaz earlier blessed Ruth for coming under the wings of the LORD 
for refuge; here she asks for that same covering through him directly.

3:9 (KJV) And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread 
therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman.
(B:E Project) "Who are you?" he asked. "I'm Ruth, your servant," she answered. "Spread 
the corner of your cloak over me, since you're a close rela�ve with a duty to look a�er 
me."

Context: Ruth's request uses a cloak or garment corner as a recognised symbol of 
protec�on and marriage commitment - the same image Boaz himself used in chapter 2 
when he blessed Ruth for coming under the "wings" of the God of Israel.
Meaning: Ruth is making a direct, honest proposal: she is asking Boaz to marry her and 
take on the role of family protector, which would secure her future and con�nue her 
dead husband's name and property. It's a moment of real courage - a poor, foreign 
widow asking a respected, wealthy man to commit to her - and it echoes his own earlier 
words back to him, almost invi�ng him to live up to what he'd already said.
Lesson: 'Spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid' — Ruth is asking Boaz to cover 
and claim her the way I long to cover and claim every soul who comes to me for shelter. 
Asking plainly for the protec�on and commitment you need is not weakness; it is 
honest, humble faith. Do not be ashamed to name your need to someone whose 
character has already proven trustworthy.
See Also: Ezekiel 16:8 - God describes spreading His skirt over Israel and entering a 
covenant with her, the same image and language Ruth uses to ask for Boaz's covenant 
protec�on.

3:10 (KJV) And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast shewed more 
kindness in the la�er end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followedst not young 
men, whether poor or rich.
(B:E Project) "May you be blessed by the LORD, my daughter," he said. "This last act of 
loyalty is even be�er than what you did before, because you haven't gone chasing a�er 
younger men, whether rich or poor."

Context: Boaz responds with warmth and respect, not alarm - he understands what 
Ruth is asking and honours it. His comment about "not chasing young men" implies Ruth 
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Context: Boaz introduces a legal complica�on: under the customs of the �me, the 
nearest eligible male rela�ve had first right and responsibility to redeem family land and 
marry a widow to con�nue the family line, and someone has a closer claim than Boaz.
Meaning: Even though Boaz clearly wants to help, and is moved by Ruth's request, he 
doesn't cut corners to get what he wants. Real integrity means following fair process 
even when it's inconvenient or could cost you something you actually want.
Lesson: Boaz could easily have hidden the existence of a nearer kinsman and claimed 
Ruth for himself right then, but he tells her the whole truth even though it complicates 
his own hopes. Integrity means giving up the shortcut when honesty requires a harder, 
more pa�ent path. Choose the truth even when silence would serve you be�er.
See Also: Levi�cus 25:25 - the law of the kinsman-redeemer buying back a poor 
rela�ve's property, the legal backdrop Boaz is honestly walking Ruth through.

3:13 (KJV) Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the 
part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman’s part: but if he will not do the part of a 
kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down 
un�l the morning.
(B:E Project) "Stay here tonight, and in the morning we'll see: if he wants to do his duty 
as a rela�ve, fine, let him do it. But if he doesn't want to, then as surely as the LORD lives, 
I will take on that duty myself. Lie down un�l morning."

Context: Boaz sets out a clear, honourable plan: he'll formally offer the other rela�ve 
first right of refusal, and only if that man declines will Boaz himself take on the 
responsibility - all done properly, in daylight, before witnesses, rather than in secrecy.
Meaning: Boaz makes a firm promise - almost an oath - while s�ll respec�ng the correct 
order of things. This combina�on of decisiveness and fairness is part of what makes him 
such a posi�ve figure: he's willing to commit fully, but not willing to shortcut what's right 
to get there faster.
Lesson: Boaz commits himself to doing right by Ruth no ma�er which way the process 
falls, swearing 'as the LORD liveth' rather than manipula�ng the outcome in his favor. I 
ask you to let due process and fairness govern your desires, trus�ng that what is rightly 
yours will s�ll be yours a�er it is done honestly. Rest through the wai�ng instead of 
forcing the answer.
See Also: Psalm 37:7 - 'Rest in the LORD, and wait pa�ently for him,' the posture Boaz 
asks of Ruth as he commits to resolve the ma�er rightly.

3:14 (KJV) And she lay at his feet un�l the morning: and she rose up before one could know 
another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor.
(B:E Project) So Ruth lay at his feet un�l morning, then got up while it was s�ll too dark 
to recognise anyone. Boaz said, "No one must know a woman came here to the 
threshing floor."

