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It is a hard season, and it continues to be. But I don't resent where I am. With all 
my heart, I believe this is where I am meant to be, and where I want to be.

The quick succession, timing and intensity of these events in my life began to feel 
like part of God’s plan for me.

It was then that I found solace in the Bible, just as life felt cracked wide open. And 
yet, in that brokenness, I noticed what I’d missed before—God actually draws 
close to people whose hearts are shattered (Psalm 34:18). When I ran out of my 
own strength, I learned how much I could lean on His:

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

The Bible became more than something I was trying to understand. It became 
something I needed, even a passion. I honestly cannot imagine where I would be 
now without it.

Caring for my mother meant I couldn’t run from thing to thing anymore, and I like 
to be busy. It also meant that I didn’t have as much time or access to friends, 
especially as I now lived in a new area. Life slowed down, and income dropped to 
just enough to cover bare necessities.

But in that quiet, a new door opened.

I started volunteering as a driver—just helping elderly and vulnerable people who 
simply needed a lift—and, in many cases, a lift in more ways than one. I also 
started sharing my faith. It’s a small thing, but it felt right—my passengers lifted 
me as much as I lifted them, and I felt comfortable sharing my faith.

James reminds us that caring for those in need is an important expression of faith 
(James 1:27).

That volunteering drew me back to church, and—probably for the first time ever—
I found myself having real conversations with God. Not just polite, thank-you 
prayers that I had always done, but honest ones where I was asking for help. I no 
longer felt guilty about asking God for help, as though doing so somehow meant I 
didn't trust the path God had given me.

I was forming a relationship with God.

And something shifted. I started to realise that God doesn't just help; He guides 
us, and I was beginning to learn to listen (Proverbs 3:5–6). I also started seeing 
the Bible not simply as a set of instructions, but as a guide for how to live.

I also began to see something about Christian fellowship that I hadn't really 
considered before.

Human beings naturally form communities. We make friends, find people we are 
comfortable with, and over time those friendships become established. There is 
nothing wrong with that. But Scripture calls us to something beyond simply 
gathering with the people we already know.
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PREFACE
First, thanks for picking up this book. If there is anything good in these pages, give 
credit to God; anything weak or flawed, that’s on me. I wrote this out of 
gratitude—a small way to give back, hoping maybe it lights the path for someone 
else, just like Scripture has done for me:

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

My journey to faith wasn’t in a moment of crisis, in despair, or some dramatic 
story. No lightning bolts, no instant conversion. Honestly, it was more like water 
slowly carving its path over time.

Back at University, nearly 40 years ago, my friends were genuinely fired up about 
their faith and invited me along. They, and their invitation for me to believe there 
is a God, are the reason I got baptised. It wasn’t about church pressure; I just knew 
I wanted what they had, even if I didn’t truly understand what it was. But one 
thing was becoming clear to me: I was experiencing something I came to 
understand as the work of the Holy Spirit.

After University, the real world arrived. For years, my faith stayed quiet and 
private. I said the Lord’s Prayer every day. I tried to live with an open hand and 
hoped God had a plan for me, especially when life made no sense. I tried never to 
judge others too quickly, because I could never know the whole story or what was 
in another person's heart. God alone sees all things and judges perfectly.

Still, I rarely set foot in church. My life was busy, and I worked most Sundays. I also 
hardly knew anyone who talked about their faith openly.

I tried reading the Bible, but wrestling with the King James Version just felt 
impossible. When I was baptised, there wasn’t the choice of Bibles we have today. 
Sure, I believed there was something bright and life-giving in its words. I wasn't 
rejecting the King James Bible. I simply couldn't understand much of its language.

Then, a couple of years ago, everything shifted.

I lost my job in a way that wasn’t fair. My father passed away—not long after 
celebrating sixty years with my mother. My son was also close to a breakdown—
he had been working too hard. Soon after that, I moved into my mother’s home 
so that I could care for her.

I believe Scripture calls us to care for our own (1 Timothy 5:8), and there are times 
when that responsibility has to come before my ability to attend church. Leaving 
my mother to attend church is not always safe, and that has made regular 
attendance difficult.

This has never been a rejection of the Church or of Christian fellowship. Quite the 
opposite. My heart is entirely with God, and I genuinely believe that caring for my 
mother is where God wants me to be. She is slowly losing her hearing and vision, 
with Alzheimer’s taking away more of who she is each day.



My own circumstances have sometimes left me on the edge of those 
established friendships. Even when I am able to attend church or volunteer, I 
often have responsibilities waiting for me at home. Sometimes I have to leave 
as soon as I can. At other times, I stay longer than I should because there is 
work that needs doing before I can return home.

I don't want that to be mistaken for being unfriendly or uninterested. Quite 
the opposite. I want fellowship. I want friendship. I want to feel that I belong.

This experience has taught me to be cautious about judging what I see in 
another person. I may see someone who does not stay, does not talk much, or 
seems distant, but I cannot know the circumstances behind what I see. God 
sees the whole story; I see only a small part of it.

That does not mean we should never exercise discernment. There are times 
when we need to recognise what is right and wrong, protect ourselves or 
others, and act when something is clearly harmful. But I believe we should be 
very slow to turn an observation into an assumption, an assumption into a 
judgement, and a judgement into exclusion. This has become clearer, while 
studying the Bible.

There may be someone standing on the edge of a church who desperately 
wants to belong. There may be someone carrying a burden that nobody else 
knows about. There may be someone searching for God who is quietly 
watching how Christians treat one another.

And that matters.

There are already enough barriers between people and God without Christians 
unintentionally creating more.

Jesus gives us a powerful picture of this in the parable of the lost sheep. The 
shepherd has ninety-nine sheep, but when one goes astray, he goes looking for 
it. The ninety-nine are not unimportant. But neither is the one.

That image has stayed with me.

If someone is struggling to understand Scripture, perhaps we should not simply 
assume that they will eventually find their way. If someone is standing on the 
edge of a Christian community, perhaps we should not simply accept that they 
are outside it. If someone appears distant, perhaps we should remember that 
we do not know their whole story.

Sometimes all that is needed is for someone to notice them, make room for 
them, and make sure they are not quietly left on the outside.

I don't say any of this as a criticism of the Church, and I certainly don't claim 
to have all the answers. I say it because Scripture has made me increasingly 
aware that following Christ changes not only our relationship with God, but 
also the way we see and treat other people.

Perhaps that is one of the things God has been teaching me through this 
season:

I cannot know another person's whole story, but I can choose not to become 
another barrier in their way.

So, I decided to really read the Bible, cover to cover.

My memory has always been atrocious, so I started typing out every verse, 
hoping the hands-on effort would help me absorb the words more effectively. 
Next to each King James verse, I wrote out what I thought it meant in plain 
English and started researching to gain more clarity.

Partly, I did it because I’d missed years of church teaching, and because I had 
put down the Bible in the past because of the frustration of not understanding 
more clearly the words that I read. But mostly, I did it for my son—he’s 
autistic, he’s exhausted, and as his father, I wanted to understand Scripture 
well enough to explain it to him. So, I decided to tackle my frustration with the 
Bible head-on.

Breaking it down for him became my main reason for all this—a way to do what 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7 calls us to:

“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children…”

After I finished the first chunk, I showed it to my pastor because I wanted to 
be sure I hadn’t missed the mark. He encouraged me greatly and told me to 
keep going.

So, I did.

Book by book, it grew, and I kept one thing front and centre:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
it” (Habakkuk 2:2).

“Let me be clear about what this is, and what it’s not.”
This is not a rewrite of the Bible, or any sort of replacement for it. Scripture is 
the foundation:

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

I haven't altered the Scripture itself. Every King James verse is there in full, so 
you can clearly see what is Scripture and what is my attempt to explain it. What 
I have written alongside it is simply plain-English meaning and explanation—for 
people who are new to the Bible, even the young, to help them move towards 
understanding what is being said.

“Call it a companion, not a substitute. I call it Bible:Essence Project 
as it is simply that, the essence of the Bible.”
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That line matters to me. I’ve tried to make the language simpler, not shrink the 
meaning. Where a verse is difficult to put into plain English, or where faithful 
Christians have understood it in more than one way, I try to say so rather than 
pretend there is only one possible interpretation.

This isn’t a new idea. In Nehemiah 8:8, the Levites read God's law and then 
explained it so everyone could understand. When Philip came across the 
Ethiopian man in Acts 8, that man admitted he couldn't understand Scripture 
without help. And Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:

“Unless you speak words that are easy to understand, how will anyone know 
what you’re saying?” (1 Corinthians 14:9).

Helping people understand Scripture has always been part of the life of God's 
people. I'm simply trying, in a very small way, to do the same.

There are many Bible studies and guides written by people who have a passion 
for God and a desire to share what they have learned. I make no claim to be 
different in that respect. I am simply another person who has found something 
in Scripture that I want others to have the opportunity to discover.

I didn’t write this as a scholar, and I don’t expect you to read it as though you’re 
taking a course. I’m simply an ordinary person whose faith deepened later in life, 
who still gets stuck on difficult passages, and who wanted to find a way into 
Scripture—for myself, for my son, and perhaps for you too.

Perhaps coming to a deeper understanding later in life has given me a 
perspective that can help someone else who is only just beginning that journey.

I’m not claiming to have all the answers, and I certainly don’t want you to take 
my explanations as a substitute for Scripture. Please check what I’ve written 
against the Scripture alongside it, and where something is difficult or open to 
more than one interpretation, I will try to say so.

My hope is not that you take my word for anything, but that my efforts might 
help you engage with God's Word for yourself.

If you already know the Bible well, I hope you'll forgive the simplicity of some of 
the explanations. They aren't written because I think Scripture is simple, but 
because I remember what it felt like when it wasn't.

And if you find that I've misunderstood something, I hope you'll test my words 
against Scripture, as I have tried to do myself.

I’m not looking for money or recognition. Most of these last few years, I’ve been 
caring for my mother and using whatever spare time I could find to chip away at 
this project. In a strange way, the two have gone hand in hand.

My prayer is that these efforts, offered to God, will do the quiet work in your 
heart that His Word began in mine.

I’m trusting, as Isaiah says, that God's word never returns empty—it always does 
what He intends (Isaiah 55:11).

Honestly, my hope is simple:

“That these pages help you move from feeling stuck with the text to beginning 
to understand it—and that, somewhere along that journey, you encounter 
God, as I did.

I hope you come to feel the love of the Bible as I do, and feel blessed by the 
wisdom of God’s Word as it shines through its pages.

I am con�nually in awe of the Bible. Although it was wri�en more than 2,000 
years ago, the wisdom it contains is just as relevant today as it has ever been—
and, perhaps more than ever, that wisdom is needed now in our world.”
And if that happens for even one person, then all the �me and effort that went into these 
pages will have been worth it.

Don’t worry if you struggle like me to remember Bible verses. Be assured that as you read, 
the verses will enter your heart, soul — and even your bones!

May God bless you, and may His Word do in your heart what it has done in mine. Amen.

Methodology Declara�on:

The research for this Bible Study was conducted using a variety of sources, 
including Bible study plans available through YouVersion, other Bible study books, 
websites, and AI tools.

AI was used as a research and reference tool, rather than as a means of 
genera�ng the Bible Study itself. Where AI was used, I used a pla�orm that 
allowed me to submit the same prompts to mul�ple AI models and compare their 
responses. I then analysed and cross-referenced the informa�on provided, with 
the aim of iden�fying inaccuracies, inconsistencies, or poten�al AI 
“hallucina�ons.”

The research from these various sources, including the AI-assisted research, 
helped me to develop my understanding of the subjects discussed and influenced 
some of my thinking. However, the content and wording presented in this Bible 
Study were wri�en by me, based on my own understanding, analysis, and 
interpreta�on of the research.

If you’ve enjoyed what this Bible study has revealed to you, why not visit my website, 
where you’ll find many more resources that reveal the wonder and awe of the Bible? 
www.root-to-fruit.faith
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Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 1

Chapter 1 of 1 Chronicles serves as a founda�onal chapter, detailing the extensive family trees 
from the very first human, Adam, through Noah and his sons, to Abraham, and then focusing on 
the descendants of Abraham's son, Isaac, leading to Esau and the Edomites. This chapter primarily 
consists of long lists of names, establishing the historical and familial connec�ons that underpin 
the en�re Israelite na�on. It me�culously traces the lines of descent, se�ng the stage by showing 
how all humanity originated from Adam, then narrowing the focus to the specific lineage that 
would eventually lead to the people of Israel, even including the early kings and leaders of Edom, 
a neighbouring na�on related to Israel.

1:1 (KJV) Adam, Sheth, Enosh,
(B:E Project) The list begins with Adam, then his son Seth, then Seth's son Enosh.

Context: This opens 1 Chronicles by reaching all the way back to Genesis 5, the very first 
human family tree, rather than star�ng with Israel's own recent history.
Meaning: Before Chronicles tells the story of Israel's kings, it roots that story in the story 
of everyone - star�ng with the first human being. It's a reminder that the Israelite na�on 
isn't presented as separate from the rest of humanity; it emerges from the same single 
origin as every other person and people.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce: before any na�on, any religion, any tribe, there was simply 
one human family. Whatever divides people later, we all start from the same place - so 
hold every other person as genuinely your rela�ve, not a stranger.
See Also: Genesis 5:1-8 - the fuller version of this same early family record; Luke 3:38 - 
Luke's genealogy of Jesus traces back through this same line to Adam.

1:2 (KJV) Kenan, Mahalaleel, Jered,
(B:E Project) Next in the line: Kenan, then Mahalaleel, then Jered.

Context: These three con�nue the pre-flood genealogy taken directly from Genesis 5, 
each named as father to the next.
Meaning: There's nothing drama�c recorded about these men individually - just their 
place in an unbroken chain. Chronicles is making a quiet point: ordinary genera�ons, 
however unremarkable to us now, are the necessary links that carry life and memory 
forward.
Lesson: Most of your days won't feel historic. That's fine - you are s�ll a link that ma�ers, 
carrying something forward to people who come a�er you, even if their names are the 
only part anyone remembers.
See Also: Genesis 5:9-18 - the same names with their lifespans given in full.

     CHAPTER 1
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Book Summary: 1 Chronicles
The Book of 1 Chronicles, originally joined with 2 
Chronicles, tells the story of God’s people from a 
specific viewpoint a�er they returned from exile in 
Babylon. It begins by lis�ng the ancestors from 
Adam all the way to the �me of Israel's kings, 
primarily focusing on the tribe of Judah and the 
royal family of King David. The main goal of this 
book was to remind the Jewish people who had 
come back to their land about their heritage, their 
covenant rela�onship with God, and the central 
role of the Temple in their worship. It emphasised 
God’s faithfulness to David’s family line and 
encouraged the community to recommit to true 
worship and their na�onal iden�ty, drawing hope 
from their past as they looked to rebuild their 
future.



Lesson: Take an interest in people who aren't 'your people.' A truly wide heart keeps 
room on the map for everyone, not just those in your own na�on or tradi�on.
See Also: Genesis 10:2-5 - the source list with more detail on where these peoples 
se�led.

1:6 (KJV) And the sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and Togarmah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Gomer were Ashchenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.

Context: Gomer's descendants are generally linked to peoples of the region around 
Armenia and eastern Anatolia; Ashchenaz (Ashkenaz) later became a name applied to 
peoples further north and, much later in history, to European Jewish communi�es.
Meaning: A single name here, Ashchenaz, travelled an enormous distance through 
history to become a label many people s�ll use today. It's a small window into how 
ancient names keep echoing forward, changing meaning as they go.
Lesson: Names and iden��es shi� and travel across centuries in ways you can't predict. 
Hold your own iden�ty with some lightness - it's part of a much longer story than you 
can see the end of.
See Also: Jeremiah 51:27 - Ashchenaz named among kingdoms summoned against 
Babylon, showing the name s�ll in use centuries later.

1:7 (KJV) And the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, Ki�m, and Dodanim.
(B:E Project) The sons of Javan were Elishah, Tarshish, Ki�m, and Dodanim.

Context: Javan is generally understood as the ancestor of the Greek/Ionian peoples; 
Tarshish became known as a distant western trading des�na�on, and Ki�m refers to 
Cyprus.
Meaning: These names mark out the edges of the known world for ancient Israel - far-
off trading na�ons across the sea. Tarshish especially recurs later in the Bible as a 
byword for the furthest place a ship could sail.
Lesson: There will always be a horizon further than you can currently see. That's not a 
threat - it's an invita�on to stay curious about how much bigger the world, and the family 
of humanity, actually is.
See Also: Jonah 1:3 - Jonah tries to flee 'to Tarshish', showing the name s�ll meant 'the 
far edge of the map' centuries later.

1:8 (KJV) The sons of Ham; Cush, and Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.
(B:E Project) The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan.

Context: Ham's line, in the Table of Na�ons, is generally associated with peoples to the 
south and southwest of Israel: Cush (the region of Nubia/Ethiopia), Mizraim (Egypt), Put 
(likely Libya), and Canaan, the land Israel would later se�le.

1:3 (KJV) Henoch, Methuselah, Lamech,
(B:E Project) Then Henoch (Enoch), then Methuselah, then Lamech.

Context: Enoch is famous elsewhere for having 'walked with God' and being taken 
without dying (Genesis 5:24); Methuselah is remembered as the longest-lived person in 
the Bible; Lamech is Noah's father.
Meaning: Chronicles doesn't repeat the remarkable detail Genesis gives about Enoch - 
it just slots him into the list. Readers who know the fuller story bring that meaning with 
them; the genealogy trusts its audience to remember.
Lesson: Not every good life needs to be explained in full to ma�er. Some of the most 
significant things about a person - like walking closely with what's true and good - never 
make it into the official record, and that's alright.
See Also: Genesis 5:21-24 - Enoch's walk with God and his unusual departure from life; 
Hebrews 11:5 - Enoch remembered for his faith.

1:4 (KJV) Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
(B:E Project) Noah, then his three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Context: This verse jumps straight past the flood story to name Noah's sons, who 
become - according to Genesis 10 - the ancestors of every na�on and people that 
follows.
Meaning: One verse carries the weight of the en�re flood narra�ve and skips to its 
outcome: three brothers from whom, the Bible says, 'the whole earth was overspread.' 
Chronicles isn't interested in retelling the drama, only in the family tree it produced.
Lesson: A�er loss and upheaval, life keeps finding a way forward through the people 
who remain. Whatever you've survived, you can s�ll be someone through whom good 
things mul�ply a�erwards.
See Also: Genesis 9:18-19 - Noah's three sons named as the source of the whole earth's 
popula�on; Genesis 10:1 - the start of the 'Table of Na�ons' this chapter compresses.

1:5 (KJV) The sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and 
Meshech, and Tiras.
(B:E Project) The sons of Japheth were Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
and Tiras.

Context: This begins the 'Table of Na�ons' (compressed from Genesis 10), tracing 
Japheth's descendants, generally understood as the peoples who se�led to the north - 
Anatolia, the Aegean, and beyond.
Meaning: These aren't Israelites - they're the ancestors of distant, non-Israelite peoples: 
forerunners of groups like the Medes and the Greeks. Chronicles includes them anyway, 
showing the writer's interest in the whole human family, not just the part that becomes 
Israel.
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1:11 (KJV) And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim,
(B:E Project) Mizraim (Egypt) fathered Ludim, Anamim, Lehabim, and Naphtuhim.

Context: This con�nues the descendants of Mizraim, the biblical name for Egypt, lis�ng 
sub-groups or regions within or near Egyp�an territory.
Meaning: Egypt will loom enormously over the rest of the Bible's story - as the place of 
both refuge (Joseph) and slavery (Exodus). This verse quietly establishes Egypt's ancient 
roots before any of that history unfolds.
Lesson: The place that later becomes your hardship may once have been, or could again 
be, a place of welcome. Don't fix a person, a na�on, or even a season of your own life 
permanently as 'the enemy' - stories change.
See Also: Genesis 10:13 - the source list; Genesis 45:9-10 - Egypt later becomes a place 
of rescue for Jacob's family.

1:12 (KJV) And Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (of whom came the Philis�nes,) and Caphthorim.
(B:E Project) And Pathrusim, Casluhim (from whom the Philis�nes came), and 
Caphthorim.

Context: This verse notes, almost in passing, that the Philis�nes - who become one of 
Israel's most persistent enemies, including Goliath's people - trace back to this Egyp�an-
linked branch.
Meaning: A throwaway genealogical note actually explains where one of Israel's fiercest 
recurring opponents came from. The Bible doesn't drama�se it here; it simply records 
the fact and moves on, le�ng later books tell that story.
Lesson: Conflict o�en has a long, ordinary ancestry behind it, not a cosmic one. 
Understanding where an opponent actually comes from can turn blind hos�lity into 
something more like understanding.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17 - David and Goliath, Goliath being a Philis�ne; Amos 9:7 - the 
prophet later notes God brought the Philis�nes from Caphtor, echoing this verse.

1:13 (KJV) And Canaan begat Zidon his firstborn, and Heth,
(B:E Project) Canaan fathered Zidon, his firstborn son, and Heth.

Context: Zidon (Sidon) becomes a major Phoenician coastal city; Heth is the ancestor of 
the Hi�tes, a people who show up repeatedly in later Israelite history.
Meaning: Two names here open onto real later stories: Sidon becomes a wealthy 
trading city o�en linked with idol worship that tempts Israel, and Heth's descendants 
include figures like Ephron, who sold Abraham a burial site, and Uriah the Hi�te, whose 
wife Bathsheba David later takes.
Lesson: Every name on a list like this was, to someone, an ancestor worth remembering 
and telling stories about. Take that seriously about the people around you now - each 

Meaning: Canaan's naming here ma�ers a great deal for the rest of the Bible's story - it's 
the land promised to Abraham's family, currently inhabited by Canaan's own 
descendants, whom Israel will later displace. The tension of that future story is quietly 
seeded in this one word.
Lesson: Land, home, and belonging carry deep and complicated histories. Before 
judging any conflict over territory, remember that real families and real histories sit 
underneath every line on a map.
See Also: Genesis 9:25 - the earlier account of a curse spoken over Canaan; Genesis 10:6 
- the source verse for this list.

1:9 (KJV) And the sons of Cush; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. 
And the sons of Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan.
(B:E Project) The sons of Cush were Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raamah, and Sabtecha. And 
the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

Context: These names trace peoples generally located along the Arabian peninsula and 
Horn of Africa, regions later associated with the spice and incense trade - Sheba 
especially becomes famous through the Queen of Sheba who visits Solomon.
Meaning: Buried in this list is the ancestral root of a na�on that will, genera�ons later, 
produce a famous visi�ng monarch. The genealogy plants seeds whose fruit appears 
much further into the biblical story.
Lesson: Small, unno�ced beginnings can grow into something that later commands real 
respect and a�en�on. Don't judge the value of a start by how li�le fanfare it gets.
See Also: 1 Kings 10:1-13 - the Queen of Sheba's visit to Solomon, a descendant of this 
same Sheba's namesake region.

1:10 (KJV) And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be mighty upon the earth.
(B:E Project) Cush also fathered Nimrod, who became a mighty man on the earth.

Context: Nimrod appears more fully in Genesis 10:8-12 as a powerful hunter and the 
founder of major early ci�es and kingdoms, including Babel (Babylon) and Nineveh - 
both of which later become enemies or oppressors of Israel.
Meaning: Nimrod represents raw human ambi�on and empire-building - impressive by 
worldly standards, but the ci�es he founds become synonymous, later in the Bible, with 
pride and opposi�on to God. His single verse here hints at a much bigger, more troubling 
legacy.
Lesson: Strength and achievement aren't the same as goodness. Ask what your power 
is actually being used for - power that only serves itself tends to build something that, 
genera�ons later, needs to be pulled down.
See Also: Genesis 10:8-12 - Nimrod's fuller story and his founding of Babel and Nineveh; 
Genesis 11:1-9 - the tower of Babel, built in the region Nimrod founded.
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Lesson: Big stories need a full backdrop before the main plot begins. Your own life has a 
wider cast of people and circumstances behind it too - it's worth knowing that backdrop 
rather than only focusing on the foreground.
See Also: Genesis 10:18-19 - the source verses no�ng the eventual spread of Canaanite 
peoples.

1:17 (KJV) The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, 
and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech.
(B:E Project) The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Hul, 
Gether, and Meshech.

Context: The text now turns to Shem's line, the branch of Noah's family that will 
eventually lead to Abraham and Israel; it includes ancestors associated with Elam 
(Persia), Asshur (Assyria), and Aram (the Arameans/Syrians).
Meaning: This is the pivotal genealogical branch for the whole Bible - Shem's line is the 
one the story will follow. Interes�ngly, it also names Uz, generally understood as the 
homeland of Job, tying this list to another major biblical book.
Lesson: The line that ma�ers most to your future o�en looks, at first, just like one op�on 
among several others. Pay a�en�on to where you're actually heading, not just where 
you could go.
See Also: Job 1:1 - Job is 'of the land of Uz', linking that story to this genealogy; Genesis 
10:22 - the source list.

1:18 (KJV) And Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat Eber.
(B:E Project) Arphaxad fathered Shelah, and Shelah fathered Eber.

Context: This narrows the focus from Shem's many sons down to a single line, heading 
toward Eber - the name from which 'Hebrew' is generally thought to derive.
Meaning: The genealogy is now funnelling down, genera�on by genera�on, from 
'everyone' to one specific family line - the one that will eventually be called Hebrew, and 
then Israelite.
Lesson: Focus ma�ers. A wide, general calling in life o�en needs to narrow down, 
genera�on by genera�on or decision by decision, into one specific, faithful path.
See Also: Genesis 10:24 - the source verse for this narrower Shem-to-Eber line.

1:19 (KJV) And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of the one was Peleg; because in his 
days the earth was divided: and his brother’s name was Joktan.
(B:E Project) Eber had two sons: one was named Peleg, because the earth was divided 
in his life�me, and his brother was named Joktan.

one is somebody's whole world.
See Also: Genesis 23:3-16 - Abraham buying land from Ephron the Hi�te; 2 Samuel 11 
- Uriah the Hi�te, wronged by King David.

1:14 (KJV) The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and the Girgashite,
(B:E Project) Also the Jebusite, the Amorite, and the Girgashite.

Context: These are Canaanite peoples who will later occupy the land promised to 
Abraham's descendants, including the Jebusites, who hold Jerusalem itself un�l David 
captures it.
Meaning: The city that becomes the centre of Israel's worship and kingship - Jerusalem 
- starts out here simply as the home of the Jebusites, a Canaanite tribe with no special 
status yet. History will turn that around drama�cally.
Lesson: Nothing is des�ned to stay as it currently is. A place, or a person, wri�en off as 
ordinary or even as an obstacle now can become the very centre of something 
meaningful later.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:6-9 - David capturing Jebusite Jerusalem and making it his city.

1:15 (KJV) And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite,
(B:E Project) Also the Hivite, the Arkite, and the Sinite.

Context: More Canaanite tribal groups, part of the wider list of peoples inhabi�ng the 
land before Israel's conquest under Joshua.
Meaning: These names carry li�le individual story in the Bible, but together they build 
the picture of a land already full of established peoples and ci�es long before Israel 
arrives - the 'promised land' was never empty.
Lesson: Wherever you're headed in life, other people are usually already there, with 
their own claims and histories. Walking in with humility about that reality serves you far 
be�er than assuming you're star�ng on a blank page.
See Also: Joshua 3:10 - a later list naming these same Canaanite peoples as na�ons Israel 
would face.

1:16 (KJV) And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.
(B:E Project) Also the Arvadite, the Zemarite, and the Hamathite.

Context: These final names close out Canaan's genealogy, generally placed further north 
along the Syrian coast, near ci�es like Arvad and Hamath.
Meaning: This closes the descendants of Ham with a full sweep of Canaan's 
neighbouring or related peoples - comple�ng the picture before the text turns to Shem's 
line, which will eventually lead to Abraham and Israel.
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Context: Con�nuing Joktan's line; this Sheba is a separate figure from the earlier Sheba 
descended from Cush (verse 9), a reminder that biblical names o�en repeat across 
different family branches.
Meaning: The repe��on of names like Sheba across different genealogical branches 
shows how ancient naming worked - names were reused, not treated as unique 
iden�fiers, which is worth remembering when reading Bible genealogies generally.
Lesson: Don't assume two things that share a name are the same thing. Look closer, 
understand context, before drawing conclusions - that applies to people and their 
reputa�ons too.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 1:9 - an earlier, different Sheba in Cush's line, showing the name's 
reuse.

1:23 (KJV) And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.
(B:E Project) Also Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.

Context: This closes Joktan's genealogy; Ophir becomes famous later in the Bible as a 
source of excep�onally fine gold, especially associated with Solomon's wealth.
Meaning: Ophir's men�on here is a quiet seed for a much later story - centuries on, 
Solomon's ships will sail for Ophir's gold to help build the Temple. The genealogy plants 
names that pay off much further down the biblical �meline.
Lesson: Resources and opportuni�es you'll need later in life are o�en already in place 
long before you need them. Trust that groundwork laid early - even unno�ced - has its 
purpose.
See Also: 1 Kings 9:28 - Solomon's ships bringing gold from Ophir.

1:24 (KJV) Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah,
(B:E Project) Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah,

Context: The text now restates a condensed, direct line from Shem down to Abraham, 
repea�ng names already given but stripped of side branches - this begins that 
streamlined list.
Meaning: A�er all the sprawling branches of the Table of Na�ons, the text pulls back to 
just the single direct line that ma�ers most for what follows: the ancestry of Abraham, 
and through him, Israel.
Lesson: A�er exploring the full breadth of op�ons and connec�ons, some�mes you 
need to refocus back onto the one path that actually leads where you're going.
See Also: Genesis 11:10-12 - the source for this direct line from Shem.

1:25 (KJV) Eber, Peleg, Reu,
(B:E Project) Eber, Peleg, Reu,

Context: Peleg's name is explicitly �ed to a 'division' of the earth - widely understood to 
reference the sca�ering of peoples and languages at the tower of Babel (Genesis 11), 
which happens around this point in the genealogy's �meline.
Meaning: This is one of the few verses in the chapter where a name is explained rather 
than just listed - and it's explained by an event of fracture and separa�on. Even amid all 
this list-making of unity and connec�on, division gets a name and a permanent place in 
the record.
Lesson: Division and separa�on are part of human history - I don't pretend otherwise. 
But naming what divided people, honestly, is the first step toward one day working to 
bring them back together.
See Also: Genesis 11:1-9 - the Babel account of languages and peoples being sca�ered, 
the event Peleg's name commemorates.

1:20 (KJV) And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,
(B:E Project) Joktan fathered Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, and Jerah.

Context: Joktan's sons are generally linked to peoples and regions of the Arabian 
peninsula, con�nuing the branch of Shem's family that heads south rather than toward 
Abraham.
Meaning: Not every branch of this family tree leads to Israel - Joktan's descendants 
spread out across Arabia instead. The Bible records this whole side branch fully, even 
though the main story won't follow it further.
Lesson: Not every path you or people you love take will be 'the main story' - and that 
doesn't make those paths worthless or unrecorded. Every direc�on a life takes is s�ll 
worth honouring.
See Also: Genesis 10:26-29 - the fuller source list of Joktan's descendants.

1:21 (KJV) Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah,
(B:E Project) Also Hadoram, Uzal, and Diklah.

Context: More of Joktan's Arabian-associated descendants; Uzal is some�mes linked to 
the ancient name for what became Sana'a in Yemen.
Meaning: These names root a whole later region and its people into this single ancient 
family tree, connec�ng distant geography back to one shared ancestor.
Lesson: However far apart people end up living, or however different their lives look 
now, this kind of list keeps insis�ng on a shared root beneath it all.
See Also: Genesis 10:27 - the parallel lis�ng in Genesis.

1:22 (KJV) And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba,
(B:E Project) Also Ebal, Abimael, and Sheba.
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(B:E Project) The sons of Abraham were Isaac and Ishmael.

Context: This introduces Abraham's two sons: Isaac, born to his wife Sarah as the child 
of promise, and Ishmael, born earlier to Sarah's servant Hagar.
Meaning: Both sons are named here with no hint of favouri�sm in the wording itself - 
though the Bible's larger story does follow Isaac's line toward Israel while s�ll honouring 
Ishmael's story in its own right, as the chapter shows next.
Lesson: Family situa�ons are rarely simple, and both of Abraham's sons carried real pain 
from how their story unfolded. I don't dismiss anyone's place in a complicated family - 
both sons ma�ered, and both are named with dignity here.
See Also: Genesis 21:1-21 - the fuller story of Isaac's birth and Ishmael's departure with 
his mother Hagar.

1:29 (KJV) These are their genera�ons: The firstborn of Ishmael, Nebaioth; then Kedar, and 
Adbeel, and Mibsam,
(B:E Project) These are their family records: Ishmael's firstborn was Nebaioth, then 
Kedar, Adbeel, and Mibsam.

Context: The text now gives Ishmael's own genealogy in full before moving to Isaac's line 
- Ishmael's twelve sons became, according to Genesis 25, twelve princes of their own 
tribes.
Meaning: Even though the covenant promise runs through Isaac, Ishmael isn't erased or 
diminished - he gets his own full genealogical record, named son by son, exactly as 
Isaac's line will. The text treats him with real respect.
Lesson: Being 'not the chosen path' in someone else's story doesn't make your own life 
any less worth recording and valuing. I see everyone fully, not just the ones who end up 
in the spotlight of someone else's plan.
See Also: Genesis 25:12-16 - the fuller account of Ishmael's twelve sons becoming 
princes of their tribes.

1:30 (KJV) Mishma, and Dumah, Massa, Hadad, and Tema,
(B:E Project) Then Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, and Tema.

Context: This con�nues Ishmael's twelve sons, several of whom - like Tema and Dumah 
- lend their names to real Arabian regions and oases known in the ancient world.
Meaning: These names aren't abstract - some correspond to actual places later 
men�oned in prophe�c wri�ng, showing that Ishmael's descendants became real, 
iden�fiable communi�es across Arabia.
Lesson: Whole communi�es and cultures can trace real, las�ng iden�ty back to a name 
most readers skim past. Every people group has a beginning worth respec�ng, even if 
history remembers it only faintly.

Context: Con�nuing the direct, condensed genealogical line from Shem toward 
Abraham, this �me without the explanatory detail about Peleg given earlier in verse 19.
Meaning: Having already explained Peleg's name once, the text now simply lists him as 
a link in the chain - showing how this second, condensed list serves a different purpose 
(tracing lineage efficiently) than the earlier, fuller one.
Lesson: Some�mes the full story only needs telling once. A�er that, simply 
remembering and carrying it forward is enough.
See Also: Genesis 11:18-20 - the source verses for Reu and the genera�ons following.

1:26 (KJV) Serug, Nahor, Terah,
(B:E Project) Serug, Nahor, Terah,

Context: This con�nues the direct line toward Abraham; Terah is Abraham's father, who 
according to Genesis began the journey from Ur toward Canaan before se�ling in Haran.
Meaning: Terah's genera�on is the one that begins the great geographic move west that 
Abraham will later complete - the family was already migra�ng before God's specific call 
to Abraham in Genesis 12.
Lesson: Big turning points in a family's or a person's life are o�en prepared for by a 
previous genera�on's smaller steps. You may be laying groundwork now for a future you 
won't personally see finished.
See Also: Genesis 11:31 - Terah's family first se�ng out from Ur toward Canaan.

1:27 (KJV) Abram; the same is Abraham.
(B:E Project) Abram - that is, Abraham.

Context: This single short verse marks the arrival of Abraham, the pivotal figure the 
whole genealogy has been building toward, and the man with whom God makes the 
covenant that shapes the rest of the Bible's story.
Meaning: A�er twenty-six genera�ons of names, the text finally lands on Abraham - 
no�ng that he was originally called Abram before his name was changed. Chronicles 
treats this as the true hinge point of the whole human story it has been tracing since 
Adam.
Lesson: A name change, in the Bible, o�en marks a new iden�ty and a new calling. 
Whatever your past name or reputa�on, you are never locked into it - a fresh start, and 
a new purpose, is always genuinely possible.
See Also: Genesis 17:5 - God changing Abram's name to Abraham, meaning 'father of 
many na�ons'; Gala�ans 3:29 - the New Testament describing all who have faith as 
Abraham's spiritual children.

1:28 (KJV) The sons of Abraham; Isaac, and Ishmael.
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Context: This closes the genealogy of Abraham's sons by Keturah, before the text turns 
fully to Isaac's line in the next verse.
Meaning: This finishes off the 'side' branches of Abraham's family - the sons of Ishmael 
and now the sons of Keturah - so that the narra�ve can properly focus on Isaac, the 
promised line, without losing sight that these other families were real and counted too.
Lesson: Before moving on to what ma�ers most to your own story, it's worth pausing to 
properly honour the people and paths that aren't your main focus. Nobody should feel 
like an a�erthought.
See Also: Genesis 25:1-4 - the source list of Keturah's sons and grandsons.

1:34 (KJV) And Abraham begat Isaac. The sons of Isaac; Esau and Israel.
(B:E Project) Abraham fathered Isaac. Isaac's sons were Esau and Israel.

Context: This verse marks the pivotal transi�on into Jacob's story - here called by his 
later name Israel - though the birth of the twins and the whole account of Esau selling his 
birthright and Jacob receiving Isaac's blessing lie behind this single compressed line.
Meaning: Using the name 'Israel' rather than 'Jacob' here is deliberate - it looks past all 
the decep�on and struggle of Jacob's early life straight to what he became: the man 
whose name the en�re na�on would carry.
Lesson: You are not only your worst or most complicated choices. Jacob wrestled - 
literally, in the story - with who he was, and came out the other side renamed and 
repurposed. Growth like that is always available to you too.
See Also: Genesis 25:24-26 - the birth of the twins Esau and Jacob; Genesis 32:28 - Jacob 
renamed Israel a�er wrestling through the night.

1:35 (KJV) The sons of Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Esau were Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jaalam, and Korah.

Context: The text now turns to Esau's genealogy, tracing the line that becomes the 
na�on of Edom, Israel's neighbour and frequent rival, before circling back to Jacob/
Israel's own twelve sons in chapter 2.
Meaning: Esau, who lost the birthright and blessing to his brother Jacob, s�ll gets a full 
genealogical record here, becoming the ancestor of an en�re, historically significant 
na�on. The Bible doesn't diminish him just because the covenant line ran elsewhere.
Lesson: Losing out on one specific opportunity doesn't mean your whole future is 
diminished. Esau s�ll built a substan�al legacy - what you do with what remains ma�ers 
just as much as what you didn't get.
See Also: Genesis 36:1-5 - the fuller Genesis account of Esau's sons and his iden�fica�on 
with Edom.

See Also: Isaiah 21:14 - Tema men�oned as a real place offering hospitality to fleeing 
travellers, genera�ons later.

1:31 (KJV) Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These are the sons of Ishmael.
(B:E Project) Also Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. These were the sons of Ishmael.

Context: This closes Ishmael's genealogical list; Jetur's descendants (the Itureans) 
appear again much later in biblical-era history around the region of Galilee.
Meaning: Twelve named sons complete Ishmael's own tribal structure - mirroring the 
twelve tribes that will later come from Jacob/Israel. The parallel is deliberate: both of 
Abraham's sons become the fathers of substan�al na�ons.
Lesson: Two very different des�nies can s�ll each carry real weight and blessing. 
Comparing your path to someone else's misses that both can ma�er enormously in 
their own right.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:19 - the Itureans (Jetur's descendants) men�oned again in 
conflict with Israelite tribes.

1:32 (KJV) Now the sons of Keturah, Abraham’s concubine: she bare Zimran, and Jokshan, 
and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan; Sheba, and 
Dedan.
(B:E Project) The sons of Keturah, Abraham's concubine, were Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, 
Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. And the sons of Jokshan were Sheba and Dedan.

Context: A�er Sarah's death, Abraham took Keturah, and this verse lists their sons - 
among them Midian, whose descendants later become significant, some�mes as allies 
(Moses' father-in-law Jethro) and some�mes as opponents (the Midianite oppression in 
Judges) of Israel.
Meaning: Abraham's family tree keeps expanding even in his old age, producing yet 
more na�ons. Midian in par�cular will have a long, complicated rela�onship with Israel 
- by turns connected by marriage and locked in real conflict.
Lesson: Rela�onships between families and peoples are rarely simply good or bad 
across their whole history - they shi�. Hold space for that complexity rather than 
reducing any group to a single story.
See Also: Exodus 3:1 - Moses' father-in-law Jethro, a priest of Midian; Judges 6-7 - 
Gideon's later war against Midianite oppression.

1:33 (KJV) And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. All 
these are the sons of Keturah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Henoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All 
these were descendants of Keturah.
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Lesson: When you inherit a place, a role, or an opportunity, remember there were 
usually people there before you, with their own full lives. Recording their names, as this 
chapter does, is a small act of respect worth imita�ng.
See Also: Genesis 36:20-21 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng of Seir's Horite descendants.

1:39 (KJV) And the sons of Lotan; Hori, and Homam: and Timna was Lotan’s sister.
(B:E Project) The sons of Lotan were Hori and Homam; and Timna was Lotan's sister.

Context: This con�nues the Horite genealogy; this Timna, sister of Lotan, is likely 
connected to the concubine Timna men�oned later in Esau's family (Genesis 36:12), 
whose son was Amalek.
Meaning: Naming a sister here, not just sons, is notable - genealogies in this era usually 
record only male lines, so Timna's specific men�on suggests she was a person of some 
par�cular importance or memorable connec�on within the family's history.
Lesson: No�ce who tends to get le� out of the record, and make a point of 
remembering them anyway. Everyone's contribu�on to a family's or a community's 
story deserves to be counted, not just the ones the usual system tracks.
See Also: Genesis 36:12 - a Timna named as Eliphaz's concubine and Amalek's mother, 
likely the same figure.

1:40 (KJV) The sons of Shobal; Alian, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. And the 
sons of Zibeon; Aiah, and Anah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Shobal were Alian, Manahath, Ebal, Shephi, and Onam. The 
sons of Zibeon were Aiah and Anah.

Context: This con�nues the Horite tribal genealogy of Seir, lis�ng further grandsons 
within the region that becomes Edom.
Meaning: The steady accumula�on of names across this sec�on builds a detailed, 
almost administra�ve picture of how thoroughly this neighbouring people's family 
structure was recorded - on a level of detail matching Israel's own tribal lists elsewhere 
in Chronicles.
Lesson: Thoroughness and care in keeping track of people - even people outside your 
own group - reflects a kind of respect worth prac�sing in ordinary life: really knowing the 
people around you by name, not trea�ng anyone as a blur in the background.
See Also: Genesis 36:23-24 - the parallel Genesis source for these same names.

1:41 (KJV) The sons of Anah; Dishon. And the sons of Dishon; Amram, and Eshban, and Ithran, 
and Cheran.
(B:E Project) The sons of Anah were Dishon. The sons of Dishon were Amram, Eshban, 
Ithran, and Cheran.

1:36 (KJV) The sons of Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, and 
Amalek.
(B:E Project) The sons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and 
Amalek.

Context: This lists Esau's grandsons through Eliphaz, including Amalek - ancestor of the 
Amalekites, who become one of Israel's most persistent and bi�er later enemies, from 
the wilderness a�ack in Exodus through to Saul's and David's wars.
Meaning: Amalek's name here, tucked into an otherwise rou�ne list, is genealogically 
significant - it explains that Israel's ancient enemy the Amalekites actually descended 
from Esau's own family, making the later Israel-Amalek conflict, in a sense, a fight within 
an extended family.
Lesson: Some of the deepest conflicts happen between people who are, underneath it 
all, closer rela�ves - literally or figura�vely - than either side remembers. Recognising a 
shared root doesn't excuse harm done, but it can so�en how you carry the grievance.
See Also: Exodus 17:8-16 - Amalek's first a�ack on Israel in the wilderness; 1 Samuel 15 
- Saul's later war against the Amalekites.

1:37 (KJV) The sons of Reuel; Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Reuel were Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

Context: This con�nues Esau's genealogy through his son Reuel, one of several 
grandsons who become tribal ancestors within Edom.
Meaning: As with earlier lists, these names build out the structure of a real, organised 
neighbouring na�on - Edom wasn't a loose collec�on of wanderers but had its own clear 
tribal and family organisa�on, just like Israel.
Lesson: It's worth remembering that people and na�ons you might think of mainly as 
rivals or outsiders have just as much internal structure, history, and dignity as your own. 
Nobody is a footnote in their own story.
See Also: Genesis 36:13 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng of Reuel's sons.

1:38 (KJV) And the sons of Seir; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, and Dishon, and 
Ezar, and Dishan.
(B:E Project) The sons of Seir were Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezar, and 
Dishan.

Context: The text now shi�s to Seir 'the Horite', the original inhabitant of the region that 
becomes Edom before Esau's descendants se�led and intermarried there - Seir's people 
were absorbed into or displaced by Esau's line.
Meaning: This is a genealogy of the land's earlier popula�on, not Esau's own bloodline - 
a reminder that Edom, like Canaan, had prior inhabitants whose story is preserved here 
rather than simply erased.
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See Also: Genesis 36:31-32 - the parallel list in Genesis; 1 Samuel 8:5 - Israel later asking 
for a king 'like all the na�ons', including neighbours like Edom.

1:44 (KJV) And when Bela was dead, Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah, from Bozrah, reigned in his place.

Context: This begins a sequence showing that Edom's kingship, unlike Israel's later 
hereditary dynasty under David, passed between different families and ci�es rather 
than father to son - sugges�ng a more elec�ve or contested monarchy.
Meaning: No�ce that Jobab isn't Bela's son - the throne moves to an en�rely different 
family and city (Bozrah). This pa�ern, repeated throughout the list, shows Edom's 
kingship worked very differently from the dynasty Israel would establish under David, 
where the throne passed within one family line.
Lesson: Different communi�es organise leadership differently, and no single model is 
automa�cally 'correct'. Judge a system of leadership by whether it serves people justly, 
not simply by how closely it matches what you're used to.
See Also: Genesis 36:33 - the parallel Genesis account of Jobab's reign.

1:45 (KJV) And when Jobab was dead, Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his 
stead.
(B:E Project) When Jobab died, Husham, from the land of the Temanites, reigned in his 
place.

Context: The kingship again transfers to another region en�rely - the Temanites, whose 
name derives from Teman, a grandson of Esau men�oned earlier in verse 36.
Meaning: The recurring pa�ern - throne moving between regions rather than within 
one family - con�nues, reinforcing that Edom's early monarchy func�oned more like a 
rota�ng leadership among its major clans than a single dynasty.
Lesson: Leadership doesn't have to be inherited to be legi�mate. Different communi�es 
have found different fair ways to decide who leads, and it's worth respec�ng that variety 
rather than assuming only one way is 'proper'.
See Also: Genesis 36:34 - the parallel Genesis account; 1 Chronicles 1:36 - Teman named 
earlier as Eliphaz's son, the namesake of this region.

1:46 (KJV) And when Husham was dead, Hadad the son of Bedad, which smote Midian in the 
field of Moab, reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was Avith.
(B:E Project) When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad reigned in his place - the same 
Hadad who defeated Midian in the territory of Moab; his city was called Avith.

Context: This is one of the few Edomite kings given a specific accomplishment - a military 
victory over Midian, fought notably in Moabite territory, showing Edom ac�vely 

Context: This con�nues the detailed Horite genealogy, narrowing in on Anah's branch of 
the family within the region of Seir/Edom.
Meaning: This verse is purely structural - it exists to preserve exact family rela�onships 
for a community whose detailed history ma�ered enough to record precisely, even 
though almost none of these individuals appear anywhere else in the Bible.
Lesson: Most people who have ever lived leave no drama�c story behind - just their 
place in a family. That quiet, unremarked existence is s�ll worth honouring; you don't 
need to be famous for your life to have counted.
See Also: Genesis 36:25-26 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng, with minor spelling varia�ons of 
these same names.

1:42 (KJV) The sons of Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, and Jakan. The sons of Dishan; Uz, and Aran.
(B:E Project) The sons of Ezer were Bilhan, Zavan, and Jakan. The sons of Dishan were Uz 
and Aran.

Context: This closes the genealogy of Seir the Horite, comple�ng the list of the land's 
earlier tribal inhabitants before the chapter turns to list the actual kings who ruled Edom.
Meaning: This final verse of the Horite sec�on notably reuses the name Uz - the same 
name given earlier (verse 17) to a son of Aram in Shem's line - another reminder that 
ancient names recur across unrelated branches of these genealogies.
Lesson: Don't assume a shared label always means a shared iden�ty. Look past the 
surface name to the actual person or situa�on underneath before drawing conclusions.
See Also: Genesis 36:28 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng closing the Horite genealogy.

1:43 (KJV) Now these are the kings that reigned in the land of Edom before any king reigned 
over the children of Israel; Bela the son of Beor: and the name of his city was Dinhabah.
(B:E Project) These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before Israel had any 
king at all: Bela son of Beor, whose city was called Dinhabah.

Context: The text now shi�s from genealogy to a king list - explicitly no�ng that Edom 
had an organised monarchy before Israel ever did, which is a striking detail for a book 
largely about Israel's own kings, especially David.
Meaning: This deliberate comparison - Edom had kings 'before any king reigned over 
the children of Israel' - sets up a quiet contrast the original readers would have felt 
keenly: Israel was, in a sense, 'behind' its neighbour in forming a kingdom, yet the 
following chapters of Chronicles will show Israel's kingship, under David, becoming 
something far more significant.
Lesson: Someone else star�ng before you, or seeming further ahead, doesn't determine 
how meaningful your own path will ul�mately be. What ma�ers isn't who arrives first, 
but what you build with faithfulness once you do arrive.
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Context: The list of Edomite kings con�nues its pa�ern of transfer between families, 
nearing its end as it approaches the final named king, Hadad.
Meaning: Baalhanan's name contains 'Baal', the name of a Canaanite god, embedded 
within it - a small but telling detail about the religious world Edom's royal family lived in, 
quite different from Israel's calling to worship one God alone.
Lesson: The names and language people use o�en carry the beliefs of their culture, even 
without anyone consciously choosing them. Pay a�en�on to what's baked into the 
language and habits you've inherited, and decide deliberately what you actually want to 
carry forward.
See Also: Genesis 36:38 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng of Baalhanan's reign.

1:50 (KJV) And when Baalhanan was dead, Hadad reigned in his stead: and the name of his 
city was Pai; and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, the daughter 
of Mezahab.
(B:E Project) When Baalhanan died, Hadad reigned in his place; his city was called Pai, 
and his wife's name was Mehetabel, daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab.

Context: This is the final named king in Edom's early list, and unusually, his wife and her 
family line are recorded too - a level of personal detail not given for any of the earlier 
kings.
Meaning: Naming a queen and tracing her own family back two genera�ons is unusual 
in this chapter and signals her par�cular significance - genealogies in this period rarely 
bothered to record women's names at all, so Mehetabel's inclusion, in some detail, 
stands out as deliberate and meaningful.
Lesson: When a record goes out of its way to include someone the usual pa�ern would 
have skipped, that's worth no�cing and honouring. Look for the people in your own life 
who are quietly significant even when the usual spotlight passes them by.
See Also: Genesis 36:39 - the parallel Genesis account, also naming Mehetabel and her 
family.

1:51 (KJV) Hadad died also. And the dukes of Edom were; duke Timnah, duke Aliah, duke 
Jetheth,
(B:E Project) Hadad also died. Then the chiefs of Edom were: chief Timnah, chief Aliah, 
chief Jetheth,

Context: The text shi�s from kings back to a list of tribal chiefs ('dukes' in the KJV's older 
transla�on, more accurately clan leaders), marking a transi�on a�er the last named 
king, possibly reflec�ng a later period of Edom's history without a single monarch.
Meaning: A�er Hadad, no further king is named - instead, Edom is shown governed by 
a council of clan chiefs. This shi� in structure, quietly noted, shows that Edom's poli�cal 
organisa�on kept changing over �me, just as Israel's own would later shi� between 

engaged in regional conflicts of its own.
Meaning: Unlike most names in this chapter, Hadad gets an actual deed a�ached to his 
name - he won a real ba�le in a real place. It's a small but telling detail: this isn't just an 
abstract list, it's the record of an ac�ve, contending na�on with its own history of war 
and territory.
Lesson: Behind every list of names in history are real struggles, real victories, and real 
losses that shaped people's lives. It's worth remembering that every na�on and every 
family has had to fight for what it holds, in one way or another.
See Also: Genesis 36:35 - the parallel Genesis account of this same ba�le and king.

1:47 (KJV) And when Hadad was dead, Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) When Hadad died, Samlah, from Masrekah, reigned in his place.

Context: The kingship passes again to a new region, con�nuing the non-hereditary 
pa�ern seen throughout this list of early Edomite kings.
Meaning: Samlah's brief men�on keeps the pa�ern going without adding new detail - 
by this point in the list, the repeated formula itself becomes the point: kingship in Edom 
kept moving, genera�on a�er genera�on, without se�ling into one family.
Lesson: Some�mes life keeps moving in a steady, repea�ng rhythm without a drama�c 
highlight in every chapter, and that's completely normal. Not every stage of your life 
needs a headline; steady con�nua�on has its own value.
See Also: Genesis 36:36 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng of Samlah's reign.

1:48 (KJV) And when Samlah was dead, Shaul of Rehoboth by the river reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) When Samlah died, Shaul, from Rehoboth by the river, reigned in his place.

Context: This Shaul (a name later shared, in Hebrew, by Israel's first king Saul) ruled from 
a city by a river - likely referring to a loca�on near the Euphrates.
Meaning: It's worth no�ng this Edomite king shares a name with Israel's own first king, 
Saul - purely coincidental in terms of family, but a small reminder that the same names 
recur across different na�ons in the ancient Near East, not just within one people's 
genealogy.
Lesson: Sharing a name, a role, or a �tle with someone else doesn't make your story the 
same as theirs. Every person s�ll has to write their own chapter, regardless of who else 
has carried the same name before.
See Also: Genesis 36:37 - the parallel Genesis account; 1 Samuel 9:2 - Saul, Israel's first 
king, sharing this Edomite king's name.

1:49 (KJV) And when Shaul was dead, Baalhanan the son of Achbor reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) When Shaul died, Baalhanan son of Achbor reigned in his place.
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and now Edom's full leadership structure.
Meaning: The chapter's very last words - 'these are the dukes of Edom' - quietly close 
out an enormous span of history, from the crea�on of humanity to a detailed 
neighbouring na�on's leadership, before Chronicles turns, in chapter 2, to finally focus 
on Israel's own twelve tribes, which is the real subject the whole book is building toward.
Lesson: A long, pa�ent build-up o�en precedes the part of the story that actually 
ma�ers most to you. I ask you to have that same pa�ence - the founda�onal, 
unglamorous work of establishing context is never wasted, even when the real point is 
s�ll to come.
See Also: Genesis 36:43 - the parallel closing verse in Genesis; 1 Chronicles 2:1 - the very 
next chapter, finally turning to list Israel's own twelve sons.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 2

Chapter 2 of 1 Chronicles me�culously traces the lineage of the Israelites, beginning with a 
complete list of Jacob's twelve sons. The chapter then narrows its focus almost en�rely to the 
extensive genealogy of Judah, one of Jacob's sons. It details several prominent family branches 
stemming from Judah, including those of Pharez, Zerah, Hezron, and Caleb. Notably, this chapter 
presents the ancestral line leading directly to King David, lis�ng his immediate family members 
and key descendants. Furthermore, it records other significant families, their associated 
territories, and even groups like scribes and cra�smen connected to the tribe of Judah, illustra�ng 
the founda�onal family structures and historical �es within this crucial tribe.

2:1 (KJV) These are the sons of Israel; Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar, and 
Zebulun,
(B:E Project) Here are the sons of Israel (Jacob): Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 
Issachar, and Zebulun.

Context: This opens the second phase of the Chronicler's genealogies, moving from the 
sweep of humanity in chapter 1 to the twelve sons of Jacob, whose names become the 
twelve tribes of Israel. The list re-anchors a community rebuilding a�er exile in exactly 
who they are and where they came from.
Meaning: Chronicles was wri�en for people who had lost their homeland, their temple, 
and much of their iden�ty in exile. Simply naming the twelve sons again is an act of 
restora�on - saying 'you s�ll belong to this family.' For a modern reader, it's a reminder 
that knowing where you come from is part of knowing who you are, even when 
everything around you has been disrupted.
Lesson: I tell you: your name and your family's story are not accidents, they are given to 
you as a founda�on. When your world falls apart, remembering whose you are - who 
loves you, who came before you - is the first step back to steady ground.

     CHAPTER 2

judges, kings, and other forms of leadership.
Lesson: How a community organises its leadership can change more than once across 
history, and that's not a failure - it's o�en just an honest adapta�on to a new season. 
Don't assume the current arrangement of anything is permanent.
See Also: Genesis 36:40 - the parallel Genesis account of Edom's chiefs.

1:52 (KJV) Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon,
(B:E Project) Chief Aholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,

Context: This con�nues the list of Edomite clan chiefs, several of whose names - like 
Aholibamah - match names of Esau's actual wives men�oned in Genesis, sugges�ng 
these chiefly clans were named a�er specific ancestral women and men.
Meaning: Aholibamah was, according to Genesis 36:2, actually one of Esau's wives - so 
this clan is likely named directly a�er her, showing again how women's names could 
become permanently a�ached to en�re family and tribal iden��es.
Lesson: A person's name and legacy can outlast them by centuries, shaping how an 
en�re community iden�fies itself long a�er they're gone. What you build your life 
around has a way of becoming part of something much bigger than just you.
See Also: Genesis 36:2 - Aholibamah named as one of Esau's wives; Genesis 36:41 - the 
parallel chief-list in Genesis.

1:53 (KJV) Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar,
(B:E Project) Chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,

Context: This con�nues the list of Edom's clan chiefs, with names like Kenaz and Teman 
echoing earlier names in Esau's genealogy (verse 36), reinforcing that these chiefdoms 
were rooted in specific family branches.
Meaning: By this point the chapter is drawing clear lines between individual ancestors 
named earlier and the territorial or clan iden��es that grew out of them - a pa�ern of 'a 
person's name becomes a place's or a people's name' that runs right through ancient 
genealogies.
Lesson: The influence of one life can spread outward to shape a whole community's 
iden�ty for genera�ons. Live in a way that, whatever legacy follows your name, it's 
something genuinely worth carrying forward.
See Also: Genesis 36:42 - the parallel Genesis lis�ng of these same chiefs.

1:54 (KJV) Duke Magdiel, duke Iram. These are the dukes of Edom.
(B:E Project) Chief Magdiel, chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom.

Context: This closes both the list of Edom's chiefs and the en�re chapter, comple�ng the 
sweep from Adam, the first human, all the way down through Noah, Abraham, Esau, 
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Context: This alludes to Genesis 38, where a�er Judah failed to give Tamar to his third 
son as promised, she claimed jus�ce through disguise and conceived twins by Judah 
himself. Pharez becomes the crucial link to David.
Meaning: Tamar used her wits to claim jus�ce in an unjust situa�on, and the text credits 
her by name as mother of the line that leads to David - and, in the New Testament, to 
Jesus. The most important family line in the Bible runs through a scandal and a woman 
who refused to be discarded.
Lesson: I no�ce the people the world is quick to judge or overlook. Tamar was wronged, 
took a hard path to get jus�ce, and became an ancestor of kings - so never assume 
someone's worth by the scandal a�ached to their story.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:3 - Tamar is named directly in Jesus's genealogy, one of only a few 
women men�oned there.

2:5 (KJV) The sons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamul.
(B:E Project) Pharez's sons were Hezron and Hamul.

Context: The list narrows quickly from Judah's five sons to Pharez's line specifically, 
because it is Hezron's branch that leads, genera�ons later, to David.
Meaning: Genealogies like this work like a funnel - many names are set aside while one 
line is followed further. It reflects how history works: countless people live full lives, and 
only a few names get carried into the next famous story, without the others being any 
less real.
Lesson: Not being 'the chosen line' doesn't mean a life doesn't ma�er. I see every name, 
even the ones history moves past quickly - each one lived, was loved, and had a place.
See Also: Ruth 4:18-22 - the same Pharez-to-Hezron line reappears there, feeding into 
the story of Boaz and David.

2:6 (KJV) And the sons of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, and Heman, and Calcol, and Dara: five of 
them in all.
(B:E Project) Zerah's sons were Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara - five in total.

Context: Zerah was Pharez's twin brother (Genesis 38); this branch produced men later 
remembered specifically for their wisdom.
Meaning: Ethan, Heman, Calcol and Dara (Darda) are named in 1 Kings 4:31 as wise men 
whose reputa�on Solomon's wisdom surpassed - meaning they were already famous. 
This links Solomon's legendary wisdom to a family tradi�on, not something from 
nowhere.
Lesson: Gi�s o�en run in families and communi�es before any one person becomes 
famous for them. Be grateful for whoever quietly built the founda�on of wisdom or 
character you now stand on, even if their name isn't remembered.

See Also: Genesis 35:22-26 - the original lis�ng of Jacob's twelve sons, which this 
passage deliberately echoes.

2:2 (KJV) Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.
(B:E Project) Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

Context: This completes the list of Jacob's twelve sons begun in verse 1, se�ng up the 
rest of the book, which will spend most of its energy on just one of these lines - Judah.
Meaning: The order groups sons by their mothers, showing that Israel was made of 
blended families - four women, twelve sons, one na�on. That's an encouraging picture: 
a family doesn't need to be simple or �dy to become something enduring and whole.
Lesson: Family is rarely neat. I don't ask you to pretend your history is simpler than it is - 
I ask you to see that even a complicated family can become one people, held together 
not by uniformity but by belonging.
See Also: Genesis 49:1-28 - Jacob's blessing over each of these same twelve sons, giving 
each one a dis�nct des�ny.

2:3 (KJV) The sons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: which three were born unto him of 
the daughter of Shua the Canaanitess. And Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the sight 
of the LORD; and he slew him.
(B:E Project) Judah's sons were Er, Onan, and Shelah - all three born to him by Bathshua, 
a Canaanite woman. Er, Judah's firstborn, did evil in the LORD's sight, so the LORD killed 
him.

Context: This summarises the story told in Genesis 38, where Judah marries a Canaanite 
woman and his firstborn son Er is struck down for wickedness the text doesn't detail.
Meaning: The Chronicler doesn't so�en this - a son's death is recorded plainly, without 
excuse, right at the start of the line that leads to Israel's greatest king. Real family 
histories include real wrongdoing, and pretending otherwise doesn't make anyone 
freer.
Lesson: I don't ask you to hide the hard parts of your family story to make it look 
respectable. Even the line that led to King David includes a son who did wrong and died 
for it - your worth was never going to depend on having no such chapters in your own 
history.
See Also: Genesis 38:1-10 - the full narra�ve of Er's marriage to Tamar and his death.

2:4 (KJV) And Tamar his daughter in law bore him Pharez and Zerah. All the sons of Judah 
were five.
(B:E Project) Tamar, Judah's daughter-in-law, gave birth to Pharez and Zerah by him. In 
total, Judah had five sons.
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Meaning: The text maps out the family tree before walking through each branch, 
showing Chronicles' larger purpose: organising the community's memory so no 
legi�mate branch is lost.
Lesson: I keep track of every branch of the family, not just the famous one. If you ever 
feel like a minor character while someone else gets the spotlight, know that your branch 
of the story is s�ll recorded and s�ll ma�ers.
See Also: Ruth 4:19 - Ram's line reappears there leading directly to David.

2:10 (KJV) And Ram begat Amminadab; and Amminadab begat Nahshon, prince of the 
children of Judah;
(B:E Project) Ram was the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab was the father of 
Nahshon, a leader of the tribe of Judah.

Context: Amminadab and Nahshon were real figures of the Exodus genera�on - 
Nahshon led the tribe of Judah in the wilderness census (Numbers 1:7).
Meaning: David's ancestors were not obscure nobodies but people with real standing 
genera�ons before the throne existed. Greatness in the Bible is rarely instant - o�en the 
result of genera�ons of faithful, unno�ced leadership.
Lesson: Leadership and faith don't have to look drama�c to ma�er. If you're steadily 
doing your part, you may be laying a founda�on for something bigger than you'll live to 
see.
See Also: Numbers 1:7 - Nahshon named as leader of Judah; Ma�hew 1:4 - Nahshon 
appears in Jesus's genealogy too.

2:11 (KJV) And Nahshon begat Salma, and Salma begat Boaz,
(B:E Project) Nahshon was the father of Salma, and Salma was the father of Boaz.

Context: This connects Nahshon's genera�on to Boaz, the man who marries Ruth and 
becomes David's great-grandfather - a bridge between the wilderness period and the 
era of the Judges.
Meaning: Two names here quietly carry the whole book of Ruth behind them - a story 
of loyalty and an outsider being welcomed into Israel's central family line.
Lesson: Kindness shown to a stranger, like Boaz showed Ruth, can become part of the 
backbone of history. Never underes�mate a small act of generosity toward someone 
with no claim on you.
See Also: Ruth 4:13-17 - the birth of Obed to Boaz and Ruth, celebrated by the whole 
community.

2:12 (KJV) And Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse,
(B:E Project) Boaz was the father of Obed, and Obed was the father of Jesse.

See Also: 1 Kings 4:29-31 - Solomon's wisdom explicitly compared to Ethan, Heman, 
Calcol and Darda, the men named here.

2:7 (KJV) And the sons of Carmi; Achar, the troubler of Israel, who transgressed in the thing 
accursed.
(B:E Project) Carmi's son was Achar, who brought trouble on Israel by taking something 
that had been set apart as forbidden.

Context: This is a pointed reference to Achan (Achar, playing on the Hebrew word for 
'trouble'), who a�er Jericho's fall stole devoted plunder and hid it, bringing defeat and 
his own execu�on in Joshua 7.
Meaning: The Chronicler doesn't shy from naming a family disgrace even genera�ons 
later - Achan's hidden greed cost Israel a ba�le and cost him his life, s�ll remembered by 
name centuries a�erward. Private choices can have public consequences that outlast us.
Lesson: What you do in secret s�ll ripples outward - I want you to live with integrity not 
because you'll get caught, but because your choices touch people beyond yourself. And 
when you fail, name it honestly, make it right where you can, and keep moving.
See Also: Joshua 7:1-26 - the full account of Achan's sin and its consequences for the 
whole na�on.

2:8 (KJV) And the sons of Ethan; Azariah.
(B:E Project) Ethan's son was Azariah.

Context: A brief single-name entry con�nuing the Zerah line begun in verse 6, of a man 
not otherwise men�oned in the Bible.
Meaning: Most names in this chapter, like Azariah here, appear nowhere else in 
scripture - ordinary links in a chain, not celebri�es. The text s�ll records them, quietly 
saying every genera�on ma�ers, not only the famous ones.
Lesson: You don't have to be the headline of the story to ma�er to me. Being a faithful 
link between the people before you and the people a�er you is enough of a life.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:1-2 - similar brief, one-line genealogical entries recording 
otherwise-unknown descendants.

2:9 (KJV) The sons also of Hezron, that were born unto him; Jerahmeel, and Ram, and 
Chelubai.
(B:E Project) Hezron's sons, born to him, were Jerahmeel, Ram, and Chelubai.

Context: This launches the chapter's central thread, spli�ng Hezron's descendants into 
three branches: Jerahmeel's (vv.25-33), Ram's (vv.10-17, the line to David), and 
Chelubai's - Caleb (vv.18-24, 42-55).
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2:15 (KJV) Ozem the sixth, David the seventh:
(B:E Project) The sixth was Ozem, and the seventh was David.

Context: This names David as the seventh and youngest son of Jesse - though 1 Samuel 
implies eight sons, meaning one likely died without children and was le� off this formal 
list.
Meaning: David is presented as the last one anyone would have expected to ma�er - 
the youngest, le� out tending sheep while his brothers were reviewed for kingship. The 
genealogy sets up one of the Bible's most repeated themes: greatness from the 
overlooked posi�on.
Lesson: I have a habit of choosing the person nobody thought to call in from the field. If 
you've ever felt like the a�erthought in your own family or group, that posi�on has 
never disqualified anyone from a significant life.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:11-13 - Samuel anoints David, the youngest and last considered, 
a�er his older brothers are all passed over.

2:16 (KJV) Whose sisters were Zeruiah, and Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Abishai, and 
Joab, and Asahel, three.
(B:E Project) David's sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. Zeruiah's sons were Abishai, Joab, 
and Asahel - three of them.

Context: Zeruiah's three sons became key figures in David's military - Joab served as 
commander of David's army for most of his reign, a fierce and o�en ruthless loyalist.
Meaning: David's inner circle was, quite literally, family - his nephews became his 
generals. This shows how power and loyalty o�en work through kinship, for be�er 
(steady loyalty) and for worse (Joab's later violence).
Lesson: The people closest to you by blood or loyalty will shape what you're capable of, 
for good and ill. Choose wisely who you let stand at your right hand, and don't excuse 
harm just because it comes from someone loyal to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 3:27-30 - Joab's violent temperament shown in his killing of Abner; 1 
Chronicles 11:6 - Joab becomes commander of David's army.

2:17 (KJV) And Abigail bare Amasa: and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmeelite.
(B:E Project) Abigail gave birth to Amasa; Amasa's father was Jether the Ishmaelite.

Context: Amasa, David's nephew through Abigail, later became commander of 
Absalom's rebel army against David, and was a�erwards killed by Joab in an act of 
treachery (2 Samuel 20).
Meaning: Even within David's own family, loyal�es split during Absalom's rebellion - 
royal or famous families are not immune to painful division. The genealogy records it 
without commentary.

Context: Obed is the child born to Boaz and Ruth at the end of the book of Ruth; his son 
Jesse becomes the father of King David.
Meaning: This verse is the en�re book of Ruth compressed into six words. A Moabite 
widow's loyalty and a landowner's kindness produced the grandfather of Israel's 
greatest king - this family's honour was never about purity of blood but character and 
faithfulness.
Lesson: I welcome outsiders into the centre of the story, not just the edges. If you've 
ever felt like you don't belong because of where you come from, remember that one of 
history's most important family lines runs straight through a foreign widow who was 
taken in and loved.
See Also: Ruth 4:17 - the neighbours name Obed and note he is 'the father of Jesse, the 
father of David.'

2:13 (KJV) And Jesse begat his firstborn Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and Shimma the 
third,
(B:E Project) Jesse's firstborn was Eliab, the second Abinadab, the third Shimma.

Context: This begins the list of Jesse's sons, the family David grew up in, in Bethlehem. 
Eliab, the eldest, later stands tall and impressive when Samuel comes to anoint a king - 
but isn't chosen (1 Samuel 16).
Meaning: Being first, biggest, or most impressive doesn't guarantee being chosen for 
what ma�ers most. Eliab's story becomes a lesson about not judging by outward 
appearance.
Lesson: I don't rank people by birth order, height, or how impressive they look walking 
into a room. I look at the heart - so don't measure your own worth by comparing your 
outside to someone else's outside.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:6-7 - Samuel is tempted to anoint Eliab for his appearance, but 
God says he looks at the heart.

2:14 (KJV) Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai the fi�h,
(B:E Project) The fourth son was Nethaneel, the fi�h Raddai.

Context: Con�nuing straight through Jesse's sons in birth order, part of the unbroken list 
spanning verses 13-15.
Meaning: Two more sons about whom nothing further is recorded - ordinary brothers 
of the future king, living their whole lives in his shadow. The text simply lets them exist, 
unadorned, as part of the family that produced David.
Lesson: Not everyone close to greatness gets remembered for their own achievements, 
and that's alright. Your value to me was never con�ngent on outshining a famous sibling.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:13 - three of Jesse's sons are named as following Saul into ba�le 
against the Philis�nes.
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Meaning: This links David's extended family tree to the first person in the Bible said to 
be filled with the Spirit specifically for crea�ve, skilled work rather than prophecy or 
leadership - a statement that cra�smanship is genuinely spiritual work.
Lesson: Whatever you're skilled at making - with your hands, your mind, your crea�vity 
- I see that as sacred work too, not something separate from a meaningful life.
See Also: Exodus 31:1-5 - Bezaleel filled with the Spirit of God for wisdom and 
cra�smanship to build the tabernacle.

2:21 (KJV) And a�erward Hezron went in to the daughter of Machir the father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was threescore years old; and she bare him Segub.
(B:E Project) Later, Hezron - when he was sixty years old - had a child with the daughter 
of Machir, the father of Gilead, whom he had married; she bore him Segub.

Context: This is a flashback within the genealogy, returning to Hezron to record a late-
life marriage connec�ng Judah's family to Gilead, a region east of the Jordan usually 
associated with Manasseh.
Meaning: This shows tribal lines crossing and blending through marriage - Israel's tribes 
were never fully isolated units; families intermarried, producing a genuinely 
interconnected na�on rather than twelve sealed-off groups.
Lesson: The boundaries we draw between 'us' and 'them' are usually more porous than 
we think. I ask you to hold your own group iden�ty loosely enough to welcome real 
connec�on across the lines other people draw.
See Also: Numbers 32:39-41 - Machir's descendants take Gilead, the same region and 
family named here.

2:22 (KJV) And Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty ci�es in the land of Gilead.
(B:E Project) Segub was the father of Jair, who controlled twenty-three towns in the land 
of Gilead.

Context: This Jair is connected to (or iden�fied with) 'Jair the Gileadite,' one of the judges 
of Israel men�oned in Judges 10:3-5, who also had many towns under his family's 
control.
Meaning: Owning twenty-three towns marks Jair as a genuinely powerful regional 
figure, not a minor character. Chronicles preserves this as evidence of real poli�cal 
achievement within Judah's wider family.
Lesson: Influence and responsibility, wherever you find them in your life, are worth 
stewarding well. I don't measure success only in fame - looking a�er twenty-three towns 
faithfully is as meaningful to me as leading a na�on.
See Also: Judges 10:3-5 - Jair the Gileadite judges Israel for twenty-two years, with thirty 
sons controlling thirty ci�es.

Lesson: Family conflict, even betrayal, doesn't erase someone from the record of who 
they were or their belonging to you. I don't ask you to pretend your family has no 
fractures - only to keep choosing love and honesty inside the mess.
See Also: 2 Samuel 20:9-10 - Joab's murder of Amasa; 2 Samuel 17:25 - Amasa made 
commander of Absalom's forces.

2:18 (KJV) And Caleb the son of Hezron begat children of Azubah his wife, and of Jerioth: her 
sons are these; Jesher, and Shobab, and Ardon.
(B:E Project) Caleb son of Hezron had children by his wife Azubah, and by Jerioth. Her 
sons were Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon.