Context: Both Boaz and Ruth act to protect her reputa�on, making sure she leaves 
before dawn light would let anyone iden�fy her at the threshing floor - a place and �me 
easily misread by gossiping neighbours.
Meaning: This is a clear signal that nothing improper happened - both par�es are 
ac�vely guarding Ruth's honour and public standing, not hiding wrongdoing. Real care 
for another person includes protec�ng their reputa�on and dignity, not just their 
immediate wellbeing.
Lesson: Boaz's very next concern, once the ma�er is se�led between them, is Ruth's 
reputa�on — 'let it not be known that a woman came into the floor.' Protec�ng 
someone else's good name, even at your own inconvenience, is considerateness in its 
most prac�cal form. Guard the dignity of people who have trusted you with something 
vulnerable.
See Also: 1 Thessalonians 5:22 - the call to abstain from every appearance of evil, which 
is exactly Boaz's concern in protec�ng Ruth's reputa�on.

3:15 (KJV) Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when she held 
it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city.
(B:E Project) Then he said, "Bring the shawl you're wearing, and hold it out." When she 
held it out, he measured six lots of barley into it and helped her carry it, and she went 
back into town.

Context: Boaz sends Ruth home with a substan�al, prac�cal gi� of grain - not empty-
handed - which also serves as tangible evidence to Naomi that something meaningful 
has happened, without a word needing to be said.
Meaning: The gi� is generous and though�ul: it provides real, immediate help while also 
ac�ng as a kind of message, proof of good faith to Naomi that Boaz is taking this 
seriously. Kindness here is shown through concrete, prac�cal ac�on, not just promises.
Lesson: 'Go not empty unto thy mother in law' — Boaz thinks not only of Ruth but of 
Naomi wai�ng at home, and sends generosity toward someone who isn't even in the 
room. This is the shape of real love: it reaches past the person directly in front of you to 
bless the ones connected to them too. Let your kindness widen out to include the 
people your kindness could easily forget.
See Also: Ruth 1:21 - Naomi had lamented going out full and coming home empty; 
Boaz's gi� of grain begins reversing that very emp�ness.

3:16 (KJV) And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter? 
And she told her all that the man had done to her.
(B:E Project) When Ruth got back to her mother-in-law, Naomi asked, "How did it go, my 
daughter?" And Ruth told her everything Boaz had done.

Context: "Who art thou" here func�ons closer to "how did things turn out" than a literal 
ques�on of iden�ty - Naomi is eager to hear the full report.
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Meaning: The full, honest account Ruth gives shows the close, trus�ng rela�onship 
between the two women - there's no secrecy or awkwardness between them, only 
openness. It's a reminder of how valuable it is to have someone you can be completely 
honest with about a risky, vulnerable step you've taken.
Lesson: Ruth returns and tells Naomi everything, holding nothing back about what 
happened and what was said. Honest, full-hearted sharing between people who love 
each other builds the trust that lets a family carry each other through uncertainty. Don't 
let good news, or hard news, go untold to the people who have earned the right to hear 
it from you.
See Also: Psalm 66:16 - 'come and hear... I will declare what he hath done for my soul,' 
the same impulse to share fully what has just happened.

3:17 (KJV) And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Go not 
empty unto thy mother in law.
(B:E Project) "He gave me these six lots of barley," she said, "because he told me, 'Don't 
go back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.'"

Context: Ruth repeats Boaz's own words back to Naomi, underlining that his generosity 
was aimed at Naomi's wellbeing too, not just Ruth's.
Meaning: Boaz's gi� and his stated reason for it show he is already thinking of Naomi as 
family to be provided for, even before anything is formally se�led. Small, specific details 
like this build real trust - his ac�ons match his words, and his care reaches beyond just 
the person in front of him.
Lesson: The six measures of barley are physical proof that Boaz's promise was real, not 
just words spoken in the dark — he backs his inten�on with a visible gi�. When you tell 
someone you will care for them, let your ac�ons leave evidence behind that confirms it, 
especially to the people who are anxiously wai�ng to believe you.
See Also: Ruth 3:15 - the same six measures of barley just given, now offered as visible 
proof of Boaz's spoken promise.

3:18 (KJV) Then said she, Sit s�ll, my daughter, un�l thou know how the ma�er will fall: for the 
man will not be in rest, un�l he have finished the thing this day.
(B:E Project) Then Naomi said, "Wait pa�ently, my daughter, un�l you know how this 
turns out - because that man won't rest un�l he has se�led the ma�er today."

Context: The chapter closes with Naomi confidently predic�ng that Boaz, true to his 
word, will resolve the legal situa�on immediately rather than delay - se�ng up the 
events of chapter 4 at the city gate.
Meaning: Naomi shows wisdom in knowing when ac�on is needed and when pa�ence 
is the right response - having set things in mo�on, the two women now have to trust 
Boaz to follow through, and her confidence in his character lets her tell Ruth to simply 

wait without anxiety. It's a good picture of the difference between passive wai�ng and 
trus�ng, ac�ve pa�ence.
Lesson: 'Sit s�ll, my daughter, un�l thou know how the ma�er will fall' — Naomi 
counsels pa�ence rooted in confidence in Boaz's character, not passive resigna�on. 
There is a kind of rest that comes from trus�ng a trustworthy person to finish what they 
started; you do not have to control every outcome yourself. Let your peace come from 
what you know of someone's character, not from anxious management of the details.
See Also: Psalm 37:7 - res�ng in the LORD and wai�ng pa�ently, the same confident 
s�llness Naomi counsels while Boaz works to finish the ma�er.

Chapter Summary: Ruth 4

Chapter 4 concludes the story of Ruth with Boaz taking ac�on at the city gate to se�le the ma�er 
of Naomi's land and Ruth's future. He calls the closer family rela�ve, who has the first right to 
redeem the family property and marry Ruth, to account before the town elders. The rela�ve 
ini�ally agrees to buy the land but refuses to marry Ruth, fearing it would complicate his own 
estate. Following ancient custom, he formally hands over his right to Boaz. Boaz then publicly 
declares his inten�on to purchase the land and take Ruth as his wife, ensuring the con�nua�on of 
the deceased Elimelech and Mahlon's family line. The townspeople and elders bless Boaz and 
Ruth, wishing them fer�lity and prosperity. Boaz and Ruth marry, and Ruth gives birth to a son 
named Obed. The women of the town rejoice with Naomi, acknowledging God's provision of a 
new family member to care for her. The chapter ends by establishing Obed's lineage, revealing 
him to be the grandfather of King David, thus connec�ng the simple story of Ruth to the royal line 
of Israel.

4:1 (KJV) Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman 
of whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down 
here. And he turned aside, and sat down.
(B:E Project) Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there. Just then the close 
rela�ve he had men�oned came walking by. "Come over here, friend," Boaz said, "sit 
down." So the man came over and sat down.

Context: City gates in this period served as the public square and courtroom of a town - 
the place where legal and business ma�ers were se�led in front of witnesses. Boaz 
wastes no �me ac�ng on his promise to Ruth from the night before.
Meaning: "Such a one" is simply how the storyteller records that the man's actual name 
isn't given - a detail that seems deliberate, since Boaz and Ruth's names are 
remembered while his is not. Boaz's speed here - going straight to the gate at the first 
opportunity - shows someone who keeps their word promptly rather than le�ng a 
promise dri�.

     CHAPTER 4
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Lesson: Boaz doesn't corner the other kinsman privately or spread word behind his back 
— he sits down openly at the gate and calls him by name to deal with the ma�er face to 
face. Handling difficult conversa�ons directly and publicly, rather than through gossip or 
avoidance, honors everyone involved. Bring your unresolved ma�ers into the light and 
address them plainly.
See Also: Ma�hew 18:15 - the instruc�on to go and address a ma�er directly with the 
person involved, which Boaz does openly at the gate.

4:2 (KJV) And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they 
sat down.
(B:E Project) Boaz then called over ten of the town's elders and said, "Sit down here." 
And they sat down.

Context: Ten elders formed a recognised legal quorum in this culture for witnessing and 
valida�ng an official transac�on - Boaz is making sure everything that follows is done 
properly and publicly.
Meaning: By gathering respected witnesses before doing anything else, Boaz ensures 
the coming agreement can't later be disputed or denied. It's a model of doing important 
things the right way, in the open, with proper accountability, rather than relying on 
private arrangements that could unravel later.
Lesson: Ten elders are gathered as witnesses before anything is decided — nothing here 
happens in secret or on the strength of one man's word alone. Invi�ng accountability 
into your important decisions protects both you and the people affected by them. Let 
your commitments be made where they can be seen and confirmed, not hidden away.
See Also: Deuteronomy 19:15 - a ma�er established by the mouth of two or more 
witnesses, the same principle behind gathering ten elders.

4:3 (KJV) And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of 
Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech’s:
(B:E Project) Then Boaz said to the close rela�ve, "Naomi, who has come back from the 
country of Moab, is selling the piece of land that belonged to our rela�ve Elimelech."