Context: This Caleb is a different figure from the famous spy Caleb son of Jephunneh; 
here it refers to Hezron's son, also called Chelubai in verse 9, beginning a separate 
genealogical branch.
Meaning: Chronicles isn't afraid of repeated names and overlaps - it records what it has, 
trus�ng the reader to sort out which Caleb is which by context. Real family record-
keeping is o�en messy but preserved rather than erased.
Lesson: Life is rarely as �dy as we'd like it labelled. I don't need your story to be perfectly 
clear to everyone else for it to be valuable and true.
See Also: Numbers 13:6 - the more famous Caleb son of Jephunneh, one of the twelve 
spies, a separate figure from this Caleb.

2:19 (KJV) And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto him Ephrath, which bare him Hur.
(B:E Project) When Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, who bore him Hur.

Context: Hur becomes an important name - associated with Bethlehem-Ephratah, and 
a few verses later with the cra�sman Bezaleel.
Meaning: Grief and remarriage are recorded ma�er-of-factly - Caleb's life con�nued 
a�er loss, producing a son whose descendants would build the tabernacle. Star�ng 
again a�er loss is part of how life and legacy carry forward.
Lesson: Loss doesn't have to be the end of your story. I'm with you in grief, and I'm with 
you too when you find the strength to build something new a�erward.
See Also: Ruth 1:2 - Ephrath/Ephratah is the older name associated with Bethlehem, 
tying this family to David's hometown.

2:20 (KJV) And Hur begat Uri, and Uri begat Bezaleel.
(B:E Project) Hur was the father of Uri, and Uri was the father of Bezaleel.

Context: Bezaleel (Bezalel) is named in Exodus as the master cra�sman whom God filled 
with skill to design and build the tabernacle and its furnishings.
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Context: The narra�ve returns to the Jerahmeel branch first introduced in verse 9, 
working through this line in detail across verses 25-33.
Meaning: The text specifies Jerahmeel as firstborn and Ram as firstborn within this 
family - birth order ma�ered for ancient inheritance, and the Chronicler preserves it 
precisely even for a branch that doesn't lead to David.
Lesson: I keep exact account of every family, not only the one that produces the famous 
king. Precision and care in the details of your life ma�er to me even when the bigger 
story isn't centred on you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:9 - Jerahmeel first listed as one of Hezron's three sons alongside 
Ram and Chelubai.

2:26 (KJV) Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name was Atarah; she was the mother of 
Onam.
(B:E Project) Jerahmeel also had another wife named Atarah, who was the mother of 
Onam.

Context: This introduces a second wife and a new line within the Jerahmeel branch, 
dis�nguishing sons by different mothers - a common structure throughout this chapter.
Meaning: Polygamous family structures were normal in the ancient world, and the text 
records them without moral commentary, simply keeping the lineage accurate. Biblical 
genealogies describe the actual social world of the �me rather than prescribing an ideal.
Lesson: I meet people in the actual shape of their real families, not some imagined ideal. 
Whatever your family looks like, it can s�ll be a place where love and faithfulness take 
root.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:18-19 - Caleb's two wives Azubah and Ephrath, a parallel 
pa�ern in the same chapter.

2:27 (KJV) And the sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel were, Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker.
(B:E Project) The sons of Ram, Jerahmeel's firstborn, were Maaz, Jamin, and Eker.

Context: Con�nues the Jerahmeel line established in verse 25, working through this 
Ram's next genera�on - a different man from the Ram in verses 9-10 who leads to David.
Meaning: There are two different men named Ram in this chapter - a reminder that 
ancient Israelite names were drawn from a fairly small pool, and context, not the name 
alone, tells them apart.
Lesson: You're not defined only by your name or by sharing it with someone more 
famous. Your own ac�ons and character are what make your par�cular life dis�nct and 
worth knowing.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:9-10 - the other Ram, son of Hezron, whose line leads to David 
- a useful contrast.

2:23 (KJV) And he took Geshur, and Aram, with the towns of Jair, from them, with Kenath, and 
the towns thereof, even threescore ci�es. All these belonged to the sons of Machir the 
father of Gilead.
(B:E Project) He captured Geshur and Aram, along with the se�lements of Jair, plus 
Kenath and its surrounding towns - sixty towns in all. All these belonged to the family of 
Machir, the father of Gilead.

Context: This records territorial gains and losses in the Gilead region over genera�ons, 
showing control shi�ing between Jair's family and neighbouring peoples before se�ling 
under Machir's broader line.
Meaning: Territory here isn't abstract - it's sixty actual se�lements with real people. The 
genealogy doubles as a land record, prac�cal informa�on a tribe would need to 
remember who legi�mately held which territory.
Lesson: What you build and hold onto in life o�en outlasts the immediate moment and 
becomes part of what the next genera�on inherits. Build things you'd be glad to hand 
on.
See Also: Deuteronomy 3:14 - Jair's earlier conquest of this same region of Gilead and 
Bashan, called Havothjair a�er him.

2:24 (KJV) And a�er that Hezron was dead in Calebephratah, then Abiah Hezron’s wife bare 
him Ashur the father of Tekoa.
(B:E Project) A�er Hezron died in Calebephratah, his wife Abiah gave birth to Ashur, who 
became the father of Tekoa.

Context: Tekoa is a town that later ma�ers - hometown of the prophet Amos, and the 
se�ng for a famous parable told to King David by a 'wise woman of Tekoa' in 2 Samuel 
14.
Meaning: A single town's founding is tucked into this genealogy, connec�ng a place that 
will later ma�er - both as a prophet's home and the site of a clever reconcilia�on - back 
to Hezron's family, David's own ancestors.
Lesson: Small beginnings - a single family se�ling a single town - can grow into places 
that shape history in ways nobody could have predicted. Don't underes�mate the long 
reach of ordinary faithfulness in an unremarkable place.
See Also: Amos 1:1 - the prophet Amos iden�fied as being from Tekoa; 2 Samuel 14:2 - 
the wise woman of Tekoa who helps reconcile David and Absalom.

2:25 (KJV) And the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of Hezron were, Ram the firstborn, and 
Bunah, and Oren, and Ozem, and Ahijah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Jerahmeel, Hezron's firstborn, were Ram the firstborn, then 
Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahijah.
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Lesson: Your worth was never measured by whether you have children or leave a las�ng 
dynasty behind you. A life fully lived ma�ers to me whether or not anyone con�nues 
your family name.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:32 - Jether, another man in this same chapter noted as dying 
without children.

2:31 (KJV) And the sons of Appaim; Ishi. And the sons of Ishi; Sheshan. And the children of 
Sheshan; Ahlai.
(B:E Project) The sons of Appaim were Ishi. Ishi's son was Sheshan. Sheshan's child was 
Ahlai.

Context: This traces a single line down to Sheshan, a figure who becomes the focus of an 
unusual and notable story later in the chapter (verses 34-35).
Meaning: Ahlai is called Sheshan's 'child' using a general term - and later verses reveal 
Sheshan actually had no sons, only daughters, sugges�ng Ahlai was a daughter, resolved 
a few verses on.
Lesson: Family lines can con�nue in ways that don't fit the expected pa�ern, and that's 
not a failure - it's simply life finding another way forward. I bless the unconven�onal 
paths families take just as much as the conven�onal ones.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:34-35 - the fuller story of Sheshan having only daughters, 
resolved shortly a�er this verse.

2:32 (KJV) And the sons of Jada the brother of Shammai; Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether died 
without children.
(B:E Project) The sons of Jada, Shammai's brother, were Jether and Jonathan. Jether 
died without children.

Context: This is a parallel branch to Shammai's line from verse 28, tracing Jada's two 
sons and no�ng, like Seled in verse 30, that one line ended without further descendants.
Meaning: Two 'died without children' no�ces appear close together in this chapter - a 
reminder woven into even a triumphant royal genealogy that not every family story 
con�nues unbroken, recorded honestly rather than only celebra�ng success.
Lesson: Endings, including the quiet ending of a family line, are part of the honest record 
of life. I don't need your story to con�nue forever to consider it complete and worthy of 
remembrance.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:30 - Seled, the other man in this chapter noted as dying childless.

2:33 (KJV) And the sons of Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. These were the sons of Jerahmeel.
(B:E Project) The sons of Jonathan were Peleth and Zaza. These were all descendants of 
Jerahmeel.

2:28 (KJV) And the sons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. And the sons of Shammai; 
Nadab, and Abishur.
(B:E Project) The sons of Onam were Shammai and Jada. Shammai's sons were Nadab 
and Abishur.

Context: This con�nues down through Onam's branch of the Jerahmeel line, introduced 
in verse 26, extending the family tree another two genera�ons.
Meaning: Chronicles keeps tracking names deep into branches that never touch the 
throne - a pa�ent, thorough record-keeping that treats every family as worth the ink, 
regardless of fame.
Lesson: Being thorough and faithful in unglamorous work - keeping records, 
remembering people who aren't famous - is exactly the kind of quiet faithfulness I value 
most.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:1 - a similarly detailed, unbroken chain of otherwise unknown 
descendants in the Judah genealogy.

2:29 (KJV) And the name of the wife of Abishur was Abihail, and she bare him Ahban, and 
Molid.
(B:E Project) Abishur's wife was named Abihail, and she bore him Ahban and Molid.

Context: This con�nues the detailed Jerahmeel genealogy, naming a wife directly - 
something the text does more o�en than some�mes assumed, honouring women 
within these family records.
Meaning: Many ancient genealogies track only male lines, but Chronicles regularly stops 
to name mothers too - Abihail here, like Tamar and Ephrath earlier. That inclusion says 
the women who bore and raised these families were not anonymous to the record-
keepers.
Lesson: I no�ce and name the people whose contribu�ons o�en go unrecorded 
elsewhere. If you've felt invisible in a story that gets told about achievers, know that I 
count every contributor by name.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:19 - Ephrath, another wife named and credited earlier in this 
same chapter.

2:30 (KJV) And the sons of Nadab; Seled, and Appaim: but Seled died without children.
(B:E Project) The sons of Nadab were Seled and Appaim, but Seled died without any 
children.

Context: This is one of several notes marking a line that ends - a son who died childless, 
meaning his name would not con�nue forward.
Meaning: The text is honest about dead ends in a family tree. Not every life produces a 
las�ng genealogical legacy - yet Seled's name and existence are s�ll recorded, s�ll 
ma�ered, even without descendants.
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:36-41 - the line con�nuing through A�ai down several more 
genera�ons, showing this unconven�onal marriage was not a dead end.

2:36 (KJV) And A�ai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat Zabad,
(B:E Project) A�ai was the father of Nathan, and Nathan was the father of Zabad.

Context: This begins a long, unbroken chain of 'begat' statements (verses 36-41) tracing 
Sheshan's line, through his daughter and Jarha, down many genera�ons.
Meaning: This run of short verses mirrors the KJV's own unbroken sentence - a chain of 
fathers and sons, each name simply handed to the next. It reflects how ordinary 
genera�onal con�nuity actually works: quiet, repe��ve, yet adding up to something 
durable.
Lesson: Faithfulness rarely feels drama�c in the moment - it's usually just showing up for 
the next genera�on, one link at a �me. I honour that steady, repeated faithfulness as 
much as any single heroic act.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:10-15 - a similar unbroken chain tracing the parallel line down 
to David.

2:37 (KJV) And Zabad begat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed,
(B:E Project) Zabad was the father of Ephlal, and Ephlal was the father of Obed.

Context: Con�nuing the same unbroken genealogical chain from Sheshan's daughter 
and Jarha, now four genera�ons on from A�ai.
Meaning: Part of the same long chain as the previous verse - each name a real person 
about whom nothing else is recorded, simply passed on faithfully to the next genera�on.
Lesson: Most of a good life is made of unremarked con�nuity - passing on what you 
were given, a li�le improved, to whoever comes a�er you. That is enough; you don't 
need a drama�c story for your life to count.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:12 - another 'Obed' earlier in this chapter, father of Jesse - a 
different man of the same name.

2:38 (KJV) And Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah,
(B:E Project) Obed was the father of Jehu, and Jehu was the father of Azariah.

Context: Con�nuing the same unbroken chain; this Jehu is not the same person as the 
famous King Jehu of Israel men�oned later in Kings and Chronicles - just a man sharing a 
common name.
Meaning: As with 'Ram' and 'Obed' elsewhere, name-sharing across different people is 
common in the Bible - context, not the name alone, tells the reader who someone 
actually is.

Context: This closes the extended Jerahmeel genealogy that began in verse 25, 
summarising the branch before the text moves to a different family thread involving 
Sheshan.
Meaning: 'These were the sons of Jerahmeel' func�ons like a sec�on heading - the 
Chronicler is organised and methodical, marking where one family's record ends before 
the next begins. Nothing here is careless.
Lesson: Closure and clear endings ma�er, even in genealogies. I want you to be able to 
close chapters of your own life with the same clarity - naming what happened, then 
moving forward.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:9 - the original three-way split of Hezron's sons that this sec�on 
completes one branch of.

2:34 (KJV) Now Sheshan had no sons, but daughters. And Sheshan had a servant, an 
Egyp�an, whose name was Jarha.
(B:E Project) Sheshan had no sons, only daughters. He had an Egyp�an servant named 
Jarha.

Context: This returns to Sheshan, men�oned briefly in verse 31, now explaining he had 
no male heir - a situa�on that in ancient inheritance law required a crea�ve solu�on.
Meaning: Having no sons was a genuine crisis for con�nuing a family name and 
inheritance. The text states the fact plainly, se�ng up how the family actually resolved it 
in the next verse.
Lesson: When life doesn't go the way custom or expecta�on says it should, I don't want 
you to panic or feel disqualified from a meaningful future. There is o�en a faithful way 
forward that doesn't look like the one you originally pictured.
See Also: Numbers 27:1-8 - the daughters of Zelophehad, a similar situa�on resolved by 
giving daughters inheritance rights.

2:35 (KJV) And Sheshan gave his daughter to Jarha his servant to wife; and she bare him A�ai.
(B:E Project) Sheshan gave his daughter in marriage to Jarha, his servant. She gave birth 
to A�ai.

Context: Sheshan solves his lack of a male heir by marrying his daughter to his own 
household servant, an Egyp�an - an unusual arrangement that secures the family's 
con�nua�on.
Meaning: This crosses both class and likely ethnic lines, and the text records it without 
objec�on, simply no�ng the son born from it - A�ai, an ancestor named later in this 
genealogy leading eventually toward David's circle.
Lesson: I don't care about the social rank or background of the people you love or 
welcome into your family. What ma�ers is faithfulness and the life that grows from the 
rela�onship.
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unconven�onal solu�on worked: the family flourished across many genera�ons.
Lesson: What looks like a problem or a compromise in the moment can, given �me, 
become the very thing that secures your family's future. Trust that faithful choices made 
under pressure can bear good fruit long a�er the pressure has passed.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:34 - the beginning of this same chain, where Sheshan's lack of 
sons first creates the need this genealogy resolves.

2:42 (KJV) Now the sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel were, Mesha his firstborn, which 
was the father of Ziph; and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron.
(B:E Project) The sons of Caleb, Jerahmeel's brother, were Mesha the firstborn, who was 
the father of Ziph, and the sons of Mareshah, the father of Hebron.

Context: The text returns to Caleb (Chelubai from verse 9), Hezron's third son, picking up 
a thread set aside since verse 24 to detail the Jerahmeel and Sheshan branches first.
Meaning: This Caleb's descendants are �ed to real, significant places - Ziph, where David 
hid from Saul, and Hebron, David's first capital. The genealogy is explaining how Judah's 
family came to be so thoroughly rooted across this territory.
Lesson: The places that shape your life - where you hid in hard �mes, where you 
eventually found stability - o�en trace back further than you realise, through people and 
choices long before you. Honour the ground that has held you.
See Also: 1 Samuel 23:14 - David hiding in the wilderness of Ziph while fleeing Saul; 2 
Samuel 5:5 - David reigning first from Hebron.

2:43 (KJV) And the sons of Hebron; Korah, and Tappuah, and Rekem, and Shema.
(B:E Project) The sons of Hebron were Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema.

Context: Con�nuing the Caleb line focused specifically on the city of Hebron's founding 
family, later David's first royal capital and burial place of the patriarchs.
Meaning: Hebron here is a person's name before it's the name of the famous city - place 
names and family names were o�en the same, because a family founded and named 
the se�lement they lived in.
Lesson: The places you build and the name you're known by can become one and the 
same over �me. Build your life, your home, your reputa�on, with the same care you'd 
want a las�ng place to be built with.
See Also: Genesis 23:19 - Hebron already established as the burial place of Sarah, and 
later Abraham, long before this genealogical naming.

2:44 (KJV) And Shema begat Raham, the father of Jorkoam: and Rekem begat Shammai.
(B:E Project) Shema was the father of Raham, who was the father of Jorkoam. Rekem 
was the father of Shammai.

Lesson: Don't assume you know someone's whole story just because their name, 
situa�on, or background sounds familiar. Look closer before you decide who someone 
is.
See Also: 2 Kings 9:1-3 - the far more famous King Jehu, a different man en�rely from 
the Jehu named in this verse.

2:39 (KJV) And Azariah begat Helez, and Helez begat Eleasah,
(B:E Project) Azariah was the father of Helez, and Helez was the father of Eleasah.

Context: Con�nuing the same unbroken chain of Sheshan's descendants through Jarha, 
now six genera�ons removed from Sheshan himself.
Meaning: By this point any personal memory of Sheshan's original crisis - no sons, an 
Egyp�an servant, an unconven�onal marriage - would have faded into simple family 
fact. An urgent problem became, genera�ons later, just ordinary ancestry.
Lesson: Whatever unconven�onal or difficult way your family or your life began, given 
enough �me and faithfulness, it becomes simply your story - solid, ordinary, and en�rely 
legi�mate.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:34-35 - the original unconven�onal beginning of this line, 
several genera�ons earlier.

2:40 (KJV) And Eleasah begat Sisamai, and Sisamai begat Shallum,
(B:E Project) Eleasah was the father of Sisamai, and Sisamai was the father of Shallum.

Context: Con�nuing the same unbroken chain, now approaching the end of the list that 
concludes at Elishama in verse 41.
Meaning: These names, en�rely unknown elsewhere in scripture, exist here purely as 
evidence that the family endured across genera�ons - a text bothering to preserve 
names that serve no purpose except proving people lived and were remembered.
Lesson: Being remembered, even briefly, by name is a form of dignity I extend to 
everyone - not only the famous. Your existence has been worth no�ng.
See Also: Luke 3:23-38 - Luke's genealogy of Jesus similarly includes many otherwise-
unknown names, preserved for the same reason.

2:41 (KJV) And Shallum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah begat Elishama.
(B:E Project) Shallum was the father of Jekamiah, and Jekamiah was the father of 
Elishama.

Context: This concludes the long genealogical chain traced from Sheshan's daughter and 
Jarha the Egyp�an servant, begun back in verse 34.
Meaning: The chain that started with a crisis - no male heir - ends here, genera�ons 
later, having produced a full, respectable family line worth recording. The 
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2:47 (KJV) And the sons of Jahdai; Regem, and Jotham, and Gesham, and Pelet, and Ephah, 
and Shaaph.
(B:E Project) The sons of Jahdai were Regem, Jotham, Gesham, Pelet, Ephah, and 
Shaaph.

Context: Jahdai's connec�on to the rest of the family isn't explicitly stated, though 
recurring names like Ephah and Shaaph in the surrounding verses suggest a close family 
rela�onship.
Meaning: Even where the text doesn't spell out every connec�on, it s�ll records the 
names carefully - the original audience, closer in �me, likely understood links now 
harder for us to trace.
Lesson: Not everything about your place in a bigger story needs to be explained to 
strangers to be real and secure. Some belonging is simply known within the family.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:46 and 48-49 - the surrounding verses where the names Ephah 
and Shaaph recur.

2:48 (KJV) Maachah, Caleb’s concubine, bare Sheber, and Tirhanah.
(B:E Project) Maachah, another of Caleb's concubines, gave birth to Sheber and 
Tirhanah.

Context: This introduces a second named concubine of Caleb, con�nuing the household 
record into verses 48-49.
Meaning: The text lists Caleb's household in full - two wives, two concubines, every child 
credited to a specific mother. This level of detail suggests a man of considerable means 
whose full family needed accurate record-keeping for inheritance.
Lesson: Wealth and standing in life bring real responsibility to look a�er everyone under 
your care fairly and by name. I ask those with much to be scrupulously fair to everyone 
who depends on them.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:18-19 - Caleb's wives Azubah and Ephrath, part of this same 
larger household picture.

2:49 (KJV) She bare also Shaaph the father of Madmannah, Sheva the father of Machbenah, 
and the father of Gibea: and the daughter of Caleb was Achsa.
(B:E Project) She also gave birth to Shaaph, the father of Madmannah, and Sheva, the 
father of Machbenah and Gibea. Caleb's daughter was named Achsa.

Context: This closes the record of Maachah's children and names Caleb's daughter 
Achsa (Achsah), a figure with her own well-known story elsewhere in the Bible.
Meaning: Achsah appears in Joshua 15:16-19 and Judges 1:12-15 as a resourceful 
woman who, upon marrying, boldly asked her father for springs of water in addi�on to 
her land - and got them. Naming her here honours a daughter who took ini�a�ve.

Context: Con�nuing the detailed Hebron branch from the previous verse, tracing two 
more small family lines forward another genera�on each.
Meaning: These names likely correspond to small se�lements in the Hebron region - the 
genealogy doubling as a se�lement record for Judah's tribal territory, useful informa�on 
for a community reclaiming its land a�er exile.
Lesson: Detailed, careful record-keeping - of land, of family, of who belongs where - is 
unglamorous work that protects people's righ�ul place for genera�ons. I value that 
pa�ent, protec�ve diligence.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:42 - the Ziph and Hebron territory this whole branch of the 
genealogy is mapping.

2:45 (KJV) And the son of Shammai was Maon: and Maon was the father of Bethzur.
(B:E Project) Shammai's son was Maon, and Maon was the father of Bethzur.

Context: Con�nuing the Hebron/Caleb branch, connec�ng this family to two more real 
loca�ons - Maon (near where David hid from Saul) and Bethzur (a for�fied town later 
strengthened by Rehoboam).
Meaning: A family name doubles as a place name and, later, a strategic loca�on - 
showing how thoroughly interwoven genealogy and geography were for Judah. These 
weren't abstract records; they were a living map of who held what land.
Lesson: The groundwork you lay - literally, in a place, a home, a business - o�en becomes 
something future genera�ons rely on for security. Build with future stewards in mind, 
even when you can't see who they'll be.
See Also: 1 Samuel 25:2 - Nabal, a wealthy man of Maon, in the story just before David 
marries Abigail.

2:46 (KJV) And Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bare Haran, and Moza, and Gazez: and Haran 
begat Gazez.
(B:E Project) Ephah, Caleb's concubine, gave birth to Haran, Moza, and Gazez. Haran 
was the father of Gazez.

Context: This introduces Caleb's concubine Ephah and her children, con�nuing the 
extensive record of Caleb's household across verses 46-49.
Meaning: The repeated name Gazez (son of Ephah and grandson through Haran) is 
simply how the record was kept - names recurring within families was common, and the 
text stays true to what was actually recorded even when it looks odd.
Lesson: I don't need your story to be neat or symmetrical to take it seriously. Real 
families and real records have repe��ons and oddi�es, and that's simply what truthful 
memory looks like.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:18-19 - Caleb's other wives and children, part of the same 
extended household record.
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(B:E Project) Shobal, the father of Kirjathjearim, had sons: Haroeh, and half of the 
Manahethites.

Context: Con�nuing the Kirjathjearim family line from verse 50, now no�ng Shobal's 
descendants included half of an en�re clan group, the Manahethites.
Meaning: 'Half of the Manahethites' shows how clans could be internally divided and 
traced through different founding ancestors - genealogy here operates at the level of 
whole communi�es, not just individual family trees.
Lesson: Communi�es are rarely simple single units - they're made of overlapping smaller 
groups, each with its own history and loyalty. I ask you to respect the complexity of any 
community you're part of.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:54 - the other half of the Manahethites, credited to Salma's 
family instead.

2:53 (KJV) And the families of Kirjathjearim; the Ithrites, and the Puhites, and the Shumathites, 
and the Mishraites; of them came the Zareathites, and the Eshtaulites.
(B:E Project) The families of Kirjathjearim were the Ithrites, the Puhites, the 
Shumathites, and the Mishraites. From them came the Zareathites and the Eshtaulites.

Context: This lists the clans that made up Kirjathjearim, no�ng two further groups - the 
Zareathites and Eshtaulites - descended from them, both towns later associated with 
the tribe of Dan and the story of Samson.
Meaning: Zareah (Zorah) and Eshtaol are the two towns between which Samson's story 
unfolds. This genealogy traces those towns' founding families back to Judah's territory, 
even though Samson himself is remembered as a judge from Dan.
Lesson: The places connected to a famous story o�en have their own quieter history 
behind them, worth knowing in its own right. Don't let a famous story eclipse everything 
else true about the surrounding people.
See Also: Judges 13:25 - the Spirit of the LORD begins to move Samson between Zorah 
and Eshtaol, the very towns traced here.

2:54 (KJV) The sons of Salma; Bethlehem, and the Netophathites, Ataroth, the house of Joab, 
and half of the Manahethites, the Zorites.
(B:E Project) The sons of Salma were Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Ataroth of the 
house of Joab, half of the Manahethites, and the Zorites.

Context: This con�nues the Bethlehem-founding family line from verse 51, lis�ng 
further clans connected to Salma, including a direct reference to 'the house of Joab' - 
David's famous general.
Meaning: This �es Joab's family origins directly into the Bethlehem clan network, 
meaning David's most powerful general came from the same extended family tree as 
David himself - not just king and soldier, but kin from the same small-town roots.

Lesson: I admire boldness in asking for what you genuinely need to thrive, not just what 
you were ini�ally offered. Achsah didn't wait passively - she spoke up for herself, and 
that confidence is worth celebra�ng.
See Also: Joshua 15:18-19 - Achsah boldly asks her father Caleb for springs of water and 
receives both the upper and lower springs.

2:50 (KJV) These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah; Shobal the 
father of Kirjathjearim,
(B:E Project) These were the descendants of Caleb, son of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah: 
Shobal, the father of Kirjathjearim.

Context: This shi�s to a different Hur linked here through Ephratah (Bethlehem's older 
name), beginning yet another branch of Caleb-related descendants �ed to real towns in 
Judah.
Meaning: Kirjathjearim is where the Ark of the Covenant rested for twenty years before 
David brought it to Jerusalem (1 Samuel 7:1-2). This genealogy quietly explains how that 
town came to be founded and named.
Lesson: The places that later become significant to a whole community o�en have 
humble, personal, family origins that get forgo�en over �me. I remember the small, 
human beginnings behind ins�tu�ons people now take for granted.
See Also: 1 Samuel 7:1-2 - the Ark of the Covenant kept at Kirjathjearim for twenty years, 
the very town founded by Shobal's family.

2:51 (KJV) Salma the father of Bethlehem, Hareph the father of Bethgader.
(B:E Project) Salma was the father of Bethlehem, and Hareph was the father of 
Bethgader.

Context: Con�nuing the same Ephratah/Caleb branch, this credits a family founder with 
what becomes one of the most famous towns in the Bible - Bethlehem, birthplace of 
David and, centuries later, Jesus.
Meaning: 'Father of Bethlehem' means founding the se�lement that becomes that 
town - an extraordinary quiet detail, given everything Bethlehem later means: David's 
birthplace, and the birthplace named in the New Testament na�vity accounts.
Lesson: You never know which small thing you build or start will turn out to ma�er far 
more than you could have imagined. Do good, ordinary work anyway - its significance 
isn't always visible to you in the moment.
See Also: Micah 5:2 - the prophecy naming Bethlehem as the origin of a great ruler; 
Ma�hew 2:1 - Jesus born in Bethlehem.

2:52 (KJV) And Shobal the father of Kirjathjearim had sons; Haroeh, and half of the 
Manahethites.
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3:1 (KJV) Now these were the sons of David, which were born unto him in Hebron; the 
firstborn Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; the second Daniel, of Abigail the 
Carmelitess:
(B:E Project) These were David's sons born to him in Hebron: the firstborn Amnon, by 
Ahinoam of Jezreel; the second Daniel, by Abigail of Carmel.

Context: This opens a focused genealogy of David's own family, beginning with sons 
born during the seven years he reigned over Judah alone from Hebron, before capturing 
Jerusalem. Amnon's tragic story (2 Samuel 13) and Abigail's earlier story (1 Samuel 25) 
are assumed background.
Meaning: Amnon, the firstborn and presumed heir, later commits a terrible crime 
against his half-sister Tamar and is killed in revenge by his brother Absalom - a family 
catastrophe reshaping the rest of David's reign. Lis�ng him first, without comment, sets 
up the coming tragedy.
Lesson: Being first in line, whether by birth or privilege, is not a guarantee of good 
character or a good outcome. I ask you not to assume en�tlement based on posi�on - 
what you do with your posi�on is what truly ma�ers.
See Also: 2 Samuel 13:1-29 - Amnon's crime against Tamar and his subsequent murder 
by Absalom.

3:2 (KJV) The third, Absalom the son of Maachah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur: the 
fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith:
(B:E Project) The third was Absalom, son of Maachah, daughter of Talmai king of 
Geshur; the fourth was Adonijah, son of Haggith.

Context: Absalom later avenges his sister Tamar by killing Amnon, then leads open 
rebellion against David; Adonijah later a�empts to seize the throne from the dying 
David, favouring himself over Solomon (1 Kings 1).
Meaning: Both sons named here end up in open rebellion against their father, each 
ul�mately dying because of it. The bare genealogy holds enormous private grief within 
it - two of David's own sons tried to take his throne by force.
Lesson: Even someone as significant and gi�ed as David carried deep pain within his 
own family that no achievement could shield him from. I don't ask you to have a perfect 
family to be worthy of love - I sit with you in the pain of family conflict too, not just in your 
successes.
See Also: 2 Samuel 15:1-12 - Absalom's rebellion against David; 1 Kings 1:5-10 - 
Adonijah's a�empt to claim the throne.

3:3 (KJV) The fi�h, Shepha�ah of Abital: the sixth, Ithream by Eglah his wife.
(B:E Project) The fi�h was Shepha�ah, by Abital; the sixth was Ithream, by Eglah, David's 
wife.

Lesson: The people you grew up alongside, from the same small place, o�en become 
the people who shape your life most - for good and for difficulty both. Tend those close, 
long-rooted rela�onships with par�cular care.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:16 - Joab named as son of David's sister Zeruiah, confirming this 
close, dual connec�on to David's family.

2:55 (KJV) And the families of the scribes which dwelt at Jabez; the Tirathites, the 
Shimeathites, and Suchathites. These are the Kenites that came of Hemath, the father of 
the house of Rechab.
(B:E Project) The families of scribes who lived at Jabez were the Tirathites, the 
Shimeathites, and the Suchathites. These are the Kenites who came from Hemath, the 
father of the house of Rechab.

Context: This closing verse shi�s focus to a guild of scribes living at Jabez, iden�fying 
them as Kenites, a non-Israelite people connected to Moses's father-in-law, adopted 
into Israel's story.
Meaning: The Kenites and the house of Rechab become known later (Jeremiah 35) for 
their strict, disciplined lifestyle, staying faithful to an ancestor's simple way of life for 
centuries. Ending the chapter with outsider scribes folded into Judah's territory fits a 
chapter that has repeatedly shown Judah's family absorbing and valuing outsiders - and 
here even credits them with preserving the wri�en word.
Lesson: The people who faithfully preserve and pass on knowledge and memory, like 
these scribes, deserve real honour, even when history remembers the kings and 
generals more loudly. And I welcome the outsider who commits to faithfulness; loyalty 
of the heart ma�ers more to me than lineage.
See Also: Jeremiah 35:5-10 - the Rechabites' remarkable mul�-genera�onal 
faithfulness, held up by the prophet as an example; Judges 1:16 - the Kenites' earlier 
alliance with Israel.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 3

This chapter me�culously records the descendants of King David, focusing first on his many sons 
born both in Hebron and Jerusalem, including significant figures like Absalom and Solomon. It also 
briefly men�ons his daughter, Tamar. The majority of the chapter then traces the royal lineage 
that stemmed from King Solomon, lis�ng the kings of Judah in chronological order, such as 
Rehoboam, Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah, down to King Josiah and his sons. Finally, the 
chapter con�nues the family tree through the line of Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin) and his 
descendants, specifically highligh�ng Zerubbabel, who was important in the post-exile rebuilding 
period, and then follows subsequent genera�ons, demonstra�ng the con�nua�on of David's 
family line even a�er the fall of the kingdom.

     CHAPTER 3
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real restora�on, and a future that s�ll held meaning.
See Also: 2 Samuel 12:24-25 - Solomon's birth following David's repentance, with 
Nathan the prophet naming him 'beloved of the LORD.'

3:6 (KJV) Ibhar also, and Elishama, and Eliphelet,
(B:E Project) Also Ibhar, Elishama, and Eliphelet.

Context: Con�nuing the list of sons born to David in Jerusalem, likely by various wives, 
following the pa�ern of ancient royal households with mul�ple marriages.
Meaning: These three sons are named here and in 2 Samuel 5:15-16, with no further 
stories recorded - part of David's large royal household that never became central to the 
unfolding narra�ve.
Lesson: Not everyone born into privilege or a prominent family goes on to become a 
well-known figure, and that's perfectly fine. Quiet, unremarked lives within a famous 
family are s�ll full, legi�mate lives.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:15 - the same three sons listed among David's children born in 
Jerusalem.

3:7 (KJV) And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia,
(B:E Project) And Nogah, Nepheg, and Japhia.

Context: Con�nuing the same list of David's sons born in Jerusalem, part of an unbroken 
sequence spanning verses 5-8.
Meaning: As with the previous verse, these names appear in royal record-keeping with 
no further narra�ve - the sheer number of children reflects the scale of a royal 
household, very different from an ordinary family's structure.
Lesson: However large or unusual a family structure looks, I care about how people 
within it are treated - with dignity, provision and love - more than the shape of the 
structure itself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:15 - Nepheg and Japhia named there too, confirming the same list.

3:8 (KJV) And Elishama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine.
(B:E Project) And Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet - nine in total.

Context: This closes the Jerusalem-born sons list; the names Elishama and Eliphelet 
appear to repeat from verse 6, which scholars a�ribute to an earlier son dying and the 
name being reused, a known ancient prac�ce.
Meaning: Reusing a name a�er an earlier child's death was a real and poignant custom 
- not carelessness, but a way of honouring a lost child by giving their name new life in a 
sibling. Chronicles preserves this exactly as recorded.

Context: These two sons, along with Daniel from verse 1, are men�oned only in 
genealogical lists like this one and 2 Samuel 3:2-5, with no further stories recorded.
Meaning: Unlike Amnon, Absalom and Adonijah, these sons le� no recorded drama. 
Their quiet absence from the narra�ve is worth no�ng: not every child of a famous, 
complicated family becomes part of its complica�ons.
Lesson: You don't have to repeat the dysfunc�on of a difficult family to be a legi�mate 
part of it. Living quietly and without scandal is its own valid, even admirable, way to walk 
through life.
See Also: 2 Samuel 3:2-5 - the parallel lis�ng of these same six sons born to David in 
Hebron.

3:4 (KJV) These six were born unto him in Hebron; and there he reigned seven years and six 
months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years.
(B:E Project) These six were born to David in Hebron, where he reigned for seven years 
and six months. He then reigned in Jerusalem for thirty-three years.

Context: This summarises and closes the Hebron period of David's reign before the 
genealogy moves on to sons born a�er he made Jerusalem his capital.
Meaning: This rare pause gives a concrete �meframe, anchoring the family record to 
actual poli�cal history - David's rise from local king over Judah alone to ruler over a 
unified, centralised kingdom based in Jerusalem.
Lesson: Growth and expansion in your life o�en happen in stages - a smaller, local 
season first, then a wider one later. I don't ask you to rush past the smaller season; it was 
building something real.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:4-5 - the same forty-year total reign recorded there.

3:5 (KJV) And these were born unto him in Jerusalem; Shimea, and Shobab, and Nathan, and 
Solomon, four, of Bathshua the daughter of Ammiel:
(B:E Project) These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and 
Solomon - four sons, by Bathshua the daughter of Ammiel.

Context: Bathshua here is another name for Bathsheba; this verse lists sons from David's 
marriage to her, following the earlier, deeply troubling story of his affair with her and the 
killing of her husband Uriah.
Meaning: The Chronicler makes no men�on here of the scandal behind this marriage, 
simply lis�ng Solomon among Bathsheba's sons as a se�led, legi�mate part of David's 
family. Solomon, born from genuine repentance and restora�on a�er that failure, 
becomes heir to the throne - a devasta�ng mistake doesn't have to be the final word on 
a person's future.
Lesson: Your worst chapter doesn't have to define your whole story. David's most 
serious failure is not hidden elsewhere in scripture, but here you see what came a�er: 
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(B:E Project) Joram was his son; Ahaziah was his son; Joash was his son.

Context: This con�nues through Jehoshaphat's son Joram (marked by violence - he 
killed his own brothers to secure the throne), through Ahaziah's brief troubled reign, to 
Joash, who survived a massacre as an infant and was raised in hiding in the temple.
Meaning: Joash's survival is genuinely drama�c: when his grandmother Athaliah seized 
the throne and killed the rest of the royal family, a priest's wife hid the infant Joash in the 
temple for six years before he was crowned. His name appearing here simply as 'his son' 
quietly carries an extraordinary story that preserved David's en�re royal line from 
ex�nc�on.
Lesson: Some�mes the survival of something precious - a family, a hope, a promise - 
comes down to one person's courage in hiding and protec�ng what's vulnerable. I 
honour those who quietly protect the vulnerable, even when no one is watching.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 22:10-12 - Joash hidden in the temple as an infant, saved from 
Athaliah's massacre.

3:12 (KJV) Amaziah his son, Azariah his son, Jotham his son,
(B:E Project) Amaziah was his son; Azariah was his son; Jotham was his son.

Context: Azariah here is the same king more commonly known as Uzziah, who reigned 
successfully for many years but was struck with leprosy a�er arrogantly a�emp�ng to 
burn incense in the temple, a priestly duty not his to perform (2 Chronicles 26).
Meaning: Uzziah/Azariah's story warns about a successful, powerful person 
overstepping boundaries out of pride - his long, prosperous reign ended in isola�on 
because he refused correc�on when priests confronted him.
Lesson: Success and long-standing achievement can make it temp�ng to think the 
normal rules or wise counsel no longer apply to you. I ask you to stay humble and 
correctable precisely when things are going well.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 26:16-21 - Uzziah's pride, his unlawful entry into the temple, and 
the leprosy that resulted.

3:13 (KJV) Ahaz his son, Hezekiah his son, Manasseh his son,
(B:E Project) Ahaz was his son; Hezekiah was his son; Manasseh was his son.

Context: This spans some of the most contras�ng reigns in Judah's history - Ahaz, one of 
the most idolatrous kings, even sacrificing his own children; Hezekiah, one of the most 
faithful reformers; and Manasseh, perhaps the most wicked king before a remarkable 
late-life repentance (2 Chronicles 33).
Meaning: Three genera�ons, three radically different spiritual direc�ons - decline, 
revival, catastrophic decline, then unexpected repentance. Faithfulness had to be 
chosen fresh by each genera�on, and even one individual could turn around 
drama�cally within a life�me.

Lesson: Grief and remembrance can take forms that look unusual from the outside but 
carry real tenderness within a family. I don't ask you to explain your way of honouring 
loss to people who haven't walked your path.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 3:6 - the earlier appearance of the names Elishama and Eliphelet, 
likely for children who died before this second set was born.

3:9 (KJV) These were all the sons of David, beside the sons of the concubines, and Tamar their 
sister.
(B:E Project) These were all of David's sons, not coun�ng the sons of his concubines, and 
Tamar their sister.

Context: This closes the list of David's named sons with a summary note, specifically 
naming Tamar - David's daughter whose story of assault by her half-brother Amnon and 
subsequent grief is told fully in 2 Samuel 13.
Meaning: Naming Tamar here, without detail, assumes the reader already knows her 
devasta�ng story. Including her by name in this otherwise all-male list of heirs is a form 
of acknowledgement: her suffering was not forgo�en by the record.
Lesson: I remember the ones who were wronged, even when their story is told with 
brevity elsewhere. If you carry a painful chapter that others move past quickly, know 
that it is not forgo�en or unimportant - it is held with care.
See Also: 2 Samuel 13:1-22 - the full and painful account of what happened to Tamar, 
referenced only by name here.

3:10 (KJV) And Solomon’s son was Rehoboam, Abia his son, Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son,
(B:E Project) Solomon's son was Rehoboam; Rehoboam's son was Abia; Abia's son was 
Asa; Asa's son was Jehoshaphat.

Context: This begins the royal line of kings of Judah, moving from David's immediate 
family into the sequence of monarchs who ruled from Jerusalem a�er Solomon, 
covered in detail later in 1 and 2 Chronicles.
Meaning: This rapid list summarises what takes many chapters to narrate elsewhere - 
Rehoboam's disastrous mishandling that split the kingdom, and Asa and Jehoshaphat's 
more faithful reigns. The genealogy compresses decades of na�onal history into one line 
of succession.
Lesson: A family's legacy is wri�en across genera�ons, not just in one life�me. Even if 
your own chapter includes real mistakes, as Rehoboam's did, the story doesn't end with 
you - later genera�ons can s�ll choose faithfulness.
See Also: 1 Kings 12:1-19 - Rehoboam's harsh response that splits the united kingdom; 
2 Chronicles 17:3-6 - Jehoshaphat's faithful reign.

3:11 (KJV) Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son,
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(B:E Project) The sons of Jehoiakim were: Jeconiah his son, and Zedekiah.

Context: Jeconiah (also called Jehoiachin) reigned only three months before being exiled 
to Babylon; this Zedekiah became the last king of Judah before Jerusalem's final 
destruc�on in 586 BC.
Meaning: This verse marks the effec�ve end of the independent kingdom of Judah - 
Jeconiah taken cap�ve, Zedekiah's rebellion leading directly to Jerusalem's destruc�on. 
The royal line does not end here, though - it con�nues in exile, as the following verses 
show.
Lesson: Even total poli�cal and na�onal collapse doesn't mean the story is over. I keep 
working through the ruins of what looks like a complete ending, preparing something 
that will con�nue long a�er the disaster.
See Also: 2 Kings 25:8-12 - the destruc�on of Jerusalem and the temple under 
Zedekiah's reign.

3:17 (KJV) And the sons of Jeconiah; Assir, Salathiel his son,
(B:E Project) The sons of Jeconiah, the cap�ve king, were Assir, and Salathiel his son.

Context: The text specifically iden�fies Jeconiah as 'the cap�ve,' reflec�ng his fate a�er 
being taken to Babylon; his line con�nues even in exile, with Salathiel (Sheal�el) 
becoming a key link forward.
Meaning: This is genealogically crucial: despite total na�onal defeat and the king himself 
a prisoner in a foreign land, his family line is carefully preserved, showing the promise of 
an enduring line from David was not ex�nguished by exile - only interrupted in its 
outward form.
Lesson: Cap�vity, whatever form it takes in your life, does not have the power to end 
your story or erase your significance. I keep faith with people even in their lowest, most 
powerless seasons.
See Also: Jeremiah 22:24-30 - a striking prophecy about Jeconiah (Coniah) sugges�ng his 
line would not prosper on the throne, later addressed through Zerubbabel's non-royal 
but genuine restora�on.

3:18 (KJV) Malchiram also, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.
(B:E Project) Also Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazar, Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.

Context: This lists further sons of Jeconiah, born presumably during or connected to the 
exile in Babylon; Pedaiah becomes important in the next verse as father of Zerubbabel.
Meaning: A full family con�nuing to grow even in exile - six more sons named here - 
counters any idea that exile meant ex�nc�on or emp�ness. Life, family and hope 
con�nued far from the homeland and the ruined temple.

Lesson: Your parents' choices, good or bad, do not lock in your own future - you can 
choose differently, in either direc�on, at any point. And even someone who has caused 
great harm, like Manasseh, can genuinely turn their life around; it's never too late to 
change course.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 33:10-13 - Manasseh's remarkable repentance and restora�on 
a�er a reign of extreme wickedness.

3:14 (KJV) Amon his son, Josiah his son.
(B:E Project) Amon was his son; Josiah was his son.

Context: Amon briefly con�nued Manasseh's earlier wickedness (without the later 
repentance) and was assassinated a�er two years; his son Josiah became one of Judah's 
most celebrated reformer-kings, restoring temple worship and rediscovering the Book 
of the Law.
Meaning: Once again a wicked reign is followed immediately by one of the most faithful 
kings in Judah's history, reinforcing the genealogy's quiet message: each genera�on, 
even a child raised by a bad parent, faces a genuine choice about their own direc�on.
Lesson: You are not fated to repeat your parents' worst pa�erns. Josiah, raised by a 
genuinely wicked father, became one of the most faithful leaders in his na�on's history 
- proof that a difficult upbringing does not determine your character.
See Also: 2 Kings 22:1-2 - Josiah's faithful reign despite his father Amon's wickedness, 
becoming king at only eight years old.

3:15 (KJV) And the sons of Josiah were, the firstborn Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third 
Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum.
(B:E Project) Josiah's sons were: the firstborn Johanan, the second Jehoiakim, the third 
Zedekiah, the fourth Shallum.

Context: This names Josiah's four sons, several of whom (under different names - 
Shallum is also Jehoahaz) became kings during the final, chao�c years of Judah's 
kingdom before the Babylonian exile.
Meaning: Johanan, the firstborn, apparently never reigned or died young, since younger 
sons took the throne - firstborn status guaranteed nothing, especially in the unstable 
final decades when foreign powers increasingly dictated who sat on Judah's throne.
Lesson: Even when outside forces and circumstances beyond your control shape what 
happens to you and your family, your iden�ty and worth remain intact. I don't measure 
you by the power or stability you're given, but by your character within your 
circumstances.
See Also: 2 Kings 23:30-34 - Shallum (Jehoahaz) made king then quickly deposed by 
Egypt, who installed his brother Jehoiakim instead.

3:16 (KJV) And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his son, Zedekiah his son.
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3:21 (KJV) And the sons of Hananiah; Pela�ah, and Jesaiah: the sons of Rephaiah, the sons of 
Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shechaniah.
(B:E Project) The sons of Hananiah were Pela�ah and Jesaiah; then the sons of 
Rephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, the sons of Shechaniah.

Context: This con�nues the family line beyond Zerubbabel's immediate children, tracing 
several further genera�ons a�er the return from exile, showing the family persisted 
through the Persian period.
Meaning: The rapid lis�ng of several names in a row without detail suggests the 
Chronicler is working from a genuinely extended, mul�-genera�on family record - less 
about any one individual and more about demonstra�ng the sheer con�nuity of David's 
line long a�er the monarchy had ended.
Lesson: A family or a community can keep growing and ma�ering long a�er its original, 
visible posi�on of power is gone. Influence and legacy don't require a throne or a �tle to 
remain real and worth recording.
See Also: Zechariah 4:6-10 - Zerubbabel's descendants encouraged that rebuilding 
wouldn't be by might or power, but by God's Spirit.

3:22 (KJV) And the sons of Shechaniah; Shemaiah: and the sons of Shemaiah; Ha�ush, and 
Igeal, and Bariah, and Neariah, and Shaphat, six.
(B:E Project) The sons of Shechaniah were Shemaiah; and the sons of Shemaiah were 
Ha�ush, Igeal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat - six.

Context: This con�nues the post-exile Davidic line several more genera�ons forward, 
likely reaching into the mid-to-late Persian period, well over a century a�er the original 
return under Zerubbabel.
Meaning: By this point the genealogy has traced David's family line for well over five 
hundred years total - an extraordinary span, especially since the kingdom itself had 
ceased to exist poli�cally. The family endured long a�er the throne did.
Lesson: What truly lasts about a person or a family is not always the posi�on or power 
they once held, but the character and con�nuity that outlives the loss of that posi�on. 
Build the kind of legacy that survives even when the outward structures around it 
collapse.
See Also: Ezra 8:2-3 - a Ha�ush named there as a leader returning to Jerusalem with 
Ezra, possibly connected to this same extended family.

3:23 (KJV) And the sons of Neariah; Elioenai, and Hezekiah, and Azrikam, three.
(B:E Project) The sons of Neariah were Elioenai, Hezekiah, and Azrikam - three.

Context: Con�nuing the genealogy another genera�on forward from Shemaiah's sons 
listed in verse 22, s�ll within the extended post-exile Davidic family.

Lesson: Displacement from your home, your community, or everything familiar doesn't 
have to mean the end of growth or family or purpose. I go with you into exile too, 
wherever that looks like in your own life, and life can s�ll flourish there.
See Also: Jeremiah 29:4-7 - the prophet's instruc�on to the exiles to build houses, plant 
gardens, and seek the welfare of the place they'd been carried to.

3:19 (KJV) And the sons of Pedaiah were, Zerubbabel, and Shimei: and the sons of Zerubbabel; 
Meshullam, and Hananiah, and Shelomith their sister:
(B:E Project) The sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel and Shimei. The sons of Zerubbabel 
were Meshullam and Hananiah, and Shelomith was their sister.

Context: Zerubbabel becomes one of the most significant post-exile figures - he led the 
first group of exiles back to Jerusalem under Persian permission and oversaw rebuilding 
the temple's founda�on, recorded in Ezra, Haggai and Zechariah.
Meaning: This is the moment the royal line, broken by exile, re-emerges into visible 
history: Zerubbabel actually returns and rebuilds, becoming a genuine leader recognised 
by name in mul�ple biblical books, and later appearing in both Ma�hew's and Luke's 
genealogies of Jesus.
Lesson: Restora�on a�er loss is real and possible - not just a nice idea, but something 
that actually happened to this family and community. Whatever has been broken or 
sca�ered in your life, rebuilding is genuinely within reach, even if it takes genera�ons to 
fully unfold.
See Also: Haggai 1:1 and Ezra 3:2 - Zerubbabel leading the return from exile and 
rebuilding the temple; Ma�hew 1:12-13 - Zerubbabel named directly in Jesus's 
genealogy.

3:20 (KJV) And Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and Hasadiah, Jushabhesed, five.
(B:E Project) And Hashubah, Ohel, Berechiah, Hasadiah, and Jushabhesed - five.

Context: This con�nues lis�ng Zerubbabel's children alongside Meshullam and 
Hananiah from the previous verse, rounding out his family record in the post-exile 
period.
Meaning: The name Jushabhesed means roughly 'mercy is returned' in Hebrew - a 
strikingly fi�ng name for a child born into the genera�on that experienced the actual, 
historical return from exile. Names in this culture o�en captured lived experience, and 
this one reads like a tes�mony in miniature.
Lesson: Even the names people choose for their children can be quiet declara�ons of 
hope and gra�tude a�er hardship. Whatever mercy you've received a�er a hard season, 
let it shape what you pass on to those who come a�er you.
See Also: Ezra 2:2 - Zerubbabel named among the leaders of the first group returning 
from Babylonian exile to Jerusalem.

Page 50 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 51Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



in, and their later ac�ons, including their expansion into new lands by defea�ng their enemies 
during the reign of King Hezekiah.

4:1 (KJV) The sons of Judah; Pharez, Hezron, and Carmi, and Hur, and Shobal.
(B:E Project) Judah's sons (in this list) were Pharez, Hezron, Carmi, Hur and Shobal.

Context: This opens a fresh sweep through Judah's family tree, focusing on branches not 
already covered in chapters 2-3. Pharez and Hezron are the same men who anchor the 
royal line running to David; Hur and Shobal come through Caleb's family and lead into a 
set of smaller, lesser-known clans.
Meaning: At first glance this is just a list of names, but it's doing something important: 
tying together several strands of Judah's family so that later, more detailed genealogies 
(verses 2 onward) have a frame to hang on. It's a reminder that a family - like a life - is 
made of branches, not just a single trunk; the famous line (through Pharez) sits right 
alongside cousins whose stories never made it into the main narra�ve.
Lesson: I don't only remember the famous branch of a family - every rela�ve, every 
ordinary life, is wri�en into the story I'm keeping. You don't need to be the one everyone 
talks about to ma�er; you belong to something bigger whether your name is well-
known or not.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:3 - Pharez (Perez) appears at the head of Jesus's own genealogy; 
Ruth 4:18-22 - the same line runs from Pharez to David; Genesis 38:29 - the account of 
Pharez's unusual birth to Judah and Tamar.

4:2 (KJV) And Reaiah the son of Shobal begat Jahath; and Jahath begat Ahumai, and Lahad. 
These are the families of the Zorathites.
(B:E Project) Reaiah, son of Shobal, had a son called Jahath; Jahath had sons Ahumai and 
Lahad. This family became known as the Zorathites.

Context: This traces one small branch from Shobal (men�oned in verse 1) down three 
more genera�ons, ending with a named clan - the Zorathites, people from the town of 
Zorah in Judah's territory.
Meaning: Zorah later becomes famous as the hometown of Samson, one of Israel's 
most drama�c judges. Naming this clan here shows how Chronicles likes to plant small 
threads that connect back to bigger stories elsewhere in the Bible - a town most readers 
would otherwise never place gets a family and a history.
Lesson: Ordinary places and ordinary families are where extraordinary things eventually 
happen. I don't wait for a grand stage - I work through unremarkable towns and 
unremarkable people, and history only later recognises what was being prepared there.
See Also: Judges 13:2 - Zorah is introduced as the home of Samson's parents; Joshua 
15:33 - Zorah listed among the towns allo�ed to Judah.

4:3 (KJV) And these were of the father of Etam; Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash: and the 
name of their sister was Hazelelponi:

Meaning: The reappearance of familiar royal names like Hezekiah, genera�ons a�er the 
actual King Hezekiah, shows a family consciously naming children a�er honoured 
ancestors - a quiet way of keeping the memory of faithful kings alive without a throne to 
formally hand down.
Lesson: Naming a child, or naming anything you build, a�er someone who lived well is a 
meaningful way to keep their memory and values alive in the next genera�on. Let the 
good in your history shape what you pass forward.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 3:13 - the original, famous King Hezekiah, whose name is echoed 
genera�ons later in this verse.

3:24 (KJV) And the sons of Elioenai were, Hodaiah, and Eliashib, and Pelaiah, and Akkub, and 
Johanan, and Dalaiah, and Anani, seven.
(B:E Project) The sons of Elioenai were Hodaiah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, 
Dalaiah, and Anani - seven.

Context: This is the final verse of the chapter, and likely the final genera�on of David's 
line recorded in the Old Testament, bringing the genealogy up to somewhere near the 
Chronicler's own �me, genera�ons a�er Zerubbabel's return.
Meaning: The chapter that began with David's drama�c rise from youngest son to king 
ends, genera�ons later, with seven ordinary sons of an otherwise unknown father, living 
quiet lives long a�er the kingdom's collapse. Yet the line itself never actually ended - it is 
precisely this con�nuing thread that the New Testament genealogies later pick up and 
trace all the way to Jesus, presen�ng him as the promised heir to this very family the 
Chronicler has so carefully preserved.
Lesson: A story that looks, on the surface, like it has quietly faded into obscurity may 
actually be exactly where I'm s�ll working, unno�ced, toward something far bigger than 
anyone watching at the �me could see. Don't judge how significant your life or your 
family's story is by how visible or drama�c it currently looks.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:12-16 - the genealogy of Jesus, which con�nues this exact Davidic 
line forward from Zerubbabel to Joseph, husband of Mary.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 4

This chapter con�nues to list the family lines of the tribe of Judah, tracing various clans and their 
family trees through several genera�ons. It includes a unique and well-known story about a man 
named Jabez, who was more respected than his brothers and made a powerful prayer to God, 
asking for abundant blessings, expanded territory, divine protec�on, and freedom from suffering, 
all of which God granted him. The chapter also notes certain groups known for specific cra�s, such 
as working with fine linen or po�ery, and describes their roles. Towards the end, the focus shi�s 
to the genealogies of the tribe of Simeon, detailing their family branches, the towns they se�led 

     CHAPTER 4
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Meaning: Tekoa becomes notable later as the hometown of the prophet Amos and the 
se�ng for a clever parable a 'wise woman' used to help reconcile David and his son 
Absalom. Having two wives here is simply reported as fact - Chronicles is recording social 
reality, not offering approval or disapproval of the prac�ce.
Lesson: I record life as it actually was lived, without pretending people's arrangements 
were simpler or �dier than they were. I don't need you to have a perfect family story 
before I count you as part of mine.
See Also: Amos 1:1 - the prophet Amos is 'among the herdmen of Tekoa'; 2 Samuel 14:2 
- a wise woman of Tekoa plays a key role in David's family drama.

4:6 (KJV) And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Hepher, and Temeni, and Haahashtari. These 
were the sons of Naarah.
(B:E Project) Naarah bore him Ahuzam, Hepher, Temeni and Haahashtari. These were 
the sons of Naarah.

Context: This con�nues directly from verse 5, lis�ng the children of Ashur's second wife, 
Naarah.
Meaning: The verse simply completes the record of one wife's children before the text 
turns to the other wife's family in verse 7 - Chronicles is careful to keep each branch of a 
blended family clearly and fairly dis�nguished.
Lesson: I keep track of every child, every branch, with equal care - no family line is more 
or less worth recording than another. Fairness in how people are seen and counted 
ma�ers to me.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:5 - introduces Naarah as one of Ashur's two wives; 1 Chronicles 
4:7 - the parallel list for Ashur's other wife, Helah.

4:7 (KJV) And the sons of Helah were, Zereth, and Jezoar, and Ethnan.
(B:E Project) The sons of Helah were Zereth, Jezoar and Ethnan.

Context: This finishes the family record for Ashur's household by lis�ng the sons of his 
first-named wife, Helah, balancing the list already given for Naarah.
Meaning: Together, verses 5-7 form one complete, �dy household record. It's a small 
example of how Chronicles' genealogies, however repe��ve they can feel, are actually 
careful bookkeeping - real families being accurately preserved.
Lesson: I don't lose track of anyone in a big, complicated family. However many 
branches your life has grown, each one is known and accounted for.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:5-6 - the same household, showing the sons of Ashur's other 
wife, Naarah.

4:8 (KJV) And Coz begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the families of Aharhel the son of Harum.

(B:E Project) These were the sons of the man over Etam: Jezreel, Ishma and Idbash. 
Their sister's name was Hazelelponi.

Context: The list briefly zooms into a family connected to the town or clan of Etam, and 
unusually pauses to record a daughter's name alongside her brothers'.
Meaning: In ancient genealogies, only sons are normally named, since inheritance and 
tribal iden�ty passed through them - so naming a sister, Hazelelponi, is a small but real 
departure from the pa�ern. Chronicles didn't have to include her; the fact that it does 
says something about the value placed on remembering a person, not just a bloodline 
heir.
Lesson: I no�ce the people the world's record-keeping tends to skip past. Being 
remembered isn't only for those who inherit power or posi�on - everyone who was 
loved and present deserves to be named, and I count each one.
See Also: Numbers 26:59 - Jochebed, Moses's mother, is likewise named within a 
genealogy; 1 Chronicles 7:24 - Sherah, another woman named and honoured within a 
tribal record.

4:4 (KJV) And Penuel the father of Gedor, and Ezer the father of Hushah. These are the sons 
of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah, the father of Bethlehem.
(B:E Project) Penuel was the father (founder) of Gedor, and Ezer was the father of 
Hushah. These were descendants of Hur, the firstborn of Ephratah, who was the father 
of Bethlehem.

Context: This verse closes out the Hur branch of Judah's family by naming the towns his 
descendants effec�vely founded or led, including a direct link to Bethlehem.
Meaning: 'Father of Bethlehem' here means Hur's line established or headed that town 
- the very place that later becomes David's birthplace and, according to the Gospels, 
Jesus's birthplace too. A verse that looks like a dry list is quietly laying track toward one 
of the most famous towns in the whole Bible.
Lesson: The small, unno�ced steps - one family se�ling one town - are exactly how the 
biggest moments in life get set up. I'm pa�ent with the slow build of an ordinary life; it 
can be preparing something you can't yet see the shape of.
See Also: Micah 5:2 - Bethlehem is named centuries later as the birthplace of a coming 
ruler; Ma�hew 2:1 - Jesus is born in Bethlehem; Ruth 1:19 - Bethlehem is also the se�ng 
for Ruth's story, another ancestor of David.

4:5 (KJV) And Ashur the father of Tekoa had two wives, Helah and Naarah.
(B:E Project) Ashur, the founder of Tekoa, had two wives: Helah and Naarah.

Context: The genealogy moves to another branch, introducing Ashur and the town of 
Tekoa, a se�lement south of Bethlehem.
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Context: This is Jabez's own prayer, quoted directly - a rare moment of personal voice 
inside a long genealogical list, and one that became well-known much later as 'the 
Prayer of Jabez.'
Meaning: The prayer has four honest requests: blessing, more room to live and work in, 
God's ac�ve presence, and protec�on from harm. It isn't greedy or self-important - it's 
the plain request of someone who knows his own limits and wants help rather than 
pretending he can do everything alone. The verse's final line, that God granted it, tells us 
that this kind of honest, specific asking is exactly the sort of prayer that gets heard.
Lesson: Ask plainly for what you actually need - growth, protec�on, and my presence 
with you - instead of pretending you don't need help. There's no shame in naming your 
hopes and your fears in the same breath; that honesty is what I'm listening for.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:7 - 'ask, and it shall be given you'; James 4:2 - 'ye have not, because 
ye ask not'; Philippians 4:6 - being anxious for nothing but making your requests known.

4:11 (KJV) And Chelub the brother of Shuah begat Mehir, which was the father of Eshton.
(B:E Project) Chelub, the brother of Shuah, was the father of Mehir, who was the father 
of Eshton.

Context: The genealogy shi�s to yet another small family line, tracing three genera�ons 
from Chelub down to Eshton.
Meaning: This is a bridging verse - its whole purpose is to connect Chelub to Eshton, 
whose own sons are named next. Genealogies o�en work this way, using a name like 
Mehir simply as a link in the chain rather than a figure with a story of his own.
Lesson: Even a life that seems to exist only to connect one genera�on to the next has 
real value. Not every purpose has to be drama�c - some�mes faithfully passing 
something on to the next person is the whole point.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:12 - con�nues directly with Eshton's own sons.

4:12 (KJV) And Eshton begat Bethrapha, and Paseah, and Tehinnah the father of Irnahash. 
These are the men of Rechah.
(B:E Project) Eshton was the father of Bethrapha, Paseah, and Tehinnah, who was the 
father of Irnahash. These were the men of Rechah.

Context: This finishes the short family unit begun in verse 11, ending with a place-name, 
Rechah, otherwise unknown outside this verse.
Meaning: Like several verses in this chapter, this preserves the memory of a se�lement 
and its people that appear nowhere else in the Bible - Chronicles is func�oning here as a 
kind of ancient land registry, keeping alive names that would otherwise have vanished 
completely from history.
Lesson: Some of what ma�ers most about a life is simply that it was recorded, that it was 
real, even when nobody remembers the details a�erwards. I keep account of what the 

(B:E Project) Coz was the father of Anub and Zobebah, and of the families of Aharhel son 
of Harum.

Context: The list moves on to another otherwise-unknown figure, Coz, and the clans 
that descended from him.
Meaning: Names like Coz appear nowhere else in the Bible - he's one of many people 
whose en�re biblical presence is this single verse. Chronicles nonetheless gives him the 
same dignity of record as it gives Judah's most famous descendants.
Lesson: You don't need a drama�c story for your life to ma�er or be remembered. I 
value quiet, unremarked lives exactly as much as the ones everyone has heard of.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:1 - part of the same wider sweep through Judah's lesser-known 
family branches.

4:9 (KJV) And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name 
Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow.
(B:E Project) Jabez was more honoured than his brothers. His mother had named him 
Jabez because, she said, 'I gave birth to him in pain.'

Context: The genealogy pauses its list-format to tell a short, self-contained story about 
one man, Jabez, whose name (sounding like the Hebrew word for 'pain' or 'sorrow') 
marked a hard birth.
Meaning: In Hebrew culture a name could shape how people saw you, even years later 
- Jabez carried a name meaning 'sorrow' his whole life, a constant reminder of his 
mother's suffering. Yet the verse tells us he became more honoured than his brothers, 
showing straight away that a painful start doesn't have to define or limit a person's 
future.
Lesson: Whatever painful thing marked your beginning - a hard birth, a hard childhood, 
a label someone gave you - it doesn't get the final word over your life. I see who you 
become, not just where you started.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:10 - Jabez's own prayer, showing exactly how he rose above his 
name; Genesis 35:18 - another child, Benjamin, whose birth-name ('son of my sorrow') 
was likewise reshaped rather than le� to define him.

4:10 (KJV) And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me 
indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou 
wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which 
he requested.
(B:E Project) Jabez called out to the God of Israel: 'Please bless me and expand my 
territory. Be with me, and keep me from harm, so that I won't be hurt.' And God gave 
him what he asked for.
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Context: This is a different Caleb line from the one already covered in chapter 2 - here 
it's Caleb son of Jephunneh, the famous spy who, with Joshua, urged Israel to trust God 
and enter Canaan.
Meaning: Caleb is one of the most admired figures in the Old Testament for his courage 
and persistence - at eighty-five he was s�ll asking for the hardest piece of land to 
conquer, refusing to let age slow his faith. Seeing his descendants recorded here 
reminds the reader that his legacy carried on concretely, in real families and real land, 
not just as an inspiring story.
Lesson: Courage and trust, lived out consistently over a whole life�me, leave something 
behind that outlasts you. I'm not just interested in a single brave moment from you - I 
want a whole life built on trus�ng me, genera�on a�er genera�on.
See Also: Numbers 13:30 - Caleb alone (with Joshua) urges Israel to trust God and take 
the land; Joshua 14:6-14 - at eighty-five, Caleb claims his promised inheritance.

4:16 (KJV) And the sons of Jehaleleel; Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Asareel.
(B:E Project) The sons of Jehaleleel were Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria and Asareel.

Context: The genealogy con�nues into another branch, naming a man, Jehaleleel, 
whose descendants gave their names to places later known in Judah's southern territory 
- Ziph in par�cular became a wilderness area where David hid from Saul.
Meaning: Once again, a bare list of names quietly connects to a bigger story: the 
wilderness of Ziph is where David's own men, and even the local people, nearly betrayed 
his hiding place to Saul. This verse is the seed of a place-name that later becomes the 
backdrop to real danger and real loyalty.
Lesson: Even places with no fame of their own can become the se�ng for someone's 
most tes�ng moment. I'm present in ordinary, unremarkable places just as much as 
famous ones - your wilderness has meaning too.
See Also: 1 Samuel 23:14 - David hides in the wilderness of Ziph; 1 Samuel 26:1 - the 
Ziphites report David's loca�on to Saul.

4:17 (KJV) And the sons of Ezra were, Jether, and Mered, and Epher, and Jalon: and she bare 
Miriam, and Shammai, and Ishbah the father of Eshtemoa.
(B:E Project) The sons of Ezra were Jether, Mered, Epher and Jalon. (Mered's wife) bore 
Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah, who was the father of Eshtemoa.

Context: This con�nues Judah's family tree, introducing Mered, whose complicated 
household is unpacked further in the next verse.
Meaning: Eshtemoa becomes a real, known town in Judah's hill country, later 
designated as a city for the priests (the Levites) to live in - so this verse quietly plants the 
origin of a place that later plays a small role in Israel's religious geography.

world forgets.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:11 - the start of this same short family line.

4:13 (KJV) And the sons of Kenaz; Othniel, and Seraiah: and the sons of Othniel; Hathath.
(B:E Project) The sons of Kenaz were Othniel and Seraiah. Othniel's son was Hathath.

Context: This introduces Othniel, a name readers of the book of Judges will recognise - 
he became Israel's first judge a�er the conquest of Canaan.
Meaning: Othniel is one of the few names in this chapter whose story is told at length 
elsewhere: he rescued Israel from foreign oppression and gave the land forty years of 
peace, and earlier he won his wife Achsah by capturing a city for her father Caleb. 
Chronicles doesn't retell any of that here - it assumes the reader already knows, and 
simply slots the hero quietly into his place in the family tree.
Lesson: Your public achievements and your place in an ordinary family list both ma�er - 
I don't need you to keep performing your best moment to s�ll belong. Rest in being 
known, not just admired.
See Also: Judges 3:9-11 - Othniel delivers Israel and judges it for forty years; Joshua 
15:16-17 - Othniel wins Achsah as his wife by capturing Kirjathsepher.

4:14 (KJV) And Meonothai begat Ophrah: and Seraiah begat Joab, the father of the valley of 
Charashim; for they were cra�smen.
(B:E Project) Meonothai was the father of Ophrah. Seraiah was the father of Joab, who 
founded the Valley of Cra�smen - so called because the people there were skilled 
workers.

Context: This verse names a valley iden�fied by its trade rather than a person - literally 
'Charashim' means 'cra�smen' - showing a se�lement built around a shared occupa�on.
Meaning: Not every place in Israel was defined by which tribe lived there; some were 
known by what people there actually made and did with their hands. It's a small window 
into everyday economic life - metalworkers, woodworkers, or similar tradespeople - 
among people we'd otherwise assume were only ever herders and farmers.
Lesson: Whatever skilled work you do with your hands has its own dignity and its own 
place in the story - it doesn't need to be 'spiritual' work to ma�er to me. I value honest 
cra� as much as I value any other calling.
See Also: Exodus 31:2-5 - Bezaleel is filled with skill for cra�smanship in building the 
tabernacle, showing that skilled work itself can be a gi� from God.

4:15 (KJV) And the sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh; Iru, Elah, and Naam: and the sons of 
Elah, even Kenaz.
(B:E Project) The sons of Caleb son of Jephunneh were Iru, Elah and Naam. Elah's son 
was Kenaz.

Page 58 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 59Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



See Also: 1 Samuel 23:1-5 - David rescues Keilah from the Philis�nes; 1 Samuel 23:11-12 
- the men of Keilah are willing to hand David over to Saul despite his rescue.

4:20 (KJV) And the sons of Shimon were, Amnon, and Rinnah, Benhanan, and Tilon. And the 
sons of Ishi were, Zoheth, and Benzoheth.
(B:E Project) The sons of Shimon were Amnon, Rinnah, Benhanan and Tilon. The sons of 
Ishi were Zoheth and Benzoheth.

Context: This records two more small, otherwise unknown family branches within 
Judah's tribe.
Meaning: These names appear nowhere else in the Bible. They stand as a reminder that 
most of the names in a book like Chronicles belong to people about whom we will simply 
never know anything more than that they lived, had children, and were counted as part 
of Israel.
Lesson: Most of what makes up a life - and a family - is quiet and undocumented, and 
that's completely fine. I don't measure your worth by how much of your story got 
wri�en down.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:1 - part of the same broad genealogical sweep through Judah's 
descendants.

4:21 (KJV) The sons of Shelah the son of Judah were, Er the father of Lecah, and Laadah the 
father of Mareshah, and the families of the house of them that wrought fine linen, of the 
house of Ashbea,
(B:E Project) The sons of Shelah, son of Judah, were Er, father of Lecah; Laadah, father of 
Mareshah; and the families of those who worked with fine linen, from the house of 
Ashbea.

Context: The list turns to Shelah, Judah's third son (from Genesis 38), and the trades his 
descendants became known for - specifically fine linen weaving, a skilled and valuable 
cra� in the ancient world.
Meaning: This is another example of a family being remembered by its cra�. Fine linen 
was a pres�gious, labour-intensive tex�le, so this notes a genuine economic specialism 
within Judah - not everyone farmed or fought; some families built their iden�ty and 
livelihood around a par�cular skilled trade passed down through genera�ons.
Lesson: A trade or skill you've spent years mastering and could pass on to your children 
is a real inheritance, every bit as meaningful as land or money. I honour the pa�ent work 
of building exper�se and handing it forward.
See Also: Genesis 38:5 - Shelah's birth to Judah; Exodus 35:35 - skilled workers in 
weaving fine materials are described as specially gi�ed for the tabernacle's construc�on.

4:22 (KJV) And Jokim, and the men of Chozeba, and Joash, and Saraph, who had the dominion 
in Moab, and Jashubilehem. And these are ancient things.

Lesson: The names in your family tree can end up shaping places and communi�es you'll 
never personally see. What you build now can outlive you in ways you can't predict.
See Also: Joshua 21:14 - Eshtemoa is later given to the priests as one of their ci�es; 1 
Samuel 30:28 - David sends spoil to the elders of Eshtemoa a�er defea�ng the 
Amalekites.

4:18 (KJV) And his wife Jehudijah bare Jered the father of Gedor, and Heber the father of 
Socho, and Jekuthiel the father of Zanoah. And these are the sons of Bithiah the daughter 
of Pharaoh, which Mered took.
(B:E Project) His wife Jehudijah bore Jered, father of Gedor; Heber, father of Socho; and 
Jekuthiel, father of Zanoah. These were the sons of Bithiah, Pharaoh's daughter, whom 
Mered had married.

Context: This verse reveals that Mered had more than one wife, and remarkably, one of 
them, Bithiah, is iden�fied as an Egyp�an princess - a daughter of Pharaoh.
Meaning: It's striking that an Egyp�an royal woman married into Judah's ordinary family 
line and is remembered, by name, genera�ons later in Israel's own na�onal record. 
Whatever the exact circumstances, the Bible doesn't erase her Egyp�an iden�ty - it 
simply notes it as fact, showing that Israel's family story was never as ethnically closed-
off as people some�mes assume.
Lesson: Where you came from, even if it's 'outside' the group you've joined, doesn't get 
hidden or erased in how I see you. I welcome people fully into a new family without 
asking them to pretend their past never happened.
See Also: Ruth 1:4 - Ruth, a Moabite woman, similarly marries into Judah's family line 
and is fully accepted; Ma�hew 1:5 - Rahab, a Canaanite, and Ruth, a Moabite, both 
appear openly in Jesus's own genealogy.

4:19 (KJV) And the sons of his wife Hodiah the sister of Naham, the father of Keilah the 
Garmite, and Eshtemoa the Maachathite.
(B:E Project) The sons of his wife Hodiah, sister of Naham, were the father of Keilah the 
Garmite, and Eshtemoa the Maachathite.