Context: Boaz opens the legal proceedings by sta�ng the ma�er at hand: Naomi needs 
to sell family land, which by custom the closest male rela�ve had the first right - and 
responsibility - to buy, to keep it within the family.
Meaning: This reveals a prac�cal side of the story that's easy to miss: Naomi has 
returned needing to sell inherited land she can't work or afford to keep, and the law 
provided a mechanism (redemp�on by a rela�ve) so that family land and lineage 
wouldn't be permanently lost. It's a prac�cal, built-in form of social safety net.
Lesson: Boaz brings up Naomi's need for land first, pu�ng the vulnerable widow's 
situa�on squarely on the table before anything else. Caring for those who have lost the 
most — a widow with no husband or sons to provide for her — is exactly the kind of 

prac�cal compassion I ask of you. See the overlooked person's need before the 
transac�on, not a�er it.
See Also: James 1:27 - pure religion defined partly as visi�ng the fatherless and widows 
in their afflic�on, which is exactly the need Boaz raises on Naomi's behalf.

4:4 (KJV) And I thought to adver�se thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before 
the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, 
then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am a�er 
thee. And he said, I will redeem it.
(B:E Project) "I thought I should tell you about it, so you could buy it back in front of the 
people si�ng here and the town elders, if you want to. If you want to redeem it, do so; 
but if you don't, tell me now, so I know - because you're the one with first right to it, and 
I'm next a�er you." "I'll redeem it," the man said.

Context: Boaz formally and publicly offers the rela�ve first right of refusal, exactly as 
he'd promised Ruth he would, being scrupulously fair even though it could mean losing 
his own chance to marry her.
Meaning: The other rela�ve's quick "I will redeem it" shows he's happy to take on land, 
which increases his wealth at no real cost. The story is quietly se�ng up a contrast that 
becomes clear in the next verse - his willingness is about to be tested against a cost he 
hasn't yet considered.
Lesson: Boaz gives the nearer kinsman the honest first opportunity to redeem the land, 
even though Boaz himself may have wanted it — he does not scheme to move ahead of 
someone with a righ�ul prior claim. True fairness means le�ng others have what is 
genuinely theirs to decide first, even when it costs you the outcome you might prefer. 
Give people their righ�ul chance before you take yours.
See Also: Philippians 2:3-4 - esteeming others and their interests as highly as your own, 
seen in Boaz giving the nearer kinsman first right.

4:5 (KJV) Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must 
buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead 
upon his inheritance.
(B:E Project) Then Boaz said, "On the same day you buy the field from Naomi, you must 
also take on Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, in order to keep the dead 
man's name alive through his inheritance."

Context: Boaz reveals the full package - the land cannot be separated from the 
obliga�on to Ruth, since buying the field also meant taking responsibility for con�nuing 
Elimelech's family line through Ruth, in keeping with the custom of providing for a dead 
man's widow and name.
Meaning: This is the pivotal turn of the legal scene: redeeming the land isn't just a good 
investment, it comes bundled with a real, costly responsibility - marrying a foreign 
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widow and raising children who would inherit the land in the dead man's name, not the 
redeemer's own. Boaz makes sure the whole truth is on the table before anyone 
commits, refusing to let the man walk into a deal only half-informed.

Lesson: Boaz doesn't let the kinsman agree to only the easy, profitable part of the deal 
— he makes sure the man understands the whole cost, including marrying Ruth and 
raising up the name of the dead. Full honesty, even when it will likely cost you an 
agreement, is worth more than a deal built on someone's incomplete understanding. 
Never let another person commit to something without knowing the whole truth of 
what it requires.

See Also: Ma�hew 5:37 - let your communica�on be Yea, yea, Nay, nay, the plain, 
complete honesty Boaz insists on before the deal is struck.

4:6 (KJV) And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own 
inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.
(B:E Project) "Then I can't redeem it," the rela�ve said, "or I'll risk damaging my own 
family's inheritance. You redeem it yourself - I can't do it."

Context: Once he learns the full terms, the unnamed rela�ve withdraws, presumably 
because children born to Ruth would inherit the land in Mahlon's name rather than his 
own, effec�vely cos�ng him money and property for no las�ng gain to his own family 
line.

Meaning: The man's decision is understandable in narrow financial terms, but it also 
reveals a limit to his character: he'll take an easy gain, but not an obliga�on that costs 
him something for someone else's benefit. Real generosity is usually tested exactly at 
the point where doing right stops being free.

Lesson: The kinsman refuses the moment his own inheritance is at risk — he will not 
redeem Ruth if it might 'mar mine own inheritance.' I do not condemn him for weighing 
the cost, but no�ce the difference between him and Boaz: one guards his own future 
first, the other lays his down for someone else's. Ask yourself honestly which kind of love 
you are prac�cing when sacrifice enters the picture.

See Also: Mark 10:21-22 - the rich young ruler who went away sorrowful rather than risk 
what he had for another's sake, much like this kinsman's refusal.

4:7 (KJV) Now this was the manner in former �me in Israel concerning redeeming and 
concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to 
his neighbour: and this was a tes�mony in Israel.
(B:E Project) (In earlier �mes in Israel, this was the custom for finalising a transac�on, 
whether buying back property or transferring a right: one man would take off his sandal 
and hand it to the other. This is how such deals were officially confirmed in Israel.)

Context: The storyteller pauses to explain an old custom to readers who, by the �me this 
was wri�en down, no longer prac�sed it - a sign this account was recorded some �me 
a�er the events themselves.
Meaning: This li�le explanatory aside tells us the book of Ruth was wri�en for people 
who needed some ancient customs explained, much as we might need them explained 
to us today. The sandal exchange func�oned like a signature or a handshake seal - a 
simple, visible, agreed sign that made a verbal agreement official and binding in public 
memory.
Lesson: This ordinary custom of removing a sandal to confirm an agreement shows how 
seriously this community treated its promises — a simple, visible, honest sign that 
everyone present could trust. Let your yes be a yes that people can rely on, sealed by 
consistent ac�on, not just a word that can quietly slip away. Build trust through small, 
clear signs that match what you've promised.
See Also: Deuteronomy 25:7-9 - the law behind removing a sandal in a kinsman's refusal 
to marry a brother's widow, the very custom being enacted here.

4:8 (KJV) Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.
(B:E Project) So the rela�ve said to Boaz, "Buy it yourself," and pulled off his sandal.

Context: The unnamed kinsman formally and publicly hands his right of redemp�on 
over to Boaz, comple�ng the legal transfer in front of the assembled elders and 
townspeople.
Meaning: With this simple, physical gesture, the path is now legally clear for Boaz to 
marry Ruth and redeem the land - the last obstacle removed properly and fairly, without 
shortcuts or secrecy. A small, symbolic ac�on, agreed by everyone watching, can se�le 
something enormous.
Lesson: The kinsman releases his claim without bi�erness or resistance, formally and 
completely, once he decides it isn't his to keep. Le�ng go gracefully of something you 
have a right to, when holding onto it would only harm someone else, is real humility. 
Prac�ce releasing what is not truly yours to hold before it has to be pried from your 
hands.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 13:5 - charity 'seeketh not her own,' reflected in the kinsman 
formally le�ng go of a claim rather than clutching it.

4:9 (KJV) And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, 
that I have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of 
the hand of Naomi.
(B:E Project) Then Boaz said to the elders and everyone present, "You are witnesses 
today that I have bought everything that belonged to Elimelech, and everything that 
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon, from Naomi."
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Context: Boaz makes a clear, public declara�on, naming every member of Naomi's dead 
family whose property and legacy he is now taking responsibility for - not just Elimelech, 
but also his two sons.
Meaning: Boaz doesn't quietly se�le this in private; he states it plainly, in front of 
witnesses, taking full public responsibility for the whole extended family's welfare and 
legacy. It's a model of following through on a commitment openly and completely, 
leaving nothing ambiguous.
Lesson: Boaz declares his purchase publicly before the whole community — he takes up 
responsibility for a struggling family in the open, not quietly where no one would ever 
know. When you step in to help someone in need, do not be afraid to let it be seen; a 
good example given openly can encourage others to do likewise. Let your care for the 
vulnerable be visible enough to inspire, not hidden out of false modesty.
See Also: Ma�hew 5:16 - le�ng your light so shine before men that they see your good 
works, which Boaz does by declaring his purchase openly.

4:10 (KJV) Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, 
to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not 
cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.
(B:E Project) "And I have also taken Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon's widow, to be my wife, 
so that the dead man's name will con�nue through his inheritance, and his name won't 
disappear from his family or from his hometown records. You are witnesses today."