Context: This con�nues the record of Mered's family, this �me through another wife, 
Hodiah, connec�ng to the town of Keilah.
Meaning: Keilah later becomes the scene of a real event in David's life - he rescues its 
people from a Philis�ne raid, only to learn the townspeople would have handed him 
over to Saul in gra�tude. A name men�oned only in passing here becomes, genera�ons 
later, the se�ng for a story about loyalty, risk and human ingra�tude.
Lesson: Doing the right thing for someone doesn't guarantee they'll return the favour, 
and I don't want that fear to stop you from helping people anyway. Do good because it's 
right, not because you're owed loyalty back.
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Meaning: Simeon's tribe never received a large, separate territory of its own; instead 
they were given towns inside Judah's allo�ed land, a consequence traced back to 
Jacob's blessing (really a rebuke) of Simeon and Levi for their violence at Shechem. This 
opening verse begins the record of that smaller, absorbed tribe.
Lesson: Some�mes the consequences of past ac�ons - even genera�ons back - shape 
the space you're given to live in. I don't hold that against you personally; what ma�ers is 
how you live faithfully within whatever situa�on you've inherited.
See Also: Genesis 49:5-7 - Jacob's rebuke of Simeon and Levi for violence, predic�ng 
they'd be sca�ered in Israel; Joshua 19:1 - Simeon's inheritance is placed within Judah's 
territory.

4:25 (KJV) Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, Mishma his son.
(B:E Project) Shallum was his (Shaul's) son, Mibsam was his son, Mishma was his son.

Context: This con�nues Simeon's family line for three more genera�ons from Shaul, 
men�oned in the previous verse.
Meaning: As with much of this chapter, the value here is con�nuity - showing an 
unbroken chain from Simeon down through real, named descendants, grounding a 
whole tribe's iden�ty in specific families rather than abstrac�on.
Lesson: Being able to trace where you came from, genera�on by genera�on, gives a 
se�led sense of iden�ty. I want you to know you belong to a real, con�nuous story, not 
to start from nothing.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:24 - the start of this same Simeonite line.

4:26 (KJV) And the sons of Mishma; Hamuel his son, Zacchur his son, Shimei his son.
(B:E Project) The sons of Mishma were Hamuel his son, Zacchur his son, Shimei his son.

Context: The line con�nues three more genera�ons from Mishma, ending with Shimei, 
whose own large family is described next.
Meaning: This verse is a bridge into one of the more personal notes in the chapter - 
Shimei's unusually large family, contrasted in the very next verse with his rela�ves' 
compara�vely small ones.
Lesson: Growth and frui�ulness show up differently in different families and different 
lives, and that's not a compe��on. I don't measure anyone's worth by how much they 
visibly mul�plied compared to someone else.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:27 - the contrast between Shimei's large family and his brothers' 
smaller ones.

4:27 (KJV) And Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters; but his brethren had not many 
children, neither did all their family mul�ply, like to the children of Judah.

(B:E Project) Also Jokim, the men of Chozeba, Joash, and Saraph, who ruled in Moab, 
and Jashubilehem. (These records are very old.)

Context: The list closes this sec�on with a curious note: some of Judah's descendants 
held authority over Moab, and the record itself is explicitly flagged as ancient even by 
the standards of the writer of Chronicles.
Meaning: The parenthe�cal comment 'these are ancient things' is the author, wri�ng 
centuries a�er David, openly admi�ng he's drawing on very old source material - a 
small but honest signal that Chronicles was compiled carefully from earlier records 
rather than invented from nothing.
Lesson: Being honest about your sources, and admi�ng what's uncertain or very old, is 
a form of integrity, not weakness. I value truthfulness in how a story gets told over 
impressive-sounding but dishonest certainty.
See Also: Ruth 1:1 - Moab is the se�ng for the story of Ruth, connected to Judah's family 
in a different way; Numbers 24:17 - an early prophecy about a ruler coming from Israel 
who would have dominion related to Moab.

4:23 (KJV) These were the posters, and those that dwelt among plants and hedges: there they 
dwelt with the king for his work.
(B:E Project) These were the po�ers, and those who lived among plants and hedges - 
they lived there working for the king.

Context: This verse rounds off Judah's genealogy with another occupa�onal note - 
po�ers, employed in royal service, likely producing po�ery for the palace or 
administra�on.
Meaning: 'Posters' here is an old English transla�on of a word be�er understood as 
po�ers - people who lived near clay and plant materials needed for their cra�, working 
directly under royal employment. It's a glimpse of the ordinary economic machinery that 
kept the kingdom running: not everyone in Judah's story was a warrior or a king - some 
made pots for a living, and that labour is recorded with respect.
Lesson: Working a steady, prac�cal job - even one that will never be glamorous - can s�ll 
be work done in service of something bigger than yourself. I see the value in showing up 
and doing honest, needed work, whatever it is.
See Also: Jeremiah 18:1-6 - the image of a po�er shaping clay is later used as a metaphor 
for God's own work with people; Isaiah 64:8 - 'we are the clay, and thou our po�er.'

4:24 (KJV) The sons of Simeon were, Nemuel, and Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul:
(B:E Project) The sons of Simeon were Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah and Shaul.

Context: The genealogy now shi�s tribes en�rely, moving from Judah to Simeon, Jacob's 
second son through Leah, whose descendants ended up se�ling within Judah's territory.
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Lesson: Not every place you live needs to be famous for your life there to ma�er. I'm 
present in the quiet, dry, unremarkable stretches of your life as much as in the highlights.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:28 - the start of this list of Simeon's se�lements.

4:30 (KJV) And at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag,
(B:E Project) And in Bethuel, Hormah and Ziklag.

Context: The list con�nues; Hormah recalls an early Israelite military defeat and later 
victory near the start of the conquest, and Ziklag becomes deeply significant in David's 
own life story.
Meaning: Ziklag is where David lived for over a year while fleeing Saul, and where his 
family and possessions were seized by Amalekite raiders while he was away - triggering 
one of the most emo�onally raw episodes in his life, where his own men considered 
stoning him with grief and anger. A single place-name here quietly points to a defining, 
painful chapter of David's biography.
Lesson: Even your lowest, most devasta�ng moments - when it feels like everything's 
been taken from you - can become the turning point where you learn to find strength in 
me rather than in circumstances. Grief and recovery are both part of a real story, not 
signs of failure.
See Also: 1 Samuel 27:6 - Achish gives David the town of Ziklag; 1 Samuel 30:1-6 - 
Amalekites burn Ziklag and take David's family, and David 'encouraged himself in the 
LORD.'

4:31 (KJV) And at Bethmarcaboth, and Hazarsusim, and at Bethbirei, and at Shaaraim. These 
were their ci�es unto the reign of David.
(B:E Project) And in Bethmarcaboth, Hazarsusim, Bethbirei and Shaaraim. These were 
their towns un�l David became king.

Context: This finishes the list of Simeon's ci�es, no�ng explicitly that this arrangement 
lasted 'unto the reign of David' - meaning some of these se�lements or their popula�ons 
shi�ed once David consolidated the kingdom.
Meaning: The note about David's reign is a small but real historical marker, showing that 
Chronicles is conscious of change over �me - tribal geography wasn't sta�c, and the 
writer is careful to say exactly how long this par�cular arrangement held true.
Lesson: Seasons of life change, and what was true for years can shi� when 
circumstances - or leadership - change. I don't ask you to cling to an old arrangement 
past its �me; be willing to move with what's genuinely new.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:1-5 - David becomes king over all Israel, a turning point referenced 
by this verse's �mestamp.

4:32 (KJV) And their villages were, Etam, and Ain, Rimmon, and Tochen, and Ashan, five ci�es:

(B:E Project) Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but his brothers didn't have 
many children, and their families as a whole didn't grow as large as Judah's did.

Context: This verse explains, in genealogical terms, why Simeon remained a smaller 
tribe absorbed within Judah's territory rather than a large, independent one - their 
popula�on simply grew more slowly.
Meaning: Chronicles is honest here about disparity: one family within Simeon was 
unusually large, but the tribe overall lagged behind Judah in numbers. This isn't 
presented as a moral failing, just a demographic fact that explains the historical and 
geographical arrangement described in the following verses.
Lesson: Not every difference between people or families needs a moral explana�on - 
some�mes things simply grow at different rates, and that's alright. I don't ask you to 
compare your frui�ulness to anyone else's; just tend faithfully to what's actually yours.
See Also: Genesis 49:7 - the earlier predic�on that Simeon would be 'divided' and 
'sca�ered' within Israel, par�ally explaining this smaller growth.

4:28 (KJV) And they dwelt at Beersheba, and Moladah, and Hazarshual,
(B:E Project) They lived in Beersheba, Moladah and Hazarshual.

Context: This begins a list of the towns where Simeon's descendants se�led, star�ng 
with Beersheba, one of the most historically significant sites in Genesis.
Meaning: Beersheba was where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all had major encounters 
with God and made covenants - it's prac�cally the southern anchor of the whole 
patriarchal story. Simeon's descendants living there �es this obscure tribal record back 
to some of the very first stories in the Bible.
Lesson: You can end up living, quite by ordinary circumstance, in places soaked with 
meaning and history you didn't create yourself. Pay a�en�on to where you are - it may 
carry more significance than you first realise.
See Also: Genesis 21:31 - Abraham names Beersheba a�er making a covenant there; 
Genesis 26:23-25 - Isaac also builds an altar at Beersheba; Genesis 46:1 - Jacob offers 
sacrifices at Beersheba before going to Egypt.

4:29 (KJV) And at Bilhah, and at Ezem, and at Tolad,
(B:E Project) And in Bilhah, Ezem and Tolad.

Context: The list of Simeon's towns con�nues, naming se�lements in the arid southern 
region of Judah known as the Negev.
Meaning: These towns have li�le independent significance beyond marking out the 
geographic reach of Simeon's tribe in the harsh, semi-desert south of Israel - useful, 
prac�cal record-keeping rather than drama�c narra�ve.
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own life.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:38 - iden�fies this same group as 'princes in their families.'

4:35 (KJV) And Joel, and Jehu the son of Josibiah, the son of Seraiah, the son of Asiel,
(B:E Project) Also Joel, and Jehu son of Josibiah, son of Seraiah, son of Asiel.

Context: The list con�nues naming leading men of Simeon, tracing Jehu's ancestry back 
four genera�ons.
Meaning: Tracing a leader's lineage this far back was a way of establishing legi�macy - 
proving a man's right to lead came from a recognised, respected family line, not just 
personal ambi�on.
Lesson: Legi�mate influence is best built on a track record, not just self-appointment. I 
trust leadership that's rooted in faithfulness over �me, not just a loud claim to authority.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:38 - summarising this group as 'princes' whose 'house of their 
fathers increased greatly.'

4:36 (KJV) And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, and Asaiah, and Adiel, and Jesimiel, 
and Benaiah,
(B:E Project) Also Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah, Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel and Benaiah.

Context: This con�nues the roll of Simeonite leaders, seven more names added to the 
group about to be described collec�vely.
Meaning: The sheer number of named leaders here - far more than a small band - 
signals that Simeon, despite being a smaller tribe overall, s�ll had significant, organised 
leadership capable of coordina�ng a real military campaign, described shortly 
a�erward.
Lesson: Strength doesn't always come from being the biggest; a smaller group with real, 
organised leadership can s�ll accomplish something significant. Don't underes�mate 
what you can do just because your resources are modest.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:38 - the summary verse naming this whole group 'princes in 
their families.'

4:37 (KJV) And Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of Shimri, the 
son of Shemaiah;
(B:E Project) Also Ziza, son of Shiphi, son of Allon, son of Jedaiah, son of Shimri, son of 
Shemaiah.

Context: This final name in the list is given the longest ancestral chain of all - six 
genera�ons traced back.
Meaning: Giving Ziza the most extensive genealogy in the group may simply reflect that 
his family records were the most fully preserved, or that he held par�cular prominence 

(B:E Project) Their villages were Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Tochen and Ashan - five 
se�lements.

Context: The list moves from larger towns to smaller villages under Simeon's control, 
naming five specific ones.
Meaning: This granular level of detail - down to individual small villages - reflects how 
seriously ancient Israel took land and tribal boundaries; property and iden�ty were 
�ghtly linked, and precise records like this protected both.
Lesson: Taking care with the details of what actually belongs to whom is a form of 
honesty and respect, not pe�ness. I value people who keep accurate account of what's 
theirs and what isn't.
See Also: Joshua 19:7 - Ain, Remmon (Rimmon), Ether and Ashan are listed among 
Simeon's earlier allo�ed towns, showing the con�nuity of this record.

4:33 (KJV) And all their villages that were round about the same ci�es, unto Baal. These were 
their habita�ons, and their genealogy.
(B:E Project) And all the villages surrounding these towns, as far as Baal. These were 
their homes, and this was their family record.

Context: This closes the sec�on on Simeon with a summary statement, tying together 
both their geography (habita�ons) and their family tree (genealogy) as a single 
completed unit.
Meaning: The pairing of 'habita�ons' and 'genealogy' in one closing line makes a quiet 
but important point: where a people lived and who they were descended from were 
treated as two sides of the same iden�ty in ancient Israel - you can't fully separate a 
family's story from the land they called home.
Lesson: Your sense of who you are is o�en �ed up with the places that shaped you, and 
both ma�er. I care about your roots and your surroundings together, not just an 
abstract idea of you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:24 - the start of the whole Simeon sec�on this verse concludes.

4:34 (KJV) And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and Joshah, the son of Amaziah,
(B:E Project) Also Meshobab, Jamlech, and Joshah, the son of Amaziah.

Context: The genealogy moves into a second list within Simeon's tribe, this �me naming 
a set of leaders whose exploits are described a few verses later.
Meaning: These names introduce the men who, in verses 39-43, will lead successful 
military expansions - so this list func�ons like the opening credits before the ac�on 
described later in the chapter.
Lesson: Before any bold ac�on, there's usually a quieter stage of simply being named, 
prepared, and counted. I'm pa�ent with the build-up before the breakthrough in your 
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4:40 (KJV) And they found fat pasture and good, and the land was wide, and quiet, and 
peaceable; for they of Ham had dwelt there of old.
(B:E Project) They found rich, good pasture, and the land was spacious, peaceful and 
quiet - the descendants of Ham had lived there long before.

Context: The Simeonites discover fer�le, unoccupied-feeling land already inhabited by 
descendants of Ham (likely an earlier Canaanite or related popula�on), se�ng up the 
confronta�on described in the next verse.
Meaning: The descrip�on of the land as 'wide, and quiet, and peaceable' paints an 
almost idyllic scene just before conflict breaks out - a reminder that peace in one group's 
experience of a place doesn't mean the same place is free of compe�ng claims or 
coming trouble.
Lesson: A season of calm and abundance is worth apprecia�ng fully while it lasts, even 
knowing change may be coming. I want you to enjoy good, peaceful provision without 
needing to brace constantly for what might disrupt it.
See Also: Genesis 10:6 - Ham is named as an ancestor of several peoples in the region, 
connec�ng to the earlier inhabitants men�oned here.

4:41 (KJV) And these wri�en by name came in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and smote 
their tents, and the habita�ons that were found there, and destroyed them u�erly unto 
this day, and dwelt in their rooms: because there was pasture there for their flocks.
(B:E Project) These men, recorded by name, came during the reign of King Hezekiah of 
Judah, a�acked the tents and se�lements they found there, and destroyed them 
completely - as is s�ll the case today - and se�led in their place, because there was 
pasture there for their flocks.

Context: This dates the Simeonite conquest of this land specifically to Hezekiah's reign 
(late 8th century BC), a period of religious reform and rela�ve strength for Judah even as 
the northern kingdom fell to Assyria.
Meaning: This is honest, unsani�sed history: the text doesn't so�en what happened - an 
exis�ng popula�on was violently displaced and destroyed so that Simeon's flocks could 
graze there. Chronicles doesn't celebrate the violence for its own sake, but it doesn't 
hide it either; it simply records what its own ancestors did in pursuit of survival and land.
Lesson: I don't ask you to pretend history - including your own family's history - was 
cleaner or gentler than it actually was. Facing the hard parts of where you came from 
honestly is the star�ng point for choosing something be�er going forward.
See Also: 2 Kings 18:1-6 - Hezekiah's reign and his reforms, the period this conquest is 
dated to; Joshua 11:23 - the earlier conquest under Joshua, which this later Simeonite 
ac�on echoes on a smaller scale.

4:42 (KJV) And some of them, even of the sons of Simeon, five hundred men, went to mount 
Seir, having for their captains Pela�ah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons 

among these Simeonite leaders - either way, it shows Chronicles working carefully with 
whatever detailed sources it had available.
Lesson: Some parts of your story will be more fully documented than others, purely by 
chance of what survived - and that unevenness is normal, not a judgement on worth. I 
know your whole story even where the record is thin.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:38 - concludes this en�re named group of Simeonite leaders.

4:38 (KJV) These men�oned by their names were princes in their families: and the house of 
their fathers increased greatly.
(B:E Project) These men, listed by name, were leaders of their family groups, and their 
households grew significantly.

Context: This verse sums up the preceding list of names (verses 34-37), confirming that 
these were recognised heads of families whose numbers increased substan�ally.
Meaning: It's a summary statement that gives purpose to what might otherwise read as 
a random string of names - these weren't just any Simeonites, but its acknowledged 
leaders, and their growth set the stage for the expansion described in the rest of the 
chapter.
Lesson: Good leadership shows its worth over �me, in the flourishing of the people 
under it. I look for leaders whose care actually produces growth in others, not just in 
themselves.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 4:27 - contrasts with the earlier note that most of Simeon's 
families didn't mul�ply much, showing growth wasn't uniform across the tribe.

4:39 (KJV) And they went to the entrance of Gedor, even unto the east side of the valley, to 
seek pasture for their flocks.
(B:E Project) They went to the entrance of Gedor, to the east side of the valley, to look 
for pasture for their flocks.

Context: This begins the story of a Simeonite expansion, as the leaders named in verses 
34-38 lead their people in search of new grazing land.
Meaning: Prac�cal need - simply finding enough food for their animals - drives this 
whole episode. It's a reminder that much of ancient Israel's movement and expansion 
wasn't driven by grand ambi�on but by the basic, ongoing task of feeding livestock and 
families.
Lesson: Most of life's necessary moves come from prac�cal need, not drama�c vision - 
and that's a completely valid reason to act. I don't require a grand mo�ve before I bless 
your ordinary, sensible efforts to provide for what's yours.
See Also: Genesis 13:6-7 - Abraham and Lot separate for similarly prac�cal reasons, 
needing more land for their combined flocks.
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begins by explaining why Reuben, despite being Jacob’s first son, lost his special rights as the 
eldest due to a serious wrongdoing. These rights were then divided, with Joseph’s family receiving 
a double share of the inheritance, and Judah’s family being designated for future leadership. The 
chapter then lists many important individuals and family heads from these three tribes, describing 
the areas where they lived and how they expanded their territory. It highlights a major military 
victory these tribes had against the Hagarites, emphasising that they won because they trusted 
God and prayed to Him during the ba�le. However, the chapter concludes with a sad event: these 
tribes eventually sinned against God by worshipping idols. As a result, God allowed the Assyrian 
kings to conquer them and take them away from their land as cap�ves.

5:1 (KJV) Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but, 
forasmuch as he defiled his father’s bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph 
the son of Israel: and the genealogy is not to be reckoned a�er the birthright.
(B:E Project) Now, Reuben was Israel's (Jacob's) firstborn son - he really was the 
firstborn - but because he slept with his father's concubine, his birthright was given 
instead to the sons of Joseph, Israel's son. So Reuben's genealogy isn't recorded as the 
one carrying the birthright.

Context: This opens a new sec�on, moving to Reuben's tribe, and immediately explains 
why - despite being the literal eldest son of Jacob - Reuben doesn't hold the posi�on of 
honour in Israel's story. It references an incident recorded back in Genesis, where 
Reuben had a sexual rela�onship with Bilhah, his father's concubine.
Meaning: Chronicles is very deliberate here in explaining a genealogical oddity: normally 
the firstborn held special status (a double inheritance and family leadership), but 
Reuben forfeited that through a serious betrayal of trust within his own family. The 
birthright (essen�ally a double por�on of inheritance) passed instead to Joseph's sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, who each became a full tribe in Israel.
Lesson: Ac�ons have consequences, even for someone with an otherwise unshakeable 
posi�on or privilege. I don't excuse betrayal just because someone holds status or 
seniority - but I also don't discard a person forever because of one serious failure; 
Reuben's descendants are s�ll counted, s�ll loved, s�ll recorded.
See Also: Genesis 35:22 - the original account of Reuben's sin with Bilhah; Genesis 49:3-4 
- Jacob's dying words rebuking Reuben for this and stripping him of his pre-eminence; 
Genesis 48:5 - Jacob formally adopts Ephraim and Manasseh as his own sons, giving 
Joseph the double por�on.

5:2 (KJV) For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the 
birthright was Joseph’s:)
(B:E Project) Judah became stronger than his brothers, and Israel's chief ruler came from 
his line - yet the birthright itself belonged to Joseph.

Context: This verse carefully separates two different kinds of privilege: royal leadership 
(which went to Judah, David's tribe) and the birthright inheritance (which went to 

of Ishi.
(B:E Project) Some of Simeon's descendants - five hundred men - went to Mount Seir, 
led by their captains Pela�ah, Neariah, Rephaiah and Uzziel, sons of Ishi.

Context: A separate group of Simeonites launches an expedi�on south to Mount Seir, 
the mountainous homeland of Edom, under four named captains.
Meaning: This is a second, dis�nct military expansion beyond the Gedor episode just 
described - showing Simeon, despite its smaller size, ac�vely extending its reach and 
capability under organised leadership rather than remaining passive within Judah's 
shadow.
Lesson: A smaller, less prominent group can s�ll take real, organised ini�a�ve rather 
than simply relying on others. I honour effort and courage wherever they come from, 
not just from the biggest or most famous.
See Also: Genesis 36:8 - Mount Seir is iden�fied as the territory se�led by Esau, ancestor 
of the Edomites.

4:43 (KJV) And they smote the rest of the Amalekites that were escaped, and dwelt there unto 
this day.
(B:E Project) They defeated the remaining Amalekites who had escaped earlier, and 
they have lived there ever since.

Context: This closing verse �es back to a much older, unfinished story: God's command, 
genera�ons earlier, to wipe out the Amalekites for their a�ack on Israel a�er the Exodus 
- a task Saul had earlier failed to complete fully.
Meaning: The phrase 'that were escaped' points directly back to earlier par�al victories 
over Amalek under Saul and David; here, this small band of Simeonites finally finishes a 
job commanded centuries before. It's a striking example of how a long-standing conflict 
or unfinished task can be resolved, quietly and without fanfare, by people far removed 
from the original command.
Lesson: Some things take genera�ons to fully resolve, and that's alright - faithfulness 
some�mes means finishing what others started long before you, even without 
recogni�on. I honour quiet persistence in se�ng old wrongs right, however long it takes.
See Also: Exodus 17:14 - God's original command to eventually blot out the memory of 
Amalek; 1 Samuel 15:1-3 - Saul's incomplete campaign against Amalek; 1 Samuel 30:17 
- David defeats another group of Amalekites a�er they raided Ziklag.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 5

Chapter 5 of 1 Chronicles focuses on the family lines and early history of three Israelite tribes who 
se�led on the eastern side of the Jordan River: Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. It 

     CHAPTER 5
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Lesson: Within any large group, some family lines end up carrying par�cular 
responsibility - and that's worth documen�ng honestly, without pretending everyone's 
role was iden�cal. I don't need everyone to hold the same posi�on to value them 
equally.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:6 - iden�fies the final figure in this line, Beerah, as 'prince of the 
Reubenites.'

5:5 (KJV) Micah his son, Reaia his son, Baal his son,
(B:E Project) Micah was his son, Reaia was his son, Baal was his son.

Context: This con�nues the same narrowing genealogy from verse 4, adding three more 
genera�ons in the leading Reubenite family.
Meaning: The name Baal here is simply a personal name (meaning 'lord' or 'master' in a 
general sense) and not a reference to the Canaanite god of that name - a reminder that 
names in the ancient world o�en carried everyday meanings that only later took on 
more loaded religious associa�ons.
Lesson: Words and names can carry different meanings depending on their era and 
context - I ask you to look carefully at the truth of a thing rather than reac�ng to surface 
associa�ons. Understanding takes pa�ence and honesty.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:4 - the beginning of this genealogical chain.

5:6 (KJV) Beerah his son, whom Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria carried away cap�ve: he was 
prince of the Reubenites.
(B:E Project) Beerah was his son - the one whom Tilgathpilneser, king of Assyria, took 
cap�ve. He was the leader (prince) of the Reubenite tribe.

Context: This verse names the specific Reubenite leader taken into exile by Tiglath-
pileser III, the powerful Assyrian king who began depor�ng Israelite tribes from the 
region east of the Jordan in the mid-8th century BC.
Meaning: This is the first direct signal in the chapter of the disaster that eventually 
overtakes Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh - exile at the hands of Assyria. Even the 
tribe's own recognised leader wasn't spared; his capture foreshadows the final verses of 
the chapter, where the whole popula�on is deported.
Lesson: No amount of status or leadership fully shields you from the consequences that 
come when a community dri�s from what actually sustains it. I want you to build your 
security on something deeper than posi�on or rank alone.
See Also: 2 Kings 15:29 - Tiglath-pileser's historical campaign, capturing Israelite territory 
and depor�ng people; 1 Chronicles 5:26 - the fuller account, later in this chapter, of the 
whole tribe's exile under the same king.

5:7 (KJV) And his brethren by their families, when the genealogy of their genera�ons was 
reckoned, were the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah,

Joseph) - two brothers effec�vely spli�ng what Reuben lost.
Meaning: It's a subtle but important dis�nc�on: leadership and inheritance rights aren't 
automa�cally the same thing. Judah didn't get everything Reuben lost - only the posi�on 
of ruling authority, eventually producing King David and, according to the New 
Testament, Jesus - while the material double inheritance went elsewhere, to Joseph.
Lesson: Different kinds of blessing can be given to different people, and no one person 
has to hold everything. I distribute gi�s and roles according to what's needed, not 
according to who deserves to collect them all.
See Also: Genesis 49:8-10 - Jacob's blessing on Judah, promising the sceptre (ruling 
authority) would not depart from his line; Ma�hew 1:1-16 - Jesus's genealogy traced 
through Judah and David, fulfilling this promise.

5:3 (KJV) The sons, I say, of Reuben the firstborn of Israel were, Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, 
and Carmi.
(B:E Project) The sons of Reuben, Israel's firstborn, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and 
Carmi.

Context: Having explained why Reuben lost his birthright, the text now simply records 
his actual sons, matching earlier lists found in Genesis and Exodus.
Meaning: Despite everything explained in verses 1-2, Reuben's own line is s�ll recorded 
accurately and respec�ully - the text doesn't erase him from the record just because he 
lost status. This ma�ers: consequences for wrongdoing didn't mean total exclusion from 
Israel's ongoing story.
Lesson: Losing a posi�on or a privilege because of past mistakes doesn't mean losing 
your place altogether. I keep you in the story even a�er you've fallen short - restora�on 
and con�nued belonging are always possible.
See Also: Genesis 46:9 - the same four sons of Reuben listed at Jacob's descent into 
Egypt; Exodus 6:14 - Reuben's sons listed again at the start of the priestly genealogy in 
Exodus.

5:4 (KJV) The sons of Joel; Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son,
(B:E Project) The descendants of Joel were: Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his 
son.

Context: The text moves into a specific branch of Reuben's family, tracing a leadership 
line that will eventually be named as the 'prince of the Reubenites' a couple of verses 
later.
Meaning: This begins a focused genealogy narrowing in on one par�cular family within 
the wider tribe of Reuben, likely because they held a posi�on of prominence or 
leadership worth recording in more detail than others.
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Meaning: Reuben's iden�ty, like several of these tribes, was fundamentally pastoral - 
their whole way of life and expansion was governed by the needs of their flocks and 
herds. It's a prac�cal, unroman�c explana�on for territorial growth, grounded in real 
economic need rather than conquest for its own sake.
Lesson: Growth and expansion in your own life o�en come from mee�ng real, prac�cal 
needs rather than chasing abstract ambi�on. I bless the sensible stewardship of what's 
actually been entrusted to you.
See Also: Numbers 32:1 - Reuben and Gad's original request for this eastern land 
specifically because they had large numbers of livestock.

5:10 (KJV) And in the days of Saul they made war with the Hagarites, who fell by their hand: 
and they dwelt in their tents throughout all the east land of Gilead.
(B:E Project) During Saul's reign, they went to war against the Hagarites, who were 
defeated by them, and they se�led in the Hagarites' tents throughout the eastern part 
of Gilead.

Context: This records a specific military victory during King Saul's reign (Israel's first king), 
against a group called the Hagarites - likely a nomadic Arab people east of Israel.
Meaning: This is a genuinely successful military campaign, credited plainly to Reuben's 
tribe rather than to Saul directly - a reminder that Israel's tribal groups o�en acted with 
real independence and ini�a�ve even under a central king, defending and expanding 
their own territory.
Lesson: You don't always need central approval or oversight to act rightly and defend 
what's been entrusted to you - some�mes responsibility means taking ini�a�ve 
yourself. I trust you to act faithfully even without someone else's constant direc�on.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:19-20 - a later, larger war against the same Hagarite people, 
explicitly a�ributed to God's help because of the people's trust in him.

5:11 (KJV) And the children of Gad dwelt over against them, in the land of Bashan unto Salcah:
(B:E Project) The people of Gad lived next to them (Reuben), in the region of Bashan, as 
far as Salcah.

Context: The genealogy shi�s from Reuben to the neighbouring tribe of Gad, who 
se�led further north in the fer�le Bashan region, s�ll east of the Jordan.
Meaning: Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh together made up the tribes that chose to 
se�le east of the Jordan rather than crossing into the main body of the promised land - 
a decision made back in Numbers that shaped their whole subsequent history, including 
their shared fate at the end of this chapter.
Lesson: The choices you make about where to plant yourself shape everything that 
follows, for be�er and for worse - so it's worth making those choices though�ully rather 
than only for immediate convenience. I care about the long-term wisdom behind your 

(B:E Project) His rela�ves, family by family, when their family records were compiled, 
included the leaders Jeiel and Zechariah.

Context: The text broadens back out from one narrow leadership line to the wider 
Reubenite clan, naming two more chief figures among the extended family.
Meaning: This shows genealogical record-keeping was an ac�ve, ongoing prac�ce in 
Israel - families were periodically 'reckoned' (formally counted and recorded), a process 
that ma�ered for land rights, tribal iden�ty and military organisa�on.
Lesson: Keeping honest, updated records of who belongs to a community isn't 
bureaucra�c busywork - it's how a people remembers itself and holds itself together 
over �me. I value the quiet discipline of accurate remembering.
See Also: Numbers 1:20-21 - an earlier formal census and reckoning of the tribe of 
Reuben in the wilderness.

5:8 (KJV) And Bela the son of Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, 
even unto Nebo and Baalmeon:
(B:E Project) Bela, son of Azaz, son of Shema, son of Joel, lived in Aroer, as far as Nebo 
and Baalmeon.

Context: This names another prominent Reubenite and describes the geographic extent 
of his family's se�lement, in the region east of the Jordan River known for its plains and 
pasture land.
Meaning: Nebo is a name readers may recognise from elsewhere - Mount Nebo is 
where Moses viewed the promised land before his death, so this verse situates 
Reuben's territory right in that same significant landscape, genera�ons a�er Moses 
stood there.
Lesson: You can end up living somewhere with deep historical or personal meaning 
without even realising the weight of it. Pay a�en�on to where you find yourself - the 
ground beneath your feet o�en carries more history than you expect.
See Also: Deuteronomy 34:1 - Moses views the promised land from Mount Nebo before 
he dies; Numbers 32:37-38 - Reuben's tribe is recorded building or rebuilding towns 
including Nebo and Baalmeon.

5:9 (KJV) And eastward he inhabited unto the entering in of the wilderness from the river 
Euphrates: because their ca�le were mul�plied in the land of Gilead.
(B:E Project) Eastward, he se�led up to the edge of the wilderness that stretches to the 
Euphrates River, because their livestock had grown very numerous in the region of 
Gilead.

Context: This explains the prac�cal reason for Reuben's eastward expansion - simple 
popula�on growth among their herds requiring more grazing land, echoing the theme 
of pastoral expansion seen also with Simeon in the previous chapter.
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Meaning: No�ce the name Gilead appearing partway through this list - it's both a 
personal ancestor's name and the name of the whole region Gad se�led in, showing 
how a family founder's name could become permanently a�ached to a piece of land 
itself.
Lesson: The mark you leave doesn't have to be a monument - some�mes just being 
remembered as the reason a place carries a certain name is enough of a legacy. I no�ce 
the quiet, las�ng impressions a faithful life leaves on the world around it.
See Also: Numbers 26:29-30 - Gilead is named as a descendant of Manasseh and also as 
the region's name, showing this pa�ern of personal names becoming place-names 
elsewhere too.

5:15 (KJV) Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, chief of the house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) Ahi, son of Abdiel, son of Guni, was the head of their family.

Context: This closes the extended genealogy from verse 14 by naming the actual leader 
of that par�cular Gadite family group.
Meaning: A�er the long ancestral chain in the previous verse, this final line delivers the 
point: iden�fying exactly who, in the present genera�on being described, held authority 
- the genealogy exists to establish and legi�mise present leadership, not just to look 
backward.
Lesson: Knowing your history and roots isn't just about looking back - it's meant to help 
you stand more securely and lead more confidently in your present moment. I want 
your past to strengthen you for today, not trap you there.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:14 - the ancestral chain leading up to this leader.

5:16 (KJV) And they dwelt in Gilead in Bashan, and in her towns, and in all the suburbs of 
Sharon, upon their borders.
(B:E Project) They lived in Gilead, in Bashan and its surrounding towns, and throughout 
all the pasturelands of Sharon, within their borders.

Context: This summarises the full geographic reach of Gad's tribe, spanning Gilead, 
Bashan and an area called Sharon here (likely a local pastureland east of the Jordan, 
dis�nct from the be�er-known coastal Sharon plain west of Israel).
Meaning: It underlines just how extensive and fer�le Gad's territory was - good pasture 
across a wide area was a genuine blessing for a pastoral tribe, and the text records it 
plainly as such.
Lesson: Recognise and be grateful for genuine, tangible provision when it's given to you 
- a good, wide, frui�ul place to live and work is a real gi� worth apprecia�ng, not 
something to take for granted.
See Also: Numbers 32:1 - the original descrip�on of this land as suitable 'for ca�le,' 
explaining why Gad chose to se�le it.

decisions, not just their short-term appeal.
See Also: Numbers 32:1-5 - Gad and Reuben's original request to se�le east of the 
Jordan because of the good grazing land.

5:12 (KJV) Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and Jaanai, and Shaphat in Bashan.
(B:E Project) Joel was the chief, Shapham was next, then Jaanai and Shaphat, in Bashan.

Context: This names the leadership structure of Gad's tribe in their se�led territory of 
Bashan, a region known in the Bible for its rich pastures and strong livestock (Bashan 
bulls are referenced elsewhere as a byword for strength).
Meaning: Naming a clear order of leadership - chief, then next in line, and so on - shows 
an organised tribal hierarchy, important for both peace�me administra�on and 
readiness for war, as described later in the chapter.
Lesson: Healthy communi�es usually need some clear structure and order to func�on 
well, not chaos disguised as freedom. I don't ask you to reject all structure - just to make 
sure whatever structure you build serves people rather than domina�ng them.
See Also: Psalm 22:12 - 'strong bulls of Bashan' used as an image of overwhelming 
strength, reflec�ng Bashan's reputa�on.

5:13 (KJV) And their brethren of the house of their fathers were, Michael, and Meshullam, and 
Sheba, and Jorai, and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven.
(B:E Project) Their rela�ves, by family, were Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jachan, 
Zia and Heber - seven in total.

Context: This lists seven more leading men within Gad's extended family network, 
con�nuing the record of tribal leadership.
Meaning: The precise count - 'seven' - reflects the careful, almost administra�ve style of 
this whole chapter; Chronicles isn't just naming people loosely, it's compiling an 
accurate, countable record of exactly who held recognised standing within the tribe.
Lesson: Precision and honesty in how you account for people and responsibility ma�ers, 
even in small details. I value care and accuracy over vague, careless approxima�on.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:12 - the tribal chiefs this extended family served alongside.

5:14 (KJV) These are the children of Abihail the son of Huri, the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, 
the son of Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the son of Buz;
(B:E Project) These were the descendants of Abihail, son of Huri, son of Jaroah, son of 
Gilead, son of Michael, son of Jeshishai, son of Jahdo, son of Buz.

Context: This gives an unusually long, eight-genera�on ancestral chain for one par�cular 
family within Gad, likely to establish clear legi�macy for a leader named in the next 
verse.
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(B:E Project) They went to war against the Hagarites, along with Jetur, Nephish and 
Nodab.

Context: This describes a major military campaign by the combined eastern tribes 
against a coali�on of neighbouring peoples, likely nomadic groups related to the 
Hagarites men�oned earlier in the chapter.
Meaning: Facing mul�ple allied enemy groups at once (Hagarites plus three named 
allies), this was no small skirmish but a serious combined military effort - se�ng up the 
account of a decisive, God-credited victory in the very next verse.
Lesson: Facing several challenges at once, all bearing down together, can feel 
overwhelming - but that's exactly the kind of situa�on where trust rather than sheer 
effort makes the real difference. I'm with you in the moments the odds seem stacked 
highest.
See Also: Genesis 25:15 - Jetur and Naphish (Nephish) listed among the sons of Ishmael, 
showing these were related Arabian tribal groups.

5:20 (KJV) And they were helped against them, and the Hagarites were delivered into their 
hand, and all that were with them: for they cried to God in the ba�le, and he was 
intreated of them; because they put their trust in him.
(B:E Project) They received help against them, and the Hagarites, along with everyone 
allied with them, were defeated and handed over to them - because during the ba�le 
they cried out to God, and he answered them, since they had put their trust in him.

Context: This verse explicitly credits the victory over the Hagarite coali�on not to military 
skill alone but to the tribes' ac�ve trust in God during the figh�ng itself.
Meaning: This is one of the clearest statements in the chapter of the book's central 
theological point: real trust, expressed honestly in a moment of crisis (crying out, not just 
quiet belief), brought real, tangible help. It doesn't say military skill was irrelevant - verse 
18 already described their genuine training and strength - but it insists the decisive factor 
was their trust, not their weapons.
Lesson: Bring your fear and your need honestly into the moment of crisis rather than 
trying to look composed - crying out isn't weakness, it's the doorway to real help. I 
respond to genuine trust, especially when it's expressed in the rawest, most honest way, 
right in the middle of the struggle.
See Also: Psalm 20:7 - trus�ng in God rather than military might; 2 Chronicles 20:12 - 
Jehoshaphat's own crisis prayer, 'we know not what to do: but our eyes are upon thee'; 
James 5:16 - the effec�ve, fervent prayer of a person seeking help.

5:21 (KJV) And they took away their ca�le; of their camels fi�y thousand, and of sheep two 
hundred and fi�y thousand, and of asses two thousand, and of men an hundred 
thousand.

5:17 (KJV) All these were reckoned by genealogies in the days of Jotham king of Judah, and in 
the days of Jeroboam king of Israel.
(B:E Project) All of these were recorded in genealogical registers during the reigns of 
Jotham, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king of Israel.

Context: This dates the compiled genealogical records specifically to the mid-8th 
century BC, a period when Judah and Israel existed as two separate kingdoms - shortly 
before the devasta�ng Assyrian invasions that end this chapter.
Meaning: This is a careful historical anchor: the record was formally reckoned in a 
specific, iden�fiable period, not vaguely 'some�me long ago' - it situates these tribes' 
peak organisa�on right before the disaster of exile that closes the chapter, making the 
coming loss feel more concrete and real.
Lesson: Knowing exactly when things were good, and how close that was to when things 
fell apart, is a sobering but useful kind of honesty. I want you to stay alert and faithful 
even during comfortable, well-organised seasons, not just in crisis.
See Also: 2 Kings 15:32-33 - Jotham's reign over Judah; 2 Kings 14:23 - Jeroboam II's reign 
over Israel, a period of rela�ve prosperity before Assyria's rise.

5:18 (KJV) The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, of valiant 
men, men able to bear buckler and sword, and to shoot with bow, and skilful in war, were 
four and forty thousand seven hundred and threescore, that went out to the war.
(B:E Project) The men of Reuben, Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh who were capable 
fighters - able to carry shield and sword, skilled with a bow, and trained for war - 
numbered forty-four thousand, seven hundred and sixty men who went out to ba�le.

Context: This gives a specific military census figure for the combined forces of the three 
tribes se�led east of the Jordan, showing their substan�al military strength at this point 
in their history.
Meaning: A force of nearly forty-five thousand trained fighters was genuinely 
formidable for the �me - this verse establishes just how strong and capable these tribes 
were, which makes their eventual defeat and exile (described at the chapter's end) feel 
all the more significant: even real strength couldn't prevent the consequences of 
unfaithfulness.
Lesson: Strength and capability, however real and impressive, were never meant to be 
the founda�on you rely on most. I ask you to build your deepest security on trust and 
faithfulness, not on your own visible power - because power alone has never been 
enough to guarantee safety.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:22 - despite this strength, the tribes are later s�ll carried into 
cap�vity; Psalm 20:7 - 'some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will remember 
the name of the LORD our God.'

5:19 (KJV) And they made war with the Hagarites, with Jetur, and Nephish, and Nodab.
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Mount Hermon.
Meaning: Mount Hermon marks the northernmost boundary of Israelite se�lement in 
this region - a snow-capped mountain that would have stood as a drama�c, visible 
landmark. This verse shows Manasseh's expansion reaching genuinely impressive 
natural and geographic limits.
Lesson: Growth o�en has natural boundaries, and reaching your limit isn't failure - it's 
simply where the landscape of your life currently ends. I don't need you to expand 
infinitely; faithful stewardship of what you've reached is enough.
See Also: Deuteronomy 3:8-9 - Mount Hermon is described as being called by different 
names by different peoples (Sirion, Shenir), marking this same northern boundary.

5:24 (KJV) And these were the heads of the house of their fathers, even Epher, and Ishi, and 
Eliel, and Azriel, and Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, mighty men of valour, famous 
men, and heads of the house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) These were the heads of their family groups: Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, 
Jeremiah, Hodaviah and Jahdiel - mighty warriors, famous men, and leaders of their 
families.

Context: This names the leading men of the half-tribe of Manasseh, describing them 
with unusually strong praise - 'mighty men of valour, famous men.'
Meaning: This is some of the most explicit, posi�ve praise given to any group in this 
chapter - genuine acknowledgement of real capability and reputa�on. It makes the very 
next verse, describing this same group's unfaithfulness, land with even more force: 
impressive, celebrated leadership was s�ll not enough to prevent spiritual failure.
Lesson: Talent, fame and genuine capability are real and worth celebra�ng - but they 
were never designed to be a subs�tute for staying faithful to what actually ma�ers. I 
care more about the quiet loyalty of your heart than about how impressive your 
reputa�on looks to others.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:25 - the sobering turn, immediately a�er this praise, describing 
this same group's unfaithfulness.

5:25 (KJV) And they transgressed against the God of their fathers, and went a whoring a�er 
the gods of the people of the land, whom God destroyed before them.
(B:E Project) But they turned against the God of their ancestors, chasing a�er the gods 
of the peoples living in that land - the very peoples God had destroyed ahead of them.

Context: This is the pivotal, tragic turn of the chapter: despite the victories, the strength, 
and the famous leadership just described, these tribes abandoned their trust in God for 
the local gods of the very peoples they'd displaced.
Meaning: The phrase 'went a whoring a�er' is a common Old Testament image for 
unfaithfulness - comparing abandoning trust in God to a broken, betrayed rela�onship, 

(B:E Project) They captured the enemy's livestock: fi�y thousand camels, two hundred 
and fi�y thousand sheep, two thousand donkeys, and a hundred thousand people.

Context: This records the vast scale of the plunder taken from the defeated Hagarite 
coali�on, underlining just how decisive and large this victory actually was.
Meaning: These numbers, whether meant precisely or as a way of conveying 
overwhelming abundance, communicate a total, crushing victory - a striking contrast to 
the coming defeat and loss these same tribes will suffer later in the chapter, making the 
later fall feel even more tragic by comparison.
Lesson: Great success and abundance in one season of life are never a guarantee against 
later struggle - so hold prosperity with gra�tude, not en�tlement. I want you enjoying 
what's given without assuming it secures you against every future test.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:25-26 - the later, opposite outcome, where these same 
victorious tribes lose everything and are taken cap�ve themselves.

5:22 (KJV) For there fell down many slain, because the war was of God. And they dwelt in their 
steads un�l the cap�vity.
(B:E Project) Many of the enemy fell dead in ba�le, because the war belonged to God. 
And they lived in their conquered territory un�l the exile.

Context: This concludes the account of the Hagarite war, explicitly sta�ng the victory 
was 'of God' - and then immediately, almost ominously, flags forward to 'the cap�vity,' 
the very disaster that will close the whole chapter.
Meaning: The phrase 'the war was of God' is a strong, direct claim - this specific conflict 
is presented as having divine backing, unlike later wars this same genera�on would lose. 
Placing the reference to future cap�vity right here, in the middle of a victory story, is a 
deliberate literary choice: it reminds the reader that present triumph doesn't erase what 
comes later if faithfulness doesn't hold.
Lesson: I can be genuinely with you in a real, decisive victory, and that doesn't excuse 
you from staying faithful a�erward. Don't let one good outcome convince you the 
ongoing work of trust and integrity is finished - it never fully is.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:25-26 - the cap�vity men�oned here is fully described at the 
chapter's end; Deuteronomy 8:11-14 - the warning not to forget God once prosperity 
and victory have come.

5:23 (KJV) And the children of the half tribe of Manasseh dwelt in the land: they increased 
from Bashan unto Baalhermon and Senir, and unto mount Hermon.
(B:E Project) The people of the half-tribe of Manasseh lived in the land; they grew in 
number from Bashan as far as Baalhermon, Senir, and Mount Hermon.

Context: The genealogy now covers the third of the eastern tribes, the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, tracing their territorial growth up into the northern mountain region near 
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Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 6

This chapter focuses en�rely on the tribe of Levi, detailing their family lines and their special roles 
in Israel. It begins by lis�ng the descendants of Levi, emphasising the priestly line that came from 
Aaron, tracing their heritage through many genera�ons down to the �me of the Babylonian exile. 
It then provides extensive family trees for the three main branches of Levites: Gershom, Kohath, 
and Merari. The chapter also describes how King David organised certain Levites to serve as 
musicians in the tabernacle, leading worship with singing. Finally, it outlines the specific towns and 
surrounding lands that were set aside throughout Israel for the different Levite families to live in, 
ensuring they had places to dwell while serving God.

6:1 (KJV) The sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
(B:E Project) Levi had three sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

Context: This opens the long sec�on on the tribe of Levi, the priestly tribe with no land 
inheritance of its own. These three sons became the three great Levite clans whose 
descendants are traced for the rest of the chapter.
Meaning: Naming the three founding sons is how the whole tribe's structure gets set up 
- everything that follows (priests, musicians, gatekeepers, city assignments) branches off 
from these three names. It's the family tree's trunk before the branches.
Lesson: Every big thing starts from a small, plain beginning - three brothers. I don't 
measure people by how much space their name takes up in the story, but by their place 
in something larger than themselves. You belong to something even when your one line 
looks unremarkable.
See Also: Exodus 6:16 - the same three sons of Levi listed at the start of Israel's slavery in 
Egypt, showing this line's long con�nuity.

6:2 (KJV) And the sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel.
(B:E Project) Kohath's sons were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

Context: Kohath's branch becomes the most prominent Levite line - it's Amram's family 
that will produce Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
Meaning: This verse quietly sets up the most consequen�al family in the Old Testament. 
Naming Amram first among Kohath's four sons flags the line the writer is about to follow 
most closely.
Lesson: Greatness in a family some�mes starts as just one name in a list of four. I don't 
need to be first to ma�er; I need to be faithful with what's given to me, and let what 
comes a�er speak for itself.
See Also: Exodus 6:18 - the same four sons of Kohath in the earlier Exodus genealogy.

     CHAPTER 6
not just breaking a rule. The bi�er irony is sharp: they adopted the religious 
prac�ces of exactly the people God had already judged and removed from that 
land, effec�vely repea�ng the same failure that had doomed their predecessors.
Lesson: It's easy to slowly dri� toward imita�ng the very things that already 
damaged the people around you, without no�cing you're doing it. I ask you to stay 
awake to what's actually shaping your values day to day - influence creeps in quietly, 
long before it announces itself.
See Also: Deuteronomy 7:4 - the earlier warning that intermarrying with and 
imita�ng the na�ons would turn Israel's heart away; Hosea 4:12 - 'the spirit of 
whoredoms hath caused them to err,' the same rela�onal image used for spiritual 
unfaithfulness.

5:26 (KJV) And the God of Israel s�rred up the spirit of Pul king of Assyria, and the spirit of 
Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria, and he carried them away, even the Reubenites, and 
the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh, and brought them unto Halah, and 
Habor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day.
(B:E Project) So the God of Israel s�rred up the ambi�ons of Pul, king of Assyria (also 
known as Tilgathpilneser), who carried the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh away into exile, bringing them to Halah, Habor, Hara, and the 
river Gozan - where they remain to this day.

Context: This closes the chapter with the historical fulfilment of what verse 25 
warned about - the Assyrian king (Pul and Tiglath-pileser III are the same ruler under 
two names) deports these three tribes from their land en�rely, a real historical 
event dated to around 732 BC.
Meaning: The verse makes a striking theological claim: it says God himself 's�rred 
up' the spirit of a pagan foreign king to carry out this judgment - meaning even a 
hos�le foreign power's ambi�ons could be understood as serving a larger purpose 
�ed to Israel's own unfaithfulness, not just random poli�cal violence. It's a sobering 
close to the chapter: all the military strength, victories and famous leaders 
described earlier could not, in the end, prevent the consequences of walking away 
from what they'd been given.
Lesson: Real strength, real victories and real fame in the eyes of others can s�ll 
collapse if the deeper trust underneath them erodes - so tend to that inner 
faithfulness even more carefully than to outward success. I would always rather you 
stayed close to me in a smaller, humbler life than lost everything by chasing 
impressive strength while dri�ing from what actually ma�ers.
See Also: 2 Kings 15:29 - the historical account of Tiglath-pileser's conquest of this 
same territory; 2 Kings 17:6-18 - the fuller explana�on of why the northern tribes 
were exiled, spiritual unfaithfulness at the root; Deuteronomy 28:63-64 - the 
covenant warning that unfaithfulness would lead to being sca�ered among foreign 
na�ons.
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Bible's way of saying an ordinary faithful life in a role s�ll counts as worth recording.
Lesson: You don't need a drama�c story for your life to ma�er to me. Showing up and 
doing the quiet, steady work your role calls for is itself a kind of faithfulness I honour.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:50-51 - the same two names repeated in the shorter priestly 
summary later in the chapter.

6:6 (KJV) And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat Meraioth,
(B:E Project) Uzzi was the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahiah was the father of Meraioth.

Context: Another link in the unbroken chain of Aaronic high priests, con�nuing 
genera�ons a�er Phinehas with no other biblical record of these individuals' deeds.
Meaning: The steady 'father of... father of...' rhythm itself is the point: it demonstrates 
con�nuity, that Israel's priesthood didn't lapse for centuries even when the na�on's 
fortunes rose and fell around it.
Lesson: Consistency across a long stretch of ordinary �me is its own kind of faithfulness. 
I see the people who simply keep going, genera�on a�er genera�on, as no less valuable 
than those who make headlines.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:11 - Meraioth also appears in the post-exile priestly list in this 
book's later chapter.

6:7 (KJV) Meraioth begat Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub,
(B:E Project) Meraioth was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub.

Context: The line con�nues; this Ahitub is an ancestor several genera�ons before the 
Ahitub connected to Eli's priestly house in 1 Samuel.
Meaning: Names like Amariah ('the LORD has spoken/promised') recur throughout this 
family, hin�ng at a household whose iden�ty was �ed up with speaking for and about 
God to the people.
Lesson: The names people carry o�en reflect what their family valued or hoped for. I 
care less about the name you were given than the life you build underneath it.
See Also: 1 Samuel 14:3 - a later Ahitub connected to Eli's line, a reminder that several 
priests shared common family names.

6:8 (KJV) And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahimaaz,
(B:E Project) Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father of Ahimaaz.

Context: This is a hugely significant Zadok: the priest who stayed loyal to David during 
Absalom's rebellion and who anointed Solomon as king, becoming the founder of the 
dominant priestly line for centuries a�erward. His son Ahimaaz was the fast runner who 
carried news to David during that same rebellion.

6:3 (KJV) And the children of Amram; Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam. The sons also of 
Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
(B:E Project) Amram's children were Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. Aaron's sons were 
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

Context: This is the family at the centre of Israel's exodus from Egypt: Moses the leader, 
Aaron the first high priest, Miriam the prophetess. Aaron's four sons ma�er because 
two of them, Nadab and Abihu, later died for offering unauthorised fire before God 
(Levi�cus 10), leaving Eleazar and Ithamar to carry the priestly line forward.
Meaning: One family produced Israel's poli�cal leader, its first priest, and a prophetess - 
three different kinds of leadership from the same household. The men�on of all four of 
Aaron's sons, even the two who died young and in disgrace, shows the record doesn't 
quietly erase failure; it's honest about the whole family, not just the successful branch.
Lesson: I hold the whole of a person's story, not just the parts that turned out well. If two 
sons in this family made a fatal mistake, that doesn't erase their place in the record or 
their family's worth - and neither does your worst moment erase yours in mine.
See Also: Levi�cus 10:1-2 - Nadab and Abihu's death; Exodus 15:20 - Miriam the 
prophetess leading Israel in song.

6:4 (KJV) Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abishua,
(B:E Project) Eleazar was the father of Phinehas, and Phinehas was the father of Abishua.

Context: This begins the unbroken line of high priests from Eleazar (Aaron's third son, 
who inherited the priesthood a�er Nadab and Abihu died) down through history. 
Phinehas is famous in his own right for his zealous ac�on that stopped a plague in 
Numbers 25.
Meaning: The chapter is now tracing an unbroken chain of fathers and sons holding one 
specific, sacred job - high priest - across many centuries. Phinehas's inclusion here links 
this whole list back to a man whose decisive ac�on once saved the na�on from disaster.
Lesson: Legacy isn't only about what you build for yourself; it's about what you hand 
safely to the next person. I no�ce the quiet, faithful handoffs between genera�ons as 
much as the famous single acts - both ma�er to me equally.
See Also: Numbers 25:7-13 - Phinehas's zeal and God's covenant of peace with him and 
his descendants.

6:5 (KJV) And Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi,
(B:E Project) Abishua was the father of Bukki, and Bukki was the father of Uzzi.

Context: The priestly genealogy con�nues, moving through genera�ons about whom 
the Bible otherwise says almost nothing else.
Meaning: Most of these names appear nowhere else in scripture - they lived, served, 
and passed the priesthood on without any recorded drama. Their inclusion here is the 
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6:11 (KJV) And Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah begat Ahitub,
(B:E Project) Azariah was the father of Amariah, and Amariah was the father of Ahitub.

Context: The genealogy con�nues past Solomon's era, moving genera�on by 
genera�on through the centuries of the divided kingdom.
Meaning: No�ce the names Amariah and Ahitub recurring - families in this culture o�en 
reused ancestral names, which is part of why these lists can look repe��ve; it's a mark of 
honouring forebears, not sloppy wri�ng.
Lesson: Naming a child a�er someone who came before is one small way people say 
'you ma�ered, and I want to carry a piece of you forward.' I see the love in that kind of 
remembering.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:7-8 - the earlier Amariah and Ahitub several genera�ons back in 
the same family.

6:12 (KJV) And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Shallum,
(B:E Project) Ahitub was the father of Zadok, and Zadok was the father of Shallum.

Context: This is a different, later Zadok than David's priest a few genera�ons earlier - the 
same name recurs in the family, likely in his honour.
Meaning: Seeing a beloved ancestor's name reappear genera�ons later shows how a 
family kept a hero's memory alive by literally naming children a�er him, long a�er his 
own life�me ended.
Lesson: The people who shaped you well don't have to be forgo�en - carrying their 
name or their values forward is one honest way to say thank you. I welcome that kind of 
remembering.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:8 - the earlier, more famous Zadok, David's loyal priest.

6:13 (KJV) And Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat Azariah,
(B:E Project) Shallum was the father of Hilkiah, and Hilkiah was the father of Azariah.

Context: This Hilkiah is very likely the high priest of that name who, during King Josiah's 
reign, discovered the long-lost Book of the Law in the temple - a discovery that sparked 
a major na�onal religious reform.
Meaning: Buried in a plain list is the priest behind one of the Old Testament's great 
turning points: rediscovering forgo�en scripture and bringing it back into the na�on's 
life. It shows how a single family line, tracked pa�ently across centuries, occasionally 
intersects with a hinge-moment in history.
Lesson: Rediscovering something true and important that got buried under neglect can 
change everything - for a na�on or for a person. I'm always glad when someone dusts off 
a forgo�en truth and lets it reshape their life.

Meaning: For once a genealogy name connects directly to real, gripping history most 
readers can picture - a father who kept his loyalty in a civil war, and a son known for 
literally running to deliver urgent news. It shows genealogy and drama are the same 
family's story, just viewed from different angles.
Lesson: Loyalty under pressure, like Zadok showed, and simple willingness to run and 
carry hard news, like his son did, are both forms of service I value highly. You don't need 
a throne to be indispensable in a crisis - you need faithfulness and your feet.
See Also: 2 Samuel 15:24-29 - Zadok's loyalty to David during Absalom's revolt; 2 Samuel 
18:19-27 - Ahimaaz running to bring David news of the ba�le.

6:9 (KJV) And Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat Johanan,
(B:E Project) Ahimaaz was the father of Azariah, and Azariah was the father of Johanan.

Context: The line moves into the era a�er the united monarchy, con�nuing genera�on 
by genera�on with no further detail given about these par�cular men.
Meaning: A�er the vivid Zadok-Ahimaaz episode, the record returns to plain lis�ng - a 
reminder that most of any family's history, even a famous one, is undocumented and 
ordinary between its notable moments.
Lesson: Life is mostly the quiet years between the headline moments. I'm present in 
both - the drama�c chapter and the unremarkable ones that come a�er it.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:10 - the next Azariah in this same line is specifically noted for 
serving in Solomon's temple.

6:10 (KJV) And Johanan begat Azariah, (he it is that executed the priest’s office in the temple 
that Solomon built in Jerusalem:)
(B:E Project) Johanan was the father of Azariah - and it was this Azariah who served as 
priest in the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem.

Context: This parenthe�cal note singles out one par�cular Azariah as the priest actually 
serving when Solomon's temple was completed and dedicated - a major milestone, 
since it moved Israel's worship from a portable tent to a permanent building for the first 
�me.
Meaning: The writer breaks the genealogical rhythm to flag a specific historical 
moment: someone from this family held the priesthood at the exact �me worship 
shi�ed from a tent to a grand fixed temple. It anchors the family tree to one of the 
biggest events in Israel's religious life.
Lesson: Some�mes your ordinary role puts you at the centre of a genuinely historic 
moment, just by being there when it happens. I don't need you to engineer significance 
- I need you faithfully present when your moment comes.
See Also: 1 Kings 8:1-11 - Solomon's dedica�on of the temple, the event this priest 
presided over.
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Meaning: Repea�ng the opening line signals a fresh sec�on: having traced the priestly 
(Aaronic) line all the way to the exile, the writer now goes back to the start to fill in the 
rest of the Levite family - the musicians, gatekeepers, and other Levites who weren't 
priests.
Lesson: Some�mes it's worth going back to the beginning to make sure nobody in the 
family gets le� out of the story. I no�ce the ones who get skipped the first �me round, 
and I make room for them too.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:1 - the same three names opening this chapter's first sec�on.

6:17 (KJV) And these be the names of the sons of Gershom; Libni, and Shimei.
(B:E Project) These were the names of Gershom's sons: Libni and Shimei.

Context: This starts the detailed lis�ng of the Gershom (Gershonite) branch of the 
Levites, one of the three main Levite clans.
Meaning: Two brief names mark the start of an en�re clan's family tree - the 
Gershonites, who would later be responsible for carrying the tabernacle's coverings and 
hangings during Israel's wilderness travels.
Lesson: Every large group of people, however anonymous it feels from the outside, is 
made up of specific families with specific names. I never see a crowd - I always see the 
individuals inside it.
See Also: Numbers 3:18 - Libni and Shimei named as heads of Gershonite families in the 
wilderness census.

6:18 (KJV) And the sons of Kohath were, Amram, and Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel.
(B:E Project) Kohath's sons were Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

Context: This repeats the Kohath branch's four sons (already named in verse 2) as the 
second-sec�on genealogy formally restates each clan before tracing it further down.
Meaning: The repe��on isn't sloppy edi�ng - ancient genealogical records regularly 
restated a star�ng point before extending a line further, much like a modern family tree 
redraws the shared ancestor at the top of each new branch it explores.
Lesson: Going over the basics again before moving forward isn't wasted effort - it's how 
you keep everyone oriented. I'm pa�ent with repe��on when it serves clarity and care.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:2 - the iden�cal list of Kohath's four sons given earlier in this 
chapter.

6:19 (KJV) The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. And these are the families of the Levites 
according to their fathers.
(B:E Project) Merari's sons were Mahli and Mushi. These were the Levite family groups, 
organised by their father's household.

See Also: 2 Kings 22:8-13 - Hilkiah finding the Book of the Law in the temple and the 
reform it triggered under King Josiah.

6:14 (KJV) And Azariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat Jehozadak,
(B:E Project) Azariah was the father of Seraiah, and Seraiah was the father of Jehozadak.

Context: Seraiah was the high priest executed by the Babylonians at Riblah when 
Jerusalem fell in 586 BC - one of the darkest moments in Israel's history. His son 
Jehozadak was taken cap�ve rather than killed.
Meaning: This quiet line ends in catastrophe: the si�ng high priest was put to death by 
a foreign king, and his son was marched off into exile. The genealogy doesn't hide the 
na�onal trauma - it runs straight through it.
Lesson: I don't ask you to pretend the worst chapters of your story didn't happen. Real 
hope isn't denial of loss; it's what gets rebuilt honestly on the other side of it.
See Also: 2 Kings 25:18-21 - Seraiah's execu�on at Riblah a�er Jerusalem's fall.

6:15 (KJV) And Jehozadak went into cap�vity, when the LORD carried away Judah and 
Jerusalem by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar.
(B:E Project) Jehozadak went into exile when the LORD allowed Nebuchadnezzar to 
carry the people of Judah and Jerusalem away cap�ve.

Context: This closes the priestly genealogy at the exile in 586 BC, the catastrophic end of 
the kingdom of Judah. Jehozadak's own son, Jeshua (Joshua), would later become high 
priest when a remnant returned from exile decades later.
Meaning: The chapter is honest that this proud, unbroken priestly line eventually 
walked straight into na�onal disaster and cap�vity - it doesn't dodge the low point. But 
by naming Jehozadak specifically, the writer is also quietly poin�ng toward restora�on, 
since his son leads the priesthood again a�er the exile ends.
Lesson: Even when everything looks lost and you're carried somewhere you never 
chose, the story isn't over. I'm already at work on what comes a�er the exile, long before 
you can see it.
See Also: Haggai 1:1 and Zechariah 3:1 - Jehozadak's son Joshua serving as high priest 
a�er the return from exile, the direct sequel to this verse.

6:16 (KJV) The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.
(B:E Project) Levi's sons were Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.

Context: The text now restarts, repea�ng the three sons of Levi (Gershom is the same 
name as Gershon in verse 1, just spelled differently in Hebrew) to launch a second, more 
detailed genealogical survey covering all three branches, not just the priestly one.
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(B:E Project) Kohath's line: Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son.

Context: This traces a different branch of Kohath's family than Amram's (Moses and 
Aaron's line) - specifically the line through Korah, the man who famously led a rebellion 
against Moses and Aaron's leadership in the wilderness.
Meaning: Including Korah by name here is notable: even though he led a deadly 
rebellion against Moses and was judged for it (Numbers 16), his sons did not die with 
him, and his family line con�nued as legi�mate, serving Levites - some even becoming 
celebrated temple musicians and psalm-writers.
Lesson: A parent's serious failure doesn't have to be the end of a family's story. I don't 
hold a child guilty for a father's rebellion; every person gets to build their own 
rela�onship with me, star�ng fresh.
See Also: Numbers 26:11 - explicitly no�ng that the children of Korah did not die when 
the earth swallowed their father; Numbers 16:31-33 - Korah's rebellion and judgment.

6:23 (KJV) Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son,
(B:E Project) Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and Assir his son.

Context: The Korahite line con�nues; this Ebiasaph is an ancestor of the 'sons of Korah' 
who later become notable temple singers and are credited as authors of several psalms.
Meaning: This unremarkable-looking list is quietly building toward one of the more 
beau�ful outcomes in this family history - descendants of a rebel becoming worship 
leaders whose songs are s�ll read today.
Lesson: Where your family started doesn't decide where your family ends up. I care 
about the direc�on a life - or a lineage - turns toward, not just its point of origin.
See Also: Psalm 42 - one of several psalms a�ributed to 'the sons of Korah', descendants 
of this same family.

6:24 (KJV) Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.
(B:E Project) Tahath his son, Uriel his son, Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.

Context: This finishes tracing this branch of Kohath's line down several more 
genera�ons, a family thread that will reconnect with the musician Heman later in the 
chapter.
Meaning: The steady accumula�on of names here is laying groundwork the chapter will 
pay off later, when it reveals that the temple musician Heman descends from exactly 
this Korahite line - so pa�ent readers get to see how the family's story actually turns out.
Lesson: Some payoffs take a long �me and a lot of unglamorous groundwork before 
they show up. I ask for pa�ence through the plain, repe��ve stretches - the reward 
o�en comes later than you'd like.

Context: This completes the naming of all three Levite branches' immediate sons before 
the chapter goes on to trace each one further down through history.
Meaning: The note that families were organised 'according to their fathers' explains the 
whole logic of the chapter: Israelite iden�ty and duty were tracked through the father's 
household, which is why these lists ma�er so much to the original readers - they defined 
who did what job and where you belonged.
Lesson: Knowing where you come from and who you belong to gives you a place to 
stand. I want you rooted enough in your story that you can meet the world with 
confidence rather than confusion about your worth.
See Also: Numbers 3:20 - Mahli and Mushi as heads of Merarite families in the 
wilderness census.

6:20 (KJV) Of Gershom; Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son,
(B:E Project) Gershom's line: Libni his son, Jahath his son, Zimmah his son.

Context: The chapter now traces the Gershom branch several genera�ons deep, 
moving beyond the two sons named in verse 17.
Meaning: This is a straigh�orward extension of the Gershonite family tree; the lack of 
any addi�onal detail about these men reflects how most of Israel's Levites lived and 
served without leaving any other trace in scripture.
Lesson: Most lives, even good and faithful ones, leave no headline behind - and that's 
alright. I measure a life by its faithfulness in the moment, not by how much of it gets 
wri�en down.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:17 - Libni named as one of Gershom's original two sons, 
con�nued here.

6:21 (KJV) Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeaterai his son.
(B:E Project) Joah his son, Iddo his son, Zerah his son, Jeaterai his son.

Context: This con�nues the Gershonite genealogy down to Jeaterai, likely bringing this 
par�cular branch's record roughly up to a later, perhaps David's-era, genera�on.
Meaning: Four more genera�ons pass in a single verse - a reminder of just how much 
lived �me and how many individual human stories are compressed into these bare 
genealogical lines.
Lesson: A whole life�me can be summed up in a few words by history, but every one of 
those lives was lived fully, with its own joys and struggles, in real �me. I was present in 
every one of those unrecorded days.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:39-43 - Asaph's descent through the Gershom line, which likely 
branches from this same family.

6:22 (KJV) The sons of Kohath; Amminadab his son, Korah his son, Assir his son,
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raw honesty for a child that her prayer became a model for hear�elt, persistent prayer 
for readers ever since.
Lesson: Hannah's years of heartbreak before Samuel was born show me that pain and 
delay aren't proof I've forgo�en you. I hear the prayers prayed in tears just as clearly as 
the ones prayed in confidence.
See Also: 1 Samuel 1:9-20 - Hannah's prayer for a son and Samuel's birth; 1 Samuel 2:1-
10 - Hannah's song of praise a�erward.

6:28 (KJV) And the sons of Samuel; the firstborn Vashni, and Abiah.
(B:E Project) Samuel's sons were the firstborn (Joel, called here) Vashni, and Abiah.

Context: Samuel, Israel's last judge and a major prophet, had two sons who served as 
judges but were corrupt, taking bribes and perver�ng jus�ce - a failure that directly led 
the elders of Israel to demand a king, changing Israel's en�re system of government (1 
Samuel 8).
Meaning: This one line quietly connects to a huge turning point in Israelite history: 
because Samuel's own sons were unfit and dishonest judges, the people rejected the 
old system altogether and asked for a king, which eventually gave Israel Saul and then 
David. A father's flawed legacy in his own sons became the hinge for the whole na�on's 
future government.
Lesson: Even great leaders can raise children who make different, harder choices - that's 
not always a verdict on the parent. I don't judge you by your children's decisions, and I 
don't judge parents solely by how their kids turn out; each person answers for their own 
life.
See Also: 1 Samuel 8:1-5 - Samuel's sons' corrup�on and Israel's demand for a king as a 
direct result.

6:29 (KJV) The sons of Merari; Mahli, Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his son,
(B:E Project) Merari's line: Mahli, then Libni his son, Shimei his son, Uzza his son.

Context: The chapter now returns to trace the third Levite branch, Merari, down 
through several genera�ons a�er only briefly naming his two sons earlier (verse 19).
Meaning: Having followed Gershom and Kohath's lines in detail, the writer now gives 
Merari's branch its own fair treatment - none of the three founding sons of Levi is le� as 
a mere footnote.
Lesson: Fairness means giving every branch of the family its due a�en�on, not just the 
flashiest ones. I make room in my care for the quieter parts of any story or any family, 
not only the loudest.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:19 - Merari's two sons, Mahli and Mushi, named at the start of 
this sec�on.

See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:33-37 - Heman's genealogy, which runs back through this exact 
same branch of Kohath's family.

6:25 (KJV) And the sons of Elkanah; Amasai, and Ahimoth.
(B:E Project) Elkanah's sons were Amasai and Ahimoth.

Context: This starts a different sub-branch under the Elkanah name (a very common 
Levite name, borne by several unrelated men in this family), separate from the Korahite 
line just traced.
Meaning: The repeated name 'Elkanah' across mul�ple branches of this chapter can be 
confusing for readers - it's a reminder that ancient Israelite naming reused favourite 
names heavily, so genealogies need to be read carefully rather than assumed to be one 
con�nuous story.
Lesson: Not everyone who shares your name, or even your background, shares your 
exact path. I take the �me to know each person specifically, rather than assuming from 
a resemblance.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:34-35 - a different Elkanah in Heman's line, illustra�ng how 
many men in this family carried the same name.

6:26 (KJV) As for Elkanah: the sons of Elkanah; Zophai his son, and Nahath his son,
(B:E Project) As for Elkanah: his sons were Zophai and Nahath.

Context: This con�nues a specific Elkanah sub-line that will lead toward Samuel the 
prophet - the writer is now tracking the ancestry that produces one of Israel's most 
important spiritual leaders.
Meaning: The text is quietly steering toward Samuel, born to a childless couple who 
prayed desperately for a son (1 Samuel 1) - a reminder that behind every well-known 
biblical figure sits a long, ordinary family history most readers never think about.
Lesson: Every remarkable person you admire had genera�ons of unremarkable 
ancestors behind them, doing their part without knowing what would come. Your 
ordinary faithfulness today might be exactly what makes someone extraordinary 
possible genera�ons from now.
See Also: 1 Samuel 1:1-2 - Elkanah, father of Samuel, and his household.

6:27 (KJV) Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son.
(B:E Project) Eliab his son, Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son.

Context: This is the Elkanah who becomes the father of the prophet Samuel - the same 
Elkanah introduced by name in 1 Samuel 1:1, married to Hannah.
Meaning: This is the moment the genealogy arrives at genuinely famous territory: the 
Elkanah married to two wives, one of whom, Hannah, was barren and prayed with such 
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Context: This bridges two eras of Israelite worship: the temporary tent-shrine period 
under David, and the permanent temple built later by his son Solomon. The musicians' 
role con�nued seamlessly across that transi�on.
Meaning: This shows an ins�tu�on surviving a major upgrade in its physical se�ng 
without losing its purpose - the music kept going whether the building was a tent or a 
grand temple, because the people ma�ered more than the structure they served in.
Lesson: What you're building doesn't depend on having the perfect se�ng first. I 
honour faithful service offered in a tent just as much as service offered in a palace - the 
heart behind it is what I'm watching.
See Also: 1 Kings 8:10-11 - the comple�on and dedica�on of Solomon's temple, the 
transi�on point men�oned here.

6:33 (KJV) And these are they that waited with their children. Of the sons of the Kohathites: 
Heman a singer, the son of Joel, the son of Shemuel,
(B:E Project) These are the men who served, along with their sons. From the Kohathite 
family: Heman the singer, son of Joel, son of Shemuel.

Context: This introduces Heman by name as one of the three chief musicians David 
appointed, tracing his ancestry back through the Kohathite branch of Levi - specifically, 
as later verses reveal, through the family of Korah.
Meaning: Heman is singled out by his profession, 'the singer' - a rare case in this chapter 
of a person being defined by their skill and calling rather than only their place in a family 
tree. Music was treated as a serious, named voca�on in Israel's worship life, not a minor 
detail.
Lesson: Whatever gi� you carry - music, cra�, care for others - can become your calling, 
not just a hobby on the side. I delight when people take the gi�s I've given them 
seriously enough to devote their life to using them well.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:1,5 - Heman later described as 'the king's seer' whose sons also 
became musicians, showing the gi� running in the family.

6:34 (KJV) The son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,
(B:E Project) Joel was the son of Elkanah, who was the son of Jeroham, who was the son 
of Eliel, who was the son of Toah.

Context: This con�nues tracing Heman's ancestry backward, genera�on by genera�on, 
connec�ng him to the earlier Elkanah-line names given in verses 26-27.
Meaning: The backward-tracing structure (son of... son of... son of...) is a deliberate 
literary device to establish credibility - Heman's right to serve as chief musician is 
grounded in a verifiable, named lineage stretching back through respected Levite 
ancestors.

6:30 (KJV) Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son.
(B:E Project) Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son.

Context: This finishes tracing this stretch of the Merari line, which will resurface later in 
the chapter as the ancestry of Ethan, one of the three chief musicians appointed by King 
David.
Meaning: Like the earlier Korahite thread that led to Heman, this Merarite thread is 
quietly building toward Ethan the musician - another case of an 'ordinary' genealogical 
list se�ng up a payoff that arrives several verses later.
Lesson: Groundwork done without recogni�on o�en turns out to ma�er more than it 
seemed to at the �me. I see the value in the unno�ced steps that build toward 
something meaningful later.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:44-47 - Ethan's genealogy, tracing back through this same 
branch of Merari's family.

6:31 (KJV) And these are they whom David set over the service of song in the house of the 
LORD, a�er that the ark had rest.
(B:E Project) These are the men David put in charge of the music in the LORD's house, 
once the ark had finally come to rest.

Context: This marks a major shi� in the chapter's focus - from priestly bloodline to 
worship organisa�on. It refers to David bringing the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem 
and se�ng it in a tent there (2 Samuel 6), a�er which he appointed dedicated musicians 
for ongoing worship.
Meaning: David didn't treat worship music as an a�erthought - he deliberately 
organised skilled people into a formal role once things had se�led down enough to build 
something las�ng. It shows that structured, inten�onal worship (not just spontaneous 
feeling) had real value to him.
Lesson: Once the chaos of a season se�les, it's worth asking what deserves to be built 
properly and given real structure. I welcome both the raw, spontaneous cry of the heart 
and the pa�ent work of building something that lasts.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:12-17 - David bringing the ark to Jerusalem and the ark finally 
coming to rest, the event referenced here.

6:32 (KJV) And they ministered before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of the 
congrega�on with singing, un�l Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem: 
and then they waited on their office according to their order.
(B:E Project) They served with music in front of the tent that housed the tabernacle, 
right up un�l Solomon built the LORD's house in Jerusalem - and then they carried out 
their du�es in the proper order assigned to them.
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Context: The genealogy now arrives at Korah - confirming that Heman, David's chief 
musician, descended directly from the man who led a rebellion against Moses and 
Aaron centuries earlier in the wilderness (Numbers 16).
Meaning: This is one of the chapter's most striking turns: a descendant of a judged rebel 
became one of the most trusted, celebrated worship leaders in David's kingdom. It's 
living proof that ancestry doesn't determine des�ny - a family's worst moment doesn't 
have to define every genera�on that follows.
Lesson: You are not sentenced to repeat your ancestors' failures. I look at what you do 
with your own life and your own choices - redemp�on is always available, no ma�er 
what came before you.
See Also: Numbers 16:31-33 - Korah's rebellion and judgment; Psalm 84 �tle - 'A Psalm 
for the sons of Korah', showing this family's eventual role in worship and song.

6:38 (KJV) The son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel.
(B:E Project) Izhar was the son of Kohath, who was the son of Levi, who was the son of 
Israel.

Context: This completes Heman's genealogy, tracing all the way back to Israel himself - 
the patriarch Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel and whose twelve sons became 
the twelve tribes.
Meaning: By running the line all the way back to Jacob/Israel, the text roots Heman's 
calling in the very founda�on of the na�on - his right to lead worship isn't a recent 
inven�on, it's �ed to Israel's origin as a people.
Lesson: Knowing your roots all the way back can steady you when the present feels 
uncertain. I want you to know you're part of something with deep roots - that gives you 
a place to stand, not a cage to sit in.
See Also: Genesis 32:28 - Jacob's name changed to Israel, the ancestor this genealogy 
reaches back to.

6:39 (KJV) And his brother Asaph, who stood on his right hand, even Asaph the son of 
Berachiah, the son of Shimea,
(B:E Project) Heman's colleague, who stood at his right hand, was Asaph, the son of 
Berachiah, the son of Shimea.

Context: Asaph is introduced as the second of the three chief musicians David 
appointed. He becomes hugely significant beyond this chapter - twelve psalms in the 
Book of Psalms (50, 73-83) are a�ributed to him or his descendants.
Meaning: Standing 'at the right hand' signals a posi�on of honour and trust right next to 
the lead musician - Asaph wasn't an assistant in a lesser sense, but a recognised co-
leader. His family's later authorship of a substan�al chunk of the Psalms shows how 
seriously this musical calling was carried forward.

Lesson: Where you come from can give you standing to do what you're called to do, but 
it's your own life that has to live up to it. I care about what you actually do with your 
calling, not just the pedigree behind it.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:26-27 - the earlier appearance of Elkanah and Jeroham in this 
family's Kohathite line.

6:35 (KJV) The son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai,
(B:E Project) Toah was the son of Zuph, who was the son of Elkanah, who was the son of 
Mahath, who was the son of Amasai.

Context: The backward genealogy con�nues, and 'Zuph' here connects Heman's family 
to the district called Ramathaim-zophim, the hometown associated with Samuel's 
family in 1 Samuel 1:1.
Meaning: This detail quietly links Heman's ancestry to the same regional Levite family 
network that produced Samuel - sugges�ng these prominent worship and prophe�c 
families in Israel were more interconnected than a casual reading would suggest.
Lesson: The people who shape a community's spiritual life are o�en more connected to 
each other than it first appears - through shared roots, shared struggle, shared calling. I 
build my work through networks of ordinary, connected people, not isolated individuals.
See Also: 1 Samuel 1:1 - Elkanah described as 'of Ramathaimzophim,' echoing the name 
Zuph found in this verse.

6:36 (KJV) The son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,
(B:E Project) Elkanah was the son of Joel, who was the son of Azariah, who was the son 
of Zephaniah.

Context: The genealogy keeps moving backward through Heman's line toward its 
Kohathite and eventually Korahite roots.
Meaning: These names carry no further biblical detail, but their steady accumula�on 
con�nues building the case that Heman's authority to lead worship music rested on a 
long, documented family commitment to serving in the tabernacle.
Lesson: Consistency across genera�ons builds trust - in families, in ins�tu�ons, in 
rela�onships. I no�ce pa�erns of faithfulness sustained over �me far more than a single 
impressive moment.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:24 - Uzziah and Shaul in this same Kohathite branch, part of the 
wider family this line belongs to.

6:37 (KJV) The son of Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,
(B:E Project) Tahath was the son of Assir, who was the son of Ebiasaph, who was the son 
of Korah.
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Meaning: This is a useful moment to no�ce how the same names cycle through Israelite 
genealogies; readers shouldn't assume every repeated name refers to the same person, 
and the original audience, closely tracking family lines, would have understood the 
dis�nc�on from context.
Lesson: Two people can carry the exact same name and s�ll be en�rely different 
individuals with different callings. I never mistake one person for another just because 
their labels match - I know each of you by more than your name.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:44 - the different, more prominent Ethan appointed as one of 
David's three chief musicians.

6:43 (KJV) The son of Jahath, the son of Gershom, the son of Levi.
(B:E Project) Jahath was the son of Gershom, who was the son of Levi.

Context: This closes Asaph's genealogy, connec�ng him back through the Gershom 
branch of Levi's family - comple�ng the picture that all three chief musicians (Heman, 
Asaph, and the coming Ethan) descended from the three different original sons of Levi.
Meaning: By the �me all three musicians' lineages are given, a pa�ern becomes clear: 
David deliberately drew his top musical leadership from all three Levite branches - 
Kohath, Gershom, and (next) Merari - rather than favouring just one family. It shows a 
leader inten�onally building unity and shared ownership across the whole tribe.
Lesson: Good leadership draws talent and honour from every corner of a community, 
not just from one favoured group. I want every part of the body to have a voice and a 
role, not just the ones who happen to be closest to power.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 15:17 - Heman, Asaph, and Ethan named together as the three 
musicians David appointed, confirming this deliberate spread across the Levite 
branches.

6:44 (KJV) And their brethren the sons of Merari stood on the le� hand: Ethan the son of Kishi, 
the son of Abdi, the son of Malluch,
(B:E Project) Their fellow Levites, the sons of Merari, stood on the le� side: Ethan, son of 
Kishi, son of Abdi, son of Malluch.

Context: This introduces Ethan, the third of David's three chief musicians, from the 
Merari branch of the Levites - comple�ng the trio alongside Heman (Kohath) and Asaph 
(Gershom).
Meaning: 'Standing on the le�' mirrors Asaph standing 'on the right' of Heman in verse 
39 - a picture of a deliberately balanced worship team, posi�oned together rather than 
one domina�ng the others.
Lesson: There's dignity in every posi�on on a team, not just the centre one. I don't rank 
people by which side they stand on - I care about the wholehearted effort each person 
brings to their part.

Lesson: Being someone's right-hand person is a real posi�on of honour, not a 
consola�on prize. I value partnership and support just as highly as leadership out front - 
both are needed, and both ma�er to me.
See Also: Psalm 73:1 and Psalm 50:1 - psalms explicitly a�ributed to Asaph, the very 
man named in this verse.

6:40 (KJV) The son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah, the son of Malchiah,
(B:E Project) Berachiah was the son of Michael, who was the son of Baaseiah, who was 
the son of Malchiah.

Context: This begins tracing Asaph's ancestry backward, establishing his family's Levite 
creden�als through the Gershom branch (as later verses will show).
Meaning: As with Heman, the writer wants readers to see that Asaph's musical 
authority was grounded in a real, named family history rather than appearing out of 
nowhere.
Lesson: Skill given room to grow inside a suppor�ve tradi�on tends to flourish further 
than talent le� to develop alone. I place people in families and communi�es on purpose, 
not by accident.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:43 - the end of Asaph's line, reaching back to Gershom and Levi.

6:41 (KJV) The son of Ethni, the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah,
(B:E Project) Michael was the son of Ethni, who was the son of Zerah, who was the son 
of Adaiah.

Context: The backward genealogy of Asaph con�nues through several more 
genera�ons with no other biblical men�on of these par�cular men.
Meaning: As throughout this chapter, most of these ancestors are otherwise unknown 
- their only recorded legacy is contribu�ng, genera�on a�er genera�on, to the family 
line that eventually produced one of Israel's greatest worship leaders.
Lesson: You may never know exactly how your steady, unseen efforts feed into 
something meaningful further down the line. I do know, and that's o�en enough reason 
to keep going faithfully.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:21 - Zerah also appears as a name in the earlier Gershom line, 
this family's wider network.

6:42 (KJV) The son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah, the son of Shimei,
(B:E Project) Ethan was the son of Zimmah, who was the son of Shimei.

Context: Note: this Ethan is a different individual from the Ethan named as the third 
chief musician later in the chapter (verse 44) - the name recurs in the family, as with 
'Elkanah' earlier.
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Lesson: Real unity isn't sameness - it's different backgrounds, different branches, all 
bringing their gi� to the same shared purpose. I build my community the same way: 
many different threads, one shared song.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:1 - the original three sons of Levi (Gershon, Kohath, Merari) 
whose descendants Heman, Asaph, and Ethan represent.

6:48 (KJV) Their brethren also the Levites were appointed unto all manner of service of the 
tabernacle of the house of God.
(B:E Project) Their fellow Levites were assigned to do all sorts of other work connected 
with the tabernacle, the house of God.

Context: A�er detailing the priestly line and the three chief musicians, the chapter now 
zooms out to note that the vast majority of Levites - who weren't priests or lead singers 
- s�ll had real, necessary work to do in suppor�ng Israel's central place of worship.
Meaning: This is a deliberate reminder that most Levites weren't priests offering 
sacrifices or famous musicians - they did the prac�cal, unglamorous work that kept the 
whole system running: carrying, se�ng up, maintaining, guarding. Their contribu�on 
ma�ered just as much as the more visible roles.
Lesson: Not everyone gets to be the one people no�ce, and that's fine - the person who 
quietly keeps things running is just as essen�al as the one at the front. I see and value 
every kind of contribu�on, seen or unseen.
See Also: Numbers 4:1-33 - the detailed assignment of prac�cal tabernacle du�es to the 
different Levite families in the wilderness.

6:49 (KJV) But Aaron and his sons offered upon the altar of the burnt offering, and on the altar 
of incense, and were appointed for all the work of the place most holy, and to make an 
atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded.
(B:E Project) But it was Aaron and his descendants who offered sacrifices on the altar of 
burnt offering and the altar of incense, and who were responsible for all the work 
connected with the most holy place, making atonement for Israel, exactly as Moses, 
God's servant, had commanded.

Context: This dis�nguishes the specific, exclusive priestly du�es reserved for Aaron's 
direct descendants from the broader suppor�ng work of the rest of the Levites just 
men�oned. Atonement - offering sacrifices to restore a right rela�onship between the 
people and God - was uniquely the priests' job.
Meaning: The text draws a clear line: general Levite service was open to the wider tribe, 
but the specific priestly func�on of making atonement was restricted to Aaron's line, 
done 'exactly as Moses commanded' - underscoring that this wasn't an arrangement 
anyone invented for convenience, but one traced back to specific, binding instruc�ons.
Lesson: Some responsibili�es carry real weight and shouldn't be treated casually or 
claimed by just anyone - care and order around what ma�ers most is a form of respect, 

See Also: 1 Chronicles 15:19 - Ethan named alongside Heman and Asaph as one of 
David's appointed musicians playing bronze cymbals.

6:45 (KJV) The son of Hashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,
(B:E Project) Hashabiah was the son of Amaziah, who was the son of Hilkiah.

Context: This con�nues tracing Ethan's genealogy backward through the Merari line, 
following the same pa�ern established for Heman and Asaph.
Meaning: As with the other two musicians, this passage grounds Ethan's role in a 
documented family line, trea�ng musical leadership in worship as something with real 
accountability and heritage, not an improvised or casual posi�on.
Lesson: Taking a role seriously o�en means understanding and honouring what came 
before you in it. I'm honoured by people who treat their responsibili�es, however 
humble, as worth doing properly.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:13 - a different Hilkiah in the priestly line, a reminder of how 
names recur across this family's many branches.

6:46 (KJV) The son of Amzi, the son of Bani, the son of Shamer,
(B:E Project) Amzi was the son of Bani, who was the son of Shamer.

Context: The genealogy con�nues to trace Ethan's Merarite ancestry, moving through 
genera�ons with no further biblical detail available.
Meaning: Like so much of this chapter, these names exist to complete an honest and full 
record rather than to teach a drama�c lesson - and that completeness is itself part of the 
point: nobody in this sacred service got le� off the record.
Lesson: Being counted and remembered, even briefly, is a form of dignity. I keep 
account of every life, even the ones history otherwise forgets.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:19 - Merari, the founding ancestor this en�re branch of the 
family descends from.

6:47 (KJV) The son of Mahli, the son of Mushi, the son of Merari, the son of Levi.
(B:E Project) Mahli was the son of Mushi, who was the son of Merari, who was the son 
of Levi.

Context: This completes Ethan's genealogy, tracing him all the way back to Merari and 
then Levi - matching the same 'back to the tribal founder' pa�ern used for Heman and 
Asaph.
Meaning: With all three musicians' lineages now traced back to Levi, the chapter has 
shown that David's chief worship leaders represented the full breadth of the Levite tribe 
- a small but telling detail about how carefully Israel's worship was organised to include 
every branch of this priestly family.
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the priestly succession before the chapter moves on to describe where these priests 
actually lived.
Lesson: Knowing the same truth from more than one angle - detailed and summarised - 
deepens understanding rather than just repea�ng it. I want you to know things 
thoroughly, not just once.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:7 - the fuller account of Meraioth and Amariah earlier in this 
chapter's first genealogy.

6:53 (KJV) Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son.
(B:E Project) Zadok his son, and Ahimaaz his son.

Context: This ends the condensed Aaronic genealogy at exactly the same point as the 
fuller version did in verse 8 - with Zadok, David's loyal priest, and his son Ahimaaz, the 
runner who brought David news during Absalom's rebellion.
Meaning: Ending both versions of the priestly genealogy at Zadok and Ahimaaz - 
contemporaries of David - signals that this list was compiled with David's era in view as 
its natural stopping point, before the chapter turns to the prac�cal ma�er of where all 
these Levite families actually se�led and lived.
Lesson: Knowing where a story naturally pauses helps you appreciate its shape. I've 
placed you at a specific point in a much longer story too - your task is to live faithfully in 
your chapter, not to demand to see the whole book at once.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:8 - the iden�cal stopping point in the fuller version of this 
genealogy earlier in the chapter.

6:54 (KJV) Now these are their dwelling places throughout their castles in their coasts, of the 
sons of Aaron, of the families of the Kohathites: for theirs was the lot.
(B:E Project) These were the places where Aaron's descendants, from the Kohathite 
families, actually lived, region by region - because the first choice of territory fell to them 
by lot.

Context: The chapter shi�s from genealogy to geography: since the Levites received no 
large tribal territory of their own (unlike the other tribes), they were instead given 
specific ci�es sca�ered throughout the other tribes' lands to live in. This sec�on explains 
how that alloca�on, first commanded in Numbers 35, was actually carried out.
Meaning: The phrase 'by lot' ma�ers - the priests didn't get to pick the best or most 
convenient towns for themselves; the choice was le� to what the Israelites understood 
as God's guidance through a random draw, removing any suspicion of favouri�sm or 
self-serving manipula�on in doling out land to the most powerful religious family in the 
na�on.
Lesson: Le�ng go of control over your own advantage, and trus�ng a fair process 
instead of grabbing the best for yourself, builds real trust with the people around you. 

not exclusion for its own sake. I honour people who take seriously the trust placed in 
them.
See Also: Hebrews 5:1-4 - the New Testament's reflec�on on how every high priest, 
including Aaron, was specifically called and appointed, not self-appointed.

6:50 (KJV) And these are the sons of Aaron; Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, Abishua his son,
(B:E Project) These were Aaron's descendants: Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son, 
Abishua his son.

Context: This starts a second, shorter recap of the Aaronic priestly line, essen�ally 
repea�ng the opening of the chapter's first genealogy (verses 4-5), likely to close out the 
chapter's priestly material before moving into the ci�es sec�on.
Meaning: Repea�ng this line again reinforces just how central this par�cular family was 
to Israel's en�re religious system - the writer wants the reader to leave this sec�on with 
the Aaronic succession firmly fixed in mind before moving on to where these priests 
actually lived.
Lesson: Some truths are worth repea�ng un�l they're firmly understood. I don't mind 
saying the same important thing more than once if it helps it truly land.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:4-5 - the iden�cal start of this same genealogy given earlier in 
the chapter.

6:51 (KJV) Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son,
(B:E Project) Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son.

Context: This con�nues the repeated, condensed version of the Aaronic priestly 
genealogy already given in fuller form earlier in the chapter (verses 5-6).
Meaning: This condensed repeat func�ons like a summary - trimming the earlier list 
down to its essen�al chain, useful for readers who need the line at a glance rather than 
the fuller account with its historical asides.
Lesson: Some�mes the most useful thing you can give someone isn't more detail, but a 
clear, simple summary of what actually ma�ers. I value clarity as much as depth.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:5-6 - the fuller version of this same stretch of the priestly line, 
given earlier in the chapter.

6:52 (KJV) Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son,
(B:E Project) Meraioth his son, Amariah his son, Ahitub his son.

Context: The condensed priestly genealogy con�nues, mirroring verses 7 and part of 11 
from the fuller list earlier in the chapter.
Meaning: By this point the pa�ern is unmistakable: this is deliberately the same 
informa�on, restated more briefly, func�oning as a kind of index or quick reference to 
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See Also: Joshua 14:13-14 - Caleb specifically receiving Hebron as his inheritance for his 
faithfulness as one of the twelve spies.

6:57 (KJV) And to the sons of Aaron they gave the ci�es of Judah, namely, Hebron, the city of 
refuge, and Libnah with her suburbs, and Ja�r, and Eshtemoa, with their suburbs,
(B:E Project) The sons of Aaron were given the ci�es of Judah, including Hebron - a city 
of refuge - along with Libnah, Ja�r, and Eshtemoa, with their surrounding pasture lands.

Context: This lists the specific ci�es in Judah's territory allo�ed to the priestly family, 
with Hebron highlighted again for its special status as a 'city of refuge' - a place where 
someone who had killed another person accidentally could flee for protec�on from 
revenge un�l a fair trial could happen.
Meaning: The ci�es of refuge were a genuinely humane legal innova�on: they built in a 
cooling-off, due-process space so that a tragic accident wouldn't automa�cally escalate 
into an endless cycle of retaliatory killing between families. That the priests' own home 
ci�es doubled as refuge ci�es is fi�ng - the people responsible for atonement and 
reconcilia�on also provided literal physical sanctuary.
Lesson: Jus�ce done in anger, without space to establish the truth first, tends to create 
more harm, not less. I want you to be a place of refuge for people caught in situa�ons 
more complicated than they first appear, rather than rushing straight to punishment.
See Also: Numbers 35:9-15 and Joshua 20:7 - the law establishing ci�es of refuge, 
including Hebron, for those who killed someone uninten�onally.

6:58 (KJV) And Hilen with her suburbs, Debir with her suburbs,
(B:E Project) They were also given Hilen with its pasture lands, and Debir with its pasture 
lands.

Context: This con�nues the list of towns in Judah given to the Kohathite priests, filling 
out the fuller inventory summarised in verse 57's brief 'with their suburbs'.
Meaning: Debir was a significant Canaanite city captured during the conquest under 
Joshua and Caleb; its inclusion here shows that land won through real struggle 
genera�ons earlier was now being handed on peacefully to a new purpose - housing the 
priests who served the whole na�on.
Lesson: What was fought for in one genera�on o�en becomes a quiet, se�led 
inheritance for the next, used for en�rely different purposes than the original ba�le. I 
want you to use what was hard-won by others before you with gra�tude, not 
carelessness.
See Also: Joshua 15:15-17 - the earlier capture of Debir during the conquest, led by 
Caleb's family.

6:59 (KJV) And Ashan with her suburbs, and Bethshemesh with her suburbs:

I'm drawn to people who choose fairness even when they have the power to �lt things 
in their own favour.
See Also: Numbers 35:1-8 - God's original command that the Levites be given ci�es 
sca�ered among the other tribes, with surrounding pasture land.

6:55 (KJV) And they gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, and the suburbs thereof round 
about it.
(B:E Project) They were given Hebron in the territory of Judah, along with the pasture 
lands surrounding it.

Context: Hebron is one of the most historically significant ci�es in the Bible - it's where 
Abraham se�led and bought a burial site (Genesis 23), and it later became David's first 
capital before he moved to Jerusalem. Giving it to Aaron's priestly family was a mark of 
real honour.
Meaning: Handing the priests one of the most storied, sacred ci�es in Israelite memory 
shows how highly this priestly line was regarded - Hebron wasn't just any town, it carried 
centuries of patriarchal history bound up in it.
Lesson: The places and roles I give people o�en carry meaning that reaches back further 
than they first realise. Pay a�en�on to the weight of what's been entrusted to you - it 
usually means more than it first appears.
See Also: Genesis 23:17-20 - Abraham purchasing the cave of Machpelah at Hebron, the 
origin of the city's deep significance.

6:56 (KJV) But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, they gave to Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh.
(B:E Project) But the open farmland and villages around the city itself were given to 
Caleb, son of Jephunneh.

Context: This clarifies an important dis�nc�on: the priests got the city of Hebron itself 
and its immediate suburbs, but the surrounding farmland belonged separately to Caleb, 
the faithful spy from the exodus genera�on who had been personally promised this 
territory by Moses for his courage and loyalty.
Meaning: This detail shows the alloca�on wasn't a blanket handover - it was carefully 
divided so that Caleb's earlier, specific promise from Moses (for standing firm when the 
other spies gave in to fear) was honoured alongside the priests' new claim to the city 
itself. Two legi�mate promises, made at different �mes, were both kept without 
cancelling each other out.
Lesson: Keeping one promise doesn't have to mean breaking another - with care and 
fairness, more than one person's righ�ul claim can be honoured at the same �me. I 
don't forget commitments made long ago, even when new arrangements come along 
later.

Page 104 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 105Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



Context: Having covered the priestly branch of Kohath (Aaron's descendants), the 
chapter now turns to the remaining non-priestly Kohathite Levites, who received their 
own separate alloca�on of ci�es from the eastern half of Manasseh's tribal land.
Meaning: This dis�nguishes clearly between priests (a small, specific family within 
Kohath) and the much larger number of ordinary Kohathite Levites who did other kinds 
of service - both groups needed homes, and both received them fairly, but from 
different territories.
Lesson: Fair provision looks different for different roles, and that's not unfairness - it's 
recognising that not everyone needs, or should have, exactly the same thing. I care that 
everyone's genuine needs are met, even when the shape of that provision varies.
See Also: Joshua 21:5 - the parallel record of this same alloca�on to the remaining 
Kohathite families.

6:62 (KJV) And to the sons of Gershom throughout their families out of the tribe of Issachar, 
and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe of 
Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen ci�es.
(B:E Project) The sons of Gershom, by their families, were given thirteen ci�es out of the 
territories of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the part of Manasseh located in Bashan.

Context: This covers the Gershomite branch's land alloca�on, spread across four 
different tribal territories in the northern part of Israel, including the fer�le region of 
Bashan east of the Jordan.
Meaning: Spreading the Gershomite Levites across four separate northern tribes meant 
that worship-related teaching and priestly presence reached communi�es far from 
Jerusalem - no region of Israel was le� en�rely without access to a Levite family living 
nearby.
Lesson: Good, meaningful presence shouldn't be concentrated only where it's already 
easy to find - it should reach the places furthest from the centre too. I want my presence 
and my people spread wide, not clustered only where it's most comfortable.
See Also: Joshua 21:27 - the parallel lis�ng of Gershomite ci�es in Bashan and the 
northern tribes.

6:63 (KJV) Unto the sons of Merari were given by lot, throughout their families, out of the tribe 
of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve ci�es.
(B:E Project) The sons of Merari, by their families, were given twelve ci�es by lot out of 
the territories of Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.

Context: This completes the third branch's alloca�on, drawing from tribes both east of 
the Jordan (Reuben and Gad) and within Israel proper (Zebulun), ensuring the Merarite 
Levites, too, were spread across a wide geographic range.

(B:E Project) And Ashan with its pasture lands, and Beth-shemesh with its pasture lands.

Context: This con�nues the list of Judahite towns given to Aaron's family; Beth-shemesh 
is notably where the ark of the covenant was returned by the Philis�nes a�er it had been 
captured in ba�le, and where it briefly rested before con�nuing on toward Jerusalem (1 
Samuel 6).
Meaning: Beth-shemesh's inclusion connects this administra�ve list to a vivid, drama�c 
story readers may already know - the ark's return, welcomed at first with joy but then 
marred by tragedy when some of the town's men looked into it out of curiosity and were 
struck down. It's a reminder that sacred things demand real respect, not casual handling.
Lesson: Curiosity is good, but some things deserve reverence rather than careless 
handling - especially anything that carries real weight or meaning for other people. I ask 
you to approach what's sacred to others, and to me, with humility rather than 
presump�on.
See Also: 1 Samuel 6:10-20 - the ark's return to Beth-shemesh and the tragic 
consequence of some townspeople trea�ng it carelessly.

6:60 (KJV) And out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba with her suburbs, and Alemeth with her 
suburbs, and Anathoth with her suburbs. All their ci�es throughout their families were 
thirteen ci�es.
(B:E Project) And from the tribe of Benjamin: Geba with its pasture lands, Alemeth with 
its pasture lands, and Anathoth with its pasture lands. In total, thirteen ci�es were given 
to these families.

Context: This finishes the list of towns given to Aaron's priestly descendants, adding 
three from Benjamin's territory to the earlier ones from Judah and Simeon, for a total of 
thirteen ci�es. Anathoth later becomes famous as the hometown of the prophet 
Jeremiah.
Meaning: The careful final tally - thirteen ci�es - shows this wasn't a vague gesture but a 
specific, accountable alloca�on; everyone could check the record and know exactly 
what the priestly family had received. Anathoth's men�on quietly links this list to a major 
prophet who would arise from this priestly town genera�ons later.
Lesson: Being precise and accountable about what's given and received builds las�ng 
trust between people. I value transparency - clear commitments, honestly kept, over 
vague promises le� unchecked.
See Also: Jeremiah 1:1 - the prophet Jeremiah iden�fied as one of the priests at 
Anathoth, the very town listed in this verse.

6:61 (KJV) And unto the sons of Kohath, which were le� of the family of that tribe, were ci�es 
given out of the half tribe, namely, out of the half tribe of Manasseh, by lot, ten ci�es.
(B:E Project) The rest of Kohath's family, not yet accounted for, were given ten ci�es out 
of the territory of the half-tribe of Manasseh, decided by lot.
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speak of you by name, specifically, not as part of an anonymous mass.
See Also: Joshua 21:9-16 - the fuller, individually-named list of these same southern 
ci�es given to Aaron's descendants.

6:66 (KJV) And the residue of the families of the sons of Kohath had ci�es of their coasts out of 
the tribe of Ephraim.
(B:E Project) The remaining Kohathite families received ci�es from within the territory of 
Ephraim.

Context: This begins a more detailed breakdown of exactly which towns the non-priestly 
Kohathite Levites received, star�ng with Ephraim - one of the two dominant tribes in the 
northern kingdom, descended from Joseph's son.
Meaning: Placing Levite families within Ephraim's territory meant that even this 
powerful, some�mes rival, northern tribe had priestly and Levite presence living right 
among them - a built-in check and connec�on between Ephraim's people and the wider 
na�on's shared worship system.
Lesson: Even communi�es that pull toward their own separate iden�ty need 
connec�on to something shared and larger than themselves. I plant reminders of 
belonging in places that might otherwise dri� toward isola�on.
See Also: Joshua 21:20-22 - the parallel record of Kohathite ci�es specifically within 
Ephraim's territory.

6:67 (KJV) And they gave unto them, of the ci�es of refuge, Shechem in mount Ephraim with 
her suburbs; they gave also Gezer with her suburbs,
(B:E Project) They were given Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, a city of refuge, 
along with its pasture lands; and also Gezer with its pasture lands.

Context: Shechem carries enormous historical weight - it's where Abraham first built an 
altar in Canaan (Genesis 12:6-7), where Jacob se�led and dug a well, where Joseph's 
bones were finally buried (Joshua 24:32), and where Joshua later renewed Israel's 
covenant with God. It also served as a city of refuge.
Meaning: Giving the Levites a city as historically loaded as Shechem, and marking it a 
refuge city on top of that, �es together protec�on and sacred memory in one place - it 
was somewhere both physically safe for the vulnerable and steeped in the na�on's 
founding story.
Lesson: The places that hold your history and the places that offer you safety don't have 
to be different places. I want you to find both memory and refuge woven together in the 
same community, if you look for it.
See Also: Joshua 24:1,25 - Joshua renewing Israel's covenant with God at Shechem, one 
of the most significant gatherings in the na�on's history.

6:68 (KJV) And Jokmeam with her suburbs, and Bethhoron with her suburbs,

Meaning: With all three Levite branches now given ci�es spanning nearly the en�re 
map of Israel's tribal territories, the overall picture is one of deliberate, na�onwide 
distribu�on - the priestly and Levite presence wasn't clustered in one region, but woven 
through the whole country.
Lesson: Something meant to serve everyone works best when it's genuinely reachable 
by everyone, not just those who happen to live near the centre of power. I want what I 
offer to be within reach wherever you are, not reserved for those closest to the ac�on.
See Also: Joshua 21:34-40 - the parallel record of Merari's ci�es in Reuben, Gad, and 
Zebulun.

6:64 (KJV) And the children of Israel gave to the Levites these ci�es with their suburbs.
(B:E Project) So the Israelites gave the Levites these ci�es, along with their surrounding 
pasture lands.

Context: This is a brief summary statement confirming that the whole alloca�on process 
described across the preceding verses was actually carried out by 'the children of Israel' 
- the na�on as a whole, not just a decree on paper.
Meaning: The verse insists that this wasn't just a theore�cal plan recorded by Moses 
genera�ons earlier - the other Israelite tribes genuinely followed through and handed 
over real ci�es and land, giving up a por�on of their own inheritance to provide for the 
Levites who had none of their own.
Lesson: A promise only means something once it's actually kept in prac�ce, not just 
wri�en down with good inten�ons. I look for the follow-through, the actual giving, not 
just the plan to give.
See Also: Joshua 21:3 - the earlier record of Israel actually giving these ci�es, fulfilling 
God's command through Moses.

6:65 (KJV) And they gave by lot out of the tribe of the children of Judah, and out of the tribe of 
the children of Simeon, and out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, these ci�es, which 
are called by their names.
(B:E Project) They assigned these ci�es by lot from the territories of Judah, Simeon, and 
Benjamin, and each city was known by its own specific name.

Context: This is a closing summary for the southern por�on of the alloca�on - the ci�es 
given to Aaron's priestly line specifically came from these three tribes, and each one was 
individually named, not just described in general terms.
Meaning: Naming each city individually, rather than simply saying 'they got some towns 
down south', reflects the same careful, documented precision that runs through this 
whole chapter - real families were given real, specific, iden�fiable homes.
Lesson: Specificity is a form of respect - naming exactly what someone was given, rather 
than speaking vaguely, treats both the gi� and the person receiving it as significant. I 
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family lived across the land.
Lesson: Finishing well and accoun�ng for every part ma�ers, not just star�ng strong. I 
care about the follow-through that closes a task properly, not just the impressive 
opening moves.
See Also: Joshua 21:25 - the parallel record naming these same towns in western 
Manasseh given to the Kohathites.

6:71 (KJV) Unto the sons of Gershom were given out of the family of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, and Ashtaroth with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) The sons of Gershom were given, from the family of the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, Golan in Bashan with its pasture lands, and Ashtaroth with its pasture lands.

Context: This begins the Gershomite branch's specific city list; Golan (from which the 
modern Golan Heights takes its name) was also designated a city of refuge, offering 
protec�on east of the Jordan for that region's popula�on.
Meaning: Placing a refuge city as far out as Bashan, well beyond the Jordan and the 
heartland, shows the system of protec�on and priestly presence wasn't limited to the 
most central or convenient regions - people living on the fron�er deserved the same 
access to safety and worship as everyone else.
Lesson: Care for people at the edges, not only those at the centre, is a mark of real 
jus�ce. I make sure refuge and belonging reach the outskirts, not just wherever the 
crowd already gathers.
See Also: Joshua 20:8 and Joshua 21:27 - Golan named as a city of refuge east of the 
Jordan for the Gershomite Levites.

6:72 (KJV) And out of the tribe of Issachar; Kedesh with her suburbs, Daberath with her 
suburbs,
(B:E Project) And from the tribe of Issachar: Kedesh with its pasture lands, and Daberath 
with its pasture lands.

Context: This con�nues the Gershomite city list, moving into Issachar's territory in the 
fer�le Jezreel Valley region of northern Israel.
Meaning: As with earlier entries, this simply and carefully documents exactly which 
towns this Levite family received, extending the record of na�onwide Levite presence 
into yet another tribal region.
Lesson: Thoroughness in caring for people - making sure no group and no place is quietly 
skipped - reflects real integrity. I no�ce when something is done completely and fairly, 
not just partway.
See Also: Joshua 21:28 - the parallel lis�ng of these Issachar towns given to Gershom's 
family.

(B:E Project) And Jokmeam with its pasture lands, and Beth-horon with its pasture lands.

Context: Beth-horon was strategically important - it sat along a major pass connec�ng 
the coastal plain to the hill country, and was the site of a famous ba�le where Joshua's 
forces pursued a coali�on of Canaanite kings (Joshua 10).
Meaning: This town's military history - a place where God was understood to have given 
Israel a decisive victory - being handed to a Levite family for peaceful se�lement reflects 
the broader pa�ern in this chapter: former ba�legrounds becoming quiet, ongoing 
homes for people devoted to worship and service.
Lesson: Places once defined by conflict can become places of se�led peace and purpose 
- the story of a place doesn't have to stay frozen in its most violent chapter. I'm always 
working to turn old ba�legrounds into somewhere life can be lived well.
See Also: Joshua 10:10-11 - the ba�le near Beth-horon where Joshua's forces won a 
major victory.

6:69 (KJV) And Aijalon with her suburbs, and Gathrimmon with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) And Aijalon with its pasture lands, and Gath-rimmon with its pasture lands.

Context: Aijalon is famous from Joshua 10 as the valley where, according to the account, 
the sun and moon 'stood s�ll' during Israel's ba�le against the Amorite coali�on - one of 
the most vivid and debated images in the conquest narra�ve.
Meaning: As with Beth-horon just before it, Aijalon's inclusion here connects this quiet 
administra�ve list to a place remembered for one of the most drama�c moments in 
Israel's na�onal memory, again turning a site of past conflict into ordinary, se�led Levite 
life.
Lesson: Drama�c, larger-than-life moments and quiet, everyday living both have their 
place in a full life - you don't need every day to be extraordinary for it to ma�er. I'm just 
as present in the ordinary Tuesday as I am in the moment people s�ll talk about years 
later.
See Also: Joshua 10:12-13 - the famous account of the sun standing s�ll over the valley 
of Aijalon.

6:70 (KJV) And out of the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner with her suburbs, and Bileam with her 
suburbs, for the family of the remnant of the sons of Kohath.
(B:E Project) And from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner with its pasture lands, and 
Bileam with its pasture lands - given to the rest of the Kohathite family.

Context: This finishes the Kohathite branch's land alloca�on, adding two more towns 
from the western half of Manasseh's territory to what they'd already received from 
Ephraim.
Meaning: This closes out the Kohathites' full geographic spread - Ephraim plus part of 
Manasseh - comple�ng a clear, checkable record of exactly where this en�re Levite 
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6:76 (KJV) And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedesh in Galilee with her suburbs, and Hammon 
with her suburbs, and Kirjathaim with her suburbs.
(B:E Project) And from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee with its pasture lands, 
Hammon with its pasture lands, and Kirjathaim with its pasture lands.

Context: This finishes the Gershomite branch's alloca�on with towns from Naphtali in 
the far north of Israel, including Kedesh in Galilee, another of the six ci�es of refuge - the 
same Galilee region where, centuries later, Jesus would grow up and carry out much of 
his ministry.
Meaning: This obscure administra�ve entry sits in the same region that later becomes 
the backdrop for Jesus's Galilean ministry - a reminder that this land had a long, layered 
history of God's people living, worshipping, and finding refuge there long before it 
became famous for anything else.
Lesson: The ground beneath a familiar story usually has a much deeper history than 
people first realise. I want you to appreciate the long story behind the places and 
moments you think you already know well.
See Also: Joshua 20:7 - Kedesh in Galilee named as one of the six ci�es of refuge; 
Ma�hew 4:12-16 - Jesus beginning his Galilean ministry in this same general region 
centuries later.

6:77 (KJV) Unto the rest of the children of Merari were given out of the tribe of Zebulun, 
Rimmon with her suburbs, Tabor with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) The rest of the Merarite family were given, from the tribe of Zebulun, 
Rimmon with its pasture lands, and Tabor with its pasture lands.

Context: This begins the final branch's city list - the Merarites - star�ng with towns in 
Zebulun's territory, including the area around Mount Tabor, a prominent landmark in 
northern Israel.
Meaning: With Merari's turn now underway, the chapter is working systema�cally to 
close out every remaining Levite family's alloca�on, leaving no branch unaccounted for 
by the chapter's end.
Lesson: Finishing a job means making sure everyone gets their fair share accounted for, 
right down to the last group. I don't lose track of the ones whose turn comes last.
See Also: Joshua 21:34-35 - the parallel record of these Zebulun towns given to the 
Merarite Levites.

6:78 (KJV) And on the other side Jordan by Jericho, on the east side of Jordan, were given them 
out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer in the wilderness with her suburbs, and Jahzah with her 
suburbs,
(B:E Project) And on the other side of the Jordan, near Jericho, on its eastern bank, they 
were given, from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its pasture lands, and 
Jahzah with its pasture lands.

6:73 (KJV) And Ramoth with her suburbs, and Anem with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) And Ramoth with its pasture lands, and Anem with its pasture lands.

Context: This finishes the Issachar por�on of the Gershomite alloca�on, con�nuing the 
detailed, town-by-town record of where this Levite branch se�led.
Meaning: The steady, unremarkable lis�ng con�nues to do its quiet work: establishing, 
beyond dispute, exactly what was given and to whom, protec�ng against future 
disputes over land rights.
Lesson: Clear records, kept honestly, prevent a lot of future conflict and confusion. I 
value the unglamorous discipline of ge�ng the details right, because it protects people 
down the line.
See Also: Joshua 21:29 - the parallel record naming these same Issachar towns.

6:74 (KJV) And out of the tribe of Asher; Mashal with her suburbs, and Abdon with her 
suburbs,
(B:E Project) And from the tribe of Asher: Mashal with its pasture lands, and Abdon with 
its pasture lands.

Context: The Gershomite alloca�on now moves into Asher's territory along Israel's 
northern coastal region.
Meaning: This con�nues extending Levite presence into yet another corner of the map 
- Asher's coastal territory - reinforcing that no tribe's land was le� without this 
connec�ve, worship-suppor�ng presence.
Lesson: Reaching every corner, even the ones furthest from the centre, is worth the 
deliberate effort it takes. I don't overlook the edges of any community for the sake of 
convenience.
See Also: Joshua 21:30 - the parallel lis�ng of these Asher towns given to the Gershomite 
Levites.

6:75 (KJV) And Hukok with her suburbs, and Rehob with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) And Hukok with its pasture lands, and Rehob with its pasture lands.

Context: This completes the Asher por�on of the list, con�nuing the detailed town-by-
town record for the Gershomite branch.
Meaning: Another pair of otherwise unremarkable towns, recorded here simply 
because accurate, complete record-keeping ma�ered enough to the original writer to 
include every single one.
Lesson: Completeness itself can be an act of care - making sure nothing and no one gets 
le� off the list, even when it would be easier to summarise and move on. I finish what I 
start, on your behalf.
See Also: Joshua 21:31 - the parallel record of these same Asher towns.
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Lesson: You never fully know what a place, or a rela�onship, or a moment will come to 
mean un�l much later. I ask you to treat even the plain, ordinary parts of your life with 
care, because you can't yet see everything they'll become.
See Also: Genesis 32:1-2 - Jacob naming Mahanaim a�er encountering angels there; 2 
Samuel 17:24 - David fleeing to Mahanaim during Absalom's rebellion.

6:81 (KJV) And Heshbon with her suburbs, and Jazer with her suburbs.
(B:E Project) And Heshbon with its pasture lands, and Jazer with its pasture lands.

Context: This closes the chapter with the final two towns in the Merarite alloca�on, both 
located in territory that had once belonged to Sihon, the Amorite king defeated by Israel 
on their way into the promised land (Numbers 21:21-26).
Meaning: The chapter ends, fi�ngly, on the same prac�cal, unglamorous note it largely 
maintained throughout - two more named towns, comple�ng a painstaking and 
complete record of where every Levite family, across all three branches, finally came to 
rest and live. A�er a chapter tracing high drama (priests, kings, rebellions, judgments, 
restored worship), it closes simply with the quiet, se�led fact of people having homes.
Lesson: A�er every drama�c season, what people ul�mately need is somewhere 
ordinary and se�led to live out their calling day by day. I care as much about giving you 
a stable place to belong as I do about the extraordinary moments - both are part of a 
whole life.
See Also: Numbers 21:25-26 - Heshbon as the former capital of Sihon's kingdom, 
conquered before Israel entered the promised land; Joshua 21:39 - the parallel record of 
Heshbon and Jazer given to the Merarite Levites.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 7

Chapter 7 of 1 Chronicles con�nues the detailed family histories of several Israelite tribes. It begins 
by lis�ng the descendants of Issachar, including their brave warriors and their impressive 
numbers. The chapter then moves to the tribe of Benjamin, highligh�ng their family leaders and 
military forces. A brief men�on is made of Naphtali, followed by a more extensive record of 
Manasseh and Ephraim's family lines. This sec�on includes some interes�ng events, like a ba�le 
involving Ephraim's sons and descrip�ons of their lands. The chapter concludes by tracing the 
lineage of Asher, detailing the names of their prominent and courageous men, along with their 
military count. The main purpose of this chapter is to document the heritage and military strength 
of these important tribes.

7:1 (KJV) Now the sons of Issachar were, Tola, and Puah, Jashub, and Shimrom, four.
(B:E Project) Issachar's sons were Tola, Puah, Jashub and Shimrom - four sons in all.

     CHAPTER 7

Context: This moves the Merarite alloca�on across the Jordan River into Reuben's 
territory; Bezer was also one of the six ci�es of refuge, this one serving the tribes se�led 
east of the Jordan.
Meaning: Placing a refuge city out in Reuben's wilderness territory, some distance from 
the main popula�on centres west of the Jordan, shows the system was designed for 
genuine, prac�cal accessibility - someone fleeing for safety in that remote eastern 
region didn't have to cross the en�re country to find protec�on.
Lesson: Real fairness means the help you offer actually reaches the people furthest from 
the centre, not just those already nearby. I make sure refuge is within reach wherever 
you happen to find yourself, not only in the places that are easiest for me to serve.
See Also: Joshua 20:8 - Bezer named as a city of refuge east of the Jordan for the 
Reubenites.

6:79 (KJV) Kedemoth also with her suburbs, and Mephaath with her suburbs:
(B:E Project) Also Kedemoth with its pasture lands, and Mephaath with its pasture lands.

Context: This finishes the Reuben por�on of the Merarite branch's alloca�on, 
con�nuing the detailed geographic record.
Meaning: As throughout, the specific, checkable naming of each town underlines that 
this whole system was concrete and enforceable, not a vague aspira�on le� to 
interpreta�on.
Lesson: Good inten�ons become real only when they're carried out in specific, 
checkable ways. I want your commitments to me and to others to be concrete, not just 
well-meant in theory.
See Also: Joshua 21:37 - the parallel lis�ng of these same Reuben towns given to 
Merari's family.

6:80 (KJV) And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead with her suburbs, and Mahanaim 
with her suburbs,
(B:E Project) And from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture lands, and 
Mahanaim with its pasture lands.

Context: This con�nues the Merarite alloca�on into Gad's territory; Ramoth in Gilead 
was also a city of refuge and later the site of major, deadly ba�les in the era of the 
divided kingdom (1 Kings 22, 2 Kings 9). Mahanaim was where Jacob once encountered 
angels (Genesis 32:1-2) and later where David fled during Absalom's rebellion.
Meaning: Both towns named here carry rich later history - one becomes a bloody 
contested ba�lefield, the other a place of both angelic encounter and a king's desperate 
refuge from his own son. Their inclusion in this quiet list is a reminder of how much 
unwri�en future history was s�ll ahead for towns that, at this point, are just names on a 
se�lement record.

Page 114 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 115Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



Meaning: No�ce how the text keeps calling these men 'chief men' or leaders - in a tribal 
society, leadership was inherited through recognised family lines, and being named here 
was itself a form of public honour and accountability.
Lesson: Being trusted to lead, even in a small family or community role, is worth taking 
seriously. I no�ce faithfulness in the small, unglamorous posi�ons just as much as in the 
grand ones.
See Also: Numbers 1:16 - the Israelite tribes' 'renowned' leaders were chosen the same 
way, by family headship.

7:4 (KJV) And with them, by their genera�ons, a�er the house of their fathers, were bands of 
soldiers for war, six and thirty thousand men: for they had many wives and sons.
(B:E Project) Along with them, according to their family records, they had bands of 
soldiers ready for war - thirty-six thousand men - because they had many wives and 
many sons.

Context: This verse explains the sheer scale of Issachar's figh�ng force by poin�ng to 
large households, a mark of prosperity and stability in the ancient world.
Meaning: Family size translated directly into military and economic strength in this 
culture - more sons meant more workers, more soldiers, more security. It is a reminder 
that ancient socie�es measured wellbeing very differently from how we do today, 
valuing large, extended households above almost everything else.
Lesson: Whatever measure of security you are chasing today - money, status, followers 
- people in this book measured it in family and community. Invest in the people around 
you; that is where real, las�ng strength has always come from.
See Also: Psalm 127:3-5 - children described as a reward and a source of strength for a 
household.

7:5 (KJV) And their brethren among all the families of Issachar were valiant men of might, 
reckoned in all by their genealogies fourscore and seven thousand.
(B:E Project) Their rela�ves across all of Issachar's families were also strong figh�ng men 
- eighty-seven thousand in total, according to their family records.

Context: This closes out the Issachar sec�on with a grand total, showing the tribe's full 
military and demographic strength as recorded in Israel's archives.
Meaning: Eighty-seven thousand is a huge number for a single tribe, underlining that 
Issachar - o�en overshadowed by tribes like Judah or Ephraim - was in fact a substan�al 
and capable part of the na�on.
Lesson: Do not assume the quieter people or groups around you are the weaker ones. 
Real strength is o�en carried by those who are not the loudest, and I see and value it just 
the same.

Context: This opens the record of Issachar, one of the twelve tribes descended from 
Jacob's fourth son by Leah. The Chronicler is working systema�cally through each tribe's 
family tree to show Israel's full make-up a�er the exile.
Meaning: A short, businesslike list like this can feel like it has nothing to say to a modern 
reader, but its real message is that a na�on is made of named families, not an 
anonymous mass. Every tribe, however minor it seems in the wider story, gets its 
founding genera�on wri�en down and remembered.
Lesson: I care about the ordinary names, not just the famous ones - your family line, 
however unremarkable it looks from the outside, is wri�en into the story I am telling. 
You do not need to be a headline to ma�er to me.
See Also: Genesis 46:13 - the same four sons of Issachar listed when Jacob's family first 
goes down into Egypt.

7:2 (KJV) And the sons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and 
Shemuel, heads of their father’s house, to wit, of Tola: they were valiant men of might in 
their genera�ons; whose number was in the days of David two and twenty thousand and 
six hundred.
(B:E Project) Tola's sons were Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Jibsam and Shemuel - heads 
of their family clans, all strong figh�ng men. In David's �me there were twenty-two 
thousand six hundred of them.

Context: The Chronicler, wri�ng genera�ons a�er David, is drawing on old military 
census records to show how numerous and capable Issachar's descendants had become 
by David's reign.
Meaning: The precise headcount is the point: this is a real, countable, organised people, 
not a vague folk memory. Naming the clan heads shows that Israel's strength was built 
family by family, with iden�fiable leaders responsible for their own households.
Lesson: Strength that lasts is built through genera�ons of people taking responsibility for 
their own household first. Lead your own small circle well, and you contribute to 
something far bigger than you can see.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:32 - men of Issachar later praised for understanding the �mes, 
showing this tribe's ongoing wisdom and capability.

7:3 (KJV) And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah: and the sons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and 
Joel, Ishiah, five: all of them chief men.
(B:E Project) Uzzi's son was Izrahiah, and Izrahiah's sons were Michael, Obadiah, Joel and 
Ishiah - five men, all leaders.

Context: The genealogy narrows down through one branch of Tola's family, con�nuing 
to track leadership within Issachar.
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Context: The list moves to Benjamin's second son, Becher, recording his nine sons by 
name.
Meaning: Some of these names reappear as place names later in Benjamin's territory 
(Anathoth and Alemeth both became towns), showing how families and geography 
were �ghtly linked - a man's descendants o�en gave their names to the land they 
se�led.
Lesson: The mark you leave does not have to be drama�c to be las�ng - some�mes it is 
simply your name a�ached to a place, a family, a habit of kindness that outlives you.
See Also: Jeremiah 1:1 - the prophet Jeremiah was from Anathoth, a town in Benjamin's 
territory carrying this ancestor's name.

7:9 (KJV) And the number of them, a�er their genealogy by their genera�ons, heads of the 
house of their fathers, mighty men of valour, was twenty thousand and two hundred.
(B:E Project) Their number, recorded according to their family lines as heads of 
households and mighty warriors, was twenty thousand two hundred.

Context: This gives the military headcount for Becher's branch of Benjamin, con�nuing 
the careful tribal census.
Meaning: Between Bela's and Becher's branches alone, Benjamin already accounts for 
over forty thousand figh�ng men - a reminder that this small tribe, despite its near-
destruc�on in Judges, became one of Israel's most ba�le-ready groups.
Lesson: What looks like a small or damaged beginning does not determine your ceiling. 
Given �me and care, recovery can produce real strength - never assume the worst 
chapter is the last one.
See Also: 1 Samuel 9:21 - Saul himself, from this rebuilt tribe of Benjamin, calls it the 
smallest of Israel's tribes, yet it produced Israel's first king.

7:10 (KJV) The sons also of Jediael; Bilhan: and the sons of Bilhan; Jeush, and Benjamin, and 
Ehud, and Chenaanah, and Zethan, and Tharshish, and Ahishahar.
(B:E Project) Jediael's son was Bilhan, and Bilhan's sons were Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, 
Chenaanah, Zethan, Tharshish and Ahishahar.

Context: The record moves to Benjamin's third son, Jediael, and his descendants two 
genera�ons on.
Meaning: Note that one of these grandsons is himself named Benjamin, and another is 
named Ehud - the same name as the le�-handed judge who later delivered Israel from 
Moabite oppression (Judges 3), though this is a different, earlier individual. Names 
repeated across a family tree show how ancestral memory was kept alive through 
naming children a�er honoured rela�ves.
Lesson: Naming a child a�er someone you admire is an old and good ins�nct - it is a way 
of saying their character is worth carrying forward. Who in your life is worth naming 

See Also: Judges 5:15 - Issachar's leaders praised for standing with Deborah and Barak in 
ba�le.

7:6 (KJV) The sons of Benjamin; Bela, and Becher, and Jediael, three.
(B:E Project) Benjamin's sons were Bela, Becher and Jediael - three sons.

Context: This begins the Chronicler's account of Benjamin, though it is notably shorter 
than the fuller list of Benjamin's descendants given later in chapter 8; scholars think this 
may reflect a specifically military record taken at a par�cular point in the tribe's history.
Meaning: Benjamin was the tribe nearly wiped out in a brutal civil war recorded in 
Judges 19-21, so any careful record of its survival and regrowth carried real weight for 
readers who knew that history. Being counted here is a quiet sign of recovery.
Lesson: However badly a community has been broken, rebuilding and being counted 
again is possible. I do not write anyone off because of their history - restora�on is always 
part of my plan.
See Also: Judges 20:46-48 - Benjamin's tribe reduced to a �ny remnant a�er civil war, 
making its later growth recorded here significant.

7:7 (KJV) And the sons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and Uzziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads 
of the house of their fathers, mighty men of valour; and were reckoned by their 
genealogies twenty and two thousand and thirty and four.
(B:E Project) Bela's sons were Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth and Iri - five men, heads of 
their families and mighty warriors, numbering twenty-two thousand and thirty-four in 
the family records.

Context: This con�nues the military-style census of Benjamin, lis�ng Bela's line - Bela 
being Benjamin's firstborn.
Meaning: The exact number, right down to the thirty-four, shows this comes from a 
genuine administra�ve record rather than a rough es�mate - Israel kept careful books 
on who could fight and lead, trea�ng its people as valuable enough to count precisely.
Lesson: You are not a rounded-off sta�s�c to me - every person, right down to the 
details of their life, is known and accounted for. That precision is a sign of care, not 
bureaucracy.
See Also: Numbers 26:38-41 - an earlier wilderness census of Benjamin's families, 
showing this record-keeping tradi�on stretching back genera�ons.

7:8 (KJV) And the sons of Becher; Zemira, and Joash, and Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri, and 
Jerimoth, and Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. All these are the sons of Becher.
(B:E Project) Becher's sons were Zemira, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jerimoth, Abiah, 
Anathoth and Alameth - all these were Becher's sons.
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Meaning: The note 'sons of Bilhah' ma�ers: Bilhah was a servant given to Jacob, and her 
sons (Dan and Naphtali) were some�mes viewed as lower status than the sons of 
Jacob's wives - yet the text records them with exactly the same formal dignity as any 
other tribe.
Lesson: Where you started - your family's status, your background, how people first saw 
you - does not determine your worth in my eyes. Everyone gets counted with the same 
seriousness and respect.
See Also: Genesis 30:7-8 - the birth of Naphtali to Bilhah, and Rachel's naming of him 
a�er her long struggle.

7:14 (KJV) The sons of Manasseh; Ashriel, whom she bare: (but his concubine the Aramitess 
bare Machir the father of Gilead:
(B:E Project) Manasseh's sons: Ashriel, whom his Aramean concubine bore him - she 
also bore Machir, the father of Gilead.

Context: The genealogy turns to Manasseh, one of the two half-tribes descended from 
Joseph, tracing the line that eventually se�led and named the region of Gilead east of 
the Jordan.
Meaning: This verse quietly notes that Manasseh's family line included a concubine of 
foreign, Aramean background - a reminder that Israel's iden�ty was never a ma�er of 
pure bloodline, but included people brought in through marriage and circumstance 
from surrounding na�ons.
Lesson: Belonging was never about perfect purity of background, even in these ancient 
records. If your own story includes mixed origins, complicated family arrangements, or 
being an outsider who married in, you s�ll belong fully.
See Also: Numbers 26:29 - Machir named as the father of Gilead in the wilderness 
census, confirming this family line.

7:15 (KJV) And Machir took to wife the sister of Huppim and Shuppim, whose sister’s name 
was Maachah;) and the name of the second was Zelophehad: and Zelophehad had 
daughters.
(B:E Project) Machir married a sister of Huppim and Shuppim, named Maachah. His 
second son was named Zelophehad, and Zelophehad had only daughters.

Context: This connects to one of the most significant legal moments in the Torah: 
Zelophehad had no sons, and his five daughters later pe��oned Moses directly for the 
right to inherit their father's land (Numbers 27).
Meaning: The bare men�on 'Zelophehad had daughters' is the seed of a landmark case 
- because he had no sons, his daughters risked losing the family inheritance en�rely 
under normal custom, un�l they stood up and asked for a fairer law, which Moses 
granted with God's approval.

something a�er, even informally, in how you choose to live?
See Also: Judges 3:15 - Ehud the judge, from the tribe of Benjamin, sharing this family 
name genera�ons later.

7:11 (KJV) All these the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their fathers, mighty men of valour, 
were seventeen thousand and two hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and ba�le.
(B:E Project) All these sons of Jediael, counted by their family heads, were seventeen 
thousand two hundred figh�ng men, ready to go out to war and ba�le.

Context: This closes Jediael's branch of the Benjamin genealogy with its military total.
Meaning: The phrase 'fit to go out for war and ba�le' reflects how ancient Israel 
organised itself defensively - every tribe had to be ready to contribute soldiers, since 
there was no standing professional army for most of this period.
Lesson: Readiness ma�ers more than constant ac�on. Life does not always call you to 
fight, but staying prepared - physically, mentally, spiritually - means you are not caught 
off guard when it does.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:2 - Benjaminite warriors described as skilled with bow and 
sling, both le�- and right-handed, showing this tribe's figh�ng reputa�on con�nuing into 
David's �me.

7:12 (KJV) Shuppim also, and Huppim, the children of Ir, and Hushim, the sons of Aher.
(B:E Project) Also Shuppim and Huppim, the sons of Ir, and Hushim, the son of Aher.

Context: This is one of the more textually puzzling verses in the chapter - the Hebrew 
names and rela�onships here are compressed and unclear, and scholars debate exactly 
how these individuals connect to the rest of Benjamin's or Dan's family tree.
Meaning: Even a confusing, fragmentary verse like this was kept rather than smoothed 
over or deleted - the Chronicler valued preserving the record as it had been handed 
down, imperfec�ons included, rather than �dying history to make it read more neatly.
Lesson: You do not need your story to be fully clear or �dy for it to ma�er. I keep the 
messy, half-understood parts of your history too - nothing genuine gets erased just 
because it is hard to explain.
See Also: Genesis 46:23 - Hushim listed there as a son of Dan, sugges�ng this verse may 
be preserving a fragment of Dan's genealogy alongside Benjamin's.

7:13 (KJV) The sons of Naphtali; Jahziel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah.
(B:E Project) Naphtali's sons were Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shallum, the sons of Bilhah.

Context: This brief entry covers the tribe of Naphtali, descended from Jacob's son by 
Bilhah, Rachel's servant. Naphtali receives far less space here than in Genesis or 
Numbers.
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(B:E Project) His sister Hammoleketh bore Ishod, Abiezer and Mahalah.

Context: This names a woman, Hammoleketh, as a direct ancestor in her own right, 
lis�ng her children exactly as the men's lines are listed elsewhere in the chapter.
Meaning: Abiezer here is the ancestor of the famous judge Gideon, who is later called 
'Joash the Abiezrite' (Judges 6:11) - meaning this quiet verse is the root of one of the 
Bible's best-known deliverance stories, and it comes through a named woman's line.
Lesson: Great things in your life may trace back to an ordinary person you barely think 
about - a grandmother, an aunt, someone whose contribu�on was never loudly 
celebrated. I see the full chain of influence, even the parts history skips over.
See Also: Judges 6:11-24 - Gideon, of the Abiezrite clan founded here, called by an angel 
to deliver Israel from Midian.

7:19 (KJV) And the sons of Shemidah were, Ahian, and Shechem, and Likhi, and Aniam.
(B:E Project) Shemidah's sons were Ahian, Shechem, Likhi and Aniam.

Context: This closes the Gilead/Manasseh branch with another small family unit, 
Shemidah, whose descendants would se�le in territory including the region around the 
city of Shechem.
Meaning: The name Shechem appearing here as a person's name, and later as one of 
Israel's most important ci�es (where covenant renewals took place), shows how 
personal and place names intertwined - families gave their names to the towns they 
founded or se�led.
Lesson: The place you build a life in and the people you raise there become intertwined, 
some�mes for centuries. Build well where you are planted - it can outlast you in ways 
you cannot predict.
See Also: Joshua 24:1 - Shechem as the site where Joshua later renewed Israel's 
covenant, in territory connected to this Manasseh family line.

7:20 (KJV) And the sons of Ephraim; Shuthelah, and Bered his son, and Tahath his son, and 
Eladah his son, and Tahath his son,
(B:E Project) Ephraim's sons: Shuthelah, then his son Bered, then his son Tahath, then 
his son Eladah, then his son Tahath.

Context: The genealogy moves to Ephraim, Joseph's second son and one of the most 
influen�al tribes in northern Israel, tracing a straight father-to-son line across several 
genera�ons.
Meaning: This is a 'begat' chain running down one direct line rather than branching into 
siblings, which the Chronicler uses to fast-track through genera�ons efficiently before 
slowing down for the more drama�c events that follow in the next few verses.

Lesson: When you see an unfairness built into the rules around you, you are allowed to 
speak up and ask for change - Zelophehad's daughters did, and were heard. Courage to 
ask a hard ques�on of those in authority is not disrespect; it can be exactly the right thing 
to do.
See Also: Numbers 27:1-7 - Zelophehad's daughters ask for and receive the right to 
inherit, changing Israelite inheritance law.

7:16 (KJV) And Maachah the wife of Machir bare a son, and she called his name Peresh; and 
the name of his brother was Sheresh; and his sons were Ulam and Rakem.
(B:E Project) Maachah, Machir's wife, had a son and named him Peresh; his brother was 
named Sheresh, and Peresh's sons were Ulam and Rakem.

Context: The Chronicler con�nues down Machir's family line through his wife Maachah.
Meaning: This is simply careful bookkeeping of a family line east of the Jordan, in 
territory that would later be significant during Israel's wilderness wanderings and 
se�lement - every name here anchors a piece of land and inheritance to a real person.
Lesson: Even names that never appear again in the Bible were once someone's whole 
world - a person with hopes, a household, a place they belonged. I remember them, 
even where history has largely forgo�en them.
See Also: Joshua 17:1-2 - the tribe of Manasseh's territorial allotment, connected to this 
same family line through Machir and Gilead.

7:17 (KJV) And the sons of Ulam; Bedan. These were the sons of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh.
(B:E Project) Ulam's son was Bedan. These were the descendants of Gilead, son of 
Machir, son of Manasseh.

Context: This verse closes off one branch of Manasseh's genealogy with a summary 
formula naming the genera�onal chain back to Manasseh himself.
Meaning: The closing formula - tracing all the way back through Gilead, Machir, to 
Manasseh - is the Chronicler's way of anchoring every individual name firmly to the 
tribe's founding ancestor, so no one reading it loses track of where this family fits into 
the twelve tribes as a whole.
Lesson: Knowing where you come from is not about pride in ancestry for its own sake - 
it is about understanding your place in something larger, so you can act with a sense of 
belonging rather than dri�ing without roots.
See Also: Judges 5:14 - a 'Bedan' figure has some�mes been associated with the judge 
Jair, showing possible echoes of this name later in Israel's story (though the connec�on 
is debated among scholars).

7:18 (KJV) And his sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod, and Abiezer, and Mahalah.
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(B:E Project) Later he slept with his wife again; she conceived and bore a son, and he 
named him Beriah, because trouble had come upon his household.

Context: This shows Ephraim, a�er mourning his lost sons, going on to have another 
child - a moment of renewed life following deep grief.
Meaning: The name Beriah is connected to a Hebrew word sugges�ng misfortune or 
trouble, meaning Ephraim named this child as a permanent, spoken memorial to the 
tragedy his family had just endured - grief and hope held together in a single name.
Lesson: You do not have to pretend the hard chapters of your life did not happen in 
order to move forward from them. It is possible to name your pain honestly and s�ll 
choose to build something new a�erwards - both truths can live together.
See Also: Genesis 35:18 - Rachel similarly names her dying son Ben-oni ('son of my 
sorrow') before Jacob renames him Benjamin, another instance of grief shaping a name.

7:24 (KJV) (And his daughter was Sherah, who built Bethhoron the nether, and the upper, and 
Uzzensherah.)
(B:E Project) His daughter was Sherah, who built Lower and Upper Bethhoron, as well as 
Uzzensherah.

Context: This names Ephraim's daughter Sherah as the builder of actual towns - a 
striking detail, since building and founding se�lements is usually a�ributed to men 
throughout the Old Testament.
Meaning: Sherah is one of very few women in the whole Bible credited directly with 
founding or building ci�es, which tells us capable, ac�ve women were shaping Israel's 
physical landscape even though most such stories have been lost from the record.
Lesson: Do not assume that because a certain kind of achievement is usually a�ributed 
to one group of people, others were not equally capable and ac�ve. I no�ce every 
builder, every founder, regardless of whether the wider record remembered to men�on 
them.
See Also: Joshua 16:3, 16:5 - the towns of Bethhoron located within Ephraim's territorial 
borders, confirming this family connec�on.

7:25 (KJV) And Rephah was his son, also Resheph, and Telah his son, and Tahan his son,
(B:E Project) Rephah was his son, also Resheph, and his son Telah, and his son Tahan.

Context: The genealogy returns to its straight genera�onal lis�ng a�er the narra�ve 
interlude about the raid and Sherah's building projects.
Meaning: The text moves smoothly back into list mode, which is a reminder that 
ordinary genealogy and drama�c story sit side by side in this book - most of life is the 
steady unfolding list, with occasional moments that break through into memorable 
narra�ve.

Lesson: Not every stretch of life is even�ul - some�mes it is simply genera�on a�er 
genera�on of steady, unremarkable faithfulness, passing something on quietly. That 
quiet con�nuity is not wasted; it is what makes the drama�c moments possible later.
See Also: Numbers 26:35 - Shuthelah's family also recorded in the wilderness census as 
one of Ephraim's main clans.

7:21 (KJV) And Zabad his son, and Shuthelah his son, and Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of 
Gath that were born in that land slew, because they came down to take away their 
ca�le.
(B:E Project) And his son Zabad, and his son Shuthelah, and Ezer, and Elead - who were 
killed by the local men of Gath, because they had gone down to steal their ca�le.

Context: This is a rare narra�ve flash inside the genealogy: two of Ephraim's sons, Ezer 
and Elead, die in a raid gone wrong against the Philis�ne city of Gath, likely genera�ons 
before the exodus from Egypt, while the rest of the family was s�ll in that land.
Meaning: This is a small but honest piece of family tragedy tucked inside a list of names 
- a ca�le raid that ended in death, showing that even ancestors of Israel's tribes were not 
immune from violent, some�mes reckless, conflict with their neighbours.
Lesson: I do not hide the painful, embarrassing chapters of anyone's family story - not 
even in scripture itself. Honesty about loss and mistakes, rather than pretending a family 
history was flawless, is part of real healing.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:4 - Gath later becomes famous as Goliath's home city, the same 
Philis�ne territory involved in this earlier tragic raid.

7:22 (KJV) And Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brethren came to comfort 
him.
(B:E Project) Their father Ephraim mourned for many days, and his rela�ves came to 
comfort him.

Context: This verse follows directly from the deaths of Ezer and Elead, showing the 
human grief of their father, the tribal ancestor Ephraim himself.
Meaning: This is one of the most tender, human moments in an otherwise dry 
genealogical chapter - a father's prolonged grief for his sons, and a community gathering 
physically around him to comfort him rather than leaving him to suffer alone.
Lesson: When someone you love is grieving, do not just send a message and move on - 
come and sit with them, the way Ephraim's rela�ves did. Presence, over �me, is one of 
the most loving things you can offer someone in pain.
See Also: Job 2:11-13 - Job's friends similarly come and sit with him in his grief before 
speaking a word, modelling the same kind of comfor�ng presence.

7:23 (KJV) And when he went in to his wife, she conceived, and bare a son, and he called his 
name Beriah, because it went evil with his house.
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(B:E Project) Their territory and se�lements included Bethel and its surrounding towns, 
Naaran to the east, Gezer to the west with its towns, and Shechem with its towns, as far 
as Gaza with its towns.

Context: The Chronicler now shi�s from lis�ng people to lis�ng the land Ephraim's 
descendants actually possessed - a geographical summary of the tribe's inheritance a�er 
the conquest of Canaan.
Meaning: Naming the actual towns roots this whole genealogy in real, physical 
geography - these were not abstract family trees but the record of who owned and lived 
on specific land, land that ma�ered enormously for iden�ty, farming, worship and 
defence.
Lesson: Roots ma�er - having a place that is genuinely yours, where you belong and can 
put down stakes, is part of a stable, secure life. If you feel unrooted right now, know that 
building or finding that kind of place is a legi�mate and worthy goal, not a small one.
See Also: Joshua 16:1-10 - the fuller account of Ephraim's territorial boundaries drawn 
up a�er the conquest of Canaan.

7:29 (KJV) And by the borders of the children of Manasseh, Bethshean and her towns, 
Taanach and her towns, Megiddo and her towns, Dor and her towns. In these dwelt the 
children of Joseph the son of Israel.
(B:E Project) And along the borders of Manasseh's territory: Bethshean and its towns, 
Taanach and its towns, Megiddo and its towns, Dor and its towns. These were the 
se�lements of the descendants of Joseph, son of Israel.

Context: This closes the combined Ephraim-Manasseh sec�on by lis�ng the border 
towns shared with Manasseh, all belonging to the two 'sons of Joseph' since Ephraim 
and Manasseh together made up Joseph's double por�on of the inheritance.
Meaning: Megiddo, men�oned here, later becomes one of the most fought-over 
strategic loca�ons in the ancient Near East (and the origin of the word 'Armageddon'), 
showing how these seemingly dry town-lists sit right at the crossing points of major 
historical and even biblical significance.
Lesson: Places and people that seem ordinary in one moment can turn out to sit right at 
the crossroads of much bigger events later. Do not dismiss the significance of where you 
are simply because it feels unremarkable today.
See Also: Revela�on 16:16 - Armageddon, drawn from the name Megiddo listed here, 
later used as a symbol for a final, decisive confronta�on.

7:30 (KJV) The sons of Asher; Imnah, and Isuah, and Ishuai, and Beriah, and Serah their sister.
(B:E Project) Asher's sons were Imnah, Isuah, Ishuai and Beriah, and their sister was 
Serah.

Lesson: Most days will look like this verse - ordinary, unremarkable, simply the next 
name in the chain. That is fine. Faithfulness in the ordinary stretches is exactly what 
makes the meaningful moments possible when they come.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:20 - the earlier part of this same Ephraim line, showing the 
pa�ern of steady father-to-son succession this verse con�nues.

7:26 (KJV) Laadan his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son,
(B:E Project) Laadan was his son, Ammihud his son, Elishama his son.

Context: This line con�nues down through Ephraim's descendants, heading toward a 
very significant figure two verses later.
Meaning: Elishama here is the same man named in Numbers 1:10 as the leader of the 
tribe of Ephraim during the wilderness wanderings, standing beside Moses - so this 
ordinary-looking name-chain is quietly tracking one of the most prominent leaders of 
the Exodus genera�on.
Lesson: Some�mes the person standing quietly in a list is more significant than they first 
appear. Do not underes�mate people just because their importance is not obvious on 
first mee�ng.
See Also: Numbers 1:10 - Elishama named as Ephraim's tribal leader during the census 
in the wilderness.

7:27 (KJV) Non his son, Jehoshuah his son,
(B:E Project) Non was his son, and Jehoshuah was his son.

Context: This single, quiet verse arrives at a hugely significant name: Jehoshuah is the 
fuller form of the name Joshua, and 'Non' is a variant spelling of Nun, his father's name 
known from Exodus and Numbers.
Meaning: This is Joshua - Moses' successor, the man who led Israel into the Promised 
Land a�er forty years of wilderness wandering - and here he is simply one more link in 
an ordinary-looking family chain, showing that even Israel's great leaders emerged from 
long, unremarkable genealogical lines rather than appearing out of nowhere.
Lesson: The people who go on to do extraordinary things usually come from completely 
ordinary families and ordinary upbringings, just like everyone else. You do not need a 
special or drama�c origin to become someone who changes the course of history for 
good.
See Also: Joshua 1:1-2 - Joshua, son of Nun, commissioned by God to lead Israel into the 
Promised Land a�er Moses' death.

7:28 (KJV) And their possessions and habita�ons were, Bethel and the towns thereof, and 
eastward Naaran, and westward Gezer, with the towns thereof; Shechem also and the 
towns thereof, unto Gaza and the towns thereof:
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:24 - Sherah, another named daughter earlier in this same 
chapter, reinforcing the pa�ern.

7:33 (KJV) And the sons of Japhlet; Pasach, and Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are the children 
of Japhlet.
(B:E Project) Japhlet's sons were Pasach, Bimhal and Ashvath - these were Japhlet's 
children.

Context: This con�nues the detailed branching of Asher's family tree, moving down 
through Japhlet's line.
Meaning: The closing formula 'these are the children of Japhlet' is a small structural 
marker the Chronicler uses throughout the chapter to close off one family branch 
cleanly before opening the next, helping ancient readers (who had no chapter or verse 
numbers) keep track of where one family ended and another began.
Lesson: Clear endings ma�er, even in small things - knowing when one chapter of 
responsibility or rela�onship has closed helps you move cleanly into the next one, rather 
than dragging loose ends behind you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:17 - a similar closing formula used earlier for the Gilead branch 
of Manasseh's genealogy.

7:34 (KJV) And the sons of Shamer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Jehubbah, and Aram.
(B:E Project) Shamer's sons were Ahi, Rohgah, Jehubbah and Aram.

Context: The record moves to another branch of Asher's family, that of Shamer (also 
spelled Shomer, men�oned in verse 32).
Meaning: This is another small, otherwise unknown family unit preserved purely 
because someone, genera�ons ago, thought it worth wri�ng down and keeping - an act 
of care toward descendants who would never otherwise know these ancestors' names.
Lesson: Recording someone's name and existence, even briefly, is itself an act of love 
and respect. Think about who in your own life deserves that same small act of being 
remembered and spoken of, rather than quietly forgo�en.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:32 - Shomer/Shamer named there as Heber's son, connec�ng 
this verse to the wider family tree.