Context: Boaz publicly and formally commits to marrying Ruth, explicitly naming his 
purpose: to preserve the memory, name and property line of her dead husband 
Mahlon, not to erase it by absorbing it into his own.
Meaning: No�ce what Boaz is choosing here - he is using his own wealth and status to 
keep alive the name and legacy of another man's family line, rather than building only 
his own. It's a striking example of generosity that looks past self-interest, done openly so 
everyone can hold him to it.
Lesson: Boaz takes Ruth, a foreign widow with no standing of her own, and commits 
himself publicly to ensuring her dead husband's name and inheritance are not cut off. 
This is love that restores what was lost to someone else, asking nothing in return but the 
privilege of caring for them. Look for the person whose name and legacy the world has 
nearly forgo�en, and be the one who remembers them.
See Also: John 15:13 - greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends, echoed in Boaz's costly, self-giving commitment to Ruth and Mahlon's 
name.

4:11 (KJV) And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The 
LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which 

two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in 
Bethlehem:
(B:E Project) All the people at the gate, and the elders, said, "We are witnesses. May the 
LORD make this woman who is joining your household like Rachel and Leah, the two 
women who built up the family of Israel. May you prosper in Ephrathah and be well 
known in Bethlehem."

Context: The whole community responds with a public blessing, comparing Ruth - a 
foreign widow - to Rachel and Leah, the founding matriarchs of the en�re na�on of 
Israel, a remarkably high honour for someone who arrived in town as an outsider with 
nothing.
Meaning: This moment shows a real shi� in how the community sees Ruth: not as a 
foreigner to be tolerated, but as someone worthy of comparison to their most 
honoured ancestors. Character and loyalty, proven over �me, can earn genuine 
acceptance and respect, even across lines that usually divide people.
Lesson: The whole town blesses Ruth — a Moabite outsider — comparing her to Rachel 
and Leah, the founding mothers of Israel itself. This is total acceptance: a community 
welcoming someone once considered foreign into its very center without reserva�on. 
Let go of who someone used to be labeled as, and welcome them fully into where they 
now belong.
See Also: Genesis 29:31-30:24 - Rachel and Leah building the house of Israel, the 
standard of blessing the town invokes over Ruth the outsider.

4:12 (KJV) And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the 
seed which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.
(B:E Project) "And may your family be like the family of Perez, whom Tamar bore to 
Judah, through the children the LORD gives you by this young woman."

Context: The blessing also references Perez, an ancestor born through an earlier story 
involving Tamar and Judah - another situa�on involving a widow, a family line at risk, and 
an unconven�onal path to its con�nua�on.
Meaning: By invoking Tamar and Perez, the community draws a deliberate parallel: like 
that earlier story, this one is about a vulnerable widow whose determina�on and 
courage led to a family line surviving and flourishing against the odds. Ruth's story is 
being placed within a larger pa�ern the community already recognised and valued.
Lesson: The people bless Boaz's house to be 'like the house of Pharez,' whose own 
mother Tamar was also an outsider who had to fight for her place in the family line. I 
have always built My most important stories through people the world overlooked or 
judged — take heart if you have ever felt like you didn't quite belong where you landed.
See Also: Genesis 38:27-29 - Tamar's own fight for a place in Judah's family line through 
Pharez, the same story of an overlooked woman securing the future the town now prays 
for Ruth.
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4:13 (KJV) So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD 
gave her concep�on, and she bare a son.
(B:E Project) So Boaz married Ruth, and she became his wife. When he slept with her, 
the LORD enabled her to conceive, and she had a son.

Context: A�er the long build-up of loyalty, risk and legal process across three and a half 
chapters, the marriage and birth finally happen in a single, quietly stated verse.
Meaning: The plain, unadorned way this life-changing outcome is told fits the whole 
book's style: big turning points are described simply and honestly, le�ng the weight of 
everything that led here speak for itself. Ruth's years of hard, faithful choices arrive at a 
se�led, secure new life - not by luck, but as the natural result of consistent character 
mee�ng genuine opportunity.
Lesson: God gives Ruth concep�on the moment faithfulness, pa�ence, and honest love 
finally come together in marriage — the child is not just Boaz and Ruth's doing, it is Mine. 
When you have walked the hard road of loyalty and integrity, trust that I am present in 
what grows from it, even when the growth takes its own �me to show.
See Also: Psalm 127:3 - children are a heritage of the LORD, the same divine gi� now 
given to Boaz and Ruth.

4:14 (KJV) And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not le� thee 
this day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.
(B:E Project) The women of the town said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has not 
le� you today without a family redeemer. May this child's name become well known in 
Israel."