7:35 (KJV) And the sons of his brother Helem; Zophah, and Imna, and Shelesh, and Amal.
(B:E Project) The sons of his brother Helem were Zophah, Imna, Shelesh and Amal.

Context: The genealogy shi�s to Helem, a brother within this branch of Asher's tribe, 
and his own sons.
Meaning: This verse begins one of the longest single sub-lists in the chapter (Zophah's 
descendants run for several more verses), showing that within Asher, this par�cular 

Context: The Chronicler turns to the final tribe covered in this chapter, Asher, descended 
from Jacob's son by Leah's servant Zilpah, beginning with the same core family named 
back in Genesis.
Meaning: Serah is a remarkable figure: she is named here exactly as she was named 
genera�ons earlier in Genesis 46:17, when Jacob's family first went down to Egypt, and 
again in the wilderness census of Numbers 26:46 hundreds of years later - one of the 
only women in the whole Bible whose name is preserved consistently across such a long 
span of the story.
Lesson: A name kept alive and repeated across genera�ons is a form of honour in itself. 
Think about whose name and memory you keep bringing up in your own family or 
community - that repe��on is one of the simplest ways you keep someone's life 
meaningful.
See Also: Genesis 46:17 and Numbers 26:46 - Serah named in both the original 
migra�on to Egypt and the later wilderness census, an unusually long-lived record for a 
woman in these genealogies.

7:31 (KJV) And the sons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel, who is the father of Birzavith.
(B:E Project) Beriah's sons were Heber and Malchiel, who was the father of Birzavith.

Context: The genealogy narrows into Beriah's branch of the tribe of Asher, moving 
toward the tribe's most detailed family lis�ng.
Meaning: Birzavith is otherwise unknown outside this verse - possibly a place name or 
clan rather than a straigh�orward person - which shows how some fragments of Israel's 
ancient family and tribal structure survive only here, nowhere else in scripture.
Lesson: Some things about your life, your ancestry, your story, will simply not be fully 
explainable or traceable, and that is alright. You do not need every detail accounted for 
to know that your existence and your place in the larger story are real.
See Also: Genesis 46:17 - Beriah and Heber both first named there among Asher's 
original sons entering Egypt.

7:32 (KJV) And Heber begat Japhlet, and Shomer, and Hotham, and Shua their sister.
(B:E Project) Heber fathered Japhlet, Shomer and Hotham, and their sister Shua.

Context: The list con�nues one more genera�on down Heber's line within the tribe of 
Asher.
Meaning: As with Serah earlier in the chapter, a daughter (Shua) is named alongside her 
brothers with equal formal weight, part of a consistent pa�ern in this chapter of 
recording daughters by name rather than only coun�ng sons.
Lesson: Being named and counted as a full member of the family, regardless of gender, 
is not a modern inven�on - it has old roots in how these genealogies were kept. 
Everyone in your circle deserves that same full recogni�on.
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Meaning: The name Jephunneh here is worth no�ng - it is also the name of the father of 
Caleb, the faithful spy from the tribe of Judah, though Caleb's father was of a different 
branch (a Kenizzite associated with Judah), so this is a different individual sharing the 
same name rather than the same man.
Lesson: Sharing a name with someone significant does not make you them, and it does 
not need to - your own life, faithfully lived, stands on its own regardless of who else 
carries the same name through history.
See Also: Numbers 13:6 - Caleb, son of a different Jephunneh, one of only two faithful 
spies who trusted God's promise about the land.

7:39 (KJV) And the sons of Ulla; Arah, and Haniel, and Rezia.
(B:E Project) Ulla's sons were Arah, Haniel and Rezia.

Context: This introduces yet another branch of Asher's extended family, closing in on the 
chapter's final summary.
Meaning: By this point the chapter has named dozens of individuals across many 
branches of Asher alone - the sheer accumulated weight of names is itself the message: 
this tribe was neither small nor forge�able, whatever role it played in the wider biblical 
narra�ve.
Lesson: Quan�ty of care and detail is itself a way of showing love - when I spend this 
much a�en�on naming every branch of a family, it is because every single person in it 
genuinely ma�ers to the whole story.
See Also: Deuteronomy 33:24-25 - Moses' blessing on Asher, wishing the tribe abundant 
favour and strength, consistent with this large genealogical record.

7:40 (KJV) All these were the children of Asher, heads of their father’s house, choice and 
mighty men of valour, chief of the princes. And the number throughout the genealogy of 
them that were apt to the war and to ba�le was twenty and six thousand men.
(B:E Project) All these were descendants of Asher, heads of their family households, 
outstanding and mighty warriors, leading men among the tribal chiefs. Their number, as 
recorded in the genealogy of those fit for military service, was twenty-six thousand men.

Context: This closing verse summarises the en�re Asher genealogy with a final military 
count, ending the chapter's tribal roll call for Issachar, Benjamin, Naphtali, Manasseh, 
Ephraim and Asher.
Meaning: The chapter closes the same way several of its sec�ons opened - with a 
headcount of capable figh�ng men - reinforcing its central purpose: to demonstrate, 
tribe by tribe, that Israel under David was a substan�al, organised, ba�le-ready na�on 
built up from real families with real names, not an abstrac�on.
Lesson: Whatever you are building - a family, a team, a community - it is made stronger 
not by anonymous numbers but by named, valued individuals who know they are seen 

family branch grew unusually large and was clearly considered important enough to 
record in full detail.
Lesson: Some families and communi�es simply grow larger and more influen�al than 
others over �me, through no par�cular merit of their own beginnings. Wherever you 
find yourself in a larger or smaller circle, your value is not measured by its size.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:40 - the chapter's closing summary, showing Asher's tribe 
overall was known for having many 'choice and mighty men'.

7:36 (KJV) The sons of Zophah; Suah, and Harnepher, and Shual, and Beri, and Imrah,
(B:E Project) Zophah's sons were Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri and Imrah.

Context: This begins the detailed list of Zophah's own sons, con�nuing the extended 
Asher genealogy.
Meaning: Five sons listed in one breath reflects the scale of this par�cular family - large 
households like this one formed the backbone of a tribe's labour force, defence, and 
inherited land divisions.
Lesson: A large family or team is not just a number - it is a network of individual 
rela�onships, each one worth inves�ng in personally rather than trea�ng people as an 
undifferen�ated group.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 7:35 - Zophah introduced as Helem's son one verse earlier, 
beginning this extended family branch.

7:37 (KJV) Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilshah, and Ithran, and Beera.
(B:E Project) Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran and Beera.

Context: This verse con�nues directly from the previous one, comple�ng Zophah's full 
list of sons - eleven in total across both verses.
Meaning: Eleven sons from one man, Zophah, is an unusually large family even by the 
standards of this genealogy, marking his branch as one of Asher's most significant and 
populous family lines.
Lesson: Abundance and growth in your own life and rela�onships are worth celebra�ng 
rather than downplaying. When things flourish around you, let that be received with 
gra�tude rather than suspicion.
See Also: Genesis 46:17 - the tribe of Asher's original small founding family, now grown 
many genera�ons later into this large, sprawling household.

7:38 (KJV) And the sons of Jether; Jephunneh, and Pispah, and Ara.
(B:E Project) Jether's sons were Jephunneh, Pispah and Ara.

Context: The record moves to another branch of Asher's tribe, the family of Jether.
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and counted. Build that way, and what you create will last.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:36 - Asher's warriors listed again among those who came to 
make David king, showing this tribe's strength put into ac�on.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 8

Chapter 8 of 1 Chronicles presents a detailed family record for the tribe of Benjamin. It lists many 
genera�ons and the names of their descendants, beginning with Benjamin's own children and 
then branching out to various family lines. The chapter iden�fies certain leaders and their 
se�lements, no�ng where some Benjaminites lived in places like Jerusalem, Geba, and Gibeon. 
Notably, it also traces the important lineage of King Saul, men�oning his father Kish, his sons, and 
his famous grandson Meribbaal, con�nuing through several more genera�ons of Saul's family 
line. The chapter concludes by highligh�ng a specific branch of Benjamin known for having many 
brave warriors.

8:1 (KJV) Now Benjamin begat Bela his firstborn, Ashbel the second, and Aharah the third,
(B:E Project) Benjamin fathered Bela, his firstborn, Ashbel the second son, and Aharah 
the third.

Context: This opens a second, more detailed genealogy of Benjamin, dis�nct from the 
brief one in chapter 7, and this �me building specifically toward the family of King Saul, 
Israel's first king.
Meaning: The Chronicler devotes an en�re extra chapter to Benjamin partly because 
Saul, Israel's first anointed king, came from this tribe - even though the throne passed to 
David's line from Judah a�erwards, Benjamin's story and its royal connec�on s�ll 
deserved full, careful documenta�on.
Lesson: Being passed over for the role you might have expected does not erase your 
place in the story. Saul's tribe lost the kingship, yet its history is s�ll honoured and 
recorded in full - your setbacks do not disqualify you from ma�ering.
See Also: Genesis 46:21 - Benjamin's original sons first listed there when Jacob's family 
entered Egypt.

8:2 (KJV) Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fi�h.
(B:E Project) Nohah was the fourth son, and Rapha the fi�h.

Context: This completes the list of Benjamin's five sons, con�nuing directly from verse 1.
Meaning: This list differs somewhat from the ten sons of Benjamin recorded in Genesis 
46:21, which is typical of ancient genealogies - different records some�mes emphasise 
different branches or use variant names, without this being a contradic�on so much as 
a difference in which lines were tracked as significant by the �me each list was compiled.

     CHAPTER 8

Lesson: Different honest accounts of the same history can look different depending on 
what each one chose to emphasise, and that does not make either one false. Hold space 
for more than one true way of telling a story.
See Also: Numbers 26:38-40 - yet another lis�ng of Benjamin's sons from the wilderness 
census, showing three slightly different versions across scripture.

8:3 (KJV) And the sons of Bela were, Addar, and Gera, and Abihud,
(B:E Project) Bela's sons were Addar, Gera and Abihud.

Context: The genealogy narrows into the line of Bela, Benjamin's firstborn, tracking the 
family that will eventually connect to Ehud and the se�lement at Geba.
Meaning: This is straigh�orward record-keeping, but it sets up the following verses, 
which trace how this branch of Benjamin came to control specific towns - showing 
genealogy and territory were recorded together because who you descended from 
o�en determined where you were en�tled to live.
Lesson: Understanding where you come from can help explain, without excusing or 
limi�ng, where you have ended up. Knowing your roots is useful informa�on, not a life 
sentence.
See Also: Judges 3:15 - Ehud, connected to this Bela-Gera family line, later delivers Israel 
from Moabite oppression.

8:4 (KJV) And Abishua, and Naaman, and Ahoah,
(B:E Project) Abishua, Naaman and Ahoah.

Context: This con�nues directly from the previous verse, comple�ng Bela's list of sons.
Meaning: Six sons of Bela are named across verses 3-5, forming the base of what 
becomes one of Benjamin's most prominent family branches, eventually including the 
town of Geba and the judge Ehud.
Lesson: Great things o�en grow from ordinary beginnings recorded without fanfare - six 
brothers, simply listed, whose descendants would go on to shape real events in Israel's 
history.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:6 - the sons of Ehud, from this same family line, named just two 
verses later.

8:5 (KJV) And Gera, and Shephuphan, and Huram.
(B:E Project) Gera, Shephuphan and Huram.

Context: This completes Bela's full list of six sons, finishing the family unit begun in verse 
3.
Meaning: The name Gera appears twice in this short genealogy (here and again in verse 
7), a common feature of ancient lists where the same family name recurs across 
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:6 - the reloca�on to Manahath men�oned directly before this 
verse, giving context to this family's situa�on.

8:8 (KJV) And Shaharaim begat children in the country of Moab, a�er he had sent them 
away; Hushim and Baara were his wives.
(B:E Project) Shaharaim had children in the territory of Moab a�er he had sent his wives 
away; his wives were Hushim and Baara.

Context: This records a complicated and difficult family situa�on - Shaharaim apparently 
divorced or dismissed his wives Hushim and Baara, then relocated to Moabite territory 
and started a new family there.
Meaning: This verse does not moralise or explain the reasons behind the separa�on - it 
simply records what happened, including a broken marriage and a fresh start in foreign 
territory, showing the Bible's genealogies are willing to record difficult, unresolved 
family situa�ons rather than only presen�ng �dy success stories.
Lesson: Family breakdown and star�ng over, even in unfamiliar territory, is part of many 
real human stories, including ones recorded here without judgement. If your own family 
history includes separa�on or a difficult restart, you are in good company within these 
old records - and a new beginning is never disqualifying.
See Also: Ruth 1:1 - another Israelite family reloca�ng to Moab during hard �mes, 
showing this was a recognised pa�ern of movement in that era.

8:9 (KJV) And he begat of Hodesh his wife, Jobab, and Zibia, and Mesha, and Malcham,
(B:E Project) By his wife Hodesh he fathered Jobab, Zibia, Mesha, Malcham.

Context: This introduces Shaharaim's new family, begun with his wife Hodesh 
presumably a�er the events of the previous verse.
Meaning: The name Mesha here is worth a passing note of interest - much later, a king 
of Moab is also named Mesha (recorded in 2 Kings 3 and on the famous Moabite Stone), 
though the two are separated by many centuries and are not the same person; it simply 
shows this was a name shared across the region.
Lesson: A new chapter of life, even one built on the wreckage of an earlier one, can s�ll 
produce something real and las�ng - new children, a new household, a con�nuing story. 
Do not assume a difficult past disqualifies a good future.
See Also: 2 Kings 3:4-5 - King Mesha of Moab, a much later figure who shares this name 
but is unrelated to this family.

8:10 (KJV) And Jeuz, and Shachia, and Mirma. These were his sons, heads of the fathers.
(B:E Project) And Jeuz, Shachia and Mirma - these were his sons, heads of their family 
households.

genera�ons, some�mes making these lists genuinely difficult to sort into a single clean 
family tree - and that is a feature of authen�c ancient record-keeping, not a flaw to be 
embarrassed about.
Lesson: Real life and real history are rarely perfectly �dy. Learning to accept some 
complexity and unresolved detail, rather than demanding everything fit into a clean, 
simple picture, is part of genuine maturity.
See Also: Judges 3:15 - Ehud iden�fied as 'the son of Gera', linking this name directly to 
the famous judge.

8:6 (KJV) And these are the sons of Ehud: these are the heads of the fathers of the inhabitants 
of Geba, and they removed them to Manahath:
(B:E Project) These are the descendants of Ehud - heads of the families living in Geba, 
who were later moved to Manahath.

Context: This records a forced or organised reloca�on of an en�re Benjaminite family 
group from the town of Geba to Manahath, a detail of real demographic upheaval 
within the tribe's history.
Meaning: A move like this - a whole clan uprooted from one se�lement to another - 
reflects the kind of popula�on shi�s that happened throughout Israel's history, whether 
through conflict, rese�lement policy, or simple popula�on pressure, and the Chronicler 
preserves it as part of Benjamin's honest story rather than smoothing it over.
Lesson: Being displaced from where you have se�led, and having to rebuild somewhere 
new, is a difficult but survivable experience that this family lived through and is s�ll 
remembered for. If you are in a season of being uprooted, know that star�ng again does 
not erase your history or iden�ty.
See Also: Joshua 18:24 - Geba listed among the towns allo�ed to the tribe of Benjamin 
in the original conquest.

8:7 (KJV) And Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed them, and begat Uzza, and 
Ahihud.
(B:E Project) Naaman, Ahiah and Gera - he moved them, and he fathered Uzza and 
Ahihud.

Context: This con�nues the account of reloca�on and family growth within the Ehud 
branch of Benjamin.
Meaning: The repe��on of movement language ('he removed them') alongside new 
births shows life con�nuing and even growing during a period of reloca�on - disrup�on 
and new beginnings recorded together, without one cancelling out the other.
Lesson: New growth is possible even in the middle of upheaval and change. You do not 
have to wait for perfectly se�led circumstances before your life can move forward and 
produce something good.
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achievements. What you build with your hands can outlive you by centuries.
See Also: Ezra 2:33 - the people of Lod and Ono listed among those who returned from 
exile centuries later, to the very towns founded here.

8:13 (KJV) Beriah also, and Shema, who were heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of 
Aijalon, who drove away the inhabitants of Gath:
(B:E Project) Beriah and Shema were heads of the families living in Aijalon, and they 
drove out the inhabitants of Gath.

Context: This records a specific military and territorial achievement - a Benjaminite 
family successfully expelling an exis�ng popula�on from the town of Gath (a smaller, 
local se�lement, dis�nct from the major Philis�ne city of the same name) to secure 
control of Aijalon.
Meaning: This kind of local military success, expanding a family's territory and influence 
through direct ac�on, was how tribal power was actually built and maintained in this 
period - land was rarely simply granted and kept peacefully, but ac�vely defended and 
some�mes ac�vely taken.
Lesson: Securing what ma�ers to you - your home, your family's stability, your 
community - some�mes requires real, ac�ve effort and even confronta�on, not passive 
hoping. Standing firm for what is righ�ully yours is not the same as aggression for its own 
sake.
See Also: Joshua 19:42 - Aijalon listed among the towns given to the tribe of Dan, 
showing this territory changed hands between tribes over �me.

8:14 (KJV) And Ahio, Shashak, and Jeremoth,
(B:E Project) Ahio, Shashak and Jeremoth.

Context: The genealogy con�nues lis�ng more descendants connected to the Beriah 
and Elpaal family branches within Benjamin.
Meaning: Names like these, appearing only once or twice in the whole Bible, remind us 
how much of Israel's actual popula�on - the vast majority of ordinary people who lived 
and died - is represented only by these brief entries, a frac�on of the real human lives 
behind the text.
Lesson: Most people who have ever lived are known today only faintly, if at all - and that 
has always been true. Living a meaningful, faithful life does not require being 
remembered by name for millennia; it only requires being genuinely lived.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:16 - Michael, Ispah and Joha named there as sons of this same 
Beriah.

8:15 (KJV) And Zebadiah, and Arad, and Ader,
(B:E Project) Zebadiah, Arad and Ader.

Context: This completes the list of Shaharaim's sons by Hodesh, closing this par�cular 
family unit.
Meaning: Despite the difficult circumstances that opened this family's story, the sons 
here are described with the same formal dignity - 'heads of their family households' - as 
any other line in the genealogy, showing that a hard beginning does not diminish the 
standing of what grows from it.
Lesson: However complicated or painful your own beginnings were, they do not lower 
your worth or your standing. What ma�ers is what you build from where you are, and 
that is judged on its own merits, not on how clean your star�ng point looked.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:8 - the difficult family circumstances that preceded this new 
household, showing the fuller context.

8:11 (KJV) And of Hushim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal.
(B:E Project) By Hushim he fathered Abitub and Elpaal.

Context: The record returns briefly to Shaharaim's earlier wife, Hushim, presumably 
from before his reloca�on, lis�ng two more sons.
Meaning: Elpaal becomes a significant name in the rest of this chapter - his own 
descendants are traced in detail over the following verses, including sons credited with 
building towns, showing this branch of the family became par�cularly prominent within 
Benjamin.
Lesson: One name in a difficult family history can go on to found something significant. 
You never know in the moment which rela�onship or which child will turn out to ma�er 
most in the long run - so invest care into all of them equally.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:12-18 - the extensive genealogy of Elpaal's own descendants 
that follows, showing this branch's later importance.

8:12 (KJV) The sons of Elpaal; Eber, and Misham, and Shamed, who built Ono, and Lod, with 
the towns thereof:
(B:E Project) Elpaal's sons were Eber, Misham, and Shamed, who built the towns of Ono 
and Lod, along with their surrounding villages.

Context: This records a specific, concrete achievement - Shamed physically founding or 
rebuilding two real towns, Ono and Lod, both of which remained inhabited and are 
men�oned again a�er the Babylonian exile.
Meaning: Ono and Lod (the region around modern Lod/Lydda in Israel) were s�ll 
occupied towns centuries later when Jews returned from exile in Babylon, meaning this 
ancestor's building project had las�ng, prac�cal impact stretching far beyond his own 
life�me.
Lesson: Prac�cal work - building something useful, founding something that lasts - is a 
genuinely valuable way to spend a life, every bit as meaningful as more visibly 'spiritual' 
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8:18 (KJV) Ishmerai also, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the sons of Elpaal;
(B:E Project) Ishmerai, Jezliah and Jobab - sons of Elpaal.

Context: This closes off another cluster of names, marking them as belonging to Elpaal, 
whose family has been tracked across several verses now.
Meaning: By this point Elpaal's family alone has produced well over a dozen named 
descendants across mul�ple verses, underlining just how large and prominent this 
par�cular branch of Benjamin had become by the �me of this record.
Lesson: A single faithful life, well lived, can mul�ply into an enormous web of 
descendants and influence over �me. You cannot see the full reach of your own life from 
where you are standing now, but it may be larger than you think.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:11-12 - Elpaal first introduced there as Shaharaim's son, the root 
of this whole extended family list.

8:19 (KJV) And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi,
(B:E Project) Jakim, Zichri and Zabdi.

Context: The list moves into yet another family cluster, con�nuing the extensive record 
of Benjamin's descendants living in and around Jerusalem.
Meaning: The name Zichri means 'my remembrance' or 'the Lord remembers' - a fi�ng 
name to encounter repeatedly in a chapter whose en�re purpose is the act of 
remembering people who would otherwise have been lost to history.
Lesson: Being remembered is a deep human need, and this whole chapter is essen�ally 
an act of remembering ordinary people by name. When you take the �me to remember 
someone - their birthday, their story, their name - you are doing something genuinely 
valuable, not trivial.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:23 - another Zichri named there, showing the recurring 
popularity of this meaningful name.

8:20 (KJV) And Elienai, and Zilthai, and Eliel,
(B:E Project) Elienai, Zilthai and Eliel.

Context: This con�nues the detailed family lis�ng within this sec�on of Benjamin's 
genealogy, likely connected to the household of Shimhi named in verse 21.
Meaning: Several names in this stretch of the chapter begin with 'El', the Hebrew word 
for God (Elienai, Eliel, and others nearby) - a common naming pa�ern across the ancient 
Near East that built a statement of faith directly into a person's iden�ty from birth.
Lesson: What you build into a person's iden�ty from the very start - their name, the 
values spoken over them early on - shapes how they carry themselves for the rest of 
their life. Speak good, meaningful things over the people you are raising or mentoring.

Context: This con�nues the extended list of names within this branch of Benjamin's 
genealogy.
Meaning: Zebadiah is a name meaning roughly 'the Lord has given' or 'gi� of the Lord' - 
a common type of Hebrew name expressing gra�tude for a child's birth, built directly 
into the name itself.
Lesson: Consider how you name and speak about the good things in your life - gra�tude 
spoken aloud, even built into the words you use daily, shapes how you experience your 
own circumstances. Naming a blessing as a blessing changes how it feels to receive it.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:17 - another Zebadiah listed there, showing how common this 
grateful naming pa�ern was within a single family.

8:16 (KJV) And Michael, and Ispah, and Joha, the sons of Beriah;
(B:E Project) Michael, Ispah and Joha - these were sons of Beriah.

Context: This closes off the list of Beriah's sons within this sec�on of Benjamin's 
genealogy.
Meaning: The closing note 'sons of Beriah' func�ons as a marker showing this whole 
cluster of names (verses 14-16) belongs together as one man's family, helping the 
ancient reader keep track of where one family group ends before the text moves to the 
next.
Lesson: Clarity about who belongs to whom - who your people actually are - gives 
structure and iden�ty to a life that might otherwise feel sca�ered. Know your circle, and 
let them know you belong to them too.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:13 - Beriah first introduced there as a family head in Aijalon, 
tying this list back to its origin.

8:17 (KJV) And Zebadiah, and Meshullam, and Hezeki, and Heber,
(B:E Project) Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hezeki and Heber.

Context: The genealogy moves to another branch of names, likely connected to Elpaal's 
wider family, con�nuing the detailed lis�ng.
Meaning: Meshullam is a name meaning something like 'one who is repaid' or 'at peace' 
- and it becomes a very common name throughout later Old Testament books, 
especially among priests and leaders a�er the exile, showing its las�ng popularity across 
genera�ons of Israelite naming.
Lesson: A single good, meaningful name can echo down through a whole culture for 
centuries, chosen again and again by parents hoping the same quality for their own 
children. Meaning ma�ers in the words and names we choose to carry forward.
See Also: Nehemiah 3:4 - a much later Meshullam helping rebuild Jerusalem's walls, 
sharing this same popular family name.
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same grace to the people around you today.
See Also: 2 Kings 22:12 - a much later figure also named Hanan, showing this hopeful 
name's con�nued use through Israel's history.

8:24 (KJV) And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothijah,
(B:E Project) Hananiah, Elam and Antothijah.

Context: The genealogical list con�nues through this branch of Benjamin's extended 
family.
Meaning: Antothijah likely connects to the town of Anathoth, men�oned earlier in 
chapter 7 as part of Benjamin's territory and later famous as the prophet Jeremiah's 
hometown - another example of person and place names weaving together throughout 
these lists.
Lesson: The place that shaped you - your hometown, your community of origin - o�en 
becomes part of your iden�ty in ways you carry for life, some�mes even built into your 
name or how others refer to you. Where you are from is worth honouring, whatever it 
was like.
See Also: Jeremiah 1:1 - Jeremiah iden�fied as being from Anathoth, the same territory 
this name likely connects to.

8:25 (KJV) And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the sons of Shashak;
(B:E Project) Iphedeiah and Penuel - sons of Shashak.

Context: This closes off another family cluster, a�ribu�ng the preceding names 
(Shashak's descendants) to their common father.
Meaning: Penuel is a striking name to encounter here - it is also the name of the place 
where Jacob wrestled with God and received the name Israel (Genesis 32:30), meaning 
this person's name carried the memory of that pivotal encounter embedded directly 
within it.
Lesson: Some names carry an en�re story of struggle and transforma�on inside them, a 
reminder passed down through genera�ons that wrestling honestly with hard ques�ons 
- even wrestling with God himself - can lead to a new iden�ty and a blessing, not 
punishment.
See Also: Genesis 32:24-30 - Jacob's wrestling match at Peniel/Penuel, the origin of the 
place name likely echoed in this person's name.

8:26 (KJV) And Shamsherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah,
(B:E Project) Shamsherai, Shehariah and Athaliah.

Context: The list con�nues through yet another cluster within this dense Benjaminite 
genealogy.

See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:22 - Eliel named again there, another instance of this God-
referencing name pa�ern in the same family.

8:21 (KJV) And Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the sons of Shimhi;
(B:E Project) Adaiah, Beraiah and Shimrath - sons of Shimhi.

Context: This closes off the family cluster begun a few verses earlier, iden�fying them 
collec�vely as belonging to a man named Shimhi.
Meaning: This is another structural closing marker in the Chronicler's method, tying a 
run of individual names back to their shared father, helping preserve the accurate family 
structure across what could otherwise become an unmanageable list.
Lesson: Good organisa�on and clear structure, even in something as unglamorous as 
record-keeping, is itself a form of care - it ensures nothing and no one gets lost. Doing the 
careful, unglamorous work behind the scenes ma�ers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:19-20 - the names immediately preceding this verse, forming 
the full group a�ributed to Shimhi.

8:22 (KJV) And Ishpan, and Heber, and Eliel,
(B:E Project) Ishpan, Heber and Eliel.

Context: The genealogy con�nues into another family cluster, s�ll part of the extensive 
Benjaminite family record.
Meaning: This is another brief, otherwise unremarkable trio of names, valuable chiefly 
as part of the accumula�ng evidence of just how thoroughly the Chronicler wanted 
Benjamin's popula�on documented - not selec�vely, but comprehensively.
Lesson: Thoroughness and completeness in caring for people - not skipping over anyone 
because they seem unimportant - reflects a deeper kind of love than only caring for the 
most visible or impressive members of a group.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:17 - a different Heber named there, illustra�ng how common 
this name was across mul�ple branches of the same tribe.

8:23 (KJV) And Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan,
(B:E Project) Abdon, Zichri and Hanan.

Context: This con�nues the extended genealogical lis�ng, moving through yet another 
cluster of Benjaminite family names.
Meaning: Hanan is a name meaning 'gracious' or connected to the idea of favour and 
mercy - another example of a name carrying an en�re prayer or hope within it, spoken 
over a child at birth by parents wan�ng that quality to define their life.
Lesson: Grace - unearned kindness and favour - is a quality worth naming and hoping for 
in the people you love, just as this ancient family did in choosing this name. Extend that 
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8:29 (KJV) And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon; whose wife’s name was Maachah:
(B:E Project) In Gibeon lived the father of Gibeon, whose wife's name was Maachah.

Context: This verse opens a new sec�on of the genealogy that will trace the ancestry of 
Israel's first king, Saul, through the se�lement at Gibeon, an important city a few miles 
northwest of Jerusalem.
Meaning: Gibeon was highly significant in Israel's worship life - the Tabernacle and the 
ancient bronze altar stood there for years before the Temple was built in Jerusalem - so 
tracing Saul's family to this loca�on connects his line to one of Israel's most important 
religious sites of the �me.
Lesson: The place you se�le can connect you to something much larger than yourself - 
a shared history, a shared purpose - even if you did not choose that place for that reason. 
Pay a�en�on to what surrounds you; it may ma�er more than you first realise.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 16:39 - the Tabernacle later established at Gibeon, tying this 
family's home to Israel's central place of worship.

8:30 (KJV) And his firstborn son Abdon, and Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Nadab,
(B:E Project) His firstborn son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal and Nadab.

Context: This begins lis�ng the sons of the man se�led at Gibeon, building toward the 
family that will produce Kish, the father of King Saul.
Meaning: The name Kish appears here as one of several sons - this genealogical branch 
is what eventually leads, a few verses later, directly to Saul, so this list is quietly 
assembling the ancestry of Israel's very first king.
Lesson: Significant futures are usually built up through long, unremarkable chains of 
ordinary family life before anyone realises what they are leading toward. You cannot 
always see, in the moment, which rela�onship or genera�on is se�ng up something 
important.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:33 - Kish later confirmed there as the father of Saul, showing 
where this genealogy is heading.

8:31 (KJV) And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zacher.
(B:E Project) Gedor, Ahio and Zacher.

Context: This completes the list of sons belonging to the Gibeonite family head 
introduced in verse 29.
Meaning: This closes off one branch of the Gibeon family before the text moves, a verse 
later, to note another son (Mikloth) and then jump directly into the famous line leading 
to Saul.
Lesson: Not every branch of a family goes on to become famous, and that is completely 
fine - each one s�ll has its own dignity and its own recorded place in the story, regardless 

Meaning: Athaliah here is a man's name, though the same name is famously used later 
for a notorious queen of Judah (2 Kings 11) who seized the throne through violence - a 
reminder that Hebrew names were not gender-exclusive, and the same name could 
carry very different reputa�ons depending on who bore it.
Lesson: You are not defined by anyone else who happens to share your name or your 
background - your own choices and character write your own reputa�on, separate from 
anyone else's history.
See Also: 2 Kings 11:1-3 - Queen Athaliah, a much later and very different figure sharing 
this same name.

8:27 (KJV) And Jaresiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the sons of Jeroham.
(B:E Project) Jaresiah, Eliah and Zichri - sons of Jeroham.

Context: This closes the long stretch of Benjaminite family names that began several 
verses earlier, a�ribu�ng this final cluster to a man named Jeroham.
Meaning: This verse marks the end of the detailed individual-name sec�on before the 
Chronicler shi�s, in the next verse, to a summary statement about where all these 
people actually lived - moving from family structure to se�lement geography.
Lesson: Knowing your family tree is only part of the picture - where you actually plant 
yourself and live out your days is just as much a part of your story as where you came 
from.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:28 - the summary verse immediately following, which locates 
this whole family in Jerusalem.

8:28 (KJV) These were heads of the fathers, by their genera�ons, chief men. These dwelt in 
Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) These were heads of families, leaders according to their genera�ons, and 
they lived in Jerusalem.

Context: This verse summarises the long preceding list of names, confirming that these 
Benjaminite leaders and their households were se�led specifically in Jerusalem.
Meaning: This detail ma�ers because Jerusalem sat right on the border between the 
territories of Judah and Benjamin, and having Benjaminite families established there is 
part of why the city could later become the shared, unifying capital for the whole na�on 
under David and Solomon rather than belonging to just one tribe.
Lesson: Shared spaces - a city, a workplace, a community - work best when more than 
one group has genuine roots and a stake in them. Diversity of background living side by 
side, as with Benjamin and Judah in Jerusalem, can become a strength rather than a 
source of division.
See Also: Joshua 18:28 - Jerusalem listed among the towns allo�ed to the tribe of 
Benjamin in the original conquest.
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survived.

8:34 (KJV) And the son of Jonathan was Meribbaal; and Meribbaal begat Micah.
(B:E Project) Jonathan's son was Meribbaal, and Meribbaal fathered Micah.

Context: Meribbaal is the same person called Mephibosheth in the books of Samuel - 
Jonathan's son, who survived the disaster at Mount Gilboa as a young child and later 
received extraordinary kindness from King David.
Meaning: As with his uncle Eshbaal/Ishbosheth, 'Meribbaal' is likely the original name, 
later altered to 'Mephibosheth' to avoid the 'baal' element; either way, this is the same 
crippled prince whom David sought out specifically to honour, for Jonathan's sake, by 
giving him a permanent place at the royal table.
Lesson: David's treatment of this man is one of the clearest pictures in the whole Old 
Testament of loyalty and grace extended for the sake of a friendship, even to someone 
from a rival, defeated family. Look for someone in your own life connected to a broken 
or difficult rela�onship, and consider what it would mean to extend that same unearned 
kindness to them.
See Also: 2 Samuel 9:6-13 - David's covenant kindness to Mephibosheth (Meribbaal), 
invi�ng him to eat permanently at the king's table for Jonathan's sake.

8:35 (KJV) And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, and Melech, and Tarea, and Ahaz.
(B:E Project) Micah's sons were Pithon, Melech, Tarea and Ahaz.

Context: The genealogy con�nues down through Saul's line via Jonathan and 
Meribbaal's son Micah, tracking the royal family's survival for several more genera�ons 
a�er the kingship itself had long passed to David's line.
Meaning: The careful, con�nued tracking of Saul's descendants for genera�ons a�er his 
dynasty ended shows the Chronicler was not interested in erasing a defeated royal 
family from the record - their ongoing life and lineage s�ll ma�ered and was s�ll worth 
documen�ng in full.
Lesson: Losing power, status, or a posi�on you once held does not mean your life or your 
family's story stops ma�ering. Con�nued, ordinary life a�er a big loss is s�ll a life worth 
living fully and recording with dignity.
See Also: 2 Samuel 4:4 - Mephibosheth's lameness explained there, part of the same 
family's con�nuing, carefully preserved story.

8:36 (KJV) And Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and 
Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza,
(B:E Project) Ahaz fathered Jehoadah, Jehoadah fathered Alemeth, Azmaveth and Zimri, 
and Zimri fathered Moza.

of what any other branch achieves.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:37 - a near-iden�cal parallel list of this same family appears 
again there, showing the Chronicler considered this genealogy important enough to 
repeat.

8:32 (KJV) And Mikloth begat Shimeah. And these also dwelt with their brethren in Jerusalem, 
over against them.
(B:E Project) Mikloth fathered Shimeah. They too lived alongside their rela�ves in 
Jerusalem, close by them.

Context: This notes that part of this Gibeonite branch of Saul's extended family also had 
a presence in Jerusalem, alongside the Benjaminite families described earlier in the 
chapter.
Meaning: This small geographic detail links the Gibeon-based family of Saul's ancestors 
back to the earlier Jerusalem-based Benjaminite community, showing that Benjamin's 
tribe, though sca�ered across a few towns, remained one connected, interrelated 
people.
Lesson: Family and community connec�ons do not require everyone to live in exactly 
the same place - people can be spread across different towns and circumstances while 
s�ll remaining genuinely bound together as one people.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:28 - the earlier note about Benjaminite family heads living in 
Jerusalem, paralleled here.

8:33 (KJV) And Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul, and Saul begat Jonathan, and 
Malchishua, and Abinadab, and Eshbaal.
(B:E Project) Ner fathered Kish, Kish fathered Saul, and Saul fathered Jonathan, 
Malchishua, Abinadab and Eshbaal.

Context: This is the pivotal verse of the chapter: it names Saul, Israel's first king, along 
with his father Kish and his four sons, including Jonathan, David's closest friend.
Meaning: Eshbaal is Saul's son known elsewhere in the Bible (in the books of Samuel) as 
Ishbosheth - later scribes seem to have replaced the element 'baal' (which had become 
associated with the Canaanite god of that name) with 'bosheth', meaning 'shame', to 
avoid honouring that name; the Chronicler here preserves the original, earlier form of 
the name.
Lesson: History does not erase people simply because they end up on the losing side or 
because the wider story moves on without them. Saul's failure as king does not stop the 
Bible from preserving his family with full, careful honesty - and I extend that same 
fairness to you, whatever your own record of failure and success looks like.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:1-6 - Saul and Jonathan's deaths in ba�le against the Philis�nes, 
the tragic end that this genealogy quietly looks past to keep recording the family that 
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Lesson: Careful record-keeping and remembering where you came from is a form of 
respect toward both the past and the future - it lets a family, or any community, know who 
they are across �me, rather than losing that thread.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:44 - this exact list of six sons repeated there almost word for word, 
showing its importance to the Chronicler.

8:39 (KJV) And the sons of Eshek his brother were, Ulam his firstborn, Jehush the second, and 
Eliphelet the third.
(B:E Project) The sons of his brother Eshek were Ulam, the firstborn, Jehush the second, 
and Eliphelet the third.

Context: The genealogy shi�s sideways to Azel's brother Eshek, tracking a parallel branch 
of the same extended royal family.
Meaning: This sideways move to a brother's family, rather than con�nuing straight down 
one line, shows the Chronicler's determina�on to capture the full breadth of this family, 
not just the most direct line of descent - every branch s�ll ma�ered enough to record.
Lesson: Being a 'side branch' of a notable family, rather than the most direct or famous line, 
does not make your place in the story any less real or valued. Everyone connected 
genuinely belongs, not just those in the most prominent posi�on.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:44 - Eshek's family repeated in the parallel genealogy there, 
confirming this branch's con�nued significance.

8:40 (KJV) And the sons of Ulam were mighty men of valour, archers, and had many sons, and 
sons’ sons, an hundred and fi�y. All these are of the sons of Benjamin.
(B:E Project) Ulam's sons were mighty warriors, skilled archers, and had many sons and 
grandsons - a hundred and fi�y in all. All these were descendants of Benjamin.

Context: This final verse of the chapter closes the whole Benjaminite genealogy with a 
striking image: a hundred and fi�y warrior-archers descended from a single man, ending 
the tribe's record on a note of strength and abundance.
Meaning: The chapter that traces a tribe nearly wiped out in civil war, and a royal family 
that lost its throne, ends not with defeat but with vitality - a hundred and fi�y capable 
descendants, a picture of genuine recovery and con�nued flourishing despite the hard 
history recorded throughout the chapter.
Lesson: Whatever losses or failures mark the earlier chapters of your own story, the ending 
is not wri�en yet. Recovery, growth, and real strength can follow even the hardest history 
- do not let an old defeat convince you that flourishing is no longer possible for you.
See Also: 1 Samuel 9:1-2 - Kish and Saul, from this same tribe, introduced there at the very 
beginning of Israel's story of kingship, a story this chapter shows con�nuing long a�er its 
drama�c early defeat.

Context: The genealogy of Saul's descendants con�nues several genera�ons further, 
well past the era of Saul's own reign, into what would have been roughly the period of 
the divided kingdom of Israel and Judah.
Meaning: This ordinary-looking con�nua�on across many genera�ons quietly 
demonstrates a real point: the descendants of Israel's first, failed king kept living 
ordinary lives, having children, being recorded - proof that a family's worth is not 
permanently defined by one ancestor's failures or by losing a throne.
Lesson: Whatever went wrong in your family's past - a failure, a fall from a posi�on of 
honour - does not have to define every genera�on that follows. Life con�nues, and each 
new genera�on gets to write its own chapter.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:42 - a near-parallel version of this same genealogical sec�on, 
showing the Chronicler cross-checked and repeated this family record with care.

8:37 (KJV) And Moza begat Binea: Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son:
(B:E Project) Moza fathered Binea. Rapha was his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son.

Context: The genealogy of Saul's line con�nues to descend, genera�on a�er genera�on, 
toward its final named descendant, Azel.
Meaning: By this point the family line is many genera�ons removed from Saul's reign, 
likely reaching close to the �me of the Babylonian exile - a sign that this royal family's 
story, though it lost the throne early on, con�nued being tracked right up un�l Israel's 
later na�onal catastrophe.
Lesson: A story is rarely finished at the point where it seems to have failed. Saul's line 
kept going for centuries a�er his own personal downfall - your own setbacks are very 
unlikely to be the true final word on your family's or your own future.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:43 - the parallel lis�ng of this same line, reaching the same 
descendant Azel.

8:38 (KJV) And Azel had six sons, whose names are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, and 
Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan. All these were the sons of Azel.
(B:E Project) Azel had six sons, named Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah 
and Hanan - all of these were Azel's sons.

Context: This verse gives unusual detail - six named sons for a single man this many 
genera�ons removed from Saul - sugges�ng the Chronicler had access to a genuinely 
detailed record for this final stretch of the royal Benjaminite line.
Meaning: The fact that this level of detail survives for a family so long a�er Saul's death, 
likely close to the exile period, shows how seriously ancient Israel valued keeping 
accurate genealogical records, especially for a family connected to the na�on's very first 
king.
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Context: This marks the shi� from exile back to the land - the returning exiles re-
establish themselves in their ancestral towns, and the Chronicler lists the groups 
involved, star�ng with worship personnel.
Meaning: The Nethinims (meaning 'given ones') were temple assistants, o�en 
descended from non-Israelite peoples assigned to support work at the sanctuary - even 
they are named as full par�cipants in rebuilding the community. The order ma�ers: 
ordinary ci�zens and worship staff rese�le together, showing that rebuilding a na�on 
and rebuilding its spiritual life happened as one project.
Lesson: No�ce that no one on this list outranks anyone else - the temple servant is 
named right alongside the priest. I care about every role someone plays in rebuilding a 
community, however humble the job looks from outside.
See Also: Ezra 2:43-58 - a detailed list of Nethinims returning from exile; Joshua 9:27 - 
the origin of temple servants among the Gibeonites.

9:3 (KJV) And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, and of the children of Benjamin, 
and of the children of Ephraim, and Manasseh;
(B:E Project) Living in Jerusalem were people from the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, 
Ephraim, and Manasseh.

Context: Jerusalem, though in Benjamin and Judah's territory, drew rese�lers from 
tribes associated with the old northern kingdom too, showing the city func�oned as a 
unifying centre beyond just Judah.
Meaning: This is a small but telling detail: even though the northern kingdom (which 
included Ephraim and Manasseh) had been destroyed by Assyria over a century before 
Judah fell to Babylon, some of their descendants ended up back in Jerusalem too. The 
list quietly insists Jerusalem belonged to all of Israel, not just Judah.
Lesson: A true home welcomes people back regardless of which group or background 
they came from. I want you to see that rebuilding always looks like different groups 
choosing to live together again, not staying divided.
See Also: 2 Kings 17:6 - the earlier fall of the northern kingdom that sca�ered Ephraim 
and Manasseh; Ezekiel 37:15-22 - the vision of Judah and the northern tribes reunited as 
one s�ck.

9:4 (KJV) Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the 
children of Pharez the son of Judah.
(B:E Project) Uthai son of Ammihud, whose family line runs back through Omri, Imri and 
Bani, was descended from Pharez, Judah's son.

Context: This opens the roll call of individual family heads from Judah who rese�led 
Jerusalem, tracing Uthai's line back to Pharez.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 9

1 Chronicles Chapter 9 lists the families and leaders who returned to se�le in Jerusalem a�er the 
Babylonian exile, highligh�ng the restora�on of community and worship. The chapter records the 
genealogies of the ordinary ci�zens, the priests, and the Levites, detailing their specific du�es in 
God's house—such as guarding the temple gates, managing the sacred storerooms, preparing 
the special bread, and leading the daily music. By establishing order and restar�ng daily worship, 
the returned people rebuilt their spiritual life in the city. The chapter finishes by repea�ng the 
family tree of King Saul, se�ng the stage for the transi�on to the reign of King David.

9:1 (KJV) So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they were wri�en in the 
book of the kings of Israel and Judah, who were carried away to Babylon for their 
transgression.
(B:E Project) All of Israel's family lines were recorded and wri�en down in the official 
records of the kings of Israel and Judah - the same record that shows they were carried 
off to Babylon because of their unfaithfulness.

Context: This verse closes the long genealogical sec�on that opened 1 Chronicles 
(chapters 1-9) and explains why it ma�ers: these records survived the disaster of exile. 
The Chronicler, wri�ng a�er the return from Babylon, shows his readers that their 
iden�ty wasn't lost even though their na�on was.
Meaning: This is a hinge verse - it explains why nine chapters of names ma�er. A 
conquered, displaced, sca�ered people could easily have lost track of who they were, 
but someone kept wri�ng it down even in defeat. The verse also names the reason for 
the exile plainly: transgression, meaning broken faithfulness, not random bad luck but 
the consequence of a na�on's own choices. For today's reader, it's a picture of how 
iden�ty and memory survive catastrophe when someone bothers to preserve them.
Lesson: Even when your life has been disrupted or you feel like you have lost everything, 
who you are and where you came from is not erased. I am telling you that your story s�ll 
exists and s�ll ma�ers, and it is never too late to be honest about where things went 
wrong and start again.
See Also: 2 Kings 25:1-11 - the fall of Jerusalem and deporta�on this verse refers to; Ezra 
2:1-2 - the return from Babylon that gives these genealogies fresh purpose.

9:2 (KJV) Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their ci�es were, the 
Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the Nethinims.
(B:E Project) The first people to rese�le in their own towns a�er the exile were ordinary 
Israelites, priests, Levites (the tribe responsible for worship), and the Nethinims (temple 
servants).

     CHAPTER 9
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9:7 (KJV) And of the sons of Benjamin; Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah, the 
son of Hasenuah,
(B:E Project) From the tribe of Benjamin: Sallu son of Meshullam, whose line traces back 
through Hodaviah and Hasenuah.

Context: The list now shi�s from Judah to Benjamin, the other tribe most associated 
with the southern kingdom and with Jerusalem, which sat on the border of both 
territories.
Meaning: Benjamin's inclusion here is significant because it was Benjamin's most 
famous son, Saul, who had been Israel's first king - and this chapter will end with Saul's 
genealogy, se�ng up his tragic downfall in chapter 10. Naming ordinary Benjamite 
families first grounds that royal story in a wider community that outlived Saul's failure.
Lesson: One person's failure doesn't define an en�re family or community forever. I look 
at each genera�on fresh, ready to work with whoever is willing, regardless of what their 
ancestors got wrong.
See Also: Genesis 35:18 - Benjamin's birth; 1 Samuel 9:1-2 - Saul introduced as a 
Benjamite.

9:8 (KJV) And Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and 
Meshullam the son of Shephathiah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;
(B:E Project) Also from Benjamin: Ibneiah son of Jeroham; Elah son of Uzzi (grandson of 
Michri); and Meshullam son of Shephathiah, whose line goes back through Reuel and 
Ibnijah.

Context: The list con�nues naming heads of Benjamite households who se�led in 
Jerusalem a�er the exile.
Meaning: These names would mean li�le to a modern reader taken alone, but that is 
rather the point - they were leaders whose own communi�es knew and valued them, 
even though history has largely forgo�en them. The Bible bothers to write them down 
anyway.
Lesson: Significance in life doesn't require fame. I know every name that history forgets, 
and to me none of them is a footnote.
See Also: Nehemiah 11:7-9 - a parallel list of Benjamite se�lers in Jerusalem a�er the 
exile.

9:9 (KJV) And their brethren, according to their genera�ons, nine hundred and fi�y and six. 
All these men were chief of the fathers in the house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) Their rela�ves, counted by family line, numbered 956. All these men were 
heads of their family households.

Context: This closes the Benjamin sec�on with a headcount, mirroring how the Judah 
sec�on ended (verse 6), and iden�fies these men as family leaders.

Meaning: Pharez was one of the twin sons born to Judah under difficult and scandalous 
circumstances (Genesis 38), yet his line became one of the most significant in the Bible, 
eventually producing King David and, in the New Testament's reckoning, Jesus. Naming 
Uthai's descent from Pharez quietly connects an otherwise unknown returning exile to 
that larger royal story.
Lesson: Where you come from - even a family history with shame or complica�on in it - 
does not disqualify you from being part of something significant. I don't measure people 
by their ancestry's mistakes but by what they do with the life they've been given.
See Also: Genesis 38:27-30 - the birth of Pharez; Ma�hew 1:3 - Pharez listed in Jesus's 
genealogy; Ruth 4:18-22 - Pharez's line leading to David.

9:5 (KJV) And of the Shilonites; Asaiah the firstborn, and his sons.
(B:E Project) From the Shilonite family: Asaiah, the eldest son, and his sons also rese�led 
Jerusalem.

Context: "Shilonites" here likely refers to descendants of Shelah, Judah's third son, 
con�nuing the roll call of Judah's rese�led families.
Meaning: Asaiah is named simply as 'the firstborn' - the one who inherited the leading 
posi�on in his family line. In a culture where the eldest carried par�cular responsibility 
for the family's future, recording him by name preserves not just a person but a role: 
someone had to step up and lead this family's return.
Lesson: Whatever posi�on you hold in your family - firstborn or not - I am asking you to 
see it as a chance to serve those who come a�er you, not a �tle to hold over them.
See Also: Genesis 38:5 - Shelah, Judah's third son and likely ancestor of these Shilonites; 
Numbers 26:20 - the family of Shelah counted in the wilderness census.

9:6 (KJV) And of the sons of Zerah; Jeuel, and their brethren, six hundred and ninety.
(B:E Project) From Zerah's family: Jeuel and his rela�ves, 690 people in total.

Context: Zerah was Pharez's twin brother (Genesis 38), and this verse gives the size of his 
branch of Judah's tribe among the rese�lers - a notably large number.
Meaning: The number ma�ers here more than any single name: 690 people from one 
branch of one tribe shows how substan�al the return to Jerusalem actually was. En�re 
extended clans, hundreds of people, were rebuilding a city together.
Lesson: Real restora�on usually isn't the work of one drama�c hero - it's hundreds of 
ordinary people, like these 690, quietly showing up and doing their part. I no�ce every 
one of them, not just the named leader.
See Also: Genesis 38:30 - the birth of Zerah; Nehemiah 7:66-67 - similar large 
headcounts of the returning community.
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Meshillemith, the son of Immer;
(B:E Project) Adaiah son of Jeroham, descended from Pashur and Malchijah, and 
Maasiai son of Adiel, whose line runs through Jahzerah, Meshullam, Meshillemith, and 
Immer.

Context: The list of leading priestly families con�nues, naming two more heads of 
household among the rese�led priests.
Meaning: The priestly line of Immer named here is the same family that, genera�ons 
later, would include the priest Zephaniah in Jeremiah's day - a reminder that these 
genealogies aren't dead ends but threads that keep surfacing throughout Israel's 
ongoing story.
Lesson: Even a name buried in a long list has a living thread connec�ng it to a bigger story 
you may never fully see. I ask you to trust that your unseen faithfulness is woven into 
something larger than what you can observe.
See Also: Jeremiah 20:1 - Pashur, from this priestly family, opposing Jeremiah; Ezra 2:37 
- the family of Immer among the returning priests.

9:13 (KJV) And their brethren, heads of the house of their fathers, a thousand and seven 
hundred and threescore; very able men for the work of the service of the house of God.
(B:E Project) Their rela�ves, heads of their family households, numbered 1,760 - capable 
men for doing the work of serving God's house.

Context: This closes the priestly sec�on with both a headcount and an assessment of 
quality - these were not just numerous but competent.
Meaning: The phrase 'very able men' is a deliberate compliment - temple worship 
wasn't restarted with an untrained skeleton crew but with genuinely skilled, capable 
people. Competence ma�ered to how seriously worship was taken.
Lesson: Bring your full ability to whatever you consider important in your life - don't offer 
le�overs or the bare minimum. I no�ce the difference between someone going through 
the mo�ons and someone genuinely capable and commi�ed.
See Also: Exodus 31:1-6 - God specifically gi�ing cra�smen with ability for sacred work, 
a similar theme of skill dedicated to worship.

9:14 (KJV) And of the Levites; Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of 
Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;
(B:E Project) From the Levites: Shemaiah son of Hasshub, descended through Azrikam 
and Hashabiah, from the family of Merari.

Context: The list now moves to the Levites, the tribe set apart for suppor�ng roles in 
worship, dis�nct from the priests, star�ng with the Merarite branch.
Meaning: Merari was one of Levi's three sons, and his descendants historically had 
responsibility for the heavier structural work of the tabernacle - frames, bars, pillars, 

Meaning: Between Judah's 690 and Benjamin's 956, well over a thousand household 
heads alone had rese�led Jerusalem - real evidence of a func�oning, growing 
community being rebuilt family by family a�er total collapse.
Lesson: Leadership, as I see it, starts at home - being the person your own household can 
rely on. Before you try to lead anything bigger, be faithful to the people closest to you.
See Also: Nehemiah 11:8 - Benjamite numbers in a parallel rese�lement list.

9:10 (KJV) And of the priests; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and Jachin,
(B:E Project) From the priests: Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, and Jachin.

Context: The list now turns from ordinary tribal families to the priesthood, the 
descendants of Aaron responsible for sacrifices and worship at the temple.
Meaning: These three names represent priestly divisions established genera�ons earlier 
(see 1 Chronicles 24) - Jehoiarib's family would later produce the Maccabean priestly 
dynasty of the second century BC. Recording them here shows worship resuming as a 
structured, orderly ins�tu�on rather than an improvised a�erthought.
Lesson: I care about order and faithfulness in how people serve, not just enthusiasm. 
Doing a sacred task well, genera�on a�er genera�on, is itself a form of devo�on.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:7 - Jehoiarib listed as the first of the 24 priestly divisions David 
organised.

9:11 (KJV) And Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of Zadok, the son of 
Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God;
(B:E Project) Azariah son of Hilkiah, whose line traces back through Meshullam, Zadok, 
Meraioth, and Ahitub, was the chief officer over God's house.

Context: This iden�fies the man holding the highest priestly office in the rese�led 
community, tracing his descent through the famous priest Zadok, who had served David 
and Solomon.
Meaning: Zadok's line had a long, respected history of priestly service going back to 
David's reign. Naming this chief priest's full pedigree shows con�nuity - the same trusted 
priestly family that served the first temple is now leading worship again a�er exile, 
nothing broken beyond repair.
Lesson: Trust, once proven faithful over genera�ons, is worth honouring and 
con�nuing. I value people who keep showing up reliably to their responsibili�es, long 
a�er the excitement has faded.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:17 - Zadok serving as priest under David; Ezekiel 44:15 - Zadok's 
descendants singled out for their faithfulness.

9:12 (KJV) And Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashur, the son of Malchijah, and 
Maasiai the son of Adiel, the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of 
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 16:41-42 - Jeduthun appointed alongside Heman and Asaph to 
lead worship; 2 Samuel 23:28 - Netophah as home to some of David's mighty men.

9:17 (KJV) And the porters were, Shallum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, and their 
brethren: Shallum was the chief;
(B:E Project) The gatekeepers were Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, and Ahiman, along with 
their rela�ves - Shallum was their leader.

Context: The list now shi�s to the 'porters' or gatekeepers - Levites responsible for 
guarding and controlling access to the temple's gates.
Meaning: Guarding gates might sound like minor security work, but in the ancient 
temple it was a posi�on of real trust - these men controlled who could approach sacred 
space, and prevented the�, defilement or disorder. Naming their chief shows this 
func�on had real structure and accountability.
Lesson: Boundaries and thresholds ma�er, whether in a building or in your own life. I 
want you to be someone who guards what's sacred to you - your �me, your 
rela�onships, your integrity - with the same seriousness these men brought to a physical 
gate.
See Also: Psalm 84:10 - "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God" - the 
psalmist valuing this very role of gatekeeping.

9:18 (KJV) Who hitherto waited in the king’s gate eastward: they were porters in the 
companies of the children of Levi.
(B:E Project) Up to that point they had been sta�oned at the king's gate on the east side; 
they served as gatekeepers among the Levite divisions.

Context: This locates the gatekeepers specifically at the eastern gate - tradi�onally the 
most significant entrance, facing the direc�on associated with the rising sun and royal 
approach.
Meaning: The eastern gate held par�cular status, later prophesied in Ezekiel to be 
reserved for the LORD's own glory, so sta�oning senior gatekeepers there again reflects 
the seriousness with which access to holy space was treated.
Lesson: Where you choose to stand - what you guard, what you give your a�en�on to 
first each day - shapes everything else. I encourage you to put your most careful 
a�en�on on what ma�ers most, not what's easiest.
See Also: Ezekiel 44:1-2 - the east gate later described as reserved specifically for the 
LORD's glory.

9:19 (KJV) And Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, and his 
brethren, of the house of his father, the Korahites, were over the work of the service, 
keepers of the gates of the tabernacle: and their fathers, being over the host of the LORD, 

sockets. Even that unglamorous, physical labour gets its family line recorded with the 
same care as the priests.
Lesson: Physical, prac�cal work ma�ers just as much as visible leadership. I honour the 
person who carries the load and does the heavy li�ing as much as the one who stands 
at the front.
See Also: Numbers 4:29-33 - the Merarites' assigned duty of carrying the tabernacle's 
structural components.

9:15 (KJV) And Bakbakkar, Heresh, and Galal, and Ma�aniah the son of Micah, the son of 
Zichri, the son of Asaph;
(B:E Project) Also Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Ma�aniah son of Micah, descended 
from Zichri and Asaph.

Context: The Levite list con�nues, now reaching the family of Asaph, one of David's chief 
musicians.
Meaning: Asaph was one of three Levites David appointed to lead worship music, and 
several psalms (50, 73-83) are a�ributed to his family line. Ma�aniah's descent from 
Asaph links this returning exile directly to Israel's great tradi�on of worship music and 
poetry.
Lesson: A gi� passed down in a family - music, art, whatever it may be - is worth 
stewarding well across genera�ons. I delight in beauty and crea�vity offered back in 
gra�tude, not just in duty carried out.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 16:4-5 - Asaph appointed by David to lead worship music; Psalm 
73 (�tle) - a psalm a�ributed to Asaph.

9:16 (KJV) And Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal, the son of Jeduthun, and 
Berechiah the son of Asa, the son of Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages of the 
Netophathites.
(B:E Project) Obadiah son of Shemaiah, descended from Galal and Jeduthun, and 
Berechiah son of Asa, descended from Elkanah, who lived in the villages near Netophah.

Context: This con�nues the Levite genealogy, naming descendants of Jeduthun 
(another of David's chief musicians) and loca�ng one family in Netophah, a small town 
near Bethlehem.
Meaning: Jeduthun led Israel's worship music under David alongside Asaph and Heman, 
so this verse threads another musical dynasty into the rese�led community. The 
men�on of Netophah also shows Levites lived spread through the countryside, not just 
clustered in Jerusalem.
Lesson: You don't need to be at the centre of a�en�on to ma�er to me - faithful people 
living quietly in small towns count for just as much as those in the capital city.
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Meaning: The tent of mee�ng was where God's presence was understood to dwell 
among the people before the temple was built, so this role, however modest it sounds, 
put Zechariah at the literal threshold between ordinary life and the presence of God.
Lesson: Some of the most meaningful posi�ons in life are the quiet ones standing at a 
threshold, helping others cross from one state into another. I see the value in that kind 
of steady, unglamorous service.
See Also: Exodus 33:7-11 - the tent of mee�ng described as the place where God spoke 
with Moses.

9:22 (KJV) All these which were chosen to be porters in the gates were two hundred and 
twelve. These were reckoned by their genealogy in their villages, whom David and 
Samuel the seer did ordain in their set office.
(B:E Project) In total, 212 men were selected as gatekeepers. They were registered by 
family line in their villages; David and Samuel the prophet had originally established 
them in this role.

Context: This closes the gatekeeper sec�on with a headcount, credi�ng both David and 
Samuel with se�ng up this system, tracing its authority back through two of Israel's 
most respected leaders.
Meaning: Linking this structure to Samuel as well as David gives it deep legi�macy - this 
wasn't some improvised post-exile arrangement but a restora�on of an order 
established genera�ons earlier by trusted leadership.
Lesson: Good structures and systems, built wisely long ago, are worth preserving rather 
than reinven�ng every genera�on. I value people who honour and maintain what 
faithful predecessors built well.
See Also: 1 Samuel 9:15-17 - Samuel's earlier role iden�fying and anoin�ng leaders for 
Israel; 1 Chronicles 26:1-19 - a fuller list of the gatekeeper divisions David organised.

9:23 (KJV) So they and their children had the oversight of the gates of the house of the LORD, 
namely, the house of the tabernacle, by wards.
(B:E Project) So they and their descendants were responsible for guarding the gates of 
the LORD's house, the tabernacle, working in shi�s.

Context: This summarises the gatekeepers' hereditary, ongoing responsibility, organised 
into rota�ng shi�s rather than constant single-handed duty.
Meaning: The shi� system meant no one family bore the whole burden alone forever - 
responsibility was shared and sustainable across genera�ons, a prac�cal detail that 
reveals though�ul organisa�on behind Israel's worship life.
Lesson: Sustainable commitment beats burnout every �me. I don't ask you to carry 
every responsibility alone or without rest - share the load, and let others take their turn 
too.

were keepers of the entry.
(B:E Project) Shallum son of Kore, descended from Ebiasaph and Korah, and his rela�ves 
from the Korahite family, were in charge of gatekeeping du�es for the tabernacle - their 
ancestors had likewise guarded its entrance as part of the LORD's camp.

Context: This traces the gatekeeping role back to the Korahites, descendants of Korah, 
and links their duty all the way back to Israel's wilderness journey under Moses.
Meaning: Korah's rebellion against Moses' leadership (Numbers 16) got him and his 
followers drama�cally judged, yet his descendants weren't wiped out or permanently 
disgraced; genera�ons later, Korahite families are trusted with one of the most sensi�ve 
jobs in Israel's worship, and several psalms (42, 44-49, 84-85, 87-88) even bear their 
name.
Lesson: Your family's worst moment, or even your own, doesn't have to be the end of 
your story. I specialise in giving people - and their descendants - a fresh chance to be 
trusted again.
See Also: Numbers 16:31-33 - Korah's rebellion and judgment; Psalm 84 (�tle) - a psalm 
a�ributed to the sons of Korah, this same rehabilitated family.

9:20 (KJV) And Phinehas the son of Eleazar was the ruler over them in �me past, and the LORD 
was with him.
(B:E Project) In earlier �mes, Phinehas son of Eleazar had been their overseer, and the 
LORD was with him.

Context: This looks back to an earlier era - Phinehas, grandson of Aaron, from the �me 
of Moses - as the historical precedent for this gatekeeping leadership.
Meaning: Phinehas was famous for decisive ac�on that stopped a plague among Israel 
(Numbers 25), and God rewarded him with a covenant of las�ng priesthood. Ci�ng him 
roots this later, unglamorous gatekeeping work in a much older story of decisive 
faithfulness.
Lesson: Courage to do the right thing, even when unpopular, has las�ng consequences 
that echo far beyond the moment. I remember and honour decisive faithfulness long 
a�er the crisis has passed.
See Also: Numbers 25:7-13 - Phinehas's decisive ac�on and God's covenant of peace 
with him.

9:21 (KJV) And Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was porter of the door of the tabernacle of 
the congrega�on.
(B:E Project) Zechariah son of Meshelemiah was the gatekeeper at the entrance of the 
tent of mee�ng.

Context: This names another specific gatekeeper serving at the tabernacle entrance, 
con�nuing the detailed roll call of this office.
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Meaning: Trust with a gate naturally extended to trust with treasure - the same men 
reliable enough to control access were also trusted with valuable goods, showing how 
integrity in a small role opened the door to greater responsibility.
Lesson: How you handle small responsibili�es is exactly how you'll handle bigger ones. 
I'm watching your faithfulness in the ordinary moments more than I'm wai�ng for one 
big test.
See Also: Luke 16:10 - "He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much," a 
New Testament echo of this same principle.

9:27 (KJV) And they lodged round about the house of God, because the charge was upon 
them, and the opening thereof every morning pertained to them.
(B:E Project) They lived right around God's house because they were responsible for it, 
including opening it up every morning.

Context: This describes the prac�cal living arrangement of the resident gatekeepers, 
housed close to their post so they could fulfil their duty, including opening the doors at 
dawn.
Meaning: There's something quietly moving about 'the opening thereof every morning 
pertained to them' - every single day, without fanfare, someone had to open the doors 
so worship could begin. It's the kind of unglamorous, repeated faithfulness that keeps 
any community func�oning.
Lesson: The people who show up every single morning to do the unglamorous, 
necessary thing are the ones who keep everything else possible. I see that kind of quiet 
consistency, even when nobody applauds it.
See Also: Lamenta�ons 3:22-23 - "new every morning," a similar idea of daily renewal 
and faithfulness.

9:28 (KJV) And certain of them had the charge of the ministering vessels, that they should 
bring them in and out by tale.
(B:E Project) Some of them were responsible for the ceremonial vessels used in worship, 
coun�ng them carefully as they were brought in and taken out.

Context: This describes another specific duty among the Levites - inventory control over 
the sacred items used in temple service.
Meaning: Coun�ng items in and out 'by tale' (by tally) reflects real accountability - 
nothing sacred was allowed to simply disappear or go unaccounted for. It's me�culous, 
careful stewardship of what had been entrusted to them.
Lesson: Being trustworthy with the things people hand into your care - even small, 
easily-overlooked things - is a real form of love and respect. I ask you to be the kind of 
person others can hand something to without anxiety.

See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:12-19 - the detailed rota showing how gatekeeping shi�s were 
assigned.

9:24 (KJV) In four quarters were the porters, toward the east, west, north, and south.
(B:E Project) The gatekeepers were posi�oned at all four sides - east, west, north, and 
south.

Context: This gives the geographic layout of the gatekeeping system, covering every 
approach to the sacred site.
Meaning: Full, all-round coverage - nothing was le� unguarded or una�ended. It's a 
small detail reflec�ng a bigger principle: thoroughness in caring for what ma�ers, 
leaving no side neglected.
Lesson: Don't leave gaps in the things you care about protec�ng - your integrity, your 
rela�onships, your peace of mind. I ask for thoroughness, not perfec�onism, but 
genuine a�en�veness on every side of your life.
See Also: Ezekiel 48:31-34 - the New Jerusalem's gates similarly described on all four 
sides, a symbol of complete accessibility.

9:25 (KJV) And their brethren, which were in their villages, were to come a�er seven days from 
�me to �me with them.
(B:E Project) Their rela�ves, who lived out in the surrounding villages, would come in on 
a weekly rota�on to join them.

Context: This explains the support system behind the resident gatekeepers - rela�ves 
from nearby villages rotated in periodically to share the workload.
Meaning: This detail shows real logis�cal planning - a workable roster that let people 
maintain both their village life and their sacred duty, rather than demanding permanent 
reloca�on from everyone involved.
Lesson: Service to something greater than yourself doesn't have to mean abandoning 
the rest of your life. I value balance - showing up faithfully for your turn, then returning 
to tend the rest of what you've been given.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 23:8 - a similar weekly rota�on system among priests and Levites 
under Jehoiada.

9:26 (KJV) For these Levites, the four chief porters, were in their set office, and were over the 
chambers and treasuries of the house of God.
(B:E Project) These four chief gatekeepers held a permanent posi�on and were 
responsible for the storerooms and treasuries of God's house.

Context: This clarifies that beyond simple gate duty, the senior gatekeepers also had 
financial and custodial responsibility over the temple's valuable stores.
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Meaning: Once again a Korahite - descendant of the man whose rebellion once brought 
judgment - is shown fully trusted and integrated into sacred service, reinforcing the 
theme that no family's past failure permanently locks out future genera�ons from 
meaningful responsibility.
Lesson: Whatever happened in your family before you, or in your own past, doesn't 
have to define the role you get to play now. I judge you by your own faithfulness, not 
your ancestry.
See Also: Levi�cus 6:21 - instruc�ons for grain offerings baked in a pan, the kind of task 
Ma�thiah oversaw.

9:32 (KJV) And other of their brethren, of the sons of the Kohathites, were over the 
shewbread, to prepare it every sabbath.
(B:E Project) Other rela�ves from the Kohathite family were responsible for preparing 
the showbread every sabbath.

Context: This assigns the weekly prepara�on of the showbread (twelve loaves 
represen�ng the twelve tribes) to the Kohathite branch of the Levites.
Meaning: The showbread was replaced fresh every sabbath and represented Israel's 
con�nual presence before God - a quiet, repeated symbol renewed week a�er week, 
entrusted to a family whose ancestor Kohath had also carried the most sacred 
tabernacle furniture in the wilderness.
Lesson: Some of the most meaningful things in life are the ones you renew regularly 
rather than do once - a weekly rhythm, a repeated act of care. I value that steady 
renewal more than a single grand gesture.
See Also: Levi�cus 24:5-9 - the instruc�ons for the showbread's weekly prepara�on and 
arrangement; Numbers 4:4-15 - the Kohathites' earlier duty carrying the tabernacle's 
holiest furnishings.

9:33 (KJV) And these are the singers, chief of the fathers of the Levites, who remaining in the 
chambers were free: for they were employed in that work day and night.
(B:E Project) These were the musicians, leading Levite family heads, who lived in the 
temple chambers and were excused from other du�es because their work kept them 
occupied around the clock.

Context: This introduces the temple musicians as a dis�nct, full-�me professional group, 
exempt from other du�es because music was their en�re occupa�on.
Meaning: This is a striking detail: music was taken seriously enough in Israel's worship 
that certain Levites did nothing else - it was a full-�me, honoured voca�on, not a hobby 
squeezed in around other work. 'Day and night' suggests worship through music was 
understood as con�nuous.

See Also: Ezra 1:9-11 - a similar careful inventory of temple vessels returned from 
Babylon by count.

9:29 (KJV) Some of them also were appointed to oversee the vessels, and all the instruments 
of the sanctuary, and the fine flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frankincense, and 
the spices.
(B:E Project) Others were assigned to oversee the sanctuary's equipment and supplies - 
fine flour, wine, oil, frankincense, and spices.

Context: This lists the range of physical materials Levites managed for temple worship, 
from equipment to consumable offerings and incense ingredients.
Meaning: Worship in ancient Israel required a whole supply chain of quality ingredients, 
carefully sourced and stored. Someone had to make sure the flour was fine enough, the 
oil pure enough, the incense properly mixed - prac�cal logis�cs behind every sacred 
moment.
Lesson: The unseen prepara�on behind something meaningful ma�ers as much as the 
visible moment itself. I honour the person doing the quiet groundwork just as much as 
the one everyone sees at the front.
See Also: Exodus 30:34-38 - the specific recipe and careful handling required for the 
sacred incense.

9:30 (KJV) And some of the sons of the priests made the ointment of the spices.
(B:E Project) Some of the priests' sons prepared the perfumed ointment from the spices.

Context: This specifies that mixing the sacred anoin�ng oil was a priestly task, dis�nct 
from the general Levite storekeeping just described.
Meaning: The anoin�ng oil had a specific, protected recipe (Exodus 30) and was used to 
consecrate priests, kings, and sacred objects, so the men making it were entrusted with 
something symbolically central to how leadership and holiness were marked in Israel.
Lesson: Some tasks require special trust and special prepara�on, not because the 
person doing them is be�er than anyone else, but because the task itself carries weight. 
I ask you to treat what's entrusted to you with the seriousness it deserves.
See Also: Exodus 30:22-33 - the original recipe and instruc�ons for the sacred anoin�ng 
oil.

9:31 (KJV) And Ma�thiah, one of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, 
had the set office over the things that were made in the pans.
(B:E Project) Ma�thiah, a Levite and the eldest son of Shallum the Korahite, was 
permanently responsible for the food cooked in pans for offerings.

Context: This names a specific individual, from the rehabilitated Korahite family 
men�oned earlier, given a permanent baking role in temple service.
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Context: This lists Jehiel's sons, con�nuing the Saul family genealogy that will culminate 
in Saul himself a few verses later.
Meaning: Among these names, Kish and Ner ma�er most for what's coming - Kish will 
be iden�fied as Saul's father, and Ner as an ancestor �ed to Abner, Saul's military 
commander - so this list is quietly assembling the family pieces the reader will need for 
the story about to unfold.
Lesson: Details that seem unimportant now o�en turn out to ma�er later. I ask you for 
pa�ence with the parts of your story that don't yet make sense - they may be se�ng up 
something significant.
See Also: 1 Samuel 9:1 - Kish introduced as Saul's father; 1 Chronicles 9:39 - where this 
same family reaches Saul.

9:37 (KJV) And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah, and Mikloth.
(B:E Project) His other sons were Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, and Mikloth.

Context: This completes the list of Jehiel's sons begun in the previous verse.
Meaning: As with many names in this genealogy, these men are otherwise unknown to 
us, but their inclusion completes the family record with the same care given to their 
more famous rela�ve Saul, refusing to let the ordinary brothers simply vanish from 
memory.
Lesson: You don't need to be the most famous member of your family for your life to be 
recorded and to ma�er. I keep account of every name, not just the one history 
remembers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:31 - the same brothers listed in the earlier version of this 
genealogy.

9:38 (KJV) And Mikloth begat Shimeam. And they also dwelt with their brethren at Jerusalem, 
over against their brethren.
(B:E Project) Mikloth's son was Shimeam. This family also lived in Jerusalem, near their 
rela�ves.

Context: This notes that Saul's extended Benjamite family, originally from Gibeon, had 
also relocated to Jerusalem alongside their kin, tying this genealogy back into the 
rese�lement described earlier in the chapter.
Meaning: Even Saul's family - Israel's first, ul�mately rejected royal line - is shown 
rese�led peacefully in Jerusalem alongside everyone else. There's no lingering exile or 
punishment a�ached to his descendants collec�vely; they're simply part of the restored 
community.
Lesson: A person's failure doesn't have to become a permanent sentence passed down 
to their whole family. I welcome descendants back into full belonging, regardless of 
what an ancestor got wrong.

Lesson: If you have a gi� - music, art, any crea�ve calling - I don't see it as a lesser use of 
your �me compared to more 'prac�cal' work. Devo�ng yourself fully to what you're 
genuinely gi�ed at is itself a worthy life.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:1 - David formally se�ng apart musicians for full-�me service; 
Psalm 150 - the call to praise God with a whole range of instruments.

9:34 (KJV) These chief fathers of the Levites were chief throughout their genera�ons; these 
dwelt at Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) These leading Levite family heads held their leadership posi�ons 
genera�on a�er genera�on, and they lived in Jerusalem.

Context: This closes the whole Jerusalem rese�lement list (verses 2-34), summarising 
the Levite leaders just named and confirming their residence in the city.
Meaning: The phrase 'throughout their genera�ons' underlines con�nuity - these 
weren't one-off appointments but enduring family responsibili�es, meant to outlast any 
single leader's life�me, part of a structure built to last.
Lesson: Build things in your life - habits, values, commitments - that are meant to outlast 
you and be picked up by whoever comes a�er. I care about legacies that keep serving 
people long a�er you're gone.
See Also: Nehemiah 11:1-2 - a parallel account of leaders choosing, and being chosen, to 
live in Jerusalem a�er the exile.

9:35 (KJV) And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Jehiel, whose wife’s name was Maachah,
(B:E Project) In Gibeon lived Jehiel, the founder or leading figure of Gibeon, whose wife 
was named Maachah.

Context: The chapter now abruptly shi�s from the Jerusalem rese�lement list to 
repea�ng, with small varia�ons, the genealogy of Saul's family first given in chapter 8, 
beginning with his ancestor Jehiel of Gibeon.
Meaning: This repe��on is deliberate: the Chronicler is se�ng up the very next chapter, 
Saul's death, by re-grounding readers in exactly who Saul was and where he came from, 
right before showing how catastrophically his reign ended.
Lesson: Some�mes it helps to look back at where someone started before 
understanding how their story ended. I ask you to extend that same fairness to people 
you're tempted to judge only by their worst chapter.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:29 - the earlier version of this same genealogy; Joshua 9:3-27 - 
Gibeon's earlier significant role in Israel's history.

9:36 (KJV) And his firstborn son Abdon, then Zur, and Kish, and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab,
(B:E Project) His eldest son was Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Baal, Ner, and Nadab.
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Meaning: This 'Ahaz' is not the notorious later king of Judah of the same name from a 
different family en�rely - a reminder to be careful with common names repea�ng across 
the Bible's genealogies, and that context always determines who's actually meant.
Lesson: Don't assume you know someone's whole story just because their name or 
situa�on reminds you of someone else. I ask you to actually pay a�en�on to each 
person as they are, not as a stereotype.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:35 - the same four sons listed in the earlier version of this 
genealogy.

9:42 (KJV) And Ahaz begat Jarah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and 
Zimri begat Moza;
(B:E Project) Ahaz's son was Jarah; Jarah's sons were Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri; and 
Zimri's son was Moza.

Context: The line of Saul con�nues to be traced genera�on by genera�on, well past the 
fall of his kingdom.
Meaning: This genealogy keeps going for many genera�ons a�er Saul's dynasty had 
permanently lost the throne to David's line - proof that being recorded and 
remembered in Scripture never depended on poli�cal power or royal success.
Lesson: Your worth and your place in the story of your family don't depend on achieving 
power, status, or public success. I value faithful, ordinary con�nuity just as much as I 
value a throne.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:36 - the same names in the parallel genealogy of chapter 8.

9:43 (KJV) And Moza begat Binea; and Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son, Azel his son.
(B:E Project) Moza's son was Binea; his son was Rephaiah, whose son was Eleasah, 
whose son was Azel.

Context: The line con�nues down four more genera�ons from Moza to Azel, nearing 
the end of Saul's traceable family record.
Meaning: By this point the genealogy has run many genera�ons past Saul's own 
life�me, probably reaching close to or into the period this book was wri�en for, showing 
how long and carefully Israel kept track of this once-royal, now-ordinary family line.
Lesson: Faithfully passing something down through genera�on a�er genera�on, even 
when no one's watching or applauding, is its own quiet form of significance. I honour 
persistence more than a single drama�c achievement.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:37 - the same four genera�ons listed in the earlier genealogy of 
chapter 8.

9:44 (KJV) And Azel had six sons, whose names are these, Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ishmael, and 
Sheariah, and Obadiah, and Hanan: these were the sons of Azel.

See Also: 2 Samuel 9:1-13 - David's kindness to Mephibosheth, Saul's grandson, showing 
similar restora�on extended personally.

9:39 (KJV) And Ner begat Kish; and Kish begat Saul; and Saul begat Jonathan, and 
Malchishua, and Abinadab, and Eshbaal.
(B:E Project) Ner's son was Kish; Kish's son was Saul; and Saul's sons were Jonathan, 
Malchishua, Abinadab, and Eshbaal.

Context: This is the pivotal verse of the genealogy - it finally names Saul, Israel's first king, 
and his four sons, directly se�ng up chapter 10's account of their deaths.
Meaning: 'Eshbaal' here is the same person called 'Ishbosheth' elsewhere - likely his 
original name, later edited in some texts to avoid the pagan-sounding 'baal' element. 
Naming all four sons right before their ba�lefield deaths in the next chapter gives real 
emo�onal weight to what's about to happen - these are named, par�cular young men, 
not an anonymous casualty count.
Lesson: Every name in a tragedy is a whole life, with people who loved them. I ask you 
never to reduce someone's death to just a sta�s�c or a footnote in someone else's story.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:2 - the ba�le account naming these same three sons killed 
alongside Saul; 1 Chronicles 10:2 - the parallel account in the very next chapter.

9:40 (KJV) And the son of Jonathan was Meribbaal: and Meribbaal begat Micah.
(B:E Project) Jonathan's son was Meribbaal, and Meribbaal's son was Micah.

Context: This con�nues the line through Jonathan, Saul's son and David's close friend, 
into the next genera�on.
Meaning: 'Meribbaal' is the same person called 'Mephibosheth' in 2 Samuel - the 
crippled grandson of Saul whom David famously showed extraordinary kindness to, 
invi�ng him to eat permanently at the king's table for his father Jonathan's sake, despite 
Mephibosheth being from the rival royal family.
Lesson: I want you to remember Mephibosheth whenever you're tempted to write 
someone off because of their family's past rivalry with you. David chose loyalty and 
kindness over old grudges - that choice is always available to you too.
See Also: 2 Samuel 9:6-13 - David's covenant kindness to Mephibosheth (Meribbaal), 
invi�ng him to the king's table for life.

9:41 (KJV) And the sons of Micah were, Pithon, and Melech, and Tahrea, and Ahaz.
(B:E Project) Micah's sons were Pithon, Melech, Tahrea, and Ahaz.

Context: The genealogy con�nues one more genera�on past Mephibosheth's son 
Micah.
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Lesson: I don't shy away from telling you honestly when things go badly - defeat, fear, 
and loss are part of real life, and pretending otherwise helps no one. What ma�ers is 
what happens next, not that the setback occurred at all.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:1 - the parallel, near-iden�cal account of this same ba�le in the 
book of Samuel.

10:2 (KJV) And the Philis�nes followed hard a�er Saul, and a�er his sons; and the Philis�nes 
slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, the sons of Saul.
(B:E Project) The Philis�nes pursued Saul and his sons closely and killed Jonathan, 
Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons.

Context: This names the three of Saul's sons killed in the ba�le, including Jonathan - 
David's closest friend, whose death here will later be mourned by David in one of the 
Bible's most moving laments.
Meaning: Jonathan's death carries par�cular weight for readers who know his story: a 
man of remarkable loyalty and selflessness, who had ac�vely supported David's rise to 
the throne even though it meant giving up his own claim to it, dies figh�ng beside his 
father in a losing ba�le. His death is not a reward for that loyalty - it's simply what 
happens in war, regardless of a person's character.
Lesson: Doing the right thing, as Jonathan consistently did, doesn't guarantee an easy or 
long life. I don't promise you a life free of hardship for being faithful; I promise you my 
presence and love through whatever comes.
See Also: 1 Samuel 18:1-4 - Jonathan's covenant friendship and loyalty to David; 2 
Samuel 1:25-26 - David's lament for Jonathan a�er this very death.

10:3 (KJV) And the ba�le went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was 
wounded of the archers.
(B:E Project) The ba�le turned hard against Saul; archers found and hit him, wounding 
him.

Context: With his sons already dead, the ba�le now turns specifically to Saul himself, 
who is struck and badly wounded by enemy archers.
Meaning: The descrip�on is unflinching - Saul isn't given a dignified end here, just the 
plain physical reality of being hit by arrows in a losing fight. The Chronicler doesn't dress 
up Saul's downfall; he records it honestly, wound and all.
Lesson: I don't ask you to sani�se or hide from the hard, painful parts of life - facing 
reality honestly, even when it hurts, is the star�ng point for any real healing or change.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:3 - the parallel account of Saul being wounded by archers.

10:4 (KJV) Then said Saul to his armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and abuse me. But his armourbearer would 

(B:E Project) Azel had six sons: Azrikam, Bocheru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and 
Hanan - these were all Azel's sons.

Context: This is the final verse of the chapter, closing out Saul's genealogy with a full list 
of six sons from its last-named genera�on, immediately before chapter 10 opens with 
Saul's own death in ba�le.
Meaning: The chapter ends not with tragedy but with abundance - six sons, six threads 
of life con�nuing forward. Placed right before the account of Saul's violent death, it's a 
quiet reminder that even a�er a devasta�ng ending, life and family con�nued; Saul's line 
did not vanish from Israel even though his kingship did.
Lesson: An ending, even a tragic one, is rarely the whole story. I want you to trust that 
life keeps genera�ng new beginnings even a�er loss, even when it doesn't look like it in 
the moment.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 8:38 - the same six sons listed in the parallel genealogy; 1 
Chronicles 10:1 - the chapter immediately following, which turns to Saul's death.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 10

Chapter 10 of 1 Chronicles describes the tragic end of King Saul's reign and his life. It recounts the 
decisive ba�le on Mount Gilboa where the Philis�nes defeated the Israelite army. During this 
ba�le, Saul and three of his sons (Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua) were killed. Unable to 
escape the enemy and severely wounded, Saul took his own life. His armour-bearer also died by 
his own hand. The Philis�nes then desecrated Saul's body and armour as a victory display. In an 
act of courage, men from Jabesh-Gilead retrieved and properly buried the bodies of Saul and his 
sons. The chapter concludes by explaining that Saul's death was a consequence of his 
unfaithfulness to God, par�cularly his disobedience to God's word and his seeking advice from a 
spirit medium instead of the Lord. This ul�mately led to God transferring the kingship to David.

10:1 (KJV) Now the Philis�nes fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philis�nes, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa.
(B:E Project) The Philis�nes a�acked Israel; Israel's soldiers ran from them, and many fell 
dead on Mount Gilboa.

Context: This opens the account of Saul's final ba�le, on Mount Gilboa in the Jezreel 
Valley, against Israel's long-standing enemy the Philis�nes - a ba�le that will end both 
Saul's reign and his life. The Chronicler skips straight to this defeat, since his purpose is to 
pivot the story toward David.
Meaning: The verse opens starkly, with defeat and flight rather than any heroic stand - 
Israel's army breaks and men die on the mountainside. Coming right a�er nine chapters 
establishing Israel's genealogical iden�ty, this sudden military catastrophe is a jolt: all 
that careful record-keeping is immediately followed by chaos and loss.

     CHAPTER 10
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that ba�lefield.
Meaning: 'All his house died together' is a stark, total statement - not a par�al defeat but 
a complete collapse of Saul's household in a single day. It marks the defini�ve end of 
Saul's dynasty (though, as chapter 9 showed, more distant descendants like 
Mephibosheth's line con�nued), clearing the way for David's kingship.
Lesson: Endings, even devasta�ng ones, are some�mes simply endings - I don't ask you 
to force a silver lining onto every tragedy, only to trust that your story con�nues even 
when someone else's chapter closes.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:6 - the parallel statement of Saul's household dying together; 1 
Chronicles 9:39-44 - the wider genealogy showing Saul's family line con�nuing despite 
this.

10:7 (KJV) And when all the men of Israel that were in the valley saw that they fled, and that 
Saul and his sons were dead, then they forsook their ci�es, and fled: and the Philis�nes 
came and dwelt in them.
(B:E Project) When the Israelites in the valley saw their army had fled and that Saul and 
his sons were dead, they abandoned their towns and fled too - and the Philis�nes 
moved in and occupied them.

Context: This shows the wider consequence of the defeat - not just a military loss but a 
territorial one, as terrified Israelite civilians abandon whole towns, allowing Philis�ne 
occupa�on.
Meaning: The scale of the disaster ripples outward - one lost ba�le and one dead king 
triggered a cascade of fear that emp�ed en�re communi�es and handed territory to the 
enemy. It illustrates how much a na�on's stability rested on visible, func�oning 
leadership, and how quickly that stability can unravel.
Lesson: Fear can spread faster than the actual danger and cause people to abandon far 
more than they need to. I ask you to steady yourself before panic makes decisions for 
you that calm reflec�on would not.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:7 - the parallel account of Israelite towns being abandoned and 
occupied.

10:8 (KJV) And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philis�nes came to strip the slain, 
that they found Saul and his sons fallen in mount Gilboa.
(B:E Project) The next day, when the Philis�nes came to strip the dead of weapons and 
valuables, they found Saul and his sons lying dead on Mount Gilboa.

Context: This describes the grim a�ermath - the standard ancient prac�ce of loo�ng 
ba�lefield corpses leads to the discovery of the king's own body among the dead.
Meaning: There's something deeply undignified in this discovery - Saul, once anointed 
and set apart as Israel's first king, is found by enemy scavengers going through corpses 

not; for he was sore afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon it.
(B:E Project) Saul told his armour-bearer, "Draw your sword and kill me with it, so these 
godless enemies don't get to torture and humiliate me." But his armour-bearer refused, 
too frightened to do it. So Saul took his own sword and fell on it, killing himself.

Context: This is the climac�c, tragic moment of Saul's death - badly wounded and facing 
certain capture and mockery by the Philis�nes, Saul asks his loyal a�endant to finish him 
off rather than fall into enemy hands alive, and when refused, takes his own life.
Meaning: This is one of the Bible's most raw and painful scenes - a king who began his 
reign with promise ends it in despair, fear of humilia�on, and suicide. The text doesn't 
moralise in the moment; it reports what happened with unflinching honesty, le�ng the 
weight of the tragedy speak for itself. 'Uncircumcised' marked the Philis�nes as 
outsiders to Israel's covenant - Saul's fear wasn't just death but degrading, public abuse 
of his body by enemies of everything he represented.
Lesson: If you are ever in a place of despair this deep, please know you are not beyond 
reach - I am with you in the darkest moments, and there is always another way through 
pain besides ending your life. Reach for someone, anyone, before you reach for anything 
final; your story is not over, however it feels right now.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:4 - the parallel account of this same event; 1 Samuel 16:14 - the 
earlier account of Saul's growing distress that had shadowed much of his later reign.

10:5 (KJV) And when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, 
and died.
(B:E Project) When his armour-bearer saw Saul was dead, he also fell on his own sword 
and died.

Context: The armour-bearer, having refused to kill Saul himself, follows him in death 
immediately a�er witnessing it.
Meaning: This unnamed man's loyalty runs so deep that he chooses to die alongside the 
king he served rather than live on without him or fall into enemy hands himself - a 
devasta�ng end for someone whose name we never even learn, his whole story 
reduced to faithful service and shared death.
Lesson: Loyalty and love ma�er more than the �tle or fame of the person receiving 
them - I see and value devo�on given quietly and without recogni�on, exactly as much 
as devo�on given to someone celebrated.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:5 - the parallel account of the armour-bearer's death.

10:6 (KJV) So Saul died, and his three sons, and all his house died together.
(B:E Project) So Saul died, along with his three sons - his whole household died together.

Context: This is a summarising verse, drawing together the deaths just described into 
one devasta�ng statement about the collapse of Saul's en�re immediate family line on 
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the low points, because the story isn't finished at your lowest moment.
See Also: 1 Samuel 5:1-4 - Dagon's statue falling and breaking before the Ark, 
undercu�ng this very claim of Philis�ne religious victory; Judges 16:23 - Dagon's temple 
as the site of an earlier Philis�ne celebra�on, also ending in defeat for them.

10:11 (KJV) And when all Jabeshgilead heard all that the Philis�nes had done to Saul,
(B:E Project) When the people of Jabesh-Gilead heard everything the Philis�nes had 
done to Saul...

Context: This introduces the response from Jabesh-Gilead, a town with a long-standing 
bond with Saul da�ng back to the very start of his reign, when he rescued them from a 
besieging enemy.
Meaning: The men�on of Jabesh-Gilead specifically isn't random - this was the town 
Saul had saved as a young, newly anointed king in his very first act of leadership, forging 
a debt of loyalty that, decades later, they're about to repay in his death.
Lesson: Kindness shown early in a rela�onship can be remembered and returned in 
ways you never expect, some�mes years later. I encourage you to keep showing up for 
people, trus�ng that good faith tends to circle back, even if not immediately.
See Also: 1 Samuel 11:1-11 - Saul's earlier rescue of Jabesh-Gilead from the Ammonites, 
the origin of this loyalty.

10:12 (KJV) They arose, all the valiant men, and took away the body of Saul, and the bodies of 
his sons, and brought them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the oak in Jabesh, 
and fasted seven days.
(B:E Project) All their brave men set out, retrieved Saul's body and his sons' bodies, 
brought them back to Jabesh, buried their remains under the oak tree there, and fasted 
for seven days.

Context: This describes an act of considerable courage and loyalty - the men of Jabesh-
Gilead risk retrieving the desecrated bodies from Philis�ne-controlled territory and give 
them a proper, respec�ul burial, then mourn for a full week.
Meaning: This is a genuinely brave, selfless act - travelling into enemy territory to 
recover dishonoured bodies carried real risk, and they did it purely out of loyalty and 
respect, expec�ng nothing in return. The week of fas�ng shows depth of grief for a king 
whose reign had ul�mately ended in failure and tragedy, yet was s�ll mourned with real 
love by people who remembered his be�er moments.
Lesson: Honour and loyalty aren't about whether someone succeeded in the end - 
they're about remembering the good someone did for you and choosing to repay it, 
even at personal risk, even when it's no longer convenient or safe. I value that kind of 
costly faithfulness highly.

for loot, indis�nguishable in death from any other fallen soldier un�l they recognise him.
Lesson: Status and posi�on in life don't exempt anyone from mortality or from being 
treated, in the end, like anyone else. I ask you to build your worth on something deeper 
than rank or �tle, because none of that travels with you.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:8 - the parallel account of this discovery.

10:9 (KJV) And when they had stripped him, they took his head, and his armour, and sent into 
the land of the Philis�nes round about, to carry �dings unto their idols, and to the people.
(B:E Project) A�er stripping him, they took his head and his armour and sent 
messengers throughout Philis�ne territory to announce the news to their gods and their 
people.

Context: This describes the Philis�nes publicly celebra�ng their victory by parading 
Saul's severed head and armour as war trophies, and credi�ng the win to their own 
gods.
Meaning: This is deliberate humilia�on and propaganda - decapita�ng and displaying a 
defeated king's remains was a common ancient way of proving total victory and 
a�ribu�ng it to Philis�ne dei�es rather than to Israel's God. It's exactly the kind of 
degrading treatment Saul had feared and asked his armour-bearer to spare him from in 
verse 4.
Lesson: I don't ask you to seek revenge when you're wronged or humiliated - even here, 
the story moves toward restora�on through David's later kingship, not through Israel's 
own retalia�on. Trust that indignity inflicted on you doesn't have the final word.
See Also: 1 Samuel 31:9 - the parallel account of this same humilia�on; Judges 16:23-24 
- a similar earlier scene where the Philis�nes credit their god Dagon for defea�ng 
Samson.

10:10 (KJV) And they put his armour in the house of their gods, and fastened his head in the 
temple of Dagon.
(B:E Project) They placed his armour in their gods' temple and nailed his head up in the 
temple of Dagon, the chief Philis�ne god.

Context: This con�nues the humilia�on described in verse 9, specifying exactly where 
Saul's remains and armour were displayed - inside Philis�ne religious buildings.
Meaning: Dagon was the principal Philis�ne deity, and displaying Saul's head there was 
meant as a religious statement: proof that Dagon had triumphed over the God of Israel. 
It's the same god whose statue would later be found broken and fallen before the 
captured Ark of the Covenant - a story original readers would remember, quietly 
undercu�ng the Philis�nes' own claim of divine victory.
Lesson: When you face humilia�on or defeat, remember that appearances in the 
moment don't se�le who ul�mately wins in the long run. I ask you to hold on through 
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Lesson: When one door closes, even through failure or loss, I am already working on 
what comes next. Don't let an ending, yours or someone else's, convince you that 
nothing good can follow it; new beginnings are always possible.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:1, 13 - David's earlier anoin�ng by Samuel, long before he actually 
took the throne; 1 Chronicles 11:1-3 - the very next chapter, where all Israel comes to 
make David king.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 11

Chapter 11 of 1 Chronicles marks a pivotal moment, describing how all the tribes of Israel finally 
united to anoint David as king over the en�re na�on in Hebron. It then recounts David's 
courageous conquest of Jerusalem from the Jebusites, establishing it as his capital and renaming 
it the City of David. The chapter concludes by introducing David's elite corps of warriors, known as 
the "Mighty Men," detailing some of their extraordinary feats of bravery and lis�ng many of the 
valiant individuals who served in his army.

11:1 (KJV) Then all Israel gathered themselves to David unto Hebron, saying, Behold, we are 
thy bone and thy flesh.
(B:E Project) All the people of Israel gathered together and came to David at Hebron and 
said, 'Look - we are your own flesh and blood.'

Context: This happens a�er years of civil war between the house of Saul and David 
following Saul's death. The tribes that had held back from David now travel to Hebron 
together to claim him as king, appealing to shared kinship rather than poli�cs alone.
Meaning: The tribes aren't just picking a strong leader - they're recognising someone 
who is genuinely one of them. It's a reminder that real belonging and real leadership 
grow from shared iden�ty and lived rela�onship, not just power or fear. When people 
say 'you are one of us,' they're offering something power alone can never buy: trust.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce how healing happens here - not through force but through 
people finally recognising what they already share. Look for the �es that already bind 
you to others rather than the differences that keep you apart; unity almost always starts 
with someone naming what's common before what's different.
See Also: Genesis 29:14 - Laban uses the same phrase 'my bone and my flesh' for Jacob, 
an old idiom for close kinship; 2 Samuel 5:1-3 - the parallel account of this same 
gathering.

11:2 (KJV) And moreover in �me past, even when Saul was king, thou wast he that leddest out 
and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD thy God said unto thee, Thou shalt feed my 
people Israel, and thou shalt be ruler over my people Israel.

     CHAPTER 11

See Also: 1 Samuel 31:11-13 - the parallel, slightly fuller account of this same burial; 2 
Samuel 2:4-7 - David later commending Jabesh-Gilead for this very act of loyalty.

10:13 (KJV) So Saul died for his transgression which he commi�ed against the LORD, even 
against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that 
had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it;
(B:E Project) So Saul died because of his unfaithfulness towards God - he didn't keep 
God's word, and on top of that he had sought guidance from a medium, someone who 
claims to contact the dead or spirits.

Context: The Chronicler now steps back to interpret the whole ba�le and death just 
narrated, explaining it as a direct consequence of Saul's own choices rather than simple 
bad luck or Philis�ne strength.
Meaning: This is the Chronicler's verdict on everything just described: not 'Saul was 
unlucky' but 'Saul's own repeated unfaithfulness led here.' The reference to a medium 
points to a specific late episode where Saul, desperate and having lost access to any 
other guidance, secretly consulted a spirit-medium at Endor - a prac�ce forbidden to 
Israel's leadership because it represented seeking control by illegi�mate, manipula�ve 
means rather than through honest trust. It's less 'a rule was broken and punished' and 
more that years of disconnec�on from wise counsel and honest reflec�on, reached for 
shortcuts under pressure, eventually catch up with a person.
Lesson: When you're anxious or desperate, it's temp�ng to look for a shortcut - 
someone who promises certainty or an easy answer - instead of doing the harder, 
honest work of facing your situa�on directly. I ask you to build the habit of turning 
towards truth and wise counsel, especially when it's hardest, rather than away from it.
See Also: 1 Samuel 28:6-19 - the full account of Saul consul�ng the medium at Endor; 
Levi�cus 19:31 - the instruc�on against consul�ng mediums that Saul's own earlier laws 
had echoed.

10:14 (KJV) And enquired not of the LORD: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto 
David the son of Jesse.
(B:E Project) He didn't seek guidance from God - so God ended his life and transferred 
the kingdom to David, son of Jesse.

Context: This closes chapter 10 and the whole account of Saul's failed reign, explicitly 
pivo�ng the narra�ve towards David - the en�re purpose of 1 Chronicles being to 
establish David's legi�mate kingship.
Meaning: This final verse is the hinge of the whole book: everything before it, nine 
chapters of genealogy then Saul's fall, has been building towards this handover. Saul's 
failure isn't presented gleefully but factually, as the necessary backdrop that makes 
David's rise meaningful - framed as a deliberate transi�on rather than a lucky poli�cal 
opportunity.
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(Judges 1:21). David now turns his a�en�on to finally taking it.
Meaning: David chooses a city that belongs to no single tribe - a smart, unifying move for 
a king trying to hold twelve tribes together. Some�mes real leadership means choosing 
neutral, shared ground rather than favouring your own side.
Lesson: Think about where you plant your flag in life - is it somewhere that includes 
others, or somewhere that only serves you? Choose common ground when you can; it 
does more to hold people together than any display of strength.
See Also: Joshua 15:63 - Judah couldn't drive out the Jebusites at the original conquest; 
Judges 1:21 - Benjamin couldn't either; Psalm 122:3 - Jerusalem later celebrated as a city 
'compact together.'

11:5 (KJV) And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come hither. 
Nevertheless David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David.
(B:E Project) The people of Jebus told David, 'You will never get in here.' But David 
captured the fortress of Zion anyway, and it became known as the City of David.

Context: The fuller account in 2 Samuel 5:6 records the Jebusites taun�ng David that 
even the blind and lame could keep him out - confident in their fortress's natural 
defences. David takes it regardless.
Meaning: Confident dismissal from others doesn't have to define your limits. The story 
celebrates persistence against a seemingly impossible obstacle, and Zion becomes one 
of the most loaded, meaningful place-names in the whole Bible from this point on.
Lesson: When people write you off, let that be informa�on about them, not a verdict on 
you. I've watched plenty of 'impossible' situa�ons give way to quiet determina�on - 
don't let someone else's mockery set the ceiling on what you a�empt.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:6-9 - the fuller account, including the taunt; Isaiah 2:2-3 - Zion later 
imagined as the place all na�ons stream toward.

11:6 (KJV) And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So 
Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief.
(B:E Project) David said, 'Whoever a�acks the Jebusites first will become commander-
in-chief.' Joab, son of Zeruiah, went first and so became the chief commander.

Context: David turns the assault into an open challenge; Joab, his nephew (son of 
David's sister Zeruiah) and already a seasoned fighter, steps up and secures the top 
military post for the rest of David's reign.
Meaning: Leadership some�mes goes to whoever is willing to move first when things 
are uncertain and risky. It's a prac�cal illustra�on of ini�a�ve being rewarded - not 
empty ambi�on, but courage translated into ac�on.
Lesson: Don't wait at the back for someone else to go first. When you see something 
worth doing and no one else is stepping up, that's o�en your invita�on - not because 

(B:E Project) They said, 'Even back when Saul was king, you were the one who actually 
led Israel out to ba�le and brought them home again - and the LORD your God told you: 
you will shepherd my people Israel, and you will be their ruler.'

Context: This recalls David's years of proven, effec�ve military leadership under Saul (1 
Samuel 18) and the prophe�c promise given to him earlier through Samuel that he was 
chosen to lead.
Meaning: The people's case for David isn't a résumé built on �tles - it's built on what he 
actually did for them when it ma�ered, long before he had a crown. Genuine authority 
is earned by service rendered, not just claimed by birth or ambi�on.
Lesson: No�ce that I never asked to be served before I served others - true leadership 
looks like shepherding, not commanding. If you want people's trust, earn it the same 
way: show up for them consistently, long before you ask anything of them.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 - Samuel's private anoin�ng of David as a boy; John 10:11 - 
the image of a good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep.

11:3 (KJV) Therefore came all the elders of Israel to the king to Hebron; and David made a 
covenant with them in Hebron before the LORD; and they anointed David king over 
Israel, according to the word of the LORD by Samuel.
(B:E Project) So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and David made a 
formal agreement with them there in the LORD's presence; and they anointed David 
king over Israel, just as the LORD had said through Samuel.

Context: This is David's third anoin�ng - first privately by Samuel as a boy, then over 
Judah alone at Hebron, and now over the whole na�on, sealed with a covenant, not just 
a corona�on ceremony.
Meaning: Kingship here isn't a hos�le takeover; it's a mutual agreement made openly, 
with both sides bound by promise. It shows something important: las�ng authority rests 
on consent and covenant, not conquest alone.
Lesson: I care about the promises you make and keep, not just the power you hold. Build 
your rela�onships - with people, with me - on agreements made honestly and kept 
faithfully, and they'll hold up under pressure.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:13 - the first, private anoin�ng; 2 Samuel 2:4 - anointed over 
Judah alone; 2 Samuel 5:3 - the parallel account of this covenant.

11:4 (KJV) And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, which is Jebus; where the Jebusites 
were, the inhabitants of the land.
(B:E Project) David and all Israel marched to Jerusalem, which was then called Jebus, 
where the Jebusite people s�ll lived as the land's original inhabitants.

Context: Jerusalem had remained an unconquered Canaanite enclave right in the 
middle of Israelite territory for centuries, ever since the original conquest under Joshua 
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Meaning: Chronicles credits David's rise not to cleverness or luck alone but to a sense of 
being accompanied through it - a reminder that steady growth o�en comes less from 
isolated brilliance and more from staying aligned with something bigger than yourself.
Lesson: Growth that lasts usually comes from staying connected to what's good and 
true, not from grabbing for more on your own. Keep good company - including mine - 
and let your strength build slowly and honestly rather than being seized all at once.
See Also: 1 Samuel 18:14 - the same pa�ern noted earlier in David's life; Luke 2:52 - 
Jesus growing 'in favour with God and man.'

11:10 (KJV) These also are the chief of the mighty men whom David had, who strengthened 
themselves with him in his kingdom, and with all Israel, to make him king, according to 
the word of the LORD concerning Israel.
(B:E Project) These were the leaders among David's mighty warriors - the men who 
backed him with all their strength through his kingdom, together with all Israel, to make 
him king, exactly as the LORD had said.

Context: This verse introduces the roll call of David's elite fighters, framing the whole list 
that follows as an account of the loyalty that carried David to the throne, not merely a 
catalogue of ba�le trophies.
Meaning: Chronicles pauses to say plainly: David didn't become king alone. An en�re 
circle of loyal, capable people staked their strength and safety on backing him. Great 
achievements almost always rest on people willing to commit before the outcome is 
certain.
Lesson: No�ce who stood with you before your success was guaranteed - and don't 
forget them once it arrives. Loyalty given in uncertain �mes deserves to be remembered 
and honoured, not taken for granted.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:8 - the parallel introduc�on to David's mighty men.

11:11 (KJV) And this is the number of the mighty men whom David had; Jashobeam, an 
Hachmonite, the chief of the captains: he li�ed up his spear against three hundred slain 
by him at one �me.
(B:E Project) This is the number of David's mighty warriors: Jashobeam, a Hachmonite, 
was chief of the captains - he once raised his spear against three hundred men and killed 
them all in a single encounter.

Context: Jashobeam heads the roster of David's elite fighters (2 Samuel 23:8 gives a 
similar figure under a different name, likely a copyist varia�on, and also lists a higher 
casualty count).
Meaning: The story isn't really about the exact number - it's about establishing that 
David's inner circle was made of people of extraordinary, tested courage, which is what 
made his kingdom stable.

you need the credit, but because the moment needs someone willing.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:8 - the parallel with added detail about the water sha� used in the 
assault; 1 Chronicles 27:34 - Joab confirmed as commander of the king's army.

11:7 (KJV) And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David.
(B:E Project) David made the fortress his home, which is why it came to be called the City 
of David.

Context: Having captured Zion, David establishes his personal residence there - a short, 
simple statement marking Jerusalem's transforma�on from enemy stronghold to royal 
seat.
Meaning: A name change here marks a real change in iden�ty and purpose - the place 
is no longer defined by who used to hold it, but by who lives there now and what 
happens there next.
Lesson: Your past doesn't have to be the last word on what a place, or a life, becomes. 
What you build there next is what people will remember it for.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:9 - the parallel verse; Luke 2:4,11 - centuries later, Bethlehem is 
called 'the city of David' as his birthplace, a different but related �tle.

11:8 (KJV) And he built the city round about, even from Millo round about: and Joab repaired 
the rest of the city.
(B:E Project) David built up the city all the way around, star�ng from the Millo, and Joab 
restored the rest of it.

Context: The Millo was a terraced fill structure central to Jerusalem's for�fica�ons; king 
and commander divide the rebuilding work between them.
Meaning: Even a great achievement like founding a capital city is shown here as 
teamwork - the king doesn't do it alone, and Chronicles is careful to give Joab credit for 
his share of the labour.
Lesson: Share the credit for what gets built. Nothing las�ng gets made by one person 
alone, and naming who actually did the work is a small but real form of honesty and 
respect.
See Also: 1 Kings 9:15 - Solomon later also builds up the Millo; 2 Samuel 5:9 - the parallel 
account.

11:9 (KJV) So David waxed greater and greater: for the LORD of hosts was with him.
(B:E Project) David kept growing more and more powerful, because the LORD of 
Heaven's Armies was with him.

Context: A short summary statement closing off the Jerusalem-conquest episode 
before the chapter turns to David's warriors.
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11:14 (KJV) And they set themselves in the midst of that parcel, and delivered it, and slew the 
Philis�nes; and the LORD saved them by a great deliverance.
(B:E Project) But Eleazar and his companions took their stand in the middle of that field, 
defended it, and struck down the Philis�nes - and the LORD brought about a great 
victory through them.

Context: The small band that didn't flee turns the ba�le around, and the writer credits 
the LORD directly with the deliverance, not just the men's skill.
Meaning: The chronicler frames courage and divine help as working together - human 
resolve doesn't cancel out the sense that something larger was also at work. It's a picture 
of small, commi�ed ac�on producing outsized results.
Lesson: You don't need to be the whole army to change an outcome - some�mes it just 
takes a few people refusing to give ground. Take your stand where you can, and trust 
that your effort ma�ers even when it feels small.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:11-12 - the parallel account; Judges 7 - Gideon's small band also 
achieving an outsized victory.

11:15 (KJV) Now three of the thirty captains went down to the rock to David, into the cave of 
Adullam; and the host of the Philis�nes encamped in the valley of Rephaim.
(B:E Project) Three of the thirty leading warriors went down to the rock, to David, at the 
cave of Adullam, while the Philis�ne army was camped in the Valley of Rephaim.

Context: This recalls David's fugi�ve years before he was king, when he hid from Saul in 
the cave of Adullam (1 Samuel 22:1) and gathered a band of loyal followers there.
Meaning: This story is deliberately placed among the corona�on-era 'mighty men' 
material to remind readers that the loyalty behind David's throne was forged in hardship 
and danger, not comfort.
Lesson: The friendships and loyal�es that ma�er most are o�en the ones built during 
hard, uncertain �mes - hold onto the people who stood with you in your cave, not just 
your palace.
See Also: 1 Samuel 22:1-2 - David gathers his early followers at Adullam; 2 Samuel 23:13 
- the parallel account of this episode.

11:16 (KJV) And David was then in the hold, and the Philis�nes’ garrison was then at 
Bethlehem.
(B:E Project) At that �me David was staying in the stronghold, while a Philis�ne garrison 
occupied Bethlehem.

Context: David's own hometown, Bethlehem, was under enemy occupa�on - a detail 
that sharpens the poignancy of what follows.
Meaning: The story sets up an emo�onal detail: David is cut off from the very place he 
grew up, now controlled by hos�le forces, which makes his longing in the next verse feel 

Lesson: Extraordinary courage in one moment can define how people remember you 
for a life�me. Whatever your own 'ba�lefield' is, mee�ng it fully, when it counts, 
ma�ers more than you might think.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:8 - parallel account; 1 Chronicles 27:2 - Jashobeam later named 
captain of the first monthly division of David's army.

11:12 (KJV) And a�er him was Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite, who was one of the three 
migh�es.
(B:E Project) Next a�er him was Eleazar, son of Dodo, from Ahoah - he was one of 
David's three greatest warriors.

Context: Eleazar is named as one of an elite inner trio ('the three') within the mighty 
men, whose exploits are detailed in the verses that follow.
Meaning: The list is structured in �ers - three at the very top, then a wider group of thirty 
- showing that Israel's story valued recognising different levels of excellence honestly 
rather than fla�ening everyone's contribu�on to the same level.
Lesson: It's fine to admire and name people whose courage or skill genuinely exceeds your 
own - honest recogni�on of others' gi�s doesn't diminish you. I'd rather you celebrate 
someone's real excellence than pretend everyone is equally excep�onal at everything.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:9-10 - the parallel account of Eleazar's stand against the 
Philis�nes.

11:13 (KJV) He was with David at Pasdammim, and there the Philis�nes were gathered 
together to ba�le, where was a parcel of ground full of barley; and the people fled from 
before the Philis�nes.
(B:E Project) Eleazar was with David at Pas-dammim when the Philis�nes gathered 
there for ba�le, in a field full of barley - and the rest of the Israelite army fled before the 
Philis�nes.

Context: This sets the scene for one of the mighty men's defining exploits: an ordinary 
skirmish where the wider Israelite force broke and ran, leaving a small remnant to hold 
the line.
Meaning: The story is honest about the fact that most of the army fled - courage isn't 
shown as universal, but as a choice a few people made when others didn't. That honesty 
makes the stand that follows mean more.
Lesson: Don't be discouraged when you no�ce most people around you retrea�ng from 
something hard. What ma�ers is what you personally choose to do in that moment, 
regardless of the crowd's example.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:11-12 - the parallel ba�le account (there a�ributed to Shammah, 
involving a field of len�ls, sugges�ng these were companion stories of similar last-stand 
courage).
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brought it. Therefore he would not drink it. These things did these three migh�est.
(B:E Project) David said, 'God forbid that I should do this - drink the blood of these men 
who risked their very lives to bring it to me!' So he wouldn't drink it. These are the kinds 
of things these three mighty warriors did.

Context: David explains his refusal explicitly, equa�ng the water with the men's blood 
because of what it cost to obtain, closing off this par�cular exploit narra�ve.
Meaning: This is a striking statement of respect for human life and effort - David won't 
casually consume something purchased at the risk of others' lives, trea�ng their sacrifice 
with the reverence usually reserved for sacred things.
Lesson: Whenever you benefit from someone else's sacrifice - their �me, their risk, their 
labour - stop and actually reckon with what it cost them. Gra�tude that skips that step 
isn't real gra�tude.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:17 - the parallel account; Levi�cus 17:11 - blood treated as sacred, 
represen�ng life itself, in the wider biblical worldview.

11:20 (KJV) And Abishai the brother of Joab, he was chief of the three: for li�ing up his spear 
against three hundred, he slew them, and had a name among the three.
(B:E Project) Abishai, Joab's brother, was chief of another group of three - he once killed 
three hundred men with his spear, and so gained a reputa�on alongside 'the three.'

Context: Abishai, David's nephew and Joab's brother, appears repeatedly throughout 
Samuel and Chronicles as one of David's fiercest and most loyal, if impulsive, 
commanders.
Meaning: The text carefully dis�nguishes �ers of honour - Abishai is elite, but not quite 
in the very top three - showing a realis�c, unfla�ened picture of excellence rather than 
trea�ng all achievement as iden�cal.
Lesson: You don't have to be the absolute best to have real, celebrated worth. Being 
excellent in your own right, even if someone else is more excellent s�ll, is something to 
be proud of, not ashamed of.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:18-19 - the parallel account; 1 Samuel 26:6-9 - Abishai's earlier 
loyalty, offering to kill Saul for David.

11:21 (KJV) Of the three, he was more honourable than the two; for he was their captain: 
howbeit he a�ained not to the first three.
(B:E Project) Of that group of three, Abishai was more honoured than the other two, 
and he was their captain - yet he never quite reached the standing of the first three.

Context: The verse clarifies the pecking order among David's elite warriors, 
dis�nguishing Abishai's high but not highest rank.
Meaning: This is a small but honest lesson in how communi�es can honestly rank 
achievement while s�ll fully honouring everyone within the ranking - Abishai's slightly 

personal rather than trivial.
Lesson: Homesickness and longing for what's familiar are honest, human feelings - I 
don't ask you to suppress them, just to no�ce what they reveal about what truly ma�ers 
to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:14 - the parallel account; Micah 5:2 - Bethlehem's later 
significance as the birthplace of a promised ruler.

11:17 (KJV) And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me drink of the water of the 
well of Bethlehem, that is at the gate!
(B:E Project) David said longingly, 'Oh, how I wish someone would bring me water from 
the well by the gate of Bethlehem!'

Context: A simple, human moment of homesick longing from the fugi�ve king, 
remembering the well near his home town's gate.
Meaning: It's a small, deeply relatable wish - not for victory or riches, just a taste of 
home. The story doesn't shy away from showing its hero as simply, humanly nostalgic.
Lesson: It's alright to want simple things - the taste of home, a familiar place, an ordinary 
comfort. I don't think less of you for longing for what's plain and dear to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:15 - the parallel account of this same longing.

11:18 (KJV) And the three brake through the host of the Philis�nes, and drew water out of the 
well of Bethlehem, that was by the gate, and took it, and brought it to David: but David 
would not drink of it, but poured it out to the LORD,
(B:E Project) So the three warriors broke through the Philis�ne camp, drew water from 
the well of Bethlehem by the gate, and brought it back to David - but David refused to 
drink it, and instead poured it out as an offering to the LORD.

Context: The three risk their lives to fulfil what was really just an o�and wish, and 
David's response - refusing to drink it - becomes the point of the story.
Meaning: David recognises that this water cost more than water should ever cost - it 
was purchased with real risk to human life - so he treats it as too sacred for ordinary 
consump�on and gives it back to God instead.
Lesson: No�ce the cost behind gi�s people give you out of love, and never take that 
sacrifice lightly. When someone risks something real for your sake, honour it - don't just 
consume it as if it cost nothing.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:16 - the parallel account; John 15:13 - 'greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.'

11:19 (KJV) And said, My God forbid it me, that I should do this thing: shall I drink the blood of 
these men that have put their lives in jeopardy? for with the jeopardy of their lives they 
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See Also: 2 Samuel 23:21 - the parallel account; 1 Samuel 17:45-50 - David's own fight 
with Goliath, using similarly unmatched means.

11:24 (KJV) These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and had the name among the three 
migh�es.
(B:E Project) These were the kinds of things Benaiah son of Jehoiada did, and he earned 
a reputa�on alongside the three migh�est warriors.

Context: A closing summary statement for Benaiah's exploits, marking him as belonging 
in the elite company just described.
Meaning: Reputa�on here is shown as something built, verifiably, out of specific ac�ons 
- not claimed or inherited, but earned deed by deed.
Lesson: Let your reputa�on be built the same way - out of things you've actually done 
for others, not out of things you've merely said about yourself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:22 - the parallel closing statement.

11:25 (KJV) Behold, he was honourable among the thirty, but a�ained not to the first three: 
and David set him over his guard.
(B:E Project) He was honoured among the thirty warriors, though he didn't reach the 
standing of the first three - and David put him in charge of his personal bodyguard.

Context: This sets up Benaiah's long career; he goes on to command David's royal guard 
and eventually Solomon's whole army (1 Kings 2:35).
Meaning: Even not being 'the very best' didn't stop Benaiah from being entrusted with 
one of the most sensi�ve, trust-dependent roles in the kingdom - protec�ng the king's 
own life.
Lesson: Trust and responsibility aren't only given to whoever ranks highest - character 
and reliability ma�er just as much. Be the kind of person others can hand their safety to, 
and don't measure your worth only by rankings.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:23 - the parallel passage; 1 Kings 2:35 - Benaiah eventually 
becomes commander-in-chief under Solomon.

11:26 (KJV) Also the valiant men of the armies were, Asahel the brother of Joab, Elhanan the 
son of Dodo of Bethlehem,
(B:E Project) The other valiant men in the armies included Asahel, Joab's brother, and 
Elhanan, son of Dodo, from Bethlehem.

Context: The list now shi�s into the wider roll of 'the thirty' - Asahel was famously fast (2 
Samuel 2:18) and was later killed by Abner, sparking a long feud with Joab.
Meaning: Chronicles preserves the names of men whose individual stories are told 
elsewhere (like Asahel's death) alongside men who appear nowhere else - both are 

lower standing doesn't erase his very real greatness.
Lesson: Comparison doesn't have to be cruel. You can recognise that someone else did 
something greater than you without that cos�ng you your own dignity or worth.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:18-19 - the parallel passage.

11:22 (KJV) Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man of Kabzeel, who had done 
many acts; he slew two lionlike men of Moab: also he went down and slew a lion in a pit 
in a snowy day.
(B:E Project) Benaiah, son of Jehoiada, was the son of a brave man from Kabzeel, and he 
did many remarkable things himself - he killed two lion-like champions of Moab, and on 
another occasion went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion there.

Context: Benaiah's exploits are given in unusual detail - he becomes one of the most 
storied of David's warriors and later a key figure under Solomon.
Meaning: Killing a lion in a pit on a snowy, treacherous day is a vivid detail chosen to 
show courage under genuinely difficult, disadvantageous condi�ons, not just ba�lefield 
bravado.
Lesson: Real courage o�en shows up in awkward, unglamorous, difficult circumstances 
- not just the big drama�c moments everyone will hear about. Meet those moments 
well too; they're shaping who you're becoming.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:20 - the parallel account; 1 Kings 1:8, 2:35 - Benaiah later becomes 
commander of Solomon's army.

11:23 (KJV) And he slew an Egyp�an, a man of great stature, five cubits high; and in the 
Egyp�an’s hand was a spear like a weaver’s beam; and he went down to him with a 
staff, and plucked the spear out of the Egyp�an’s hand, and slew him with his own spear.
(B:E Project) He also killed an Egyp�an man of enormous size, about seven and a half 
feet tall, who was carrying a spear as thick as a weaver's beam - Benaiah went at him 
with only a staff, wrestled the spear out of the Egyp�an's hand, and killed him with his 
own weapon.

Context: This exploit deliberately echoes the David-and-Goliath pa�ern - an underdog 
defea�ng a heavily armed giant using improvisa�on and nerve rather than matching 
force.
Meaning: The story celebrates resourcefulness over raw firepower - Benaiah wins not 
because he was be�er armed, but because he was quicker-wi�ed and braver in a 
mismatched fight.
Lesson: You don't need to match someone else's resources or size to overcome a 
challenge - some�mes courage and quick thinking with what's in your hand is enough. 
Don't wait for be�er equipment before you act.
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Meaning: A name that appears here almost in passing turns out, elsewhere in the text, 
to belong to a giant-killer in his own right - a reminder that a plain list entry can hide a 
remarkable story.
Lesson: People you pass over quickly, or barely no�ce, o�en carry stories of real courage 
you simply haven't heard yet. Stay curious about the quieter people around you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 21:18 - Sibbecai kills the giant Saph; 2 Samuel 23:27 - the parallel list 
(naming him Mebunnai, likely a scribal variant).

11:30 (KJV) Maharai the Netophathite, Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite,
(B:E Project) Maharai the Netophathite and Heled, son of Baanah, the Netophathite.

Context: Netophah was a small town near Bethlehem; men from there later rese�le the 
land a�er the Babylonian exile (Ezra 2:22), showing a con�nuous thread of the same 
community across centuries.
Meaning: Small towns like Netophah appear and reappear through Israel's story, giving 
loyal soldiers here, singers and workers genera�ons later - a picture of place and 
community persis�ng through very different eras.
Lesson: Community and place have a long memory - the loyalty and character built in a 
small town can echo for genera�ons, well beyond the individuals who first showed it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:28-29 - the parallel list; Ezra 2:22 - Netophathites among those 
returning from Babylonian exile.

11:31 (KJV) Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah, that pertained to the children of Benjamin, Benaiah 
the Pirathonite,
(B:E Project) Ithai, son of Ribai, from Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin, and Benaiah 
from Pirathon.

Context: Gibeah was Saul's own hometown, so Ithai represents another Benjamite - 
from the rival royal tribe - who nonetheless serves loyally under David. This Benaiah 
from Pirathon is a different man from the famous Benaiah above.
Meaning: Once again, a man from the deposed king's own town and tribe is shown 
serving David faithfully, reinforcing the theme that loyalty to David crossed old tribal and 
poli�cal lines.
Lesson: Old grudges and rivalries don't have to define the next genera�on's 
rela�onships. People can, and do, choose loyalty and coopera�on over inherited 
resentment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:29 - the parallel list; Judges 12:15 - Pirathon also home to the 
judge Abdon, genera�ons earlier.

11:32 (KJV) Hurai of the brooks of Gaash, Abiel the Arbathite,

recorded with equal dignity here.
Lesson: Whether your story is famous or completely unknown to others, it s�ll ma�ers 
and is s�ll worth remembering - I keep account of every life, not just the ones history 
writes large.
See Also: 2 Samuel 2:18-23 - Asahel's speed and his death at Abner's hand; 2 Samuel 
23:24 - the parallel list entry.

11:27 (KJV) Shammoth the Harorite, Helez the Pelonite,
(B:E Project) Shammoth the Harorite and Helez the Pelonite.

Context: Two more of the thirty; Helez is iden�fied elsewhere (1 Chronicles 27:10) as an 
Ephraimite who later commanded one of David's monthly army divisions.
Meaning: These brief entries ma�er precisely because they're brief - ordinary soldiers, 
not headline heroes, are s�ll given a permanent place in Israel's na�onal record.
Lesson: Not everyone gets a drama�c story, and that's alright - showing up reliably, 
being counted among the faithful, is itself worth honouring.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:25 - the parallel list; 1 Chronicles 27:10 - Helez later commands a 
division of David's army.

11:28 (KJV) Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abiezer the Antothite,
(B:E Project) Ira, son of Ikkesh, from Tekoa, and Abiezer from Anathoth.

Context: Tekoa later becomes famous as the hometown of the prophet Amos (Amos 
1:1), and Anathoth as the hometown of the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:1) - both 
small towns whose names recur genera�ons later through prophe�c voices.
Meaning: These small hometowns, first noted here simply as where loyal soldiers came 
from, later become historically significant - a reminder that ordinary, unremarkable 
places can go on to produce extraordinary people.
Lesson: Don't underes�mate where you come from. Small, overlooked places and 
backgrounds have produced some of the most important voices in history - yours might 
too.
See Also: Amos 1:1 - Tekoa as the prophet Amos's hometown; Jeremiah 1:1 - Anathoth 
as Jeremiah's hometown; 2 Samuel 23:26 - the parallel list.

11:29 (KJV) Sibbecai the Hushathite, Ilai the Ahohite,
(B:E Project) Sibbecai the Hushathite and Ilai the Ahohite.

Context: Sibbecai is iden�fied elsewhere (2 Samuel 21:18) as the man who killed Saph, 
one of the giant descendants of Rapha, in a later ba�le against the Philis�nes.
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Context: Con�nuing the roster of the thirty mighty men.
Meaning: Hararite recurs among several names in this list, sugges�ng a family or clan 
cluster contribu�ng mul�ple warriors to David's cause - loyalty o�en ran through whole 
households, not just isolated individuals.
Lesson: Consider how the values in your own household or family shape more than just 
you - loyalty, courage, and faith tend to run in families and communi�es, for be�er or 
worse. Be inten�onal about what you're passing on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:33 - the parallel list.

11:36 (KJV) Hepher the Mecherathite, Ahijah the Pelonite,
(B:E Project) Hepher the Mecherathite and Ahijah the Pelonite.

Context: More names from the roster, from towns not otherwise well documented.
Meaning: The list keeps insis�ng, verse a�er verse, that the kingdom rested on many 
individual, named commitments rather than one man's greatness alone.
Lesson: Whatever you're part of building - a family, a team, a cause - remember it's 
rarely one person's achievement. Value the contribu�ons of the people whose names 
might not make the headlines.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:34 - the parallel list.

11:37 (KJV) Hezro the Carmelite, Naarai the son of Ezbai,
(B:E Project) Hezro the Carmelite and Naarai, son of Ezbai.

Context: Carmel here is a town in Judah's hill country (dis�nct from Mount Carmel), 
notably the hometown of Nabal and his wife Abigail, who later became one of David's 
own wives (1 Samuel 25).
Meaning: The men�on of Carmel quietly �es this roster back to an earlier, very personal 
episode in David's life - his marriage to Abigail a�er Nabal's death - showing how the 
various threads of David's story interconnect.
Lesson: Your life's different chapters - the painful ones and the hopeful ones - are more 
connected than they seem at the �me. Trust that the threads of your story are being 
woven together, even when you can't yet see the whole picture.
See Also: 1 Samuel 25 - the story of Nabal, Abigail, and her marriage to David; 2 Samuel 
23:35 - the parallel list.

11:38 (KJV) Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the son of Haggeri,
(B:E Project) Joel, brother of Nathan, and Mibhar, son of Haggeri.

Context: Some iden�fy this Nathan as possibly related to the prophet Nathan who later 
confronts David over Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12), though the text doesn't confirm this 

(B:E Project) Hurai, from the ravines of Gaash, and Abiel the Arbathite.

Context: Gaash is a hill region in Ephraim's territory, near where Joshua himself was 
buried (Joshua 24:30) - another geographic thread linking David's men to earlier na�onal 
history.
Meaning: These are ordinary names �ed to real, remembered geography - the list roots 
David's kingdom in the physical land and its history, not in abstrac�on.
Lesson: Where you're from is part of your story, not incidental to it. Owning your roots, 
however modest, gives your life a real place in a larger, ongoing story.
See Also: Joshua 24:30 - Joshua buried near the hill of Gaash; 2 Samuel 23:30 - the 
parallel list.

11:33 (KJV) Azmaveth the Baharumite, Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
(B:E Project) Azmaveth the Baharumite and Eliahba the Shaalbonite.

Context: Two more names from the roll of the thirty, from towns otherwise mostly 
unrecorded elsewhere in the Bible.
Meaning: Even names history otherwise forgot are given a permanent, dignified place 
in this record - being wri�en down and remembered was itself treated as significant in 
this culture.
Lesson: Being remembered by name ma�ers. I no�ce the people the wider world 
overlooks, and this list is a small, ancient echo of that same principle - everyone counted, 
everyone named.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:31 - the parallel list entry.

11:34 (KJV) The sons of Hashem the Gizonite, Jonathan the son of Shage the Hararite,
(B:E Project) The sons of Hashem the Gizonite, and Jonathan, son of Shage, the Hararite.

Context: Another set of names from David's elite fighters, largely otherwise una�ested, 
con�nuing the roll call.
Meaning: The sheer density of names in this passage is itself the point - Chronicles insists 
on documen�ng who specifically built David's kingdom, refusing to let their contribu�on 
dissolve into a vague, anonymous mass.
Lesson: Specific people did specific things to build what came a�er them - don't let your 
own contribu�ons get lost in vague generali�es either; be someone whose name is 
worth remembering for what you actually did.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:32-33 - the parallel list.

11:35 (KJV) Ahiam the son of Sacar the Hararite, Eliphal the son of Ur,
(B:E Project) Ahiam, son of Sacar, the Hararite, and Eliphal, son of Ur.
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(B:E Project) Uriah the Hi�te and Zabad, son of Ahlai.

Context: This is the same Uriah whose wife, Bathsheba, David later takes for himself, 
arranging for Uriah's death in ba�le to cover up the affair (2 Samuel 11) - one of the most 
morally serious episodes in David's whole life.
Meaning: This brief men�on lands with real weight given what's known from 
elsewhere: a loyal, foreign-born soldier in David's own elite guard, whom David later 
betrays and has killed. Chronicles doesn't retell that scandal here, but readers who know 
the fuller story feel the shadow it casts.
Lesson: Even the people we admire most are capable of terrible betrayal, and even the 
most loyal people can be wronged by those they served. I don't ask you to pretend 
flawed people were flawless - I ask you to see clearly, and s�ll choose to do be�er 
yourself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 11 - the full account of David's affair with Bathsheba and Uriah's 
death; 2 Samuel 23:39 - the parallel list, which notably totals 'thirty and seven in all,' 
closing with Uriah's name.

11:42 (KJV) Adina the son of Shiza the Reubenite, a captain of the Reubenites, and thirty with 
him,
(B:E Project) Adina, son of Shiza, a Reubenite - a leading captain of the Reubenites - 
along with thirty men under him.

Context: Reuben was Jacob's firstborn son but lost the tribal birthright due to earlier 
misconduct (Genesis 49:3-4); Reuben's tribe se�led east of the Jordan, geographically 
separate from the rest of Israel.
Meaning: A leader from the o�en-overlooked, geographically distant tribe of Reuben 
s�ll finds a place of real honour in David's forces - showing that a tribe's diminished 
status in the family story didn't shut its people out of significance in the na�on's story.
Lesson: A difficult family history or a past mistake doesn't have to define what you or 
your descendants can s�ll contribute or achieve. New chapters are always possible.
See Also: Genesis 49:3-4 - Reuben loses his birthright status due to past wrongdoing; 1 
Chronicles 5:1-2 - a fuller explana�on of Reuben's lost preeminence.

11:43 (KJV) Hanan the son of Maachah, and Joshaphat the Mithnite,
(B:E Project) Hanan, son of Maachah, and Joshaphat the Mithnite.

Context: Con�nuing the roster of the thirty mighty men, from otherwise unrecorded 
towns and clans.
Meaning: The steady rhythm of names, verse a�er verse, is itself part of the message: 
an en�re, diverse coali�on - not a single hero - built and secured David's kingdom.

directly.
Meaning: Even where iden�fica�on with famous figures is uncertain, the text s�ll 
preserves the name and rela�onship carefully - dignity given to being someone's 
brother, someone's son, part of a real family line.
Lesson: Your rela�onships - being someone's sibling, someone's child, someone's friend 
- are worth recording and honouring in their own right, even without fame a�ached to 
them.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:36 - the parallel list; 2 Samuel 12:1-13 - the prophet Nathan's 
confronta�on of David, a different well-known Nathan.

11:39 (KJV) Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Berothite, the armourbearer of Joab the son of 
Zeruiah,
(B:E Project) Zelek the Ammonite, and Naharai the Berothite, who carried the armour 
for Joab, son of Zeruiah.

Context: Zelek is an Ammonite - a foreigner from a na�on frequently at war with Israel - 
now serving in David's own elite guard, alongside Uriah the Hi�te and others noted later 
in this same list.
Meaning: Once again, someone from a tradi�onally hos�le foreign na�on is fully 
integrated into David's inner circle of trusted fighters - a recurring pa�ern in this list that 
quietly celebrates loyalty and character over ethnic origin.
Lesson: Where someone comes from should never be the final word on whether they 
belong with you or deserve your trust. I welcome people from every background who 
show real loyalty and love - so should you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:37 - the parallel list; Ruth 1:16-17 - another foreigner, Ruth the 
Moabitess, fully embraced into Israel's story and David's own family line.

11:40 (KJV) Ira the Ithrite, Gareb the Ithrite,
(B:E Project) Ira the Ithrite and Gareb the Ithrite.

Context: The Ithrites were a clan connected to Kirjath-jearim in Judah (1 Chronicles 
2:53).
Meaning: Family clans, not just individuals, are shown contribu�ng mul�ple sons to 
David's cause - loyalty passed down and shared within households.
Lesson: What you commit to can shape more than your own life - it can shape what your 
whole family becomes known for, for genera�ons.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:38 - the parallel list; 1 Chronicles 2:53 - the Ithrite clan's origin near 
Kirjath-jearim.

11:41 (KJV) Uriah the Hi�te, Zabad the son of Ahlai,
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Context: Another foreigner appears here - a Moabite, from the very na�on that 
produced Ruth, David's own great-grandmother (Ruth 4:13-17).
Meaning: The presence of a Moabite among David's most trusted warriors quietly 
echoes David's own ancestry - his family line itself included a Moabite woman, so a 
Moabite figh�ng loyally at his side fits the pa�ern of his whole story.
Lesson: Where your family came from, and who you welcome into your circle, o�en 
turn out to be more connected than you'd expect. Don't be surprised when the people 
you welcome in end up ma�ering to your own story in ways you didn't foresee.
See Also: Ruth 4:13-17 - Ruth the Moabitess as David's great-grandmother; Ma�hew 
1:5 - Ruth named directly in Jesus's genealogy.

11:47 (KJV) Eliel, and Obed, and Jasiel the Mesobaite.
(B:E Project) Eliel, and Obed, and Jasiel the Mesobaite.

Context: This is the final verse of the mighty men's roster and of the chapter - these 
three names appear only in Chronicles' extended list, not in the shorter version in 2 
Samuel.
Meaning: The chapter closes not with a grand summarising statement but simply with 
three more names - a fi�ng end for a list whose en�re purpose has been to ensure that 
ordinary, faithful people are not forgo�en.
Lesson: Endings don't always need fanfare. Some�mes the most meaningful way to 
close something is simply to make sure everyone who ma�ered has been properly 
named and remembered.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:39 - the end of the shorter parallel list, showing how much 
addi�onal material Chronicles preserves beyond it.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 12

Chapter 12 details the various groups of skilled warriors who joined David during different stages 
of his life, especially while he was hiding from King Saul and later when he was being established 
as king in Hebron. It highlights their military abili�es, unwavering loyalty, and significant numbers, 
demonstra�ng how God gathered diverse individuals from across Israel to support David's claim 
to the throne. The chapter concludes with a massive assembly of soldiers and supplies at Hebron, 
signifying Israel's unified decision to crown David.

12:1 (KJV) Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he yet kept himself close 
because of Saul the son of Kish: and they were among the mighty men, helpers of the 
war.
(B:E Project) These are the men who came to David at Ziklag while he was s�ll hiding 
from Saul, son of Kish - they were among his mighty warriors, valuable helpers in ba�le.

     CHAPTER 12

Lesson: Big achievements are rarely the work of one person alone. No�ce and 
appreciate the wide coali�on of people behind any success you're part of, including your 
own.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:34 - a similarly pa�erned list entry.

11:44 (KJV) Uzzia the Ashterathite, Shama and Jehiel the sons of Hothan the Aroerite,
(B:E Project) Uzzia the Ashterathite, and Shama and Jehiel, sons of Hothan the Aroerite.

Context: Ashtaroth and Aroer were towns in the Transjordan region (modern-day 
Jordan), showing David's support reaching well beyond the Jordan River into the eastern 
tribal territories.
Meaning: Support for David wasn't confined to the tribal heartland - it stretched into the 
more distant, eastern regions too, reflec�ng a genuinely na�onal, not merely local, 
movement.
Lesson: Real unity reaches beyond your immediate circle to include people further 
away, geographically or otherwise, who share the same commitment. Don't let distance 
be the reason you overlook someone's loyalty or worth.
See Also: Joshua 13:25 - Aroer's loca�on within Gad's Transjordan territory; 2 Samuel 
23:44 - names not found in the shorter parallel list, since Chronicles' roster extends 
beyond it.

11:45 (KJV) Jediael the son of Shimri, and Joha his brother, the Tizite,
(B:E Project) Jediael, son of Shimri, and his brother Joha the Tizite.

Context: Con�nuing the extended list of names unique to Chronicles' version of the 
roster, beyond what 2 Samuel records.
Meaning: From this point, Chronicles' list runs longer than the parallel account in 2 
Samuel 23, preserving addi�onal names that would otherwise have been en�rely lost to 
history.
Lesson: Some good work only gets remembered because someone, much later, took 
the trouble to write it down carefully. Consider being that someone for the people 
around you whose contribu�ons might otherwise go unrecorded.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:39 - where the shorter parallel list ends, just before Chronicles' 
addi�onal names begin.

11:46 (KJV) Eliel the Mahavite, and Jeribai, and Joshaviah, the sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the 
Moabite,
(B:E Project) Eliel the Mahavite, Jeribai and Joshaviah, sons of Elnaam, and Ithmah the 
Moabite.
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Lesson: Real change of heart can happen even in the places most invested in the old way 
of doing things. Don't assume anyone is beyond changing their mind when they see 
something be�er.
See Also: 1 Samuel 10:26 - Gibeah as Saul's hometown; Jeremiah 1:1 - Anathoth as the 
later hometown of the prophet Jeremiah.

12:4 (KJV) And Ismaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man among the thirty, and over the thirty; 
and Jeremiah, and Jahaziel, and Johanan, and Josabad the Gederathite,
(B:E Project) Ishmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty warrior among the thirty and a leader 
over them; also Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and Josabad from Gedor.

Context: The Gibeonites were originally a Canaanite people who tricked Israel into a 
peace treaty back in Joshua's �me (Joshua 9) - by David's era, they're fully part of the 
community, one even rising to lead among his elite thirty.
Meaning: A descendant of a people group that entered Israel's story through decep�on 
genera�ons earlier is now shown thriving as a trusted leader - a long-range picture of 
how belonging can deepen genuinely over genera�ons.
Lesson: However someone's story with a group began - even messily or through 
mistrust - what ma�ers more is who they've become and how faithfully they've served 
since. Judge people by their character now, not only by their origins.
See Also: Joshua 9 - the Gibeonites' original decep�ve treaty with Israel; 2 Samuel 21:1-9 
- a later episode showing Israel's con�nuing obliga�ons to the Gibeonites.

12:5 (KJV) Eluzai, and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shemariah, and Shepha�ah the Haruphite,
(B:E Project) Eluzai, Jerimoth, Bealiah, Shemariah, and Shepha�ah the Haruphite.

Context: Con�nuing the roster of skilled fighters, mostly from Benjamin, who joined 
David at Ziklag.
Meaning: As with the mighty men list in chapter 11, the sheer accumula�on of 
individual names insists that each person's loyalty was worth recording specifically, not 
lumped into a vague crowd.
Lesson: Being one name among many doesn't make your contribu�on any less real or 
worth remembering. I see each person dis�nctly, even within a large group.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:26-47 - the earlier, similarly detailed roster of David's mighty 
men.

12:6 (KJV) Elkanah, and Jesiah, and Azareel, and Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korhites,
(B:E Project) Elkanah, Jesiah, Azareel, Joezer, and Jashobeam, the Korahites.

Context: The Korahites were a Levi�cal clan (descended from Korah, who infamously 
rebelled against Moses in Numbers 16) who later became known chiefly as temple 

Context: Ziklag was a town the Philis�ne king Achish gave David to live in during his 
fugi�ve years (1 Samuel 27:6), before David became king - this chapter documents the 
loyal support he gathered during that difficult, uncertain period.
Meaning: Chronicles specifically highlights people who backed David when he had 
nothing to offer them but danger and uncertainty - a very different kind of loyalty than 
support given once someone has already won.
Lesson: The friendships that mean the most are usually the ones formed in hard, 
uncertain seasons, not a�er success has already arrived. Value the people who stood by 
you in your own 'Ziklag' seasons.
See Also: 1 Samuel 27:5-6 - Ziklag given to David by King Achish; 1 Samuel 22:1-2 - the 
earlier gathering at the cave of Adullam.

12:2 (KJV) They were armed with bows, and could use both the right hand and the le� in 
hurling stones and shoo�ng arrows out of a bow, even of Saul’s brethren of Benjamin.
(B:E Project) They were skilled with bows, able to use either hand to sling stones or 
shoot arrows - and remarkably, they were rela�ves of Saul himself, from the tribe of 
Benjamin.

Context: Benjamin was famous for producing skilled le�-handed and ambidextrous 
slingers (Judges 20:16) - and strikingly, it was also Saul's own tribe, making these men's 
defec�on to David especially significant.
Meaning: Men from the deposed king's own tribe and extended family choose to 
support his rival - a powerful, personal statement about where they saw real leadership, 
even against their own tribal loyalty.
Lesson: Some�mes doing what's right means going against your own group's 
expecta�ons or history. I honour people who follow convic�on over mere tribal loyalty, 
even when it costs them standing with their own side.
See Also: Judges 20:16 - Benjamite slingers' famous skill; 1 Samuel 9:1-2 - Saul's own 
Benjamite background.

12:3 (KJV) The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, 
and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Antothite,
(B:E Project) The leader was Ahiezer, then Joash, sons of Shemaah from Gibeah; also 
Jeziel and Pelet, sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu from Anathoth.

Context: Gibeah was Saul's own hometown - so these are men literally from the 
deposed king's home city, now backing David.
Meaning: Even men from Saul's own home town turn to David - the strongest possible 
sign that support for David wasn't simply an�-Saul poli�cs but a genuine, personal 
convic�on reaching right into Saul's own community.
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 5:18 - the Gadites elsewhere described as skilled and valiant 
warriors as well.

12:9 (KJV) Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third,
(B:E Project) Ezer was the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third.

Context: This begins a numbered ranking of eleven Gadite captains, an unusually formal 
and precise way of recording a chain of command.
Meaning: The careful numbering - first, second, third - shows a genuine, func�oning 
military hierarchy rather than an informal band, hin�ng at how seriously organised 
David's forces already were even before he was formally king.
Lesson: Order and structure, used well, aren't the enemy of loyalty or passion - they're 
o�en what allows a group of commi�ed people to actually func�on effec�vely together.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:14 - the summary verse explaining this group's rank structure.

12:10 (KJV) Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fi�h,
(B:E Project) Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fi�h.

Context: Con�nuing the ranked list of Gad's eleven captains.
Meaning: Precision in rank, from fourth to fi�h, reflects the chronicler's care in 
preserving exact standing and order, not just names.
Lesson: Details ma�er. Taking the �me to record and honour exactly who did what, and 
in what order, is itself a form of respect worth prac�sing in your own life.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:9 - the start of this ranked list.

12:11 (KJV) A�ai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
(B:E Project) A�ai the sixth, Eliel the seventh.

Context: Con�nuing the ranked list.
Meaning: The steady progression through the ranks reflects a genuinely disciplined 
figh�ng force, not a loose collec�on of volunteers.
Lesson: Discipline and order can be forms of care - for your team, your family, or yourself 
- not just restric�on. There's real freedom in a life or group that has healthy structure.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:14 - explaining this list's structure and significance.

12:12 (KJV) Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
(B:E Project) Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth.

Context: Con�nuing the numbered roster.

gatekeepers and musicians - here, remarkably, some appear as skilled warriors joining 
David.
Meaning: A clan whose ancestor is remembered mainly for a notorious rebellion against 
God's appointed leadership is shown, genera�ons later, faithfully suppor�ng God's 
chosen king - a real reversal within the same family line.
Lesson: A troubled family history doesn't have to define you. What your ancestors did 
wrong is not a life sentence on your own character or choices - you get to write a 
different chapter.
See Also: Numbers 16 - Korah's rebellion against Moses; 1 Chronicles 9:19 - Korahites 
later serving as temple gatekeepers; Psalm 42 (�tle) - 'sons of Korah' as psalm authors.

12:7 (KJV) And Joelah, and Zebadiah, the sons of Jeroham of Gedor.
(B:E Project) And Joelah and Zebadiah, sons of Jeroham, from Gedor.

Context: The final pair of names in this sec�on of Benjamite recruits who joined David at 
Ziklag.
Meaning: Closing out this por�on of the list, the text has now named around two dozen 
individuals from a single tribe - Saul's own - who chose David, a striking concentra�on of 
quiet, costly loyalty.
Lesson: Some�mes it takes a whole community of small, individual decisions to add up 
to real, visible change. Your one choice to do right may be part of a much bigger shi� 
than you realise.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:1-6 - the preceding names in this same Benjamite group.

12:8 (KJV) And of the Gadites there separated themselves unto David into the hold to the 
wilderness men of might, and men of war fit for the ba�le, that could handle shield and 
buckler, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as swi� as the roes upon the 
mountains;
(B:E Project) Some of the Gadites also broke away to join David at his wilderness 
stronghold - tough, experienced fighters skilled with shield and spear, with faces as 
fierce as lions and as fast on their feet as gazelles on the mountains.

Context: Gad was one of the tribes se�led east of the Jordan; this vivid, almost poe�c 
descrip�on marks a shi� into a dis�nct block of material celebra�ng specifically Gadite 
warriors.
Meaning: The vivid animal imagery isn't just decora�on - it's meant to convey real, 
formidable ba�lefield presence, underlining how valuable this par�cular group's 
defec�on was to David's growing strength.
Lesson: Don't discount the value of raw skill and toughness paired with loyalty. I care 
about the heart behind someone's strength, but I also recognise and celebrate genuine 
competence used well.
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the east and to the west.

Context: The 'first month' (Nisan/Abib, roughly March-April) was when winter 
snowmelt caused the Jordan to flood - crossing it at that �me, rather than wai�ng for 
safer condi�ons, was a notable feat of both physical daring and military urgency.
Meaning: This detail is included specifically to highlight extraordinary commitment - 
these men didn't wait for convenient, safe condi�ons to reach David and fight for him; 
they crossed a dangerous, flooded river to do it.
Lesson: Real commitment o�en shows up as a willingness to act even when condi�ons 
aren't ideal or safe. Don't wait for the 'right moment' to do what you know ma�ers - 
some�mes the flood is exactly when you're needed.
See Also: Joshua 3:15 - an earlier crossing of the Jordan at flood stage, when Israel first 
entered the promised land.

12:16 (KJV) And there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the hold unto David.
(B:E Project) Some men from Benjamin and Judah also came to David's stronghold.

Context: This marks a new group joining David - notably including men from Judah, 
David's own tribe, alongside Benjamin, Saul's tribe, appearing together.
Meaning: Representa�ves from both the old royal tribe and David's own tribe arrive 
together, foreshadowing the eventual na�onal unity that the rest of the chapter builds 
toward.
Lesson: Watch for the moments when old rivals start showing up on the same side - 
that's o�en the beginning of real, las�ng reconcilia�on.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:1 - the fuller, later unity of 'all Israel' gathering to David.

12:17 (KJV) And David went out to meet them, and answered and said unto them, If ye be 
come peaceably unto me to help me, mine heart shall be knit unto you: but if ye be come 
to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in mine hands, the God of our 
fathers look thereon, and rebuke it.
(B:E Project) David went out to meet them and said, 'If you've come to me peacefully, to 
help me, then my heart is joined to yours. But if you've come to betray me to my 
enemies - even though I've done no wrong - may the God of our ancestors see it and 
hold you accountable.'