Context: The women of Bethlehem, who appear at both the beginning and end of the 
book to mark Naomi's story, now speak again - this �me celebra�ng her transforma�on 
from loss to renewed security.
Meaning: This directly answers the bi�erness Naomi expressed back in chapter 1, when 
she said she had nothing le� and asked people to call her "Mara" (meaning bi�er). The 
turnaround is now spoken aloud by her community: she is not without family or hope 
a�er all - a story of real loss can s�ll lead somewhere good, even if it takes �me and 
doesn't look the way anyone first expected.
Lesson: The women of the town rush to bless the LORD alongside Naomi, rejoicing over 
her restored family rather than standing at a distance from her long grief. Celebrate 
loudly with people when their sorrow finally turns to joy — do not let awkwardness or 
envy keep you from entering fully into someone else's good news.
See Also: Romans 12:15 - rejoice with them that do rejoice, exactly what the women of 
Bethlehem do with Naomi here.

4:15 (KJV) And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for 
thy daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is be�er to thee than seven sons, hath born 
him.

(B:E Project) "This child will restore your life and take care of you in your old age, because 
your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is worth more to you than seven sons, has 
given birth to him."

Context: The women praise Ruth directly, using "seven sons" - a number symbolising 
the greatest possible blessing and security a family could have in that culture - to 
describe her value to Naomi.
Meaning: This is one of the most striking compliments in the whole book: a loyal 
daughter-in-law, and a foreigner at that, is rated above the maximum ideal of sons in a 
culture that prized sons very highly. It's the community publicly recognising that love and 
loyalty freely chosen can ma�er more than blood �es or social status - a genuinely 
countercultural statement for its �me.
Lesson: The women call Ruth 'be�er to thee than seven sons' — the highest praise their 
culture could offer, given to a foreign daughter-in-law rather than a blood son. Worth is 
not measured by birthright, gender, or origin but by loyal love faithfully lived out. Value 
people by the faithfulness they actually show you, not by the status the world would 
assign them.
See Also: 1 Samuel 1:8 - Elkanah asks Hannah, 'am not I be�er to thee than ten sons,' the 
same eleva�on of loyal love above the status of sons that the women give Ruth.

4:16 (KJV) And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.
(B:E Project) Naomi took the baby, held him close against her, and cared for him.

Context: Naomi becomes closely, physically involved in caring for her grandson - a 
tender, personal image that closes out her arc from emp�ness to fullness.
Meaning: This simple domes�c image carries enormous emo�onal weight a�er 
everything Naomi has lost and endured - it's the quiet, physical proof that her family line 
and her own life have been restored. Some�mes the most meaningful evidence of 
healing isn't a grand speech, but an ordinary, everyday act like holding a child.
Lesson: Naomi, who once asked to be called Mara because her life felt so bi�er and 
empty, now holds a grandchild against her own chest and becomes his nurse. Grief does 
not get the final word; I am always working to bring warmth and purpose back into lives 
that have known real emp�ness. Trust that the story is not over even when a chapter 
feels u�erly bi�er.
See Also: Ruth 1:20-21 - Naomi's earlier request to be called Mara, or bi�er, now 
answered by the comfort of a grandchild in her arms.

4:17 (KJV) And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to 
Naomi; and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.
(B:E Project) The women of the neighbourhood gave him a name, saying, "A son has 
been born to Naomi!" They named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, who was 
the father of David.
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Context: The neighbours effec�vely treat the baby as also belonging to Naomi, not just 
to Ruth and Boaz, and the verse then reveals the story's real significance: this child's 
grandson would be David, Israel's most famous king.
Meaning: This is the payoff for the whole book - a story that began with famine, death 
and two poor widows turns out to be the origin story of a great king's family line. 
Ordinary people's quiet faithfulness, in situa�ons with no visible reward at the �me, can 
end up ma�ering far more than anyone involved could have imagined.
Lesson: The neighbor women, not the parents, are the ones who name this child Obed 
— and this small domes�c moment quietly becomes the doorway to King David's en�re 
family line. You rarely see, in the moment, how far your small faithful acts will reach; let 
that free you to be faithful in the small things without needing to know their full weight.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:5-6 - Obed's place in the genealogy leading to David and ul�mately 
to Christ, showing where this small naming moment was quietly heading.

4:18 (KJV) Now these are the genera�ons of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron,
(B:E Project) This is the family line of Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron.