Context: David, having been betrayed before (by people like the Ziphites who reported 
his loca�on to Saul), is understandably cau�ous even with reinforcements arriving at his 
stronghold.
Meaning: David doesn't respond to poten�al support with blind, uncri�cal welcome - 
he's honest about the risk of betrayal and states his own innocence plainly, trus�ng God 
rather than himself to be the ul�mate judge of others' inten�ons.

Meaning: Even at rank eight and nine, these men are s�ll named individually and given 
a specific, honoured place - nobody in this par�cular group is anonymous, however far 
down the list.
Lesson: Rank or posi�on in a group doesn't determine your worth. Whether you're first 
or ninth, your contribu�on s�ll deserves to be seen and named.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:9-14 - the whole Gadite ranked list.

12:13 (KJV) Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai the eleventh.
(B:E Project) Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai the eleventh.

Context: The final two names in this numbered roster of Gad's eleven captains.
Meaning: The list concludes with exactly eleven leaders - a complete, carefully bounded 
record rather than a rough es�mate.
Lesson: Completeness and thoroughness in how you honour people's contribu�ons 
communicates real care. Don't leave the last few names off the list, literally or 
figura�vely.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:14 - the summary that follows, explaining the rank structure of 
this whole group.

12:14 (KJV) These were of the sons of Gad, captains of the host: one of the least was over an 
hundred, and the greatest over a thousand.
(B:E Project) These were the sons of Gad, commanders in the army - the least of them 
was in charge of a hundred men, and the greatest in charge of a thousand.

Context: This verse explains the significance of the numbered ranking just given: it 
wasn't arbitrary, it reflected real command responsibility over increasingly large groups 
of soldiers.
Meaning: Even the 'least' of this group commanded a hundred men - a reminder that 
being ranked lowest within an elite group s�ll means being genuinely excep�onal by any 
wider standard.
Lesson: Being 'the least' in an excellent group is s�ll excellent. Don't measure yourself 
only against the very best around you and conclude you don't measure up - context 
ma�ers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:8-13 - the full ranked list this verse summarises.

12:15 (KJV) These are they that went over Jordan in the first month, when it had overflown all 
his banks; and they put to flight all them of the valleys, both toward the east, and toward 
the west.
(B:E Project) These were the men who crossed the Jordan River in the first month, when 
it was overflowing all its banks, and they drove out everyone living in the valleys, both to 
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showing that even in that compromised posi�on, some future defenders of Israel 
already recognised him as their true leader.
Lesson: People can misjudge your loyal�es based on where you happen to be standing 
at a given moment - but those who really know your heart will trust you anyway. Don't 
be discouraged if your situa�on looks compromised from the outside; character 
eventually shows through.
See Also: 1 Samuel 29:1-11 - the fuller account of David being dismissed by the Philis�ne 
commanders before this ba�le.

12:20 (KJV) As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of Manasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and 
Jediael, and Michael, and Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, captains of the thousands that 
were of Manasseh.
(B:E Project) As he was travelling back to Ziklag, men from Manasseh joined him: Adnah, 
Jozabad, Jediael, Michael, Jozabad, Elihu, and Zilthai - commanders over thousands 
within Manasseh.

Context: This picks up right where the previous verse le� off - a�er being sent away by 
the Philis�nes, David heads back to Ziklag, and on the way, senior Manassite 
commanders join him.
Meaning: Even in what could have been read as a moment of rejec�on and setback 
(being dismissed by the Philis�nes), David gains significant new support - a reminder that 
closed doors some�mes open onto be�er ones nearby.
Lesson: What looks like a setback can be exactly the turn that leads you toward the 
people and path meant for you. Don't despair too quickly when a door closes - watch for 
what opens next.
See Also: 1 Samuel 30:1 - Ziklag's destruc�on by Amalekite raiders, the crisis David 
returns to right a�er this, which the next verse addresses.

12:21 (KJV) And they helped David against the band of the rovers: for they were all mighty men 
of valour, and were captains in the host.
(B:E Project) These men helped David fight against a band of raiders, since they were all 
courageous, capable warriors and commanders in the army.

Context: This almost certainly refers to the Amalekite raid on Ziklag while David was 
away (1 Samuel 30), which had burned the town and taken the families of David's men 
cap�ve - the new Manassite recruits arrive just in �me to help with the counter-a�ack 
and rescue.
Meaning: The �ming here is striking - support arrives right before a genuine crisis, 
turning what could have been a personal catastrophe for David's men into a successful 
rescue mission.

Lesson: It's wise, not unloving, to be discerning about people's inten�ons even while 
staying open to genuine support. You can hold both honesty about risk and openness to 
trust at the same �me.
See Also: 1 Samuel 23:19-23 - the Ziphites betraying David's loca�on to Saul, part of the 
backdrop for his cau�on here.

12:18 (KJV) Then the spirit came upon Amasai, who was chief of the captains, and he said, 
Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse: peace, peace be unto thee, and 
peace be to thine helpers; for thy God helpeth thee. Then David received them, and made 
them captains of the band.
(B:E Project) Then the Spirit came upon Amasai, chief of the captains, and he said, 'We 
are yours, David - we're on your side, son of Jesse! Peace, peace to you, and peace to 
those who help you, for your God helps you.' So David welcomed them and made them 
officers in his forces.

Context: Amasai's declara�on is described as Spirit-inspired, giving this moment a 
prophe�c weight beyond ordinary poli�cal allegiance - it func�ons almost like a 
spontaneous oath of loyalty.
Meaning: The repeated word 'peace' and the direct address to David by his father's 
name (a mark of genuine personal connec�on, not just formal address to a king) makes 
this one of the warmest, most hear�elt declara�ons of loyalty in the whole book.
Lesson: When you find people who are genuinely, wholeheartedly for you, let that in 
fully - don't guard yourself against good news the way you'd guard against betrayal. 
Welcome real loyalty when it's offered.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:1,13 - David's introduc�on as 'son of Jesse,' the same personal 
�tle used here; Judges 6:34 - the Spirit similarly 'coming upon' Gideon before a moment 
of decisive leadership.

12:19 (KJV) And there fell some of Manasseh to David, when he came with the Philis�nes 
against Saul to ba�le: but they helped them not: for the lords of the Philis�nes upon 
advisement sent him away, saying, He will fall to his master Saul to the jeopardy of our 
heads.
(B:E Project) Some men from Manasseh also defected to David at the �me he had 
marched out with the Philis�ne army to fight against Saul - though in the end they 
weren't allowed to help, because the Philis�ne commanders, on reflec�on, sent David 
away, worried he might turn back to his old master Saul and cost them their own lives.

Context: This refers to the episode in 1 Samuel 29, where David had been living among 
the Philis�nes and was ini�ally expected to fight alongside them against Israel, un�l the 
Philis�ne commanders distrusted him and dismissed him before the ba�le.
Meaning: The verse candidly acknowledges an awkward, morally complicated chapter 
of David's life - him marching with Israel's enemies - without erasing it, while also 
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(B:E Project) From Judah: six thousand eight hundred men armed with shield and spear, 
ready for war.

Context: Judah was David's own tribe, and also the tribe long associated with the 
promise of royal leadership going back to Jacob's blessing over his son Judah (Genesis 
49:10).
Meaning: Interes�ngly, Judah's number here isn't the largest in the whole list - a small 
but telling detail sugges�ng that David's corona�on wasn't simply his own tribe 
overpowering the rest, but a genuinely broad, na�onal movement.
Lesson: True support isn't measured only by how strongly your own side backs you - it's 
measured by how widely others, beyond your natural circle, choose to stand with you 
too.
See Also: Genesis 49:10 - the prophecy that leadership ('the sceptre') would belong to 
Judah; Ma�hew 1:2-3 - Judah's line leading eventually to Jesus.

12:25 (KJV) Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for the war, seven thousand and 
one hundred.
(B:E Project) From Simeon: seven thousand one hundred courageous warriors for 
ba�le.

Context: Simeon was one of the smaller, less prominent tribes, whose territory was later 
largely absorbed within Judah's own allo�ed land (Joshua 19:1).
Meaning: Even a tribe des�ned to lose its dis�nct territorial iden�ty over �me s�ll shows 
up here, fully counted and fully present, contribu�ng meaningfully to the na�onal 
moment.
Lesson: Your contribu�on counts even if your group or iden�ty later fades from 
prominence. What you gave s�ll ma�ered in its own moment, regardless of what 
happens a�erward.
See Also: Joshua 19:1,9 - Simeon's territory allo�ed within Judah's own land.

12:26 (KJV) Of the children of Levi four thousand and six hundred.
(B:E Project) From Levi: four thousand six hundred.

Context: Levi was the priestly tribe, set apart for religious service and given no separate 
land inheritance of its own (Numbers 18:20) - yet here they show up as armed men too.
Meaning: Even the tribe dedicated wholly to spiritual service shows up ready to fight for 
David's kingship - a sign that suppor�ng righ�ul leadership was seen as compa�ble with, 
not opposed to, their sacred calling.
Lesson: Faith and prac�cal, real-world engagement with the world aren't opposites. You 
can hold deep spiritual convic�on and s�ll show up fully for the prac�cal needs and 
causes in front of you.

Lesson: Some�mes the people who show up in your life arrive at exactly the moment 
you need them most, even if you couldn't have planned or predicted it. Stay open to 
help arriving in its own �ming, not just yours.
See Also: 1 Samuel 30 - the fuller account of the Amalekite raid on Ziklag and David's 
pursuit and rescue.

12:22 (KJV) For at that �me day by day there came to David to help him, un�l it was a great 
host, like the host of God.
(B:E Project) Day a�er day, more men kept coming to help David, un�l his forces 
became a great army - like an army of God.

Context: This summarises the cumula�ve effect of the various groups described 
throughout the chapter - a steady, growing �de of support.
Meaning: The phrase 'like the host of God' elevates what could be read as simple 
poli�cal momentum into something the chronicler sees as reflec�ng genuine divine 
backing, not just human popularity.
Lesson: Real, las�ng support tends to build gradually, day by day, rather than arriving all 
at once. Trust the slow accumula�on of good people and good will in your own life 
rather than demanding instant, overwhelming results.
See Also: Exodus 12:41 - Israel itself described as 'the hosts of the LORD' leaving Egypt, a 
similar phrase for a divinely-backed mul�tude.

12:23 (KJV) And these are the numbers of the bands that were ready armed to the war, and 
came to David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of 
the LORD.
(B:E Project) These are the numbers of the armed troops who came to David at Hebron, 
ready for ba�le, to hand Saul's kingdom over to him, just as the LORD had said.

Context: This transi�ons into the chapter's climac�c sec�on - the full muster of tribal 
con�ngents gathering at Hebron for David's na�onal corona�on, listed tribe by tribe 
with exact numbers.
Meaning: The formal, precise tallying that follows makes plain that this wasn't a small or 
symbolic event - it was a na�onwide mobilisa�on, with every tribe formally represented 
and counted.
Lesson: When something truly ma�ers, it's worth coun�ng the cost and the 
commitment carefully, not just gesturing vaguely at support. Real commitments can and 
should be made concrete and specific.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:1-3 - the corona�on covenant at Hebron this muster leads up 
to.

12:24 (KJV) The children of Judah that bare shield and spear were six thousand and eight 
hundred, ready armed to the war.
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(B:E Project) From Benjamin, Saul's own rela�ves: three thousand - though up to that 
point, most of that tribe had s�ll stayed loyal to Saul's own household.

Context: This is a notably honest aside - unlike the other tribal totals given without 
comment, the chronicler explicitly notes that Benjamin's numbers were smaller because 
most of the tribe had remained loyal to Saul's family rather than joining David.
Meaning: The text doesn't inflate or smooth over the fact that not everyone was on 
board - it honestly records ongoing divided loyalty even within this celebratory, unifying 
account, which actually makes the eventual unity that follows more credible, not less.
Lesson: Real reconcilia�on and unity are more believable, and more valuable, when 
they're honest about the tension and division that came before them. Don't be afraid to 
acknowledge real disagreement on the way to genuine peace.
See Also: 2 Samuel 2:8-9 - Saul's son Ish-bosheth ini�ally made king over Benjamin and 
other tribes, part of the divided loyalty referenced here.

12:30 (KJV) And of the children of Ephraim twenty thousand and eight hundred, mighty men of 
valour, famous throughout the house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) From Ephraim: twenty thousand eight hundred courageous warriors, well 
known and respected throughout their own extended family.

Context: Ephraim was one of the two dominant tribes descended from Joseph, 
historically associated with strong leadership (Joshua himself was an Ephraimite) and 
later becoming so prominent that 'Ephraim' is some�mes used almost as a synonym for 
the whole northern kingdom of Israel.
Meaning: A tribe already known for producing respected, capable leaders throws 
substan�al numbers behind David - a meaningful vote of confidence from one of Israel's 
historically strongest and most influen�al tribes.
Lesson: When people who are already respected and established choose to back 
something new, it carries real weight. Consider using whatever standing or respect 
you've earned to support good things and good people, rather than only guarding your 
own posi�on.
See Also: Joshua 1:1 - Joshua, Ephraim's most famous leader; Hosea 4-14 - much later, 
'Ephraim' used repeatedly as shorthand for the whole northern kingdom.

12:31 (KJV) And of the half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, which were expressed by 
name, to come and make David king.
(B:E Project) From the half-tribe of Manasseh: eighteen thousand men, specifically 
named individuals, who came to make David king.

Context: The detail that these men were 'expressed by name' - individually registered, 
not just counted anonymously - marks this group's commitment as especially personal 
and deliberate.

See Also: Numbers 18:20 - Levi given no land inheritance, set apart for sacred service 
instead; 1 Chronicles 12:27-28 - the following verses on Levite priestly leaders.

12:27 (KJV) And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and with him were three thousand 
and seven hundred;
(B:E Project) Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronite priests, and with him were three 
thousand seven hundred men.

Context: The Aaronites were the priestly branch descended specifically from Aaron, 
Moses's brother, within the wider tribe of Levi. A later, unrelated priest also named 
Jehoiada plays a major role genera�ons a�erward in crowning young King Joash (2 Kings 
11).
Meaning: Even the priesthood, Israel's most explicitly religious ins�tu�on, formally 
throws its weight behind David's kingship here - religious and civic leadership working in 
step together at this founding moment.
Lesson: The best kind of spiritual leadership supports and strengthens just, good 
leadership in the wider world rather than staying aloof from it. Faith at its healthiest gets 
involved in building a be�er shared life, not just private devo�on.
See Also: 2 Kings 11:4-12 - a later priest named Jehoiada who plays a pivotal role in 
restoring righ�ul kingship to young Joash.

12:28 (KJV) And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and of his father’s house twenty and 
two captains.
(B:E Project) And Zadok, a young man of great courage, along with twenty-two 
commanders from his father's household.

Context: Zadok goes on to become one of the most important figures in Israelite 
religious history - the faithful high priest under both David and Solomon (1 Kings 1-2), 
founder of the 'Zadokite' priestly line that later prophets (like Ezekiel) envisioned 
con�nuing into the future temple.
Meaning: This brief men�on of Zadok as a promising young man is the quiet beginning 
of a story that shapes Israel's priesthood for centuries a�erward - a reminder that 
significant futures o�en start with small, easy-to-miss first appearances.
Lesson: Someone's future significance is rarely obvious at the start. Pay a�en�on to 
promising character in young people around you - you may be watching the early 
chapter of someone who will ma�er enormously later.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:32-39 - Zadok anoints Solomon as king; Ezekiel 44:15 - Zadok's 
descendants envisioned as the faithful priestly line in Ezekiel's future temple vision.

12:29 (KJV) And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred of Saul, three thousand: for hitherto 
the greatest part of them had kept the ward of the house of Saul.
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:29 - the earlier, honestly acknowledged divided loyalty of 
Benjamin, standing in contrast to Zebulun's wholeheartedness.

12:34 (KJV) And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and with them with shield and spear thirty 
and seven thousand.
(B:E Project) From Naphtali: a thousand commanders, along with thirty-seven thousand 
men equipped with shield and spear.

Context: Naphtali, one of the more northern tribes, contributes a large, well-organised 
force with a substan�al leadership structure (a thousand commanders rela�ve to the 
wider force).
Meaning: The high ra�o of leaders to soldiers suggests a genuinely well-organised, 
capable tribal figh�ng force, not an improvised mob - further evidence of the 
seriousness with which the tribes approached this moment.
Lesson: Good organisa�on and good leadership structure aren't opposed to passion or 
loyalty - they're o�en what allows shared commitment to actually be effec�ve rather 
than just well-inten�oned.
See Also: Judges 4:6,10 - Naphtali's earlier military involvement under Barak and 
Deborah.

12:35 (KJV) And of the Danites expert in war twenty and eight thousand and six hundred.
(B:E Project) From Dan: twenty-eight thousand six hundred experienced fighters.

Context: Dan was one of the more northern, geographically peripheral tribes, later 
associated with early departure from the wider covenant community's worship 
prac�ces (Judges 18) - yet here, fully present and counted among David's supporters.
Meaning: Even a tribe with a somewhat troubled later reputa�on is here shown fully 
engaged and commi�ed at this founding, unifying moment - a snapshot of genuine, 
widespread solidarity across the whole na�on.
Lesson: People's later struggles or failures don't erase the good and faithful things they 
did earlier. Give credit for good choices made, even by those who go on to make 
different, harder ones later.
See Also: Judges 18 - Dan's later troubled history involving idolatry, standing in some 
contrast with their faithful presence here.

12:36 (KJV) And of Asher, such as went forth to ba�le, expert in war, forty thousand.
(B:E Project) From Asher: forty thousand experienced soldiers, ready for ba�le.

Context: Asher was another of the more peripheral northern tribes, se�led along the 
coastal region, contribu�ng a substan�al force to this na�onal gathering.

Meaning: Being named individually, rather than simply tallied as a number, reflects a 
level of personal, deliberate commitment - each man's decision to support David was 
recorded as his own choice, not just absorbed into a crowd.
Lesson: Make your commitments personal and specific, not vague or anonymous. 
There's real integrity in being someone who can be named and held to what you've 
promised, rather than hiding within a crowd.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 12:37 - the other half of Manasseh, on the eastern side of the 
Jordan, also listed among the war-ready tribes.

12:32 (KJV) And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the 
�mes, to know what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were two hundred; and all 
their brethren were at their commandment.
(B:E Project) From Issachar: men who understood the �mes and knew what Israel ought 
to do - their leaders numbered two hundred, and all their rela�ves followed their 
direc�on.

Context: Unlike every other tribe in this list, Issachar isn't praised for sheer numbers or 
ba�le-readiness, but specifically for discernment and understanding - prac�cal wisdom 
about what the moment required.
Meaning: This is one of the most quietly celebrated verses in the whole passage: 
wisdom and good judgement are held up as being just as valuable a contribu�on to a 
movement as military strength, maybe more so.
Lesson: Not everyone needs to be the strongest or most numerous to ma�er 
enormously - some�mes the person who simply understands what's really going on, 
and says so clearly, changes everything. Cul�vate discernment; it's a gi� worth having.
See Also: Proverbs 4:7 - 'wisdom is the principal thing'; Ma�hew 16:3 - Jesus later 
challenges people to discern 'the signs of the �mes' just as Issachar's men did here.

12:33 (KJV) Of Zebulun, such as went forth to ba�le, expert in war, with all instruments of war, 
fi�y thousand, which could keep rank: they were not of double heart.
(B:E Project) From Zebulun: fi�y thousand experienced soldiers, fully equipped with 
every kind of weapon, able to keep forma�on - men who weren't of two minds.

Context: Zebulun's contribu�on is the largest so far in the list, and it's specifically noted 
for their wholehearted, undivided commitment ('not of double heart').
Meaning: The phrase 'not of double heart' stands out - this isn't just about numbers or 
skill, but about single-minded, undivided loyalty, contrasted implicitly with the earlier, 
honestly noted divided loyalty within Benjamin.
Lesson: Wholehearted commitment - not half-in, half-out - is what makes support 
genuinely valuable and trustworthy. I'd rather have your full 'yes' than a hesitant, divided 
one.
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unity is worth working toward, and worth celebra�ng when it happens.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:1 - the opening statement of na�onal unity that this whole 
muster has been building toward and now confirms; Psalm 133:1 - 'how good and 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.'

12:39 (KJV) And there they were with David three days, ea�ng and drinking: for their brethren 
had prepared for them.
(B:E Project) They stayed there with David for three days, ea�ng and drinking, because 
their fellow Israelites had prepared food for them.

Context: A�er the formal muster and corona�on events, the text pauses on a simple, 
human detail - shared meals and communal provision, celebra�ng together.
Meaning: The story doesn't end with poli�cs or military numbers - it ends with people 
ea�ng together, a universally recognisable sign of genuine welcome, celebra�on, and 
community.
Lesson: Never underes�mate the power of a shared meal to seal and celebrate real 
rela�onship. Some of the most important bonds in life are strengthened simply by 
ea�ng together.
See Also: Nehemiah 8:10 - a later celebra�on in Israel's history similarly marked by 
feas�ng together with joy.

12:40 (KJV) Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto Issachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, 
brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and meat, meal, 
cakes of figs, and bunches of raisins, and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly: 
for there was joy in Israel.
(B:E Project) And their neighbours - even those as far away as Issachar, Zebulun, and 
Naphtali - brought bread on donkeys, camels, mules, and oxen, along with flour, fig 
cakes, raisin cakes, wine, oil, ca�le, and sheep, in great abundance, because there was 
joy throughout Israel.

Context: This final verse of the chapter closes the long account of David's corona�on 
with a vivid, generous picture of provision and celebra�on, drawn from tribes near and 
far.
Meaning: The chapter, and the whole two-chapter account of David finally becoming 
king over a united na�on, ends not with a ba�le or a decree but with abundance and 
shared joy - the natural, fi�ng outcome of genuine unity achieved together.
Lesson: Let genuine joy be a real, physical, shared thing in your own life - not just a 
private feeling, but something expressed through generosity, feas�ng, and gathering 
with others. When something good happens, celebrate it together, fully and 
abundantly.

Meaning: Once again, a geographically distant tribe shows up in significant numbers - 
reinforcing just how comprehensive and na�onwide this support for David really was.
Lesson: Real unity reaches to the edges, not just the centre. Consider whether the 
causes and communi�es you care about are including people at the margins, or only 
those closest to hand.
See Also: Judges 5:17 - Asher's earlier, more reluctant military involvement under 
Deborah, contrasted with this fuller commitment here.

12:37 (KJV) And on the other side of Jordan, of the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and of the half 
tribe of Manasseh, with all manner of instruments of war for the ba�le, an hundred and 
twenty thousand.
(B:E Project) And from across the Jordan - the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe 
of Manasseh - a hundred and twenty thousand men, equipped with every kind of 
weapon for ba�le.

Context: This is by far the largest single con�ngent in the whole list, represen�ng the 
tribes se�led east of the Jordan River, geographically separated from the rest of Israel by 
the river itself.
Meaning: The tribes most geographically distant and separate from the rest of the 
na�on turn out to contribute the single largest force - proof that physical distance didn't 
translate into weaker commitment or loyalty.
Lesson: Being far away, geographically or otherwise, doesn't have to mean being less 
invested or less commi�ed. Distance is not the same thing as distance of the heart.
See Also: Joshua 22 - the earlier, tense episode over these same eastern tribes' loyalty 
and unity with the rest of Israel, resolved peacefully there and reaffirmed here.

12:38 (KJV) All these men of war, that could keep rank, came with a perfect heart to Hebron, to 
make David king over all Israel: and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to make 
David king.
(B:E Project) All these figh�ng men, able to keep forma�on, came to Hebron 
wholeheartedly to make David king over all Israel - and the rest of Israel, too, was of one 
mind to make David king.

Context: This verse is the climax of the whole tribal muster - a�er lis�ng each tribe's 
numbers individually, the chronicler now steps back to summarise the whole na�on's 
unified intent.
Meaning: The repeated emphasis on 'one heart' and wholehearted commitment across 
every tribe listed is the en�re point of this long chapter - Israel's twelve tribes, o�en 
divided, are shown here genuinely, deliberately unified around a single shared purpose.
Lesson: Real unity isn't the absence of difference - it's many different people, from many 
different backgrounds, freely choosing the same good purpose together. That kind of 
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(B:E Project) David told the whole assembled community: "If this seems right to you, and 
if it's what God wants, let's send word to every Israelite family sca�ered across the land, 
and also to the priests and Levites in their towns, and ask them to come and join us."

Context: David proposes his plan not as a decree but as an invita�on, addressed to the 
"congrega�on" — the gathered representa�ve body of Israel — before the ark is 
brought up.
Meaning: David frames a religious ini�a�ve around consent and collec�ve feeling ("if it 
seem good unto you") rather than mere personal preference. It's an early model of 
par�cipatory decision-making even in ma�ers of faith.
Lesson: Even the most important things in life go be�er when people choose them 
together rather than have them imposed. I invite, I don't force — genuine devo�on can't 
be commanded into existence.
See Also: Exodus 35:4-5 - Moses similarly invites the people's willing par�cipa�on rather 
than commanding it; 2 Chronicles 30:2 - Hezekiah's later assembly follows the same 
consulta�ve pa�ern.

13:3 (KJV) And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for we enquired not at it in the days 
of Saul.
(B:E Project) "Let's bring the Ark of our God back to be with us — because we neglected 
it during Saul's reign."

Context: The Ark, Israel's most sacred object symbolising God's presence, had been le� 
largely una�ended at Kirjath-jearim since its return from Philis�ne capture decades 
earlier. David wants to correct this neglect as a priority of his new reign.
Meaning: David recognises that something central to Israel's iden�ty had been sidelined 
under the previous administra�on, and he wants to restore it to a place of honour. It's a 
statement about se�ng right priori�es that had dri�ed.
Lesson: Look honestly at what you've let slide in your own life — the things that ma�er 
but that busyness or distrac�on have pushed to the margins — and take deliberate 
steps to bring them back to the centre.
See Also: 1 Samuel 7:1-2 - the ark's long, neglected stay at Kirjath-jearim before this; 
Psalm 132:6-8 - a psalm reflec�ng on this very quest to find and bring up the ark.

13:4 (KJV) And all the congrega�on said that they would do so: for the thing was right in the 
eyes of all the people.
(B:E Project) The whole gathered community agreed to do it, because everyone felt it 
was the right thing.

Context: This verse records unanimous popular support for David's proposal — a rare 
moment of full na�onal consensus in Israel's o�en divided history.

See Also: Nehemiah 8:10 - 'the joy of the LORD is your strength,' a similar link between 
communal celebra�on and spiritual strength; Luke 15:23-24 - the father's abundant 
feast celebra�ng his son's return, a similarly joyful communal celebra�on.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 13

Chapter 13 describes King David's ini�al a�empt to bring the Ark of God, which represented God's 
presence, to Jerusalem. David consults with his leaders and the en�re assembly of Israel, who all 
agree that the Ark should be brought back, as it had been neglected since the �me of King Saul. A 
large gathering is organised, and they retrieve the Ark from Kirjath-jearim, placing it on a new 
cart. As they celebrate joyfully, a man named Uzza reaches out to steady the Ark when the oxen 
stumble. Because touching the sacred Ark was forbidden, God strikes Uzza dead on the spot. This 
event deeply troubles and frightens David, causing him to change his plans. Instead of bringing the 
Ark to Jerusalem, he diverts it to the house of Obed-Edom, a Gi�te. The chapter concludes by 
no�ng that the Ark remained there for three months, and during that �me, God greatly blessed 
ObedEdom and his en�re household.

13:1 (KJV) And David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every 
leader.
(B:E Project) David talked things over with his military commanders — leaders of 
thousands and of hundreds — and with every other leader in Israel.

Context: This opens David's reign proper in Chronicles; having been crowned king over 
all Israel, his first recorded act is consulta�on, not command — a deliberate style of 
leadership.
Meaning: Before making a major religious decision, David doesn't just issue orders — he 
consults broadly. It shows a leadership model built on shared ownership rather than 
pure top-down authority, which ma�ers for how the community responds to what 
follows.
Lesson: I don't ask you to follow blindly. Bring people into decisions that affect them, 
especially the ones that ma�er most — good leadership listens before it acts.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:1 - the parallel account of David gathering Israel to move the ark; 1 
Chronicles 12:38 - the assembly of "all Israel" that just crowned David, showing 
con�nuity of unity.

13:2 (KJV) And David said unto all the congrega�on of Israel, If it seem good unto you, and 
that it be of the LORD our God, let us send abroad unto our brethren every where, that 
are le� in all the land of Israel, and with them also to the priests and Levites which are in 
their ci�es and suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto us:

     CHAPTER 13
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Lesson: What you treat as central in your life shapes everything else around it. Consider 
what sits at the true centre of your a�en�on and devo�on, and whether it deserves to 
be there.
See Also: Exodus 25:22 - God's promise to meet and speak with Israel from between the 
cherubim; 1 Samuel 4:4 - the ark's earlier descrip�on "which dwelleth between the 
cherubims" in an earlier crisis.

13:7 (KJV) And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out of the house of Abinadab: and 
Uzza and Ahio drave the cart.
(B:E Project) They carried the Ark on a brand-new cart, out of Abinadab's house, with 
Uzza and Ahio driving it.

Context: Abinadab's household had kept the ark for decades; his sons Uzza and Ahio 
now guide it on its journey — using a cart method borrowed from how the Philis�nes 
had once returned it, rather than the Levi�cal shoulder-carrying method God had 
actually commanded.
Meaning: The choice of a "new cart" sounds respec�ul and careful, but it actually breaks 
with the instruc�ons given in the Law, where the ark was to be carried on the shoulders 
of Levites using poles, never transported on a cart. Good inten�ons dressed up nicely 
can s�ll miss the actual instruc�ons.
Lesson: Sincerity and enthusiasm aren't a subs�tute for actually doing things the right 
way. I want your heart in the right place, but I also want you willing to learn the right way 
of doing what ma�ers, not just the way that feels easiest.
See Also: Numbers 4:15 - the command that the ark be carried by Levites on their 
shoulders, never touched directly; 1 Samuel 6:7-8 - the Philis�nes' original use of a new 
cart, a pa�ern Israel wrongly repeats here.

13:8 (KJV) And David and all Israel played before God with all their might, and with singing, 
and with harps, and with psalteries, and with �mbrels, and with cymbals, and with 
trumpets.
(B:E Project) David and all Israel celebrated in front of God with everything they had — 
singing, and playing harps, lyres, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets.

Context: This is a scene of unrestrained, joyful worship as the procession moves the ark 
toward Jerusalem, full of music and celebra�on.
Meaning: The sheer number of instruments and the phrase "with all their might" 
convey total, uninhibited joy — nothing held back. It shows that this journey wasn't 
meant to be solemn and s�ff, but a genuine outpouring of celebra�on.
Lesson: Joy that comes from a full heart is never something to be embarrassed about. 
Celebrate the good in your life openly and wholeheartedly, not held in out of self-
consciousness.

Meaning: The decision to priori�se this restora�on wasn't controversial; it resonated 
with a shared sense of what was missing and needed correc�ng. Widespread 
agreement doesn't guarantee good outcomes, as the chapter goes on to show, but it 
shows the sincerity of the community's desire.
Lesson: Good inten�ons and popular agreement are a fine star�ng point, but they aren't 
the whole job — I care as much about how you carry something out as about wan�ng 
the right thing.
See Also: Exodus 24:3 - Israel's earlier unanimous "all that the LORD hath said we will 
do"; 2 Chronicles 29:36 - Hezekiah's reforms similarly praised for being done swi�ly and 
gladly.

13:5 (KJV) So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor of Egypt even unto the entering 
of Hemath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjathjearim.
(B:E Project) David called together all Israel — from the border of Egypt in the south to 
the entrance of Hamath in the north — to bring the Ark up from Kirjath-jearim.

Context: This describes the full territorial extent of David's mobilisa�on, spanning the 
en�re land from its southern to northern extremi�es, emphasising the scale and unity of 
the occasion.
Meaning: Bringing the ark up wasn't a private or local event — it was treated as a ma�er 
for the whole na�on, gathered from its full geographic span. The scale reflects how 
central this act was meant to be to na�onal iden�ty.
Lesson: Some things are worth rallying everyone around — the moments that shape 
who a community is deserve full, wholehearted par�cipa�on, not a quiet, half-hearted 
gesture.
See Also: Joshua 13:5 - Hamath as a northern boundary marker of the land; Numbers 
34:5 - the "river of Egypt" (Shihor) as the southern border.

13:6 (KJV) And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, that is, to Kirjathjearim, which 
belonged to Judah, to bring up thence the ark of God the LORD, that dwelleth between 
the cherubims, whose name is called on it.
(B:E Project) David and all Israel travelled to Baalah (also called Kirjath-jearim), in the 
territory of Judah, to bring up the Ark of God the LORD — the one enthroned between 
the cherubim, bearing his name.

Context: Kirjath-jearim, also known as Baalah, had housed the ark since 1 Samuel 7, 
guarded by the family of Abinadab; this verse marks the formal journey to retrieve it.
Meaning: The descrip�on "dwelleth between the cherubims" recalls the ark's design 
with its gold cherubim facing each other over the mercy seat, symbolising the presence 
of God enthroned among his people. Retrieving it is treated as retrieving the centre of 
Israel's rela�onship with God.
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13:11 (KJV) And David was displeased, because the LORD had made a breach upon Uzza: 
wherefore that place is called Perezuzza to this day.
(B:E Project) David was upset because God had broken out against Uzza, and that place 
has been called Perez-uzza ("the breaking out against Uzza") ever since.

Context: David's emo�onal reac�on — displeasure, likely mixed with fear and 
frustra�on — is recorded honestly, along with the permanent naming of the site as a 
memorial to what happened.
Meaning: The text doesn't pretend David simply accepted this calmly; he was genuinely 
troubled. Naming the place preserves the memory honestly rather than glossing over 
the tragedy, showing that scripture doesn't sani�se difficult history even involving its 
central hero.
Lesson: It's honest, not weak, to admit when you're upset or shaken by something that's 
happened, even when you don't fully understand it. I don't ask you to fake composure 
— bring your real feelings, including anger and confusion, into the open.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:8 - the parallel naming of Perez-uzzah; Genesis 32:30 - another 
instance of a place being named to permanently mark an encounter with God.

13:12 (KJV) And David was afraid of God that day, saying, How shall I bring the ark of God 
home to me?
(B:E Project) That day David became afraid of God, and said, "How can I possibly bring 
the Ark of God home to myself?"

Context: David's confidence collapses into fear; the man who had just organised a 
triumphant na�onal celebra�on now ques�ons whether he can complete his own 
project at all.
Meaning: Fear here isn't cowardice — it's a genuine, sobering recogni�on that David 
had misjudged something important and needs to rethink his approach rather than 
push forward carelessly. It's a moment of humility forced by failure.
Lesson: When something goes wrong, the wise response isn't to charge ahead in denial 
— it's to pause, feel the weight of it honestly, and ask what needs to change before you 
try again. I'd rather you stop and reconsider than repeat a mistake out of pride.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:9 - the parallel verse recording David's same fear; 1 Chronicles 
15:12-13 - David's later, wiser plan that directly addresses what went wrong here.

13:13 (KJV) So David brought not the ark home to himself to the city of David, but carried it 
aside into the house of Obededom the Gi�te.
(B:E Project) So David didn't bring the Ark all the way home to the City of David — 
instead he diverted it to the house of Obed-edom, a man from Gath.

Context: Rather than pressing on to Jerusalem, David redirects the ark to the nearby 
home of Obed-edom, a Levite with Gi�te connec�ons, effec�vely pausing the whole 

See Also: Psalm 150:3-5 - a psalm lis�ng nearly iden�cal instruments in praise; 2 Samuel 
6:5 - the parallel account of this same celebratory procession.

13:9 (KJV) And when they came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to 
hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled.
(B:E Project) When they reached the threshing floor of Chidon, the oxen stumbled, and 
Uzza reached out his hand to steady the Ark.

Context: This is the pivotal, disastrous moment of the chapter — an ins�nc�ve, well-
meaning act by Uzza to stop the ark from falling as the cart lurched.
Meaning: Uzza's ac�on looks like simple common sense — catching something about to 
fall. But it crosses a line that had been clearly set: the ark was never to be touched 
directly, only carried by poles by consecrated Levites. The failure being exposed here 
isn't Uzza's heart, but the whole flawed method (the cart) that put him in that posi�on.
Lesson: Some�mes trouble comes not from bad inten�ons but from cu�ng corners 
earlier that you don't even no�ce un�l the crisis hits. Pay a�en�on to the founda�ons 
you're building on, not just your reac�ons in the moment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:6 - the parallel account of this incident; 1 Chronicles 15:13 - David's 
own later reflec�on that the failure was in not doing it "a�er the due order."

13:10 (KJV) And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because 
he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God.
(B:E Project) God's anger burned against Uzza, and he struck him down because he had 
touched the Ark — Uzza died right there before God.

Context: This is one of the starkest and most difficult moments in Chronicles — an 
immediate, fatal consequence for what looks, on the surface, like an ins�nc�ve act of 
care.
Meaning: This passage is genuinely hard and shouldn't be so�ened. It reflects an ancient 
understanding that the sacred wasn't to be treated casually, even with good inten�ons 
— that some boundaries carry real weight when ignored, however well-meant the 
impulse behind crossing them. The deeper failure was Israel's collec�ve decision, led by 
David, to break the prescribed method in the first place, pu�ng Uzza in an impossible 
posi�on.
Lesson: I don't ask you to treat what's sacred casually, even with the best of inten�ons. 
Care about doing things properly, especially for what ma�ers most — not because rules 
are more important than people, but because respect for what's holy protects 
everyone, including the people carrying it.
See Also: Numbers 4:15,20 - the specific prohibi�on against touching the holy things on 
pain of death; Levi�cus 10:1-2 - Nadab and Abihu's similarly fatal disregard for sacred 
procedure.
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14:1 (KJV) Now Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and �mber of cedars, with 
masons and carpenters, to build him an house.
(B:E Project) Hiram, king of Tyre, sent ambassadors to David along with cedar wood, and 
stonemasons and carpenters, to build him a palace.

Context: Hiram of Tyre, a Phoenician coastal kingdom famed for its skilled cra�smen 
and access to cedar �mber, ini�ates a diploma�c and material alliance with David — a 
rela�onship that would later prove crucial for Solomon's Temple too.
Meaning: This gesture signals that David's kingship was recognised and respected 
interna�onally, not just within Israel. Building his palace with imported exper�se and 
materials shows how quickly David's status had grown.
Lesson: Recognise and be grateful for the resources and help that come to you through 
other people, even people quite different from you. Good things in life o�en arrive 
through rela�onships you build across differences.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:11 - the parallel account of Hiram's gi�; 1 Kings 5:1-12 - Hiram's 
much larger later partnership with Solomon in building the Temple.

14:2 (KJV) And David perceived that the LORD had confirmed him king over Israel, for his 
kingdom was li�ed up on high, because of his people Israel.
(B:E Project) David realised that God had firmly established him as king over Israel, and 
that his kingdom had been raised to greatness for the sake of his people Israel.

Context: This verse gives David's own interpreta�on of his growing success — the 
palace, the alliances, the military strength — a�ribu�ng it not to his own cleverness but 
to a larger purpose serving the na�on.
Meaning: David doesn't take personal credit for his rise; he sees his posi�on as 
something given for a purpose beyond himself — the good of his people, not merely his 
own glory. That reframing of success as service rather than personal achievement is 
significant.
Lesson: When things go well for you, ask what it's actually for. See your gi�s, posi�on, 
and success as things entrusted to you for the good of others, not trophies to be 
hoarded for yourself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:12 - the parallel verse; Luke 12:48 - "to whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required," echoing this sense of responsibility �ed to blessing.

14:3 (KJV) And David took more wives at Jerusalem: and David begat more sons and 
daughters.
(B:E Project) David took more wives in Jerusalem, and had more sons and daughters.

Context: This brief note records the expansion of David's household a�er establishing 
his capital — a common prac�ce for ancient near-eastern kings, though one the Law of 
Moses had specifically warned against for Israel's kings.

project.
Meaning: David makes a wise, humble decision to stop rather than force things forward 
while shaken and uncertain. Choosing to pause a plan, even publicly and a�er so much 
prepara�on, takes its own kind of courage.
Lesson: It's not failure to change course when you realise you're not ready or you got 
something wrong. I honour the wisdom to stop, regroup, and wait rather than 
stubbornly pushing on to avoid looking foolish.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:10 - the parallel account of this diversion; 1 Chronicles 26:4-5 - 
Obed-edom's family later blessed with many sons, tying back to God's favour recorded 
here.

13:14 (KJV) And the ark of God remained with the family of Obededom in his house three 
months. And the LORD blessed the house of Obededom, and all that he had.
(B:E Project) The Ark stayed with Obed-edom's family in his house for three months, and 
God blessed Obed-edom's household and everything he owned.

Context: This closes the chapter on an encouraging note: the very presence that had 
proved fatal to Uzza becomes, in a household that hosts it properly, a source of blessing 
rather than danger.
Meaning: The contrast is deliberate and important: the ark itself wasn't inherently 
harmful — the problem in the previous scene was the improper handling, not the sacred 
object itself. When received rightly, the same presence brings blessing, not disaster.
Lesson: What seems threatening because of how it was mishandled once can become a 
genuine blessing when approached with proper respect and care. Don't let one failure 
convince you something good is actually dangerous — look at how it's being handled.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:11-12 - the parallel record of Obed-edom's blessing, which 
prompts David to finally bring the ark home; 1 Chronicles 26:4-8 - the later flourishing of 
Obed-edom's large family among the temple gatekeepers.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 14

This chapter highlights key developments in King David's reign a�er he became king of all Israel. It 
begins with King Hiram of Tyre sending resources and skilled workers to help David build a 
magnificent royal palace. David recognises that God has truly established him as king and made 
his kingdom powerful for the sake of His people, Israel. David's family grows with more wives and 
children born in Jerusalem. The chapter then details two major military victories over the 
Philis�nes. In both instances, David consults God before going to ba�le, and God provides specific 
instruc�ons, leading to decisive wins. The second ba�le involves a unique strategy given by God, 
centred around a signal in the mulberry trees. These victories solidify David's reputa�on and 
spread his fame across many lands, showing that God was with him.

     CHAPTER 14
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14:6 (KJV) And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia,
(B:E Project) Also Nogah, Nepheg, and Japhia.

Context: The list of David's Jerusalem-born sons con�nues.
Meaning: These names, though obscure to most readers, form part of the concrete, real 
record of David's large and complicated family — a family whose later rela�onships 
would shape Israel's history significantly.
Lesson: Ordinary, unremarked lives s�ll form the fabric that shapes what comes a�er. I 
value the quiet, undocumented contribu�ons of a life just as much as the famous ones.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 3:7 - the parallel genealogical lis�ng; 2 Samuel 5:15 - Samuel's 
version of this same list.

14:7 (KJV) And Elishama, and Beeliada, and Eliphalet.
(B:E Project) Also Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphalet.

Context: This concludes the list of children born to David in Jerusalem, following the 
group born earlier in Hebron (recorded in chapter 3).
Meaning: The comple�on of this list underscores how large David's household had 
become as king — a household whose sheer size would later contribute to succession 
disputes among his many sons.
Lesson: Growth and blessing can bring their own complica�ons. Think ahead about how 
the choices you make now might play out for the people who come a�er you, not just 
for your own immediate sa�sfac�on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:16 - the parallel closing of this list, called "Eliada" there; 1 Chronicles 
3:8 - the fuller genealogical record.

14:8 (KJV) And when the Philis�nes heard that David was anointed king over all Israel, all the 
Philis�nes went up to seek David. And David heard of it, and went out against them.
(B:E Project) When the Philis�nes heard that David had been anointed king over all 
Israel, all of them mobilised to go a�er him. David heard about it and marched out to 
confront them.

Context: The Philis�nes, Israel's long-standing enemy, had tolerated a divided, weaker 
Israel under Saul's fractured legacy, but a newly unified kingdom under David is a direct 
threat they move quickly to challenge.
Meaning: David's success a�racts opposi�on — becoming stronger and more unified 
provokes those who benefited from Israel's previous weakness and division. Growth 
and consolida�on o�en draw resistance from those it threatens.
Lesson: When you grow into something stronger and more whole, don't be surprised if 
it s�rs up opposi�on. I don't want you to shrink back from becoming who you're meant 
to be just because it makes some people uncomfortable.

Meaning: The text records this plainly, without commentary or praise, and readers of 
the wider biblical story know this pa�ern of many wives will cause real trouble later in 
David's family. Chronicles doesn't dwell on the problem here, but it's honest that this 
happened.
Lesson: Success and power can tempt you to think the normal boundaries don't apply to 
you anymore. Hold onto humility and restraint precisely when you have the means to 
indulge without consequence — because consequences s�ll come, even if they're 
delayed.
See Also: Deuteronomy 17:17 - the Law's explicit warning that a king should not mul�ply 
wives; 2 Samuel 5:13 - the parallel account.

14:4 (KJV) Now these are the names of his children which he had in Jerusalem; Shammua, and 
Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon,
(B:E Project) Here are the names of the children born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, 
Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon.

Context: This begins a list of David's Jerusalem-born sons; Nathan and Solomon in 
par�cular will ma�er enormously later — Solomon as David's successor, and Nathan as 
an ancestor named in Luke's genealogy of Jesus.
Meaning: Naming children individually gives them dignity as real people, not just 
sta�s�cs, and flags two names of las�ng significance: Solomon, the next king, and 
Nathan, whose line Luke traces down to Jesus.
Lesson: Every person named here ma�ered as an individual, not just as a link in 
someone else's story. I see and value each person's own life, not merely their role in 
someone else's plans.
See Also: Luke 3:31 - Nathan named in Jesus's genealogy through Mary's line; 1 Kings 
1:11-13 - Solomon's rise to succeed David as king.

14:5 (KJV) And Ibhar, and Elishua, and Elpalet,
(B:E Project) Also Ibhar, Elishua, and Elpalet.

Context: This con�nues the list of sons born to David in Jerusalem, part of the larger 
record of his growing household.
Meaning: Even names that appear only here, without further story a�ached, are 
preserved by name — a small but real statement that every child in this family was 
worth recording individually.
Lesson: You don't need a famous story to ma�er. I know and remember people the 
world never writes stories about, and so should you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 3:6-8 - a parallel genealogical list of these same sons with slight 
name variants; 2 Samuel 5:15 - the parallel record in Samuel.
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and reframing the "Perez-uzza" naming from the previous chapter's disaster.
Meaning: The naming links back to chapter 13's Perez-uzza (a "breaking out" that 
brought death) but here the "breaking out" brings victory and life — showing that the 
same God who judges wrongdoing also delivers and blesses when things are done 
rightly.
Lesson: When good things happen, get in the habit of naming where the credit actually 
belongs rather than absorbing it all yourself. Gra�tude keeps you grounded and keeps 
you from mistaking your success for something you did en�rely alone.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:20 - the parallel account; 1 Chronicles 13:11 - the earlier "Perez-
uzza" naming, forming a deliberate contrast between disaster and victory.

14:12 (KJV) And when they had le� their gods there, David gave a commandment, and they 
were burned with fire.
(B:E Project) When the Philis�nes abandoned their idols on the ba�lefield, David 
ordered them to be burned.

Context: The defeated Philis�nes had brought their gods into ba�le, a common ancient 
prac�ce expec�ng divine aid, and le� them behind in their retreat; David has them 
destroyed rather than kept as trophies.
Meaning: David follows the Law's specific instruc�on to destroy captured idols rather 
than keep or admire them as spoils of war (unlike the parallel account in 2 Samuel 5:21, 
where the idols are simply carried away) — a small but telling detail about guarding 
against idolatry creeping back in through captured objects.
Lesson: Be careful what you bring home from your victories — not everything you win is 
good for you to keep. I want you thinking about what influences you let stay in your life, 
even ones that come disguised as trophies or spoils.
See Also: Deuteronomy 7:25 - the Law's command to burn the graven images of 
defeated na�ons rather than desire their silver or gold; 2 Samuel 5:21 - the parallel 
account, where the idols are simply carried off rather than burned.

14:13 (KJV) And the Philis�nes yet again spread themselves abroad in the valley.
(B:E Project) The Philis�nes regrouped and spread out across the valley once again.

Context: Despite their defeat, the Philis�nes don't give up — they return for a second 
a�empt, showing this remains an ongoing threat rather than a single, decisively se�led 
conflict.
Meaning: Victory once doesn't mean a problem is permanently solved; some struggles 
return and need to be faced again, requiring the same pa�ent, deliberate approach as 
before.
Lesson: Don't assume that bea�ng a problem once means it's gone for good. Stay alert 
and keep returning to the same careful, though�ul approach each �me a challenge 

See Also: 2 Samuel 5:17 - the parallel account of this same Philis�ne mobilisa�on; 1 
Samuel 17 - the earlier long history of Philis�ne conflict with Israel under Saul.

14:9 (KJV) And the Philis�nes came and spread themselves in the valley of Rephaim.
(B:E Project) The Philis�nes arrived and spread out across the Valley of Rephaim.

Context: The Valley of Rephaim lies just southwest of Jerusalem, a strategic corridor the 
Philis�nes use to threaten David's new capital directly.
Meaning: This is a real, immediate military threat right at David's doorstep, not a distant 
skirmish — showing the seriousness of the challenge to his young, unified kingdom.
Lesson: Threats to what you're building o�en come close to home, right when you feel 
you've just se�led into something good. Face them steadily rather than in panic.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:18 - the parallel descrip�on of this Philis�ne deployment; Isaiah 
17:5 - a later prophe�c reference to the Valley of Rephaim, ironically echoing this 
ba�lefield.

14:10 (KJV) And David enquired of God, saying, Shall I go up against the Philis�nes? And wilt 
thou deliver them into mine hand? And the LORD said unto him, Go up; for I will deliver 
them into thine hand.
(B:E Project) David asked God directly: "Should I go and a�ack the Philis�nes? Will you 
hand them over to me?" And the LORD told him, "Go up — I will hand them over to you."

Context: Before engaging in ba�le, David deliberately seeks divine guidance rather than 
simply relying on his own military judgment or momentum from past victories.
Meaning: This models a habit of pausing to seek direc�on before ac�ng, even when the 
situa�on seems urgent and the answer might seem obvious. It's a contrast with chapter 
13, where David acted first and consulted less carefully.
Lesson: Before you charge into the next big challenge, pause and genuinely ask whether 
this is the right move, rather than assuming your ins�ncts or past success are enough. I 
want a rela�onship with you where you actually listen, not just act on autopilot.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:19 - the parallel account of David's enquiry; 1 Samuel 30:8 - an 
earlier instance of David enquiring of God before pursuing an enemy.

14:11 (KJV) So they came up to Baalperazim; and David smote them there. Then David said, 
God hath broken in upon mine enemies by mine hand like the breaking forth of waters: 
therefore they called the name of that place Baalperazim.
(B:E Project) They advanced to Baal-perazim, and David defeated the Philis�nes there. 
David said, "God has burst through my enemies like a flood burs�ng through," which is 
why they named that place Baal-perazim ("the place of breaking out").

Context: David openly credits the victory to God's ac�on rather than his own military 
skill, and the place is permanently named to memorialise this — deliberately paralleling 
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See Also: 2 Samuel 5:24 - the parallel account of this same signal; Exodus 14:14 - 
"The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace," a similar theme of God 
ac�ng ahead of the people.

14:16 (KJV) David therefore did as God commanded him: and they smote the host of the 
Philis�nes from Gibeon even to Gazer.
(B:E Project) David did exactly as God had instructed, and they defeated the 
Philis�ne army all the way from Gibeon to Gezer.

Context: This records the successful outcome of the second ba�le, with the pursuit 
covering a substan�al stretch of territory, driving the Philis�nes well back from 
Jerusalem.
Meaning: Obedience to the specific, some�mes strange-sounding instruc�on 
(a�acking on a treetop signal) leads directly to a thorough victory — simple 
faithfulness to what was actually asked, rather than improvisa�on, pays off here.
Lesson: When you've genuinely sought guidance and received it, follow through, 
even if the instruc�ons seem unusual. I reward simple, faithful obedience more 
than clever, self-directed improvisa�on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:25 - the parallel account of the extended pursuit; Joshua 
10:10-11 - another instance of thorough divine-assisted pursuit and victory in the 
same general region.

14:17 (KJV) And the fame of David went out into all lands; and the LORD brought the fear 
of him upon all na�ons.
(B:E Project) David's reputa�on spread through every land, and God caused all the 
surrounding na�ons to fear him.

Context: This closing verse of the chapter sums up the wider impact of David's 
military and poli�cal successes — his standing now extends far beyond Israel's own 
borders.
Meaning: David's rising fame is a�ributed not merely to his own achievements but 
explicitly to God's ac�on ("the LORD brought the fear of him") — reinforcing the 
pa�ern set earlier in the chapter that his success serves a larger purpose, not just 
personal glory.
Lesson: When your reputa�on grows, remember where the real credit lies, and let 
that keep you grounded rather than puffed up. True influence isn't something you 
can manufacture by yourself — it comes as part of something larger than you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8 - the wider record of na�ons responding to David's growing 
dominance; Joshua 2:9-11 - Rahab describing a similar fear of Israel spreading 
among na�ons decades earlier, showing a recurring biblical theme.

resurfaces, rather than ge�ng complacent.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:22 - the parallel account of this second Philis�ne advance; 
Ephesians 6:13 - Paul's image of standing firm having done all, sugges�ng ongoing 
vigilance against recurring struggles.

14:14 (KJV) Therefore David enquired again of God; and God said unto him, Go not up a�er 
them; turn away from them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees.
(B:E Project) David asked God again what to do, and God said, "Don't a�ack them 
head-on — circle around and come at them from the direc�on of the mulberry (or 
balsam) trees."

Context: Rather than repea�ng the same tac�c that worked before, God gives David 
a different, more indirect strategy for this second encounter, requiring fresh 
obedience rather than assump�on based on past success.
Meaning: David doesn't assume the previous ba�le plan will automa�cally work 
again — he seeks guidance afresh for this new situa�on, and receives a genuinely 
different instruc�on. Flexibility and con�nued dependence, rather than formulaic 
repe��on, are shown to be wise.
Lesson: Just because something worked before doesn't mean it's the right approach 
this �me. Stay open and ask fresh each �me, rather than running on autopilot from 
old formulas.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:23 - the parallel account of this instruc�on; Isaiah 55:8-9 - the 
reminder that God's ways and thoughts can differ from what we'd expect or 
assume.

14:15 (KJV) And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the 
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt go out to ba�le: for God is gone forth before 
thee to smite the host of the Philis�nes.
(B:E Project) "When you hear a sound like marching in the tops of the trees, that's 
your signal to a�ack — because that means God has already gone out ahead of you 
to strike down the Philis�ne army."

Context: This gives David the precise �ming cue for his surprise a�ack — a sound in 
the treetops signalling that divine ac�on is already underway ahead of the human 
army.
Meaning: The image is striking: David's soldiers are told to follow, not lead — the 
decisive movement has already begun before they even engage. It reframes the 
coming victory as something they join, not something they alone achieve through 
their own strength.
Lesson: Some�mes your job isn't to force something to happen, but to no�ce when 
the moment is right and step into what's already moving. Learn to pay a�en�on and 
act with good �ming rather than pure willpower.
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Lesson: When you've got something wrong, the mature response is to understand 
exactly what went wrong and correct it specifically — not just to feel sorry and try again 
the same way. I want your growth to be though�ul, not just emo�onal.
See Also: Numbers 4:15 - the original law establishing that only Levites may carry the 
sacred objects; 1 Chronicles 13:9-10 - the earlier failure this verse directly corrects.

15:3 (KJV) And David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD 
unto his place, which he had prepared for it.
(B:E Project) David called all Israel together to Jerusalem, to bring the Ark of the LORD up 
to the place he had prepared for it.

Context: This second a�empt again involves the whole na�on, echoing the scale of 
chapter 13's gathering but this �me with proper prepara�on already in place.
Meaning: David doesn't abandon the goal of na�onal par�cipa�on a�er the earlier 
disaster — he simply corrects the method while keeping the vision of a shared, 
communal event intact.
Lesson: A setback doesn't mean giving up on the goal itself — it means fixing how you 
pursue it. Don't let one failure make you abandon something genuinely worthwhile; 
learn and try again properly.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:5 - the earlier, similarly scaled gathering of "all Israel" for the 
first a�empt; 2 Samuel 6:12-15 - the parallel account of this successful second 
procession.

15:4 (KJV) And David assembled the children of Aaron, and the Levites:
(B:E Project) David gathered together the descendants of Aaron (the priests) and the 
Levites.

Context: This begins the detailed organisa�onal sec�on of the chapter, lis�ng the 
specific priestly and Levi�cal families David calls upon for the task.
Meaning: The dis�nc�on between "children of Aaron" (priests) and "the Levites" (the 
wider tribe, with specific carrying and service du�es) reflects Israel's structured division 
of religious labour, ensuring the sacred task is handled by those specifically set apart and 
trained for it.
Lesson: Doing something important well o�en means bringing in the right people for the 
right roles, not just enthusias�c volunteers. I value structure and proper prepara�on as 
an expression of care, not as cold bureaucracy.
See Also: Numbers 3:5-10 - the original establishment of the Levites' suppor�ng role to 
the priests descended from Aaron; Exodus 28:1 - Aaron's family specifically set apart for 
the priesthood.

15:5 (KJV) Of the sons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and twenty:

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 15

Chapter 15 of 1 Chronicles describes King David's organised and proper second a�empt to bring 
the Ark of the Covenant, God's sacred chest, into Jerusalem. Learning from a previous failed 
a�empt, David carefully ensures that the Ark is carried by the Levites, as God's law prescribed. He 
gathers the Levite leaders, instructs them to consecrate themselves, and arranges a large, joyful 
procession complete with singers and musicians playing various instruments. The chapter details 
the specific Levite families and individuals assigned to carry the Ark, lead the music, and serve as 
gatekeepers, highligh�ng the me�culous prepara�on and celebra�on as the Ark is brought to its 
temporary dwelling place in the city of David.

15:1 (KJV) And David made him houses in the city of David, and prepared a place for the ark 
of God, and pitched for it a tent.
(B:E Project) David built himself houses in the City of David, and prepared a place for the 
Ark of God, se�ng up a tent for it there.

Context: A�er the earlier failed a�empt in chapter 13 and the interim three months at 
Obed-edom's house, David now makes proper, deliberate prepara�on before trying 
again to bring the ark to Jerusalem.
Meaning: David takes his �me this �me, building infrastructure and a dedicated space 
before a�emp�ng the move again — a clear contrast to the earlier rushed, celebratory 
but careless first a�empt.
Lesson: When your first a�empt at something important fails, the right response is 
careful prepara�on, not simply trying again the same way, faster. I honour pa�ence and 
though�ul planning over hasty repe��on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:17 - the parallel men�on of the tent David pitched for the ark; 1 
Chronicles 16:1 - the tent's dedica�on once the ark actually arrives.

15:2 (KJV) Then David said, None ought to carry the ark of God but the Levites: for them hath 
the LORD chosen to carry the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever.
(B:E Project) David said, "No one but the Levites should carry the Ark of God, because 
the LORD chose them specifically to carry it and to serve him permanently."

Context: David explicitly corrects the mistake made in chapter 13, where the ark had 
been carried on a cart rather than by the Levites as the Law required.
Meaning: This shows real learning from failure — David doesn't just try again hopefully, 
he iden�fies precisely what went wrong (the wrong method) and states the correct 
principle clearly before proceeding. Genuine growth means naming your actual mistake, 
not just feeling bad about the outcome.

     CHAPTER 15
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Lesson: Tradi�ons and structures passed down through genera�ons can carry real value 
— don't dismiss them as old-fashioned without understanding what they were built to 
protect.
See Also: Numbers 4:24-26 - Gershon's descendants' original assignment over the 
tabernacle's coverings and curtains; Genesis 46:11 - Levi's three sons listed as the root of 
these three clans.

15:8 (KJV) Of the sons of Elizaphan; Shemaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred:
(B:E Project) From the descendants of Elizaphan: Shemaiah was the leader, with 200 of 
his rela�ves.

Context: Elizaphan was a Kohathite leader from the wilderness period, so this is a sub-
branch of the Kohath family specifically named alongside the main Kohathite group in 
verse 5.
Meaning: The specificity here — naming a par�cular sub-family within the larger 
Kohathite clan — shows just how detailed and deliberate David's organisa�on was; 
nobody's contribu�on was lumped together carelessly.
Lesson: A�en�on to detail is itself a form of respect. I no�ce and value the specific 
person doing the specific task, not just the broad group they belong to.
See Also: Numbers 3:30 - Elizaphan named as the original chief of this Kohathite family 
branch in the wilderness; Numbers 3:19 - Kohath's sons listed, situa�ng Elizaphan's 
family within it.

15:9 (KJV) Of the sons of Hebron; Eliel the chief, and his brethren fourscore:
(B:E Project) From the descendants of Hebron: Eliel was the leader, with 80 of his 
rela�ves.

Context: Hebron here refers to another son of Kohath, not the city of the same name; 
this is yet another sub-branch mobilised for the task.
Meaning: Although the smallest group listed by number, this family is s�ll named and 
counted individually, reflec�ng that size doesn't determine whether a contribu�on is 
recorded and valued.
Lesson: A smaller group or a quieter role is no less worth naming and honouring. I don't 
measure worth by numbers or visibility.
See Also: Numbers 3:19 - Hebron listed among the sons of Kohath; Exodus 6:18 - the 
broader Kohathite genealogy this family belongs to.

15:10 (KJV) Of the sons of Uzziel; Amminadab the chief, and his brethren an hundred and 
twelve.
(B:E Project) From the descendants of Uzziel: Amminadab was the leader, with 112 of 
his rela�ves.

(B:E Project) From the descendants of Kohath: Uriel was the leader, along with 120 of his 
rela�ves.

Context: Kohath's descendants were historically responsible for carrying the most 
sacred objects, including the ark itself, making this the most significant family grouping 
for the task at hand.
Meaning: Naming Uriel and coun�ng his 120 rela�ves shows the careful, specific 
organisa�on behind what looked like spontaneous celebra�on in chapter 13 — this �me 
nothing is le� vague or improvised.
Lesson: Real responsibility deserves real structure — knowing exactly who is 
accountable for what. Take seriously the people and roles depending on your follow-
through, not just the feeling of good inten�ons.
See Also: Numbers 4:15 - Kohath's descendants specifically assigned to carry the sacred 
furniture including the ark; Exodus 6:18 - Kohath as son of Levi, ancestor of this whole 
clan.

15:6 (KJV) Of the sons of Merari; Asaiah the chief, and his brethren two hundred and twenty:
(B:E Project) From the descendants of Merari: Asaiah was the leader, with 220 of his 
rela�ves.

Context: Merari's descendants were tradi�onally responsible for the heavier structural 
parts of the tabernacle in the wilderness period, another vital, if less glamorous, branch 
of Levite service.
Meaning: The largest number so far among the Levite families listed, Merari's 
descendants show the sheer scale of trained, dedicated people required to properly 
handle this sacred task — far more than one man simply reaching out a hand.
Lesson: Big responsibili�es o�en need more hands, not fewer. Don't be too proud to 
build a real team around what ma�ers most instead of trying to carry it all alone.
See Also: Numbers 4:29-33 - Merari's descendants' original assignment to carry the 
tabernacle's structural components; Exodus 6:19 - Merari as son of Levi.

15:7 (KJV) Of the sons of Gershom; Joel the chief, and his brethren an hundred and thirty:
(B:E Project) From the descendants of Gershom (Gershon): Joel was the leader, with 130 
of his rela�ves.

Context: Gershon's descendants tradi�onally carried the tabernacle's coverings and 
hangings in the wilderness, another dis�nct area of Levi�cal responsibility now 
mobilised for this occasion.
Meaning: Each of the three main Levite clans - Kohath, Merari, Gershon - descended 
from Levi's three sons, is represented here with its own leader and numbered group, 
showing a family structure carefully maintained and honoured across genera�ons.
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Lesson: Preparing yourself inwardly before a big moment ma�ers as much as the 
prac�cal planning around it. Take �me to get your heart and mind ready, not just your 
logis�cs.
See Also: Exodus 19:10 - Israel commanded to sanc�fy themselves before mee�ng God 
at Sinai; Joshua 3:5 - Joshua's similar instruc�on to sanc�fy before crossing the Jordan 
with the ark.

15:13 (KJV) For because ye did it not at the first, the LORD our God made a breach upon us, for 
that we sought him not a�er the due order.
(B:E Project) "Because you didn't do it this way the first �me, the LORD our God broke 
out against us — because we didn't seek him according to the proper way."

Context: David explicitly names the cause of Uzza's death and the earlier disaster: not 
bad inten�ons, but failure to follow the prescribed "due order" for handling the ark.
Meaning: This is a crucial interpre�ve key for chapter 13 — David himself diagnoses the 
problem as procedural, not a ma�er of insufficient enthusiasm or love. It shows honest 
self-correc�on and precise understanding of a past mistake, refusing to blame Uzza 
alone.
Lesson: When you get something wrong, look honestly for the real cause rather than 
se�ling for vague guilt or blaming someone else. I want you learning the actual lesson, 
not just feeling bad in a way that changes nothing.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:9-10 - the incident being directly referenced and explained 
here; Numbers 4:15 - the "due order" specifically being the command that only Levites 
carry the ark, by its staves, never touched directly.

15:14 (KJV) So the priests and the Levites sanc�fied themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD 
God of Israel.
(B:E Project) So the priests and Levites set themselves apart and made themselves ready 
to bring up the Ark of the LORD God of Israel.

Context: The leaders respond obediently to David's instruc�on from the previous 
verses, actually carrying out the required prepara�on.
Meaning: This simple verse of compliance ma�ers because it shows the correc�on 
being put into prac�ce, not just spoken about — understanding a mistake is only useful 
when it leads to changed ac�on.
Lesson: Understanding what went wrong only ma�ers if you actually change your 
behaviour because of it. I look for the follow-through, not just the insight.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 29:15 - a later, similar account of priests and Levites sanc�fying 
themselves for a major religious task under Hezekiah; Exodus 19:14-15 - Israel's prac�cal 
prepara�ons before Sinai.

Context: Uzziel, the fourth son of Kohath, completes this lis�ng of the Kohathite sub-
families gathered for the task, alongside the Merari and Gershon clans named earlier.
Meaning: With this verse, all the relevant Levite family branches are now named and 
numbered — a complete and orderly roster, standing in deliberate contrast to the 
improvised, disorganised first a�empt in chapter 13.
Lesson: Finishing the job properly — accoun�ng for everyone, leaving no gaps — is its 
own form of faithfulness. I care about thoroughness, not just good starts.
See Also: Numbers 3:19 - Uzziel listed among Kohath's sons; 1 Chronicles 6:18 - the 
wider Kohathite genealogy naming these same family lines.

15:11 (KJV) And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites, for Uriel, 
Asaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, and Eliel, and Amminadab,
(B:E Project) David summoned the priests Zadok and Abiathar, along with the Levite 
leaders Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab.

Context: Zadok and Abiathar served jointly as high priests during David's reign, a 
somewhat unusual dual arrangement, and here they're brought together with the six 
Levite family heads just listed.
Meaning: David personally calls together all the key leaders by name before giving 
instruc�ons — showing direct, hands-on leadership rather than delega�ng the crucial 
briefing to someone else.
Lesson: When something truly ma�ers, show up in person rather than delega�ng the 
important conversa�ons. I value direct engagement over distant management, 
especially with the people you're depending on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:17 - Zadok and Abiathar's joint priesthood established under David; 
1 Kings 2:26-27,35 - the later split between them when Solomon exiles Abiathar and 
elevates Zadok alone.

15:12 (KJV) And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers of the Levites: sanc�fy 
yourselves, both ye and your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the LORD God of 
Israel unto the place that I have prepared for it.
(B:E Project) David told them, "You are the heads of the Levite families. Set yourselves 
apart and make yourselves ready, so that you can bring the Ark of the LORD God of Israel 
up to the place I've prepared for it."

Context: David gives clear instruc�ons requiring a period of ritual and personal 
prepara�on ("sanc�fy yourselves") before the physical act of carrying the ark, 
addressing the leaders directly and personally.
Meaning: David insists on proper spiritual and ceremonial readiness before undertaking 
the sacred task — a deliberate, unhurried step en�rely missing from the first, disastrous 
a�empt.
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Context: This names the three chief musicians chosen to lead this newly organised 
musical service — figures who will become central to Israel's worship tradi�on, with 
several biblical Psalms later a�ributed to Asaph.
Meaning: These three men become the heads of major musical guilds among the 
Levites, and their names are a�ached to specific Psalms in the Psalter, especially Asaph, 
linking this organisa�onal moment directly to a huge body of scripture s�ll read today.
Lesson: The structures you build carefully now can shape how people express devo�on 
and find comfort for genera�ons a�er you're gone. What you organise well can outlast 
you in ways you can't fully predict.
See Also: Psalm 73 (�tle) - one of many Psalms a�ributed to Asaph, connec�ng directly 
to this appointment; 1 Chronicles 25:1-6 - the fuller, later organisa�on of Heman, Asaph, 
and Ethan's musical families.

15:18 (KJV) And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, 
and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and 
Ma�thiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, the porters.
(B:E Project) Alongside them were their associates of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, 
Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Ma�thiah, Elipheleh, 
Mikneiah, Obed-edom, and Jeiel, who served as gatekeepers.

Context: This lists the suppor�ng musicians and gatekeepers under the three chief 
musicians named in the previous verse, including Obed-edom, the very man in whose 
house the ark had rested for three months and whose household God had blessed.
Meaning: It's notable that Obed-edom himself now takes an ac�ve, honoured serving 
role in this procession — the man once simply a bystander who hosted the ark becomes 
a direct par�cipant in bringing it the rest of the way, a fi�ng con�nua�on of his earlier 
blessing.
Lesson: Faithfulness in a small, unglamorous role can lead to being trusted with 
something greater later. Stay faithful where you are, even if it looks unremarkable now.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:14 - Obed-edom's household blessed while sheltering the ark, 
se�ng up this appearance; 1 Chronicles 26:4-8 - Obed-edom's own sons later listed 
among the temple's gatekeepers.

15:19 (KJV) So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals 
of brass;
(B:E Project) The singers Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were assigned to play the bronze 
cymbals.

Context: This specifies the par�cular instrument assigned to the three chief musicians 
named earlier, dis�nguishing their role from those playing strings, listed next.

15:15 (KJV) And the children of the Levites bare the ark of God upon their shoulders with the 
staves thereon, as Moses commanded according to the word of the LORD.
(B:E Project) The Levites carried the Ark of God on their shoulders, using the carrying 
poles, exactly as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.

Context: This is the corrected method finally being carried out properly — shoulder-
carrying with poles, as originally prescribed, replacing the cart used in chapter 13.
Meaning: The specific men�on that this matched what "Moses commanded according 
to the word of the LORD" underlines that the earlier failure was a real departure from 
clear instruc�ons, and this moment is a genuine restora�on of proper prac�ce, not a 
new inven�on.
Lesson: Ge�ng back to the right way of doing something, even a�er a costly mistake, is 
worth the extra effort it takes. I honour the humility of going back and doing it properly 
rather than s�cking with a shortcut out of pride.
See Also: Numbers 7:9 - Moses's original instruc�on that the sons of Kohath carry the 
sanctuary items on their shoulders; Exodus 25:14-15 - the specific command that the 
ark's staves never be removed, so it could always be carried this way.

15:16 (KJV) And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the 
singers with instruments of musick, psalteries and harps and cymbals, sounding, by 
li�ing up the voice with joy.
(B:E Project) David told the Levite leaders to appoint some of their fellow Levites as 
musicians, playing lyres, harps, and cymbals, singing out loudly with joy.

Context: Alongside the corrected carrying method, David also organises a formal, 
dedicated body of musicians for the procession — professionalising what had been 
spontaneous celebra�on in chapter 13.
Meaning: Joy and celebra�on aren't abandoned a�er the earlier failure — they're 
simply given proper structure and dedicated people to lead them well, showing that 
order and joy aren't opposites but can strengthen each other.
Lesson: Structure doesn't have to kill joy — done well, it can actually help joy flourish 
more fully and reach more people. I want you organising the things that ma�er, 
including celebra�on, with real thought and care.
See Also: Psalm 150:3-5 - the same instruments listed here in a psalm of praise; 1 
Chronicles 25:1 - the later, fuller organisa�on of these musical Levites into official 
divisions under David.

15:17 (KJV) So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son 
of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah;
(B:E Project) So the Levites appointed Heman son of Joel, and Asaph son of Berechiah, 
and, from the family of Merari, Ethan son of Kushaiah.
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See Also: Psalm 6 (�tle) - "upon Sheminith," directly linking this musical term to a specific 
psalm; 1 Chronicles 15:20 - the paired group on Alamoth, showing the two registers 
working together.

15:22 (KJV) And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for song: he instructed about the song, 
because he was skilful.
(B:E Project) Chenaniah, a leader among the Levites, was in charge of the singing — he 
directed the music because he was highly skilled at it.

Context: Chenaniah is singled out as the overall music director, chosen specifically for his 
demonstrated skill, not merely his family status or seniority.
Meaning: This detail — that he was chosen "because he was skilful" — highlights that 
competence ma�ered in these appointments, not favouri�sm or lineage alone; the 
right person was matched to the role based on genuine ability.
Lesson: When you're responsible for choosing who leads something, choose based on 
real ability and character, not simply convenience or connec�ons. Competence given 
real weight builds something stronger and more trustworthy.
See Also: Exodus 31:1-6 - Bezaleel and Aholiab chosen for tabernacle cra�smanship 
specifically for their God-given skill; 1 Chronicles 25:7 - the later Levite musicians 
described as all being "instructed" and skilful in song.

15:23 (KJV) And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark.
(B:E Project) Berechiah and Elkanah served as doorkeepers for the Ark.

Context: Alongside the musicians, specific men are assigned to guard and a�end the 
entrance where the ark rests, another dis�nct support role in this carefully organised 
procession.
Meaning: Guarding access to something sacred is treated as its own dignified 
responsibility, not a lesser task — someone has to watch over what ma�ers, even if it 
isn't the most visible role.
Lesson: Watching over and protec�ng something valuable is a real and honourable job, 
even when nobody's applauding you for it. I no�ce the quiet guardians as much as the 
visible performers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:1-19 - the later, extensive organisa�on of gatekeepers under 
David; Psalm 84:10 - "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God," a psalm 
celebra�ng exactly this kind of humble, valued service.

15:24 (KJV) And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Nethaneel, and Amasai, and Zechariah, and 
Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God: and 
Obededom and Jehiah were doorkeepers for the ark.

Meaning: Even within the elite �er of musicians, roles are further specified by 
instrument — showing again the level of careful organisa�on given to worship, down to 
who plays what.
Lesson: Even within a shared calling, people are given dis�nct roles suited to them. I 
don't need everyone doing the same thing the same way — variety, well organised, 
serves the whole be�er.
See Also: Psalm 150:5 - loud cymbals men�oned among instruments of praise; 1 
Chronicles 16:5 - Asaph again specifically noted with cymbals in the dedica�on that 
follows.

15:20 (KJV) And Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and 
Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with psalteries on Alamoth;
(B:E Project) Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah 
played lyres tuned to "Alamoth."

Context: "Alamoth" likely indicates a par�cular pitch or musical style, possibly a treble or 
high register, for this group of string players, dis�nct from those playing "on the 
Sheminith" in the next verse.
Meaning: Musical technicality like this — a specific tuning or register named — shows 
worship being treated as a genuine cra� requiring skill and precision, not mere noise or 
vague enthusiasm.
Lesson: Excellence and care in how you do something can itself be an act of devo�on. 
Bring real skill and a�en�on to the things you offer, not just good inten�ons.
See Also: Psalm 46 (�tle) - "A Song upon Alamoth," directly connec�ng this musical term 
to a specific psalm; 1 Chronicles 15:21 - the parallel group playing "on the Sheminith," 
showing a deliberate musical dis�nc�on.

15:21 (KJV) And Ma�thiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, and 
Azaziah, with harps on the Sheminith to excel.
(B:E Project) Ma�thiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah played 
harps tuned to "Sheminith," to lead skilfully.

Context: This lists the second group of string players, dis�nguished by a different musical 
se�ng, likely meaning "the eighth" and possibly indica�ng a lower octave, from the 
"Alamoth" group in the previous verse.
Meaning: The phrase "to excel" indicates these players had a direc�ng or leading 
func�on in the music, reinforcing that this wasn't casual background noise but a carefully 
led performance.
Lesson: Leading well in any role — even a musical one — means genuinely striving for 
excellence, not just showing up. I value effort put toward doing something as well as it 
can be done.
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Meaning: The specific reason given — "when God helped" — suggests real anxiety 
underlying this second a�empt; there was genuine relief, not just rou�ne ceremony, 
that things were going well this �me, and it's marked with gra�tude.
Lesson: No�ce and give thanks for the moments things go right, especially a�er you've 
been anxious about repea�ng a past failure. Gra�tude in the moment of relief keeps you 
honest about how much you were genuinely hoping it would work.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:13 - the parallel account, no�ng a sacrifice a�er just six paces, 
showing the immediate, careful watchfulness; Numbers 23:1 - other instances of paired 
bull-and-ram sacrifices at significant moments.

15:27 (KJV) And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, and all the Levites that bare the 
ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the master of the song with the singers: David also 
had upon him an ephod of linen.
(B:E Project) David was dressed in a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites carrying the 
Ark, the singers, and Chenaniah the music director; David also wore a linen ephod.

Context: David's clothing here is notably humble and priestly, linen and an ephod, rather 
than royal — a striking choice given his posi�on as king, aligning himself visually with the 
Levites serving alongside him.
Meaning: By dressing like those serving the ark rather than emphasising his royal status, 
David visibly iden�fies himself with humble service rather than se�ng himself above it 
— an act of deliberate humility in a moment that could easily have centred on his own 
glory as king.
Lesson: True greatness doesn't need to dress itself up in status symbols. Be willing to set 
aside what marks you as important when it ma�ers more to stand alongside others in 
shared purpose.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:14 - the parallel account of David's linen ephod; 1 Samuel 2:18 - 
young Samuel also described wearing a linen ephod while serving before the Lord, 
linking humble service across genera�ons.

15:28 (KJV) Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shou�ng, and 
with sound of the cornet, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with 
psalteries and harps.
(B:E Project) All Israel brought the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD up with shou�ng, 
and the sound of horns, trumpets, cymbals, and stringed instruments.

Context: This verse describes the full, triumphant sound of the en�re procession as it 
finally, successfully, reaches its goal — a communal, na�onal moment of celebra�on.
Meaning: The descrip�on mirrors the celebra�on of chapter 13:8 almost exactly, but 
this �me it's not undone by disaster — the joy is allowed to reach its full, uninterrupted 
expression because the prepara�on behind it was sound.

(B:E Project) The priests Shebaniah, Jehoshaphat, Nethaneel, Amasai, Zechariah, 
Benaiah, and Eliezer blew trumpets ahead of the Ark, while Obed-edom and Jehiah 
served as doorkeepers.

Context: This verse rounds out the organisa�onal lis�ng with the priestly trumpeters 
leading the procession and two more named doorkeepers, comple�ng the full roster 
before the actual procession begins in verse 25.
Meaning: Trumpets held a dis�nct, priestly role, as opposed to the Levites' string and 
percussion instruments, announcing and calling a�en�on, fi�ng for leading the front of 
such a significant procession.
Lesson: Every role in something meaningful ma�ers, from the ones announcing it at the 
front to the ones quietly guarding the door. See the value in whichever part you're asked 
to play.
See Also: Numbers 10:8 - the priests specifically assigned trumpet-blowing du�es from 
the earliest wilderness instruc�ons; 1 Chronicles 16:6 - Benaiah and Jahaziel among 
priests blowing trumpets con�nually before the ark once it's se�led.

15:25 (KJV) So David, and the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands, went to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the house of Obededom with joy.
(B:E Project) David, the elders of Israel, and the commanders of thousands went to bring 
the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD up from Obed-edom's house, celebra�ng with joy.

Context: The actual procession finally begins, now that all the proper prepara�on and 
organisa�on from the earlier verses has been completed — a stark contrast to chapter 
13's rushed start.
Meaning: Joy returns explicitly here, now built on a founda�on of proper prepara�on 
rather than mere enthusiasm — showing that doing things the right way doesn't 
diminish celebra�on, it secures it.
Lesson: The joy that lasts is the joy built on solid ground, not just excitement in the 
moment. Take the �me to do things properly, and the celebra�on that follows will be all 
the more genuine and secure.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:6-8 - the earlier, similarly joyful but ul�mately disastrous first 
a�empt at this same journey; 2 Samuel 6:12 - the parallel account of this second, 
successful procession.

15:26 (KJV) And it came to pass, when God helped the Levites that bare the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD, that they offered seven bullocks and seven rams.
(B:E Project) When God helped the Levites who were carrying the Ark, they sacrificed 
seven bulls and seven rams.

Context: A sacrifice is offered partway through, apparently in relief and gra�tude that 
the ark-bearers had made it safely this �me, unlike the earlier fatal incident.
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in Jerusalem and at the Tabernacle located at Gibeon, before the people disperse to their homes.

16:1 (KJV) So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tent that David had 
pitched for it: and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God.
(B:E Project) They brought the Ark of God in and set it inside the tent David had pitched 
for it, then offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings before God.

Context: This follows the earlier failed a�empt and then successful move of the Ark into 
Jerusalem. David has prepared a tent-shrine for it, separate from the official Tabernacle 
s�ll standing at Gibeon.
Meaning: The scene is a homecoming - Israel's central symbol of God's presence finally 
se�led in the new capital. The burnt offering signals total devo�on; the peace offering is 
a shared meal, saying rela�onship rather than distance is now possible.
Lesson: I call you to bring what ma�ers most into the centre of your life, not off to the 
side. Make room - literally, �me and a�en�on - for what's sacred to you, and celebrate 
its presence rather than just marking the occasion.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:17-19 - the parallel account of this same day; Exodus 40:34-38 - 
God's presence filling the earlier tabernacle.

16:2 (KJV) And when David had made an end of offering the burnt offerings and the peace 
offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD.
(B:E Project) When David finished offering the burnt offerings and peace offerings, he 
blessed the people in the LORD's name.

Context: As king, David here also acts in a priestly capacity, publicly pronouncing blessing 
over the assembled na�on.
Meaning: Leadership isn't only about power and decisions; it's about ac�vely wishing 
good on the people you lead, out loud. David uses his posi�on to give, not just to take.
Lesson: True leadership always circles back to blessing others - use whatever standing 
you have today to speak good over someone else's life, not only your own.
See Also: Numbers 6:24-26 - the classic priestly blessing; 2 Samuel 6:18 - the parallel 
verse.

16:3 (KJV) And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and woman, to every one a loaf of 
bread, and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon of wine.
(B:E Project) He gave every single Israelite, man and woman alike, a loaf of bread, a 
por�on of meat, and a cake of raisins or wine.

Context: This communal feast follows the sacrifices - a shared celebra�on reaching 
everyone in Israel, not just the elite.
Meaning: The celebra�on is deliberately inclusive, man and woman both named - 
worship here is inseparable from generosity and a shared table.

Lesson: When you do the hard, careful work first, you get to enjoy the celebra�on 
a�erwards without it being undercut by hidden problems. Don't resent the prepara�on 
— it's what makes the joy trustworthy.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:8 - the earlier, parallel descrip�on of celebra�on that preceded 
disaster, now finally fulfilled properly; Psalm 47:5 - "God is gone up with a shout... with 
the sound of a trumpet," echoing this same triumphant imagery.

15:29 (KJV) And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the city of 
David, that Michal, the daughter of Saul looking out at a window saw king David dancing 
and playing: and she despised him in her heart.
(B:E Project) As the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD arrived in the City of David, Michal, 
Saul's daughter, was watching from a window; she saw King David dancing and playing 
music, and she despised him in her heart.

Context: Michal, David's wife and Saul's daughter, watches the celebra�on from a 
distance rather than joining it, and her private contempt for David's uninhibited dancing 
closes the chapter on a jarring note — this tension is expanded in 2 Samuel 6:20-23, 
where she confronts him directly and it damages their rela�onship permanently.
Meaning: This ending deliberately undercuts the triumphant mood — even amid a 
genuinely joyful, properly organised, God-honoured celebra�on, not everyone shares in 
the joy; some watch from a distance, judging rather than par�cipa�ng. It's an honest 
reminder that not every response to something good will be posi�ve, even from those 
closest to us.
Lesson: Don't let someone else's contempt or coldness talk you out of expressing 
genuine joy and devo�on. I'd rather you dance freely before what you love than hold 
back to avoid someone else's disapproving glance.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:20-23 - the fuller account of Michal's confronta�on with David and 
its las�ng consequence, that she remained childless; 1 Samuel 18:20 - Michal's earlier 
love for David, showing how far the rela�onship had deteriorated by this point.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 16

Chapter 16 recounts the joyous celebra�ons and organisa�onal efforts made by King David a�er 
the Ark of God was successfully brought to Jerusalem. The chapter details the offering of sacrifices, 
David's blessing of the people, and a generous distribu�on of food to everyone present. David then 
establishes a con�nuous ministry of Levites to serve before the Ark, with specific roles for 
musicians and gatekeepers. A significant part of the chapter is dedicated to a psalm of 
thanksgiving that David delivers, which praises God for His past faithfulness to Israel (from 
Abraham's covenant to their protec�on as a na�on) and calls all crea�on and na�ons to worship 
the LORD. The chapter concludes by outlining the ongoing worship arrangements, both at the Ark 

     CHAPTER 16
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Context: Trumpets were the priests' par�cular instrument, dis�nct from the Levites' 
harps and cymbals.
Meaning: Different roles complement each other here - priests and Levites each 
contribu�ng a dis�nct sound to one unified act of worship.
Lesson: You don't need to play every part; find your specific note in the larger piece and 
play it faithfully alongside others.
See Also: Numbers 10:8-10 - trumpets given specifically to priests for sacred use; 2 
Chronicles 5:12-13 - trumpets and singers united at the temple's dedica�on.

16:7 (KJV) Then on that day David delivered first this psalm to thank the LORD into the hand 
of Asaph and his brethren.
(B:E Project) That same day, David first gave this song of thanksgiving to Asaph and his 
fellow musicians to perform.

Context: This introduces the psalm that follows (16:8-36), drawn largely from Psalms 
105, 96 and 106 - showing how Israel's worship music was compiled and reused.
Meaning: This marks the origin point of a piece of poetry later copied into Israel's psalm 
collec�on - words meant to be sung again and again, not used once and discarded.
Lesson: Words of gra�tude are worth wri�ng down and passing on - what you compose 
in a moment of thankfulness can go on shaping people long a�er you're gone.
See Also: Psalm 105:1-15 - nearly iden�cal opening; Psalm 96 and Psalm 106:1,47-48 - 
the other sources woven into this song.

16:8 (KJV) Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the 
people.
(B:E Project) Thank the LORD, call on his name, tell the na�ons what he has done.

Context: Opens the psalm, matching Psalm 105:1 almost word for word - a call to public, 
vocal gra�tude.
Meaning: Gra�tude here is ac�ve and outward-facing, not a private feeling but 
something spoken and shared, even beyond Israel.
Lesson: Don't keep your gra�tude to yourself. Speak it out loud to someone else - it 
mul�plies when shared and can li� another person's day too.
See Also: Psalm 105:1 - nearly iden�cal wording; Psalm 100:4 - entering with 
thanksgiving.

16:9 (KJV) Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works.
(B:E Project) Sing to him, make music for him, talk about all the amazing things he has 
done.

Lesson: When you experience something good, think of who else can be fed by it. Real 
joy mul�plies when shared prac�cally, not hoarded.
See Also: Deuteronomy 16:11 - fes�val joy meant to include everyone, servants and 
strangers too; Luke 14:13 - invi�ng those who cannot repay you.

16:4 (KJV) And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, and 
to record, and to thank and praise the LORD God of Israel:
(B:E Project) David assigned certain Levites to serve con�nually before the Ark - to 
pe��on, and to give thanks and praise to the LORD, the God of Israel.

Context: This begins David's organisa�on of ongoing worship at Jerusalem, dis�nct from 
the sacrificial system s�ll running at Gibeon.
Meaning: Worship isn't le� to chance or mood here; David appoints specific people to 
sustain it day a�er day. Gra�tude becomes a job someone shows up to do.
Lesson: Don't wait to feel like giving thanks - build a rhythm into your life that carries you 
through the days you don't feel inspired.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:5 - later count of Levites appointed to praise; Psalm 134 - a 
night-watch song of ministers who stand and bless.

16:5 (KJV) Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and 
Ma�thiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obededom: and Jeiel with psalteries and with 
harps; but Asaph made a sound with cymbals;
(B:E Project) Asaph led the group, with Zechariah, Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, 
Ma�thiah, Eliab, Benaiah and Obed-Edom under him; Jeiel played harps and lyres, and 
Asaph played cymbals.

Context: This is the founding roster of Israel's temple musicians - Asaph becomes 
ancestor of a line credited with several Psalms.
Meaning: Naming each musician individually shows how seriously skill in worship was 
valued - these were recognised ar�sts, not anonymous background players.
Lesson: Whatever skill you have - music, words, hands-on work - I see it as worth naming 
and offering, not hiding away.
See Also: Psalms 73-83 - psalms a�ributed to Asaph; 1 Chronicles 25:1-2 - later 
organisa�on of Asaph's descendants as musicians.

16:6 (KJV) Benaiah also and Jahaziel the priests with trumpets con�nually before the ark of 
the covenant of God.
(B:E Project) Benaiah and Jahaziel, both priests, blew trumpets regularly before the Ark 
of the covenant of God.
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Lesson: Take �me to actually remember, not just move on. Recalling where you've 
come from keeps you grounded and grateful instead of anxious about what's next.
See Also: Psalm 105:5 - parallel; Deuteronomy 8:2 - remembering the way God has led.

16:13 (KJV) O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
(B:E Project) You descendants of Israel, his servant; you children of Jacob, his chosen 
ones.

Context: Directly addresses the singers' iden�ty as descendants of the patriarch Jacob, 
renamed Israel, tying the present congrega�on to ancient promise.
Meaning: Iden�ty and belonging are rooted in a specific, remembered lineage - the 
people know exactly who they are and where they came from.
Lesson: Knowing your roots - your story, your people, what's been passed down to you 
- gives you a stable place to stand when life gets uncertain.
See Also: Genesis 32:28 - Jacob renamed Israel; Psalm 105:6 - parallel wording.

16:14 (KJV) He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth.
(B:E Project) He is the LORD our God; his rulings and jus�ce extend across the whole 
earth.

Context: A statement of God's universal reach, even while addressing Israel specifically 
- not a merely local or tribal deity.
Meaning: The claim widens the scope from one na�on's private god to a moral authority 
relevant to everyone, everywhere.
Lesson: The values I teach - fairness, mercy, honesty - aren't just rules for one group. 
They're meant for everyone, everywhere, including you.
See Also: Psalm 105:7 - parallel; Psalm 67:4 - na�ons judged righteously.

16:15 (KJV) Be ye mindful always of his covenant; the word which he commanded to a 
thousand genera�ons;
(B:E Project) Always remember his covenant - the word he commanded for a thousand 
genera�ons.

Context: Introduces the covenant theme, which the psalm now traces historically 
through Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
Meaning: A promise made once is framed as binding across an almost limitless span of 
�me - reliability across genera�ons, not a temporary arrangement.
Lesson: Keep your word - not just for today's convenience, but as something the people 
who come a�er you can s�ll count on.

Context: Con�nues the call to praise, pairing music with ordinary conversa�on as ways 
of honouring what has happened.
Meaning: Praise isn't restricted to formal ritual; it belongs in everyday conversa�on too, 
wherever wonder is remembered and retold.
Lesson: Let the good things that have happened to you become part of your normal 
conversa�on - not bragging, but genuine wonder shared with others.
See Also: Psalm 105:2 - parallel; Psalm 145:5 - medita�ng on wondrous works.

16:10 (KJV) Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD.
(B:E Project) Take pride and joy in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the 
LORD be glad.

Context: A bea�tude-like line, promising joy specifically to those in ac�ve pursuit of God, 
not passive bystanders.
Meaning: Joy is connected here to seeking, not simply to having arrived - the search 
itself is a source of gladness.
Lesson: You don't need everything figured out to feel real joy. The honest search for 
meaning and truth is itself something to celebrate, mid-journey.
See Also: Psalm 105:3 - parallel; Ma�hew 5:6 - blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness.

16:11 (KJV) Seek the LORD and his strength, seek his face con�nually.
(B:E Project) Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence constantly.

Context: Reinforces ongoing, not one-off, pursuit - 'con�nually' is the opera�ve word.
Meaning: This isn't a single decision but a habit and orienta�on of life - persistent 
seeking rather than a one-�me achievement.
Lesson: Don't treat your search for meaning as something you finish once and file away. 
Keep returning, keep asking, keep showing up.
See Also: Psalm 105:4 - parallel; Jeremiah 29:13 - seeking with the whole heart.

16:12 (KJV) Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the 
judgments of his mouth;
(B:E Project) Remember the amazing things he has done, his wonders, and the decisions 
he has spoken.

Context: A call to collec�ve memory - the psalm now turns from general praise to 
recoun�ng Israel's specific na�onal history from Abraham onward.
Meaning: Memory is an ac�ve discipline here, essen�al to gra�tude and iden�ty - 
forge�ng the past leaves you rootless.
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(B:E Project) This was said when they were s�ll just a small handful, foreigners in that 
very land.

Context: Highlights how vulnerable and outnumbered the patriarchs' family was when 
the promise was first made - a small, wandering clan, not a na�on.
Meaning: The promise was made and kept from a posi�on of weakness, not strength - 
underscoring that its fulfilment wasn't earned by size or power.
Lesson: You don't need to be big or established for the good things ahead of you to be 
real. Small and vulnerable is o�en exactly where las�ng promises begin.
See Also: Genesis 34:30 - Jacob's family described as few in number; Deuteronomy 7:7 
- chosen not for being the most numerous.

16:20 (KJV) And when they went from na�on to na�on, and from one kingdom to another 
people;
(B:E Project) They wandered from na�on to na�on, from one kingdom to another.

Context: Recalls the patriarchs' nomadic life - in Egypt, in Gerar, eventually in Egypt again 
- long before any se�led homeland.
Meaning: Displacement and instability marked genera�ons before the promise found 
its foo�ng - the story doesn't skip the hard, unse�led middle.
Lesson: If your life feels like it's just moving from place to place without landing 
anywhere, that doesn't mean the promise over your life has failed.
See Also: Genesis 12:10 - Abraham's journey to Egypt; Genesis 20:1 - Abraham 
sojourning in Gerar.

16:21 (KJV) He suffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings for their sakes,
(B:E Project) He allowed no one to harm them; in fact he rebuked kings on their behalf.

Context: References incidents like Pharaoh and Abimelech being warned off a�er taking 
Sarah or Rebekah.
Meaning: Protec�on here is ac�ve and direct - even powerful rulers were held 
accountable for how they treated this small, defenceless family.
Lesson: I care about how the vulnerable are treated by the powerful. If you're ever the 
one with less power in a room, know you're not forgo�en.
See Also: Genesis 12:17 - Pharaoh plagued over Sarah; Genesis 20:3 - Abimelech warned 
in a dream.

16:22 (KJV) Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm.
(B:E Project) 'Do not touch my anointed ones, and do not harm my prophets.'

See Also: Psalm 105:8 - parallel; Deuteronomy 7:9 - covenant keeping to a thousand 
genera�ons.

16:16 (KJV) Even of the covenant which he made with Abraham, and of his oath unto Isaac;
(B:E Project) The covenant he made with Abraham, and the oath he swore to Isaac.

Context: Traces the promise back to its origin with Abraham and its renewal with his son 
Isaac.
Meaning: The promise isn't invented for David's moment; it has a documented, 
genera�ons-deep history stretching back to the founding ancestor.
Lesson: The commitments in your life gain weight when you can trace them back to a 
person, a moment, a reason you made them.
See Also: Genesis 15:18 - covenant with Abraham; Genesis 26:3 - oath renewed to Isaac.

16:17 (KJV) And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlas�ng 
covenant,
(B:E Project) He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, and to Israel as an everlas�ng 
covenant.

Context: The promise passes to the third patriarch, Jacob, becoming a las�ng na�onal 
inheritance rather than a private family ma�er.
Meaning: What starts as a promise to one man becomes, genera�on by genera�on, the 
founding charter of an en�re people.
Lesson: What you build faithfully in your own life o�en outgrows you - it becomes 
something the whole community around you can lean on.
See Also: Genesis 28:13-15 - covenant confirmed to Jacob; Psalm 105:10 - parallel.

16:18 (KJV) Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance;
(B:E Project) He said, 'I will give you the land of Canaan as the por�on you inherit.'

Context: Specifies the content of the covenant - land, a concrete and tangible promise 
rather than an abstract blessing.
Meaning: The promise is grounded and prac�cal, not vague spiritual talk - an actual 
place to live and belong.
Lesson: Real hope isn't only about someday, somewhere. The good I promise is meant 
to land in your actual, physical life, not just your feelings.
See Also: Genesis 17:8 - land promised as an everlas�ng possession; Psalm 105:11 - 
parallel.

16:19 (KJV) When ye were but few, even a few, and strangers in it.
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Meaning: This is a direct comparison against real rival belief systems of the �me, 
asser�ng a dis�nct kind of respect.
Lesson: What you choose to hold in highest regard shapes everything else about how 
you live. Choose that centre carefully.
See Also: Psalm 96:4 - parallel; Exodus 20:3 - no other gods before me.

16:26 (KJV) For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the heavens.
(B:E Project) All the gods of the na�ons are worthless idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens.

Context: A blunt contrast between man-made objects of worship and the one credited 
with crea�on itself.
Meaning: The claim is about origin and power - things people build and worship are 
categorically different from the source of the universe itself.
Lesson: Be honest with yourself about what you're actually devo�ng your energy to 
worshipping - money, status, appearance - and whether it can really hold that weight.
See Also: Psalm 96:5 - parallel; Isaiah 44:9-20 - a longer cri�que of idol-making.

16:27 (KJV) Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place.
(B:E Project) Glory and honour surround his presence; strength and joy fill his dwelling 
place.

Context: Describes the atmosphere associated with God's presence - not fear alone, but 
honour paired with joy.
Meaning: The pairing of strength with gladness suggests that real power, rightly held, 
produces joy rather than oppression.
Lesson: True strength in your own life should make room for gladness, not crush it. If 
your pursuit of power leaves no room for joy, something's gone wrong.
See Also: Psalm 96:6 - parallel; Psalm 21:6 - gladness in God's presence.

16:28 (KJV) Give unto the LORD, ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and 
strength.
(B:E Project) Give to the LORD, you families and tribes of the peoples - give him glory and 
strength.

Context: Repeats and widens the call to worship, addressing family groups across all 
na�ons, not just Israel.
Meaning: Worship is framed as a debt of honour, universally applicable across every 
family line on earth.

Context: A direct quoted warning, applied originally to the patriarchs, protec�ng God's 
chosen people from harm.
Meaning: The line draws a boundary others are not permi�ed to cross - certain people 
are under specific protec�on regardless of worldly power differences.
Lesson: I stand for the dignity of anyone set apart to carry something important, 
however unprotected they look. Don't be the one who tramples on someone simply 
because you can.
See Also: Genesis 20:7 - Abraham called a prophet; Psalm 105:15 - parallel wording.

16:23 (KJV) Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salva�on.
(B:E Project) Sing to the LORD, everyone on earth; announce his saving work daily.

Context: The psalm's focus widens from Israel's history to a universal call, echoing Psalm 
96's opening.
Meaning: The invita�on moves outward - what began as one family's story is now 
framed as good news relevant to the whole world.
Lesson: What's genuinely good is meant to be shared beyond your own circle - don't 
keep it fenced in among people who already know it.
See Also: Psalm 96:1-2 - near-iden�cal source; Isaiah 12:4-5 - similar call to declare his 
deeds.

16:24 (KJV) Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all na�ons.
(B:E Project) Tell of his greatness among the na�ons, his wonders among all peoples.

Context: Con�nues the universal call, addressing 'the heathen' - non-Israelite na�ons - 
directly as an intended audience.
Meaning: Good news, in this vision, isn't hoarded by insiders; it's explicitly meant for 
outsiders too.
Lesson: Don't assume the people furthest from your own beliefs or background have 
nothing to gain from what you've learned. Share generously, without condescension.
See Also: Psalm 96:3 - parallel; Isaiah 66:19 - declaring glory among the na�ons.

16:25 (KJV) For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to be feared above all 
gods.
(B:E Project) The LORD is great and deserves great praise; he is to be revered above all 
other gods.

Context: A compara�ve claim, set against the polytheis�c world Israel lived among, 
where many gods were worshipped.
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Lesson: No�ce the world around you as something more than backdrop. There's a kind 
of gladness built into crea�on itself worth pausing to enjoy.
See Also: Psalm 96:10-11 - parallel; Psalm 19:1 - the heavens declaring glory.

16:32 (KJV) Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof: let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein.
(B:E Project) Let the sea roar and everything in it; let the fields and everything in them 
celebrate.

Context: Con�nues the personifica�on of nature - sea and farmland both pictured as 
par�cipants in celebra�on.
Meaning: Even the most untamed and the most cul�vated parts of the world are drawn 
into the same picture of joy.
Lesson: Joy isn't reserved for the tame, controlled parts of your life. Let the wild, 
unpredictable parts have their place in celebra�on too.
See Also: Psalm 96:11-12 - parallel; Psalm 98:7-8 - similar imagery of sea and floods.

16:33 (KJV) Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the presence of the LORD, because he 
cometh to judge the earth.
(B:E Project) Then the trees of the forest will sing out because he is coming to judge the 
earth.

Context: The image climaxes with even trees singing, an�cipa�ng God's coming to set 
things right.
Meaning: 'Judge' here carries the sense of pu�ng things right, not merely condemning 
- a coming the whole natural world is pictured as welcoming.
Lesson: Don't assume being judged is only bad news. When someone truly fair finally 
sorts out a mess, that's relief, not just dread.
See Also: Psalm 96:12-13 - parallel; Psalm 98:9 - he cometh to judge the earth.

16:34 (KJV) O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever.
(B:E Project) Give thanks to the LORD, because he is good; his loyal love lasts forever.

Context: A refrain repeated o�en throughout the Psalms - a kind of liturgical anchor line.
Meaning: Goodness and enduring loyalty are named as the twin reasons for gra�tude - 
not just power, but consistent, reliable kindness.
Lesson: Look for what's reliably good in your life and name it out loud, especially the 
steady things that don't waver.
See Also: Psalm 136:1 - repeated as the refrain of an en�re psalm; Psalm 106:1 - 
iden�cal opening.

Lesson: Wherever your family comes from, whatever your background, you're included 
in this invita�on - it isn't reserved for one culture or one kind of person.
See Also: Psalm 96:7 - parallel; Revela�on 7:9 - every na�on, tribe, and tongue before 
the throne.

16:29 (KJV) Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come 
before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
(B:E Project) Give him the honour his name deserves; bring an offering and come before 
him; worship the LORD in holy splendour.

Context: Specifies concrete ac�on - not just internal feeling but a physical offering 
brought before God.
Meaning: Worship is embodied, not purely mental - it involves bringing something of 
value, a tangible act of giving.
Lesson: Don't let devo�on stay only in your head. Let it show up in something you 
actually give - your �me, your resources, your effort.
See Also: Psalm 96:8-9 - parallel; Psalm 29:2 - worship in the beauty of holiness.

16:30 (KJV) Fear before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not moved.
(B:E Project) Tremble before him, all the earth; the world is firmly established and 
cannot be shaken.

Context: Declares cosmic stability as a result of God's rule - a world under real order 
rather than chaos.
Meaning: There's comfort embedded in the claim - underlying reality is stable and 
dependable, not random or precarious.
Lesson: When your world feels shaky, know there's a deeper stability underneath it that 
panic and chaos can't actually undo.
See Also: Psalm 96:9-10 - parallel; Psalm 93:1 - the world established, cannot be moved.

16:31 (KJV) Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men say among the 
na�ons, The LORD reigneth.
(B:E Project) Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let people everywhere say, 
'The LORD reigns.'

Context: Poe�c personifica�on of crea�on itself joining in celebra�on, alongside human 
declara�on of God's rule.
Meaning: The joy described isn't limited to humans - the whole natural order is pictured 
as glad, sugges�ng harmony between crea�on and its source.
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:1 - later detail on the musicians' rota�ons; Luke 2:37 - Anna 
serving con�nually in the temple.

16:38 (KJV) And Obededom with their brethren, threescore and eight; Obededom also the son 
of Jeduthun and Hosah to be porters:
(B:E Project) Obed-Edom and sixty-eight of his rela�ves served with them; Obed-Edom 
son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, were gatekeepers.

Context: Obed-Edom is the man whose household was earlier blessed while sheltering 
the Ark - now rewarded with an ongoing honoured role.
Meaning: This reads as a quiet reward - the man who once simply hosted the Ark 
faithfully in his home is now given las�ng responsibility for it.
Lesson: Faithfulness in a small, unglamorous task o�en opens the door to a bigger, 
las�ng responsibility later.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 13:13-14 - Obed-Edom's household blessed by hos�ng the Ark; 1 
Chronicles 26:4-8 - his descendants listed as gatekeepers.

16:39 (KJV) And Zadok the priest, and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the 
LORD in the high place that was at Gibeon,
(B:E Project) Zadok the priest and his fellow priests served before the LORD's tabernacle 
at the high place in Gibeon.

Context: Reveals that Israel's worship was, at this point, split across two sites - the Ark in 
Jerusalem, and the original Tabernacle s�ll at Gibeon.
Meaning: This shows a real historical transi�on period - the old system and the new 
arrangement running in parallel un�l Solomon eventually unifies it.
Lesson: Big transi�ons in life rarely happen all at once cleanly. It's normal to be opera�ng 
in two places, two systems, at the same �me while something new se�les in.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 21:29 - confirms the tabernacle's loca�on at Gibeon; 2 Chronicles 
1:3 - Solomon later worships there too.

16:40 (KJV) To offer burnt offerings unto the LORD upon the altar of the burnt offering 
con�nually morning and evening, and to do according to all that is wri�en in the law of 
the LORD, which he commanded Israel;
(B:E Project) To offer burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar con�nually, morning and 
evening, following everything wri�en in the LORD's law that he commanded Israel.

Context: Describes the twice-daily sacrificial rou�ne originally prescribed in the law of 
Moses.
Meaning: Faithfulness to an inherited wri�en standard, not personal preference, is 
what's emphasised - consistency according to a fixed rule.

16:35 (KJV) And say ye, Save us, O God of our salva�on, and gather us together, and deliver us 
from the heathen, that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy praise.
(B:E Project) And say, 'Save us, God of our salva�on; gather us together and rescue us 
from the na�ons, so we can give thanks to your holy name and take pride in praising 
you.'

Context: Draws from Psalm 106:47, a prayer wri�en from Israel's later experience of 
exile and sca�ering, here placed on David's lips.
Meaning: The psalm doesn't stay purely celebratory - it also voices honest need and 
request, acknowledging vulnerability even in triumph.
Lesson: It's alright to ask for help even in a season of celebra�on. Gra�tude and honest 
need aren't opposites; you can hold both at once.
See Also: Psalm 106:47 - the source verse, from a psalm about exile; Psalm 107:2-3 - 
gathered from the na�ons.

16:36 (KJV) Blessed be the LORD God of Israel for ever and ever. And all the people said, Amen, 
and praised the LORD.
(B:E Project) 'Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, forever and ever.' And all the 
people said, 'Amen,' and praised the LORD.

Context: Closes the psalm with a doxology and communal Amen, matching the ending 
of Psalm 106.
Meaning: The people's spoken agreement turns David's composed song into a shared, 
communal act - everyone present affirms it together.
Lesson: Let your 'amen' - your agreement, your yes - be real and spoken, not just silently 
assumed. Community grows through voiced affirma�on.
See Also: Psalm 106:48 - iden�cal closing doxology; 1 Corinthians 14:16 - the 
congrega�on's spoken Amen.

16:37 (KJV) So he le� there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD Asaph and his brethren, 
to minister before the ark con�nually, as every day’s work required:
(B:E Project) David le� Asaph and his fellow Levites there before the Ark of the 
covenant, to serve con�nually, doing whatever each day required.

Context: A�er the celebra�on, David sets up permanent, ongoing service at the Ark in 
Jerusalem - not a one-off event but a las�ng ins�tu�on.
Meaning: The chapter shows the shi� from spontaneous celebra�on to sustained 
structure - daily, ordinary faithfulness replacing the ini�al spectacle.
Lesson: The big emo�onal moment ma�ers, but what really shapes a life is what you 
keep doing the next ordinary day, and the day a�er that.
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parallel account.
Meaning: The chapter closes on an ordinary, domes�c note a�er all the public spectacle 
- even great public events end in someone simply going home.
Lesson: A�er the big public moment ends, don't neglect your own household. The 
people closest to you deserve the same devo�on you just gave to something more 
visible.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:20 - the parallel account, leading into a tense exchange with 
Michal; 1 Chronicles 13:14 - blessing shown earlier to a household hos�ng the Ark.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 17

This chapter details a significant conversa�on between King David and the prophet Nathan. David 
expresses his desire to build a permanent temple for God, as he himself lives in a grand palace 
while God's sacred ark resides in a tent. Ini�ally, Nathan encourages David. However, that same 
night, God speaks to Nathan, revealing that David is *not* the one chosen to build the temple. 
Instead, God reaffirms His covenant with David, promising to establish David's dynasty (family 
line) forever, ensure his son builds the temple, and bless Israel with a secure homeland. David 
responds with a powerful prayer of humility and gra�tude, acknowledging God's unique 
greatness and asking for His promises to be fulfilled, so that God's name might be glorified.

17:1 (KJV) Now it came to pass, as David sat in his house, that David said to Nathan the 
prophet, Lo, I dwell in an house of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
remaineth under curtains.
(B:E Project) One day, while David was living in his own house, he said to Nathan the 
prophet, 'Look - I live in a house built of cedar, but the Ark of the LORD's covenant is s�ll 
under a tent.'

Context: David is now se�led in Jerusalem in a proper palace and feels the contrast with 
the Ark's simple tent-dwelling.
Meaning: David's discomfort comes from an honest sense of imbalance - he has 
comfort and permanence while the thing he considers most important s�ll has neither.
Lesson: No�ce when your own comfort has outpaced your care for what actually 
ma�ers most to you. That gap is worth naming honestly, even if the answer isn't what 
you expect.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:1-2 - the parallel account; 1 Chronicles 14:1 - David's cedar house 
built earlier.

17:2 (KJV) Then Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in thine heart; for God is with thee.
(B:E Project) Nathan told David, 'Do whatever is on your heart, because God is with you.'

     CHAPTER 17

Lesson: Some commitments are worth keeping simply because you said you would, at 
the same �me, every single day - not because you feel inspired each morning.
See Also: Exodus 29:38-39 - the original command for daily morning and evening 
offerings; Numbers 28:3-4 - repeated instruc�on.

16:41 (KJV) And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest that were chosen, who were 
expressed by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever;
(B:E Project) Also with them were Heman and Jeduthun and the others specifically 
chosen and named, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endures forever.

Context: Introduces two more major musical leaders alongside Asaph - Heman and 
Jeduthun - whose families become the other main lines of temple musicians.
Meaning: Being 'expressed by name' again stresses individual recogni�on - none of 
these worship leaders are anonymous, each is deliberately recorded.
Lesson: You are not an anonymous cog in whatever you're part of. Being known and 
named ma�ers, and I want you to extend that same recogni�on to others.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 6:33,44 - genealogies naming Heman and Jeduthun as chief 
musicians; 1 Chronicles 25:1 - Heman, Asaph and Jeduthun grouped together.

16:42 (KJV) And with them Heman and Jeduthun with trumpets and cymbals for those that 
should make a sound, and with musical instruments of God. And the sons of Jeduthun 
were porters.
(B:E Project) Heman and Jeduthun also had trumpets and cymbals and other 
instruments for God's music; and the sons of Jeduthun were the gatekeepers.

Context: Rounds out the musical and gatekeeping arrangements begun earlier in the 
chapter, giving Jeduthun's family a dual role.
Meaning: The variety of instruments listed shows a genuinely rich, skilled musical 
culture built deliberately into Israel's worship life.
Lesson: There's more than one valid way to express devo�on - loud instruments, quiet 
duty at a gate, careful record-keeping. Find the form that's actually yours.
See Also: Psalm 150:3-5 - a psalm cataloguing many of these same instruments; 1 
Chronicles 25:3 - Jeduthun's sons and their music with harps.

16:43 (KJV) And all the people departed every man to his house: and David returned to bless his 
house.
(B:E Project) Then everyone went home, and David went back to bless his own 
household.

Context: Closes the chapter - the public celebra�on ends, and the focus narrows to 
David's private family, foreshadowing the tense exchange with Michal recorded in the 
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(B:E Project) 'I have never lived in a permanent house from the day I brought Israel out 
of Egypt un�l now - I have moved from tent to tent, from one dwelling place to another.'

Context: God explains that mobility, not permanence, has characterised the divine 
presence throughout Israel's wilderness and se�lement history.
Meaning: God isn't complaining about the tent, nor demanding an upgrade - closeness 
never actually depended on a fixed building.
Lesson: What ma�ers most in your life doesn't need the fanciest se�ng to be real. Don't 
wait for perfect circumstances before you value what's already present with you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:6 - parallel; Exodus 40:36-38 - the mobile tabernacle guiding Israel's 
wilderness journey.

17:6 (KJV) Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake I a word to any of the judges of 
Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people, saying, Why have ye not built me an 
house of cedars?
(B:E Project) 'Wherever I've moved with all Israel, did I ever say to any of the judges I 
appointed to shepherd my people, Why haven't you built me a house of cedar?'

Context: A rhetorical ques�on - across the en�re period of the judges, God never once 
demanded a temple be built.
Meaning: This underlines that the temple was never a requirement God was 
withholding blessing over - it was David's own ini�a�ve, offered as a gi�.
Lesson: Not everything I want from you is something I've been silently expec�ng. Some 
of the best things you offer are freely given, not owed.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:7 - parallel; Judges 2:16-18 - the era of the judges referenced here.

17:7 (KJV) Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my servant David, Thus saith the LORD of 
hosts, I took thee from the sheepcote, even from following the sheep, that thou shouldest 
be ruler over my people Israel:
(B:E Project) 'Now then, tell my servant David: This is what the LORD of Hosts says - I 
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people Israel.'

Context: God recalls David's humble origin as a shepherd before turning to the promises 
that follow.
Meaning: The point of remembering his shepherd origins is to ground everything that 
follows in grace, not merit - David didn't engineer his own rise.
Lesson: Remember where you started. Keeping the memory of your humble beginnings 
keeps you grounded and grateful rather than proud.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:11-13 - David anointed while tending sheep; 2 Samuel 7:8 - 
parallel.

Context: Nathan responds immediately and posi�vely, but without first consul�ng God 
- a well-meaning but premature answer that God corrects that same night.
Meaning: Good inten�ons and a good reputa�on aren't the same as actual 
confirma�on - even a genuine prophet can speak too quickly from ins�nct rather than 
revela�on.
Lesson: Even people who care about you can give encouragement that isn't quite right. 
Stay open to correc�on, and don't be afraid to revise your answer once you know more, 
as Nathan does next.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:3 - the parallel; 2 Samuel 12:1-13 - Nathan later corrects David far 
more directly, over Bathsheba.

17:3 (KJV) And it came to pass the same night, that the word of God came to Nathan, saying,
(B:E Project) But that same night, God's word came to Nathan.

Context: The correc�on comes swi�ly, within the same night as Nathan's ini�al 
encouragement.
Meaning: This models a quick willingness to be corrected once truer informa�on arrives, 
rather than doubling down.
Lesson: When you realise you were wrong, don't wait. Correct course as soon as you 
know be�er - speed in admi�ng a mistake is itself a form of honesty.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:4 - parallel; Proverbs 24:16 - the righteous ge�ng back up a�er 
falling.

17:4 (KJV) Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not build me an 
house to dwell in:
(B:E Project) 'Go and tell my servant David: This is what the LORD says - you are not the 
one who will build me a house to live in.'

Context: God directly overrules Nathan's earlier answer, redirec�ng the temple project 
away from David personally.
Meaning: The refusal isn't a rejec�on of David himself, but a reassignment - the 'no' here 
sets up a much bigger 'yes' later in the chapter.
Lesson: A 'not now' or 'not you' from me is never the end of the story. Some�mes I 
redirect exactly because I have something even bigger planned.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:5 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 22:8 and 28:3 - later explana�on that 
David's wars disqualified him from building it himself.

17:5 (KJV) For I have not dwelt in an house since the day that I brought up Israel unto this day; 
but have gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle to another.
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Lesson: Some�mes what you offer to give me gets turned around, and I end up giving 
you something even be�er than what you were trying to give. Stay open to that reversal.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:11 - parallel; 2 Samuel 7:16 - the fuller statement of the eternal 
dynasty.

17:11 (KJV) And it shall come to pass, when thy days be expired that thou must go to be with 
thy fathers, that I will raise up thy seed a�er thee, which shall be of thy sons; and I will 
establish his kingdom.
(B:E Project) 'When your life is over and you go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up 
your offspring a�er you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom.'

Context: The promise specifies succession through David's own biological son, ini�ally 
fulfilled in Solomon.
Meaning: The dynas�c promise is concrete and personal - not a vague future blessing, 
but a specific son who will follow him.
Lesson: What you build in your life doesn't have to be finished by you alone - some of 
your best work is handed forward to be completed by those who come a�er you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:12 - parallel; 1 Kings 1:30 - Solomon confirmed as David's 
successor.

17:12 (KJV) He shall build me an house, and I will stablish his throne for ever.
(B:E Project) 'He will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever.'

Context: Confirms that Solomon, not David, will build the physical temple, paired with a 
promise of an everlas�ng throne.
Meaning: The 'forever' here extends beyond Solomon's own life�me, ul�mately 
poin�ng toward a much longer hope fulfilled, in Chris�an understanding, in Jesus's 
lineage.
Lesson: Some promises are bigger than any one person can complete in their own 
life�me. Trust that what's genuinely las�ng doesn't depend on you seeing the whole 
thing through.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:13 - parallel; Luke 1:32-33 - Gabriel's promise to Mary echoing this 
eternal throne.

17:13 (KJV) I will be his father, and he shall be my son: and I will not take my mercy away from 
him, as I took it from him that was before thee:
(B:E Project) 'I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to me; I will not withdraw my 
steadfast love from him as I withdrew it from the one before you.'

Context: Establishes a father-son rela�onal language for the covenant, contras�ng it 
with Saul, whose kingship was taken away.

17:8 (KJV) And I have been with thee whithersoever thou hast walked, and have cut off all 
thine enemies from before thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the great 
men that are in the earth.
(B:E Project) 'I have been with you wherever you have gone, I have cut off all your 
enemies before you, and I have made your name as great as the greatest men on earth.'

Context: God recounts what he has already done for David, before promising what 
comes next.
Meaning: God's track record, not abstract assurance, is offered as the basis for trus�ng 
what's s�ll to come.
Lesson: Look back at what's already carried you this far before you worry about what's 
ahead. Past faithfulness is real evidence, not just sen�ment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:9 - parallel; 1 Samuel 18:14 - David behaving wisely, the LORD with 
him.

17:9 (KJV) Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, and they shall 
dwell in their place, and shall be moved no more; neither shall the children of wickedness 
waste them any more, as at the beginning,
(B:E Project) 'I will designate a place for my people Israel and plant them there; they will 
live in their own place and never be disturbed again, and the wicked will not oppress 
them as before.'

Context: A promise of se�led security for the whole na�on, not just for David.
Meaning: The promise scales up from an individual to an en�re people's long-term 
wellbeing and security.
Lesson: What I want to give isn't just a good outcome for you personally, but stability 
that ripples out to everyone connected to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:10 - parallel; Amos 9:15 - a later echo of Israel being planted and 
not uprooted.

17:10 (KJV) And since the �me that I commanded judges to be over my people Israel. Moreover 
I will subdue all thine enemies. Furthermore I tell thee that the LORD will build thee an 
house.
(B:E Project) 'And since the days I appointed judges over my people Israel, I will also 
subdue all your enemies. Furthermore, I tell you: the LORD will build a house for you.'

Context: This is the pivotal turn - David wanted to build God a house; instead God 
promises to build David a 'house', a dynasty.
Meaning: A wordplay drives the whole chapter: David's offer to build a physical house is 
answered with a far greater promise - an enduring royal lineage.
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Context: David's prayer of response begins here - si�ng, an unusual, reflec�ve posture, 
sugges�ng quiet, overwhelmed reflec�on.
Meaning: David's first reac�on to an enormous promise is humility and genuine 
astonishment, not en�tlement or self-congratula�on.
Lesson: When something good happens to you that you didn't fully earn, let your first 
response be humble wonder, not assumed deservingness.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:18 - parallel; Genesis 32:10 - Jacob's similar 'I am not worthy' 
response to blessing.

17:17 (KJV) And yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O God; for thou hast also spoken of thy 
servant’s house for a great while to come, and hast regarded me according to the estate 
of a man of high degree, O LORD God.
(B:E Project) 'And even this was a small thing in your eyes, God, for you have also spoken 
about your servant's family reaching far into the future, and you have treated me as if I 
were someone of high standing.'

Context: David marvels that his own kingship is just the beginning; God has spoken of a 
future far beyond David's own life�me.
Meaning: David recognises he's been shown a future he'll never personally witness, and 
treats that as an even greater kindness than his own present success.
Lesson: The biggest gi�s I give o�en extend past what you'll personally get to see 
finished. Being trusted with a future you won't witness is s�ll real generosity toward you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:19 - parallel; Hebrews 11:13 - others who died without seeing 
promises fulfilled, yet trusted them.

17:18 (KJV) What can David speak more to thee for the honour of thy servant? for thou 
knowest thy servant.
(B:E Project) 'What more can David say to you for the honour you've shown your 
servant? You know your servant well.'

Context: David admits words are inadequate to the moment - he leans instead on the 
fact that God already knows him fully.
Meaning: There's honesty here in admi�ng speech has limits - some�mes the right 
response to being deeply known is simply acknowledging it.
Lesson: You don't need the perfect words to relate to me. Being genuinely known 
ma�ers more than being impressively ar�culate.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:20 - parallel; Psalm 139:1 - 'O LORD, thou hast searched me, and 
known me.'

17:19 (KJV) O LORD, for thy servant’s sake, and according to thine own heart, hast thou done 
all this greatness, in making known all these great things.

Meaning: The rela�onship promised is in�mate and familial, not merely contractual, 
and explicitly more durable than Saul's failed reign.
Lesson: Being loved as a son or daughter, not just judged as an employee, changes 
everything about how you can relate to me - security instead of anxious performance.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:14-15 - parallel, including discipline for wrongdoing; Hebrews 1:5 - 
this verse applied to Jesus.

17:14 (KJV) But I will se�le him in mine house and in my kingdom for ever: and his throne shall 
be established for evermore.
(B:E Project) 'I will se�le him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne will 
be established forever.'

Context: Closes God's message to Nathan with the strongest statement yet of 
permanence.
Meaning: The promise ul�mately merges David's dynasty with God's own kingdom, 
laying groundwork for later hope of an everlas�ng king.
Lesson: Some things I establish are simply not subject to being undone by circumstance 
or failure - hold onto that kind of uncondi�onal permanence when everything else in life 
feels uncertain.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:16 - parallel; Daniel 7:14 - an everlas�ng dominion later echoed in 
apocalyp�c hope.

17:15 (KJV) According to all these words, and according to all this vision, so did Nathan speak 
unto David.
(B:E Project) Nathan told David everything, exactly as it had been revealed to him, word 
for word and vision for vision.

Context: A simple transi�onal statement confirming Nathan faithfully relayed the full 
message without altera�on.
Meaning: Accurate transmission ma�ers here - Nathan doesn't so�en or add to what 
he was told, even though it overturns his own earlier advice.
Lesson: When you're trusted to pass on a message, deliver it honestly and completely, 
even if it means admi�ng your own earlier words were wrong.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:17 - parallel; Deuteronomy 4:2 - not adding to or subtrac�ng from 
what's commanded.

17:16 (KJV) And David the king came and sat before the LORD, and said, Who am I, O LORD 
God, and what is mine house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?
(B:E Project) Then King David went in, sat before the LORD, and said, 'Who am I, LORD 
God, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far?'
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See Also: 2 Samuel 7:23 - parallel; Exodus 6:6-7 - God's promise to redeem Israel from 
Egypt.

17:22 (KJV) For thy people Israel didst thou make thine own people for ever; and thou, LORD, 
becamest their God.
(B:E Project) 'You made your people Israel your own people forever; and you, LORD, 
became their God.'

Context: David affirms the permanence of the rela�onship established at the Exodus 
and Sinai covenant.
Meaning: Belonging here is framed as mutual and las�ng, not a temporary arrangement 
but a se�led, ongoing iden�ty.
Lesson: Belonging, real belonging, isn't meant to be provisional or constantly re-earned. 
I want you to know the security of a rela�onship that isn't up for renewal every day.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:24 - parallel; Exodus 19:5-6 - Israel becoming God's own possession 
at Sinai.

17:23 (KJV) Therefore now, LORD, let the thing that thou hast spoken concerning thy servant 
and concerning his house be established for ever, and do as thou hast said.
(B:E Project) 'So now, LORD, let the promise you made about your servant and his family 
be established forever; do just as you have said.'

Context: David moves from reflec�on into direct pe��on, asking God to actually follow 
through on what's been promised.
Meaning: David doesn't merely marvel passively - he ac�vely asks God to keep the word 
given, showing prayer includes holding promises to account.
Lesson: It's alright to ask, directly and specifically, for what's been promised to you 
rather than si�ng back passively and hoping. Bold, honest asking is part of real trust.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:25 - parallel; Luke 11:9 - 'ask, and it shall be given you.'

17:24 (KJV) Let it even be established, that thy name may be magnified for ever, saying, The 
LORD of hosts is the God of Israel, even a God to Israel: and let the house of David thy 
servant be established before thee.
(B:E Project) 'Let it be established, so that your name will be magnified forever, with 
people saying, The LORD of Hosts is the God of Israel, indeed a God to Israel - and let the 
house of your servant David be established before you.'

Context: David �es his own dynasty's establishment to the greater purpose of God's 
name being honoured among people.
Meaning: David frames even his own dynasty's success as ul�mately in service of 
something bigger than himself - God's reputa�on and glory.

(B:E Project) 'LORD, for your servant's sake, and according to your own heart, you have 
done this great thing, making known all these great things.'

Context: David a�ributes the whole promise to God's own character and ini�a�ve, not 
to anything David has done to deserve it.
Meaning: The mo�ve credited for the blessing is en�rely God's own nature - generosity 
flowing from who God is, not a transac�on earned by David.
Lesson: The best things given to you o�en come simply from the giver's own generous 
nature, not because you calculated your way into deserving them. Receive that kind of 
gi� with gra�tude, not suspicion.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:21 - parallel; Ephesians 1:5 - 'according to the good pleasure of his 
will.'

17:20 (KJV) O LORD, there is none like thee, neither is there any God beside thee, according to 
all that we have heard with our ears.
(B:E Project) 'LORD, there is no one like you, and there is no God besides you, according 
to everything we have ever heard.'

Context: David affirms God's uniqueness, grounding the claim in Israel's collec�ve, 
remembered tes�mony rather than private mys�cism.
Meaning: The claim rests on inherited, communal knowledge passed down, not a 
solitary personal revela�on invented on the spot.
Lesson: What you believe deeply doesn't have to be something you worked out en�rely 
alone - it's fine, and o�en wiser, to stand on what trustworthy people before you have 
already tested and found true.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:22 - parallel; Deuteronomy 4:35 - 'there is none else beside him.'

17:21 (KJV) And what one na�on in the earth is like thy people Israel, whom God went to 
redeem to be his own people, to make thee a name of greatness and terribleness, by 
driving out na�ons from before thy people, whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt?
(B:E Project) 'And what other na�on on earth is like your people Israel - a people God 
himself went and redeemed to be his own, making himself a name of greatness and awe 
by driving out na�ons before your people whom you redeemed from Egypt?'

Context: David marvels at Israel's unique history of na�onal redemp�on from slavery in 
Egypt, and God's personal role in that rescue.
Meaning: The uniqueness claimed isn't about Israel's own virtue but about being the 
specific object of a rescue that God personally undertook.
Lesson: If your story includes being rescued from something you couldn't get out of on 
your own, that's worth remembering with genuine awe, not embarrassment.
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Meaning: The chapter ends where it began in spirit - not with David demanding, but 
asking, and trus�ng the outcome to God's own reliable character.
Lesson: End your own requests the way David ends his - not with anxious grasping, but 
with quiet trust that what's genuinely blessed by a trustworthy source stays blessed.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:29 - parallel closing; Numbers 6:24 - 'The LORD bless thee, and 
keep thee.'

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 18

This chapter highlights King David's powerful military campaigns and how he expanded the 
borders of Israel. It describes his successful ba�les against several surrounding na�ons, including 
the Philis�nes, Moab, the kingdom of Zobah led by King Hadarezer, and the Syrians from 
Damascus. David's victories resulted in these na�ons becoming subject to Israel, bringing valuable 
tribute and demonstra�ng God's ongoing support and preserva�on of David in all his endeavours. 
The chapter concludes by lis�ng some of David's most important government and military 
leaders.

18:1 (KJV) Now a�er this it came to pass, that David smote the Philis�nes, and subdued them, 
and took Gath and her towns out of the hand of the Philis�nes.
(B:E Project) A�er this, David defeated the Philis�nes and subdued them, capturing 
Gath and its surrounding towns from Philis�ne control.

Context: This opens a summary of David's military campaigns, following the temple 
promise of chapter 17. Gath was a major Philis�ne city, Goliath's hometown.
Meaning: The chapter shi�s from covenant promise to concrete na�onal security - 
God's promise to subdue David's enemies begins visibly playing out.
Lesson: Promises made to you o�en show up first as ordinary, hard-won progress in 
daily life, not as instant miracles. Expect the follow-through to look like real effort 
mee�ng real opportunity.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:1 - parallel account; 1 Samuel 17:4 - Gath as Goliath's home city, 
now brought under David's control.

18:2 (KJV) And he smote Moab; and the Moabites became David’s servants, and brought 
gi�s.
(B:E Project) David also defeated Moab, and the Moabites became his subjects, paying 
tribute.

Context: Moab, east of the Dead Sea, had earlier links to David's own family - his great-
grandmother Ruth was a Moabite - making this conquest historically loaded.

     CHAPTER 18

Lesson: When you ask for something good for yourself, try tying it to a purpose bigger 
than just your own comfort or legacy. That reframing changes both how you ask and 
how you'll use what you receive.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:26 - parallel; Ma�hew 6:9-10 - 'hallowed be thy name... thy 
kingdom come,' a similar priority.

17:25 (KJV) For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant that thou wilt build him an house: 
therefore thy servant hath found in his heart to pray before thee.
(B:E Project) 'For you, my God, have told your servant that you will build him a house; 
that is why your servant has found the courage in his heart to pray this prayer before 
you.'

Context: David explains what emboldened this bold prayer - God's own prior promise 
gave him the confidence to ask so directly.
Meaning: Confidence in prayer, here, is shown to be a response to what's already been 
revealed, not presump�on invented out of nowhere.
Lesson: Your boldest requests should be rooted in what you already know to be true and 
promised, not in wishful guessing - that's what turns hope into confidence instead of 
anxiety.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:27 - parallel; 1 John 5:14 - confidence in asking 'according to his 
will.'

17:26 (KJV) And now, LORD, thou art God, and hast promised this goodness unto thy servant:
(B:E Project) 'And now, LORD, you are God, and you have promised this good thing to 
your servant.'

Context: A short, direct affirma�on resta�ng both God's iden�ty and the specific 
promise just given, as the prayer nears its close.
Meaning: The repe��on func�ons almost like David anchoring himself, resta�ng the 
two bedrock facts he's standing on.
Lesson: When you're overwhelmed or uncertain, it helps to simply restate what you 
know to be solidly true rather than spiralling into what-ifs.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:28 - parallel; Numbers 23:19 - 'God is not a man, that he should lie.'

17:27 (KJV) Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may be 
before thee for ever: for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.
(B:E Project) 'Now therefore, may it please you to bless the house of your servant, that 
it may con�nue before you forever; for you, LORD, bless it, and it will be blessed forever.'

Context: The prayer's closing line - a final humble request for blessing, res�ng on 
confidence that God's blessing, once given, is genuinely las�ng.
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(B:E Project) When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadarezer, David killed 
twenty-two thousand of them.

Context: Damascus, another Aramean power, intervenes on Hadarezer's behalf and is 
decisively defeated too - the record doesn't so�en the scale of the killing.
Meaning: This is honest ancient-warfare history, recorded plainly, reflec�ng the brutal 
reality of establishing a kingdom's borders in that era.
Lesson: I don't ask you to pretend history, or your own history, was gentler than it was. 
Facing hard truths honestly, without flinching or glorifying them, is part of genuine 
integrity.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:5 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 22:8 - later reflec�on that David's 
extensive bloodshed disqualified him from building the temple himself.

18:6 (KJV) Then David put garrisons in Syriadamascus; and the Syrians became David’s 
servants, and brought gi�s. Thus the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went.
(B:E Project) David then sta�oned garrisons in Syrian Damascus, and the Syrians became 
his subjects, paying tribute. The LORD gave David victory wherever he went.

Context: A summary statement credi�ng these consistent military successes not merely 
to David's skill but to divine favour.
Meaning: The narrator's theological framing doesn't erase David's own competence 
and effort - both are held together as true.
Lesson: Your own hard work and a sense that something greater than you is suppor�ng 
you aren't in compe��on - both can be genuinely true of your own successes.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:6 - parallel; 1 Samuel 18:14 - David behaving wisely because the 
LORD was with him.

18:7 (KJV) And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of Hadarezer, and 
brought them to Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) David took the gold shields carried by Hadarezer's officers and brought 
them to Jerusalem.

Context: War spoils, especially precious metal items, become part of Jerusalem's 
growing wealth and pres�ge as the new capital.
Meaning: These captured treasures are tangible evidence of victory brought home and, 
later, dedicated to religious use rather than personal luxury.
Lesson: What you gain through hard-won effort is worth pu�ng toward something 
meaningful and las�ng, not simply spent on yourself alone.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:7 - parallel; 1 Kings 10:16-17 - Solomon later making his own gold 
shields, echoing this wealth.

Meaning: The victory brings a former ally-by-marriage na�on under tribute, poli�cal and 
military reality overriding older family �es.
Lesson: Complicated history with someone, even genuine family connec�on, doesn't 
automa�cally dictate every future rela�onship. Situa�ons change, and so must your 
response to them.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:2 - parallel; Ruth 1:4 - Ruth the Moabitess, David's great-
grandmother.

18:3 (KJV) And David smote Hadarezer king of Zobah unto Hamath, as he went to stablish his 
dominion by the river Euphrates.
(B:E Project) David also defeated Hadarezer, king of Zobah, as far as Hamath, while 
Hadarezer was trying to extend his own control to the Euphrates river.

Context: Zobah was a powerful Aramean kingdom to the north; this campaign extends 
Israel's influence toward its furthest promised northern border.
Meaning: The victory pushes Israel's sphere of influence up to the edge of the land 
originally promised to Abraham.
Lesson: Some�mes achieving what was long promised to you takes real, sustained 
effort over years, not passive wai�ng for it to simply arrive.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:3 - parallel; Genesis 15:18 - the Euphrates named as Israel's 
promised northern boundary.

18:4 (KJV) And David took from him a thousand chariots, and seven thousand horsemen, and 
twenty thousand footmen: David also houghed all the chariot horses, but reserved of 
them an hundred chariots.
(B:E Project) David captured a thousand chariots, seven thousand horsemen, and 
twenty thousand foot soldiers from him; he hamstrung nearly all the chariot horses, 
keeping only enough for a hundred chariots.

Context: Houghing, cu�ng the leg tendons, disabled the war-horses for chariot use - a 
deliberate choice, since Israel's law discouraged relying on horse-heavy armies.
Meaning: David's restraint - not keeping the full captured cavalry - reflects a convic�on 
that Israel's security shouldn't rest on massed military hardware.
Lesson: Having the means to hoard more power or advantage doesn't mean you should 
keep all of it. Real strength some�mes shows itself in deliberate restraint.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:4 - parallel; Deuteronomy 17:16 - Israel's king warned against 
mul�plying horses.

18:5 (KJV) And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadarezer king of Zobah, David 
slew of the Syrians two and twenty thousand men.
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Meaning: This episode shows diplomacy and alliance-building alongside warfare - not 
every rela�onship in the chapter is se�led by force.
Lesson: Not every situa�on calls for conflict. Some�mes the wisest response to 
someone else's success, especially if it benefits you too, is genuine congratula�on and 
goodwill, not resentment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:10 - parallel, where the son's name is given as Joram.

18:11 (KJV) Them also king David dedicated unto the LORD, with the silver and the gold that he 
brought from all these na�ons; from Edom, and from Moab, and from the children of 
Ammon, and from the Philis�nes, and from Amalek.
(B:E Project) King David dedicated all of this to the LORD, along with the silver and gold 
he had taken from all these na�ons - Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philis�nes, and 
Amalek.

Context: A summary statement naming all the defeated na�ons and confirming the 
accumulated wealth was set apart for sacred use.
Meaning: David's ins�nct with plunder is dedica�on rather than hoarding - turning the 
spoils of war toward worship rather than personal luxury.
Lesson: When life brings you unexpected gain, consider dedica�ng some of it to 
something bigger than your own comfort - that choice shapes what the gain ul�mately 
means.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:11-12 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 22:14 - David's later account of 
resources gathered for the temple.

18:12 (KJV) Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah slew of the Edomites in the valley of salt 
eighteen thousand.
(B:E Project) Abishai son of Zeruiah killed eighteen thousand Edomites in the Valley of 
Salt.

Context: Abishai, one of David's key military commanders and nephew, leads this 
par�cular campaign against Edom.
Meaning: The verse credits a specific named commander, not David personally, 
showing the kingdom's success depended on a wider circle of capable leaders.
Lesson: Real achievement is almost always a team effort. Give credit by name to the 
people around you who do the hard, dangerous work that makes shared success 
possible.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:13 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 2:16 - Zeruiah listed as David's sister, 
mother of Abishai and Joab.

18:13 (KJV) And he put garrisons in Edom; and all the Edomites became David’s servants. Thus 
the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went.

18:8 (KJV) Likewise from Tibhath, and from Chun, ci�es of Hadarezer, brought David very 
much brass, wherewith Solomon made the brasen sea, and the pillars, and the vessels of 
brass.
(B:E Project) From Tibhath and Chun, ci�es belonging to Hadarezer, David took a great 
quan�ty of bronze, which Solomon later used to make the bronze basin, the pillars, and 
other bronze ar�cles for the temple.

Context: Explicitly links David's military conquests to material later used in Solomon's 
temple.
Meaning: Though David couldn't build the temple personally, his labour s�ll materially 
contributes to it - his legacy folds into his son's completed project.
Lesson: You may not get to finish the project closest to your own heart, but the work you 
do now can s�ll become the material someone else uses to complete it. That's not 
failure, it's contribu�on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:8 - parallel; 1 Kings 7:23-26 - Solomon's construc�on of the bronze 
sea from this material.

18:9 (KJV) Now when Tou king of Hamath heard how David had smi�en all the host of 
Hadarezer king of Zobah;
(B:E Project) When Tou, king of Hamath, heard that David had defeated the en�re army 
of Hadarezer, king of Zobah...

Context: News of David's victory travels to a neighbouring king who had his own history 
of conflict with Hadarezer, se�ng up a diploma�c response rather than further war.
Meaning: David's growing reputa�on begins to shi� regional poli�cs - former rivals of his 
enemies now seek him out as a poten�al ally.
Lesson: How you handle conflict and victory shapes how people who aren't even 
directly involved come to see and relate to you a�erward. Reputa�on travels further 
than you think.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:9 - parallel.

18:10 (KJV) He sent Hadoram his son to king David, to enquire of his welfare, and to 
congratulate him, because he had fought against Hadarezer, and smi�en him; (for 
Hadarezer had war with Tou;) and with him all manner of vessels of gold and silver and 
brass.
(B:E Project) Tou sent his son Hadoram to King David to greet him and congratulate him 
for defea�ng Hadarezer, since Tou himself had been at war with Hadarezer, bringing all 
kinds of gold, silver and bronze ar�cles.

Context: A diploma�c gesture - Tou, previously at odds with Hadarezer, now seeks 
friendly rela�ons with David through his son as envoy.
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18:16 (KJV) And Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Abimelech the son of Abiathar, were the priests; 
and Shavsha was scribe;
(B:E Project) Zadok son of Ahitub and Abimelech son of Abiathar were the priests, and 
Shavsha was secretary.

Context: Two priestly lines, Zadok's and Abiathar's family, serve jointly at this point in 
David's reign, though Zadok's line will later prevail under Solomon.
Meaning: This dual-priesthood arrangement reflects a period of poli�cal balance 
between two priestly houses, later resolved when Solomon removes Abiathar's line.
Lesson: Some�mes stability in your own life or work depends on holding two different 
perspec�ves, people, or interests in balance for a season, even if it can't last forever.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:17 - parallel; 1 Kings 2:26-27,35 - Solomon later deposing Abiathar 
and eleva�ng Zadok alone.

18:17 (KJV) And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and 
the sons of David were chief about the king.
(B:E Project) Benaiah son of Jehoiada was in charge of the Cherethites and Pelethites, 
David's royal bodyguard; and David's own sons held chief posi�ons close to the king.

Context: Closes the chapter's administra�ve list - Benaiah commands the elite royal 
guard, while David's sons serve in prominent roles near the throne.
Meaning: The chapter that began with ba�lefield victories ends with a se�led, 
func�oning royal household and government - conquest translated into ordered peace.
Lesson: The goal of hard-won struggle isn't struggle itself, but eventually reaching a 
se�led, well-ordered life where the people you trust are given real responsibility around 
you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:18 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 27:1-34 - fuller later lis�ng of David's 
officials and army divisions.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 19

Chapter 19 tells the story of a conflict that began between Israel and the Ammonites. A�er the 
death of Nahash, the Ammonite king, King David sent messengers to express sympathy to 
Nahash's son, Hanun. However, Hanun's advisors wrongly convinced him that David's men were 
actually spies. As a result, Hanun publicly shamed David's messengers in a very disrespec�ul way. 
This deeply angered David. Realising their mistake, the Ammonites hired many Syrian soldiers 
from various regions to prepare for war against Israel. David sent his experienced general Joab, 
who skillfully led the Israelite army to victory over the combined Ammonite and Syrian forces. 
Later, when the Syrians gathered an even larger army, David himself led the Israelites across the 
Jordan River, achieving a decisive victory. This defeat caused the Syrians to surrender, make peace 

     CHAPTER 19

(B:E Project) David placed garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites became his 
subjects. The LORD gave David victory wherever he went.

Context: Closes the military sec�on with the same refrain as verse 6 - garrisons, 
subjuga�on, divine preserva�on repeated for emphasis.
Meaning: The repeated refrain across mul�ple victories builds a cumula�ve picture of 
consistent, not one-off, success a�ributed to divine backing.
Lesson: Consistency over �me, not just one lucky win, is what really tes�fies to 
something dependable at work in your life. Look for the pa�ern, not just the single 
moment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:14 - parallel; Genesis 27:40 - earlier prophecy that Esau's 
descendants would eventually serve Jacob's line.

18:14 (KJV) So David reigned over all Israel, and executed judgment and jus�ce among all his 
people.
(B:E Project) So David reigned over all Israel, administering jus�ce and fairness to all his 
people.

Context: A summary transi�on, moving from military conquest to internal governance - 
David's reign now described in terms of just rule.
Meaning: The narrator pairs military strength with moral governance - conquest alone 
isn't the measure of a good king; jus�ce for his own people is.
Lesson: However much external success or power you gain, what ma�ers most is how 
fairly and justly you treat the people directly under your care and influence.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:15 - parallel; Psalm 72:1-2 - a prayer for a king who judges with 
righteousness.

18:15 (KJV) And Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the host; and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, 
recorder.
(B:E Project) Joab son of Zeruiah commanded the army, and Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud 
was the recorder.

Context: Begins David's cabinet list - Joab, his nephew, is the ruthless but highly capable 
commander of Israel's forces throughout David's reign.
Meaning: Naming specific administra�ve roles shows a func�oning, organised 
government, not just a warrior-king ruling by personal charisma alone.
Lesson: Good, las�ng leadership depends on building a real team with clear roles, not 
trying to do and remember everything yourself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:16 - parallel; 1 Chronicles 11:6 - Joab first made commander for 
capturing Jerusalem.
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Context: Hanun's advisors poison the diploma�c gesture with suspicion, a classic case of 
misreading inten�ons through a lens of fear and cynicism.
Meaning: The verse is a study in how paranoia and bad counsel can turn a genuine 
kindness into a perceived threat, se�ng off a chain reac�on that didn't need to happen.
Lesson: Be careful whose voice shapes how you interpret other people's ac�ons - 
suspicion fed by people who don't know the full story can turn a friend into an enemy in 
your mind before anything has actually gone wrong.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:3 - the parallel verse with the same accusa�on from Hanun's 
princes.

19:4 (KJV) Wherefore Hanun took David’s servants, and shaved them, and cut off their 
garments in the midst hard by their bu�ocks, and sent them away.
(B:E Project) So Hanun seized David's men, shaved off half their beards, cut their robes 
short at the hips, and sent them away like that.

Context: This was a calculated, humilia�ng insult in the ancient Near East - shaving a 
man's beard and exposing him publicly stripped him of dignity, roughly equivalent to a 
severe public shaming today.
Meaning: The verse shows how quickly bad advice escalates into an act that guarantees 
war - Hanun didn't just reject David's gesture, he chose maximum humilia�on, making 
conflict almost inevitable.
Lesson: Watch how quickly one act of contempt can lock two sides into a cycle they can't 
easily walk back from - think about the door you're closing before you act out of fear or 
wounded pride.
See Also: Isaiah 50:6 - beard-plucking and public shaming used elsewhere as an image of 
extreme humilia�on.

19:5 (KJV) Then there went certain, and told David how the men were served. And he sent to 
meet them: for the men were greatly ashamed. And the king said, Tarry at Jericho un�l 
your beards be grown, and then return.
(B:E Project) When David heard how his men had been treated, he sent people to meet 
them, because the men were deeply humiliated. The king told them, 'Stay in Jericho 
un�l your beards grow back, then come home.'

Context: David responds with compassion rather than immediately reac�ng militarily - 
protec�ng his men's dignity by le�ng them recover privately before facing the public.
Meaning: This small act of prac�cal kindness - sparing his men further shame - shows 
David's sensi�vity to human dignity even in a moment that will lead to war.
Lesson: When someone you care about has been humiliated, give them space and �me 
to heal rather than forcing them back into the spotlight before they're ready - protec�ng 
someone's dignity is a real act of love.

with David, and become his subjects, ending their support for the Ammonites.

19:1 (KJV) Now it came to pass a�er this, that Nahash the king of the children of Ammon died, 
and his son reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) Time passed, and Nahash, king of the Ammonites, died; his son took over 
as king.

Context: This opens a new episode in David's reign, shi�ing to foreign rela�ons. Nahash 
had earlier shown kindness to David, which sets up the story that follows.
Meaning: A simple transi�on line, but it sets the stage for how quickly diploma�c 
goodwill can be misread and turned into conflict when a new, less trus�ng genera�on 
takes power.
Lesson: I know how easily loyalty from one genera�on doesn't automa�cally pass to the 
next - approach new rela�onships with an open hand, not assump�ons built on the past.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:1 - the parallel account of this same event, almost word for word.

19:2 (KJV) And David said, I will shew kindness unto Hanun the son of Nahash, because his 
father shewed kindness to me. And David sent messengers to comfort him concerning his 
father. So the servants of David came into the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun, 
to comfort him.
(B:E Project) David decided to be kind to Hanun, Nahash's son, because Nahash had 
once been kind to him. So David sent messengers to console Hanun over his father's 
death, and David's men travelled to Ammon to comfort him.

Context: David remembers a debt of gra�tude - perhaps from his earlier years as a 
fugi�ve - and tries to extend a diploma�c gesture of condolence to a neighbouring king.
Meaning: This shows David ac�ng from genuine goodwill and memory of a past 
kindness, trying to build peace through a simple gesture rather than poli�cal 
manoeuvring.
Lesson: Remembering kindness done to you and repaying it, even to someone new in 
the rela�onship, is exactly the kind of quiet decency I want from you - keep doing good 
even when there's no guarantee it will be received well.
See Also: Romans 12:18 - 'as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men', exactly 
David's approach here.

19:3 (KJV) But the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun, Thinkest thou that David 
doth honour thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto thee? are not his servants 
come unto thee for to search, and to overthrow, and to spy out the land?
(B:E