Context: The book closes with a formal genealogy, a common way in the ancient world 
to record and validate an important family's lineage, star�ng from Perez, men�oned 
earlier in the blessing at the gate.
Meaning: A genealogy might look like a dry list today, but at the �me it func�oned as 
proof and public record - officially placing this family, and this story, within the wider, 
ongoing history of the na�on. It signals that what has just happened isn't a minor local 
anecdote but part of something with las�ng significance.
Lesson: The story now shi�s from Ruth's personal drama into a bare list of names — a 
reminder that faithfulness across genera�ons, even the quiet, undocumented kind, is 
what carries a family and a purpose forward. Your unremarkable, faithful days ma�er to 
the story even when no one is wri�ng them down in detail.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:5 - the same genealogical line from Pharez through Hezron 
recorded again, underscoring how carefully this family line was preserved.

4:19 (KJV) And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,
(B:E Project) Hezron was the father of Ram, and Ram was the father of Amminadab.

Context: The genealogy con�nues, lis�ng the genera�ons between Perez and Boaz.
Meaning: Each name here represents a real, unrecorded life and story, much like Ruth 
and Naomi's - most of these individual lives are otherwise en�rely unknown to us, yet 
each is treated as an essen�al, necessary link. It's a quiet reminder that ordinary, 
unremarkable-seeming genera�ons are s�ll part of building something las�ng.
Lesson: Hezron to Ram to Amminadab — three names with no story a�ached to them 
at all, and yet each one was a necessary, faithful link that had to hold for everything that 

came a�er to exist. Do not despise the seasons of your life that seem to leave no 
drama�c mark; simply being faithful in your genera�on is itself enough.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:9-10 - the same names, Hezron to Ram to Amminadab, 
recorded in Israel's official genealogical record.

4:20 (KJV) And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,
(B:E Project) Amminadab was the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon was the father of 
Salmon.

Context: The list con�nues down toward Boaz's own genera�on, moving steadily closer 
to the events just told in the book.
Meaning: Nahshon was remembered elsewhere as a leader among the genera�on that 
le� Egypt, so this list is quietly tying Ruth and Boaz's very local, personal story to that 
much larger na�onal history. Individual choices ripple forward and connect to a far 
bigger picture than the people living them could see at the �me.
Lesson: Nahshon, tucked quietly into this list, was actually the leader of the tribe of 
Judah during the Exodus — someone with real responsibility whose faithfulness in his 
own �me made room for Salmon and everything a�er him. Faithfulness in the posi�on 
you already hold, however ordinary it looks from the outside, is never wasted.
See Also: Numbers 2:3 - Nahshon named as the prince and leader of the tribe of Judah 
during the wilderness years, the same man appearing quietly in this line.

4:21 (KJV) And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,
(B:E Project) Salmon was the father of Boaz, and Boaz was the father of Obed.

Context: The genealogy finally reaches Boaz himself, and then his son with Ruth, Obed - 
the very child the women of Bethlehem celebrated a few verses earlier.
Meaning: Placing Boaz and Obed here confirms officially, in the formal record, 
everything the narra�ve has just shown: their marriage was real, recognised and 
consequen�al, not just a nice ending to a story. It anchors the personal, emo�onal 
events of the book into solid, las�ng fact.
Lesson: Salmon begets Boaz, and Boaz — the very man who showed such pa�ent, 
honest love to Ruth throughout this whole story — becomes a father himself. Every act 
of kindness and integrity you have read about in this book was never separate from 
ordinary family life; it was the very thing that built it. Let your character today become 
the inheritance someone receives tomorrow.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:5 - 'Booz begat Obed of Ruth,' the same father-son link named 
directly in the genealogy of Jesus Christ.

4:22 (KJV) And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.
(B:E Project) Obed was the father of Jesse, and Jesse was the father of David.
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Context: The book's final verse names David explicitly, revealing that Ruth - a poor 
Moabite widow with no status or resources - is the great-grandmother of Israel's most 
celebrated king.

Meaning: This closing line is the whole point the story has been building to: an outsider's 
quiet loyalty, and a family's willingness to do right by her even at personal cost, turn out 
to shape the future of an en�re na�on. It's a genuinely hopeful thought for anyone 
whose own daily choices feel small or unno�ced - faithful, unglamorous decisions made 
in obscurity can ma�er far more than anyone could have predicted.

Lesson: The book of Ruth, which began with a famine and a grieving widow with nothing 
le�, ends here with the name of King David — and further s�ll, with the coming of the 
Messiah through this very line. Nothing done in loyal love, however small or hidden it felt 
at the �me, is ever wasted in My hands; I am always weaving faithfulness toward a 
purpose larger than what you can presently see.

See Also: 1 Samuel 16:1,13 - David's anoin�ng as king, the son of Jesse, the very lineage 
this closing verse has been building toward all along.
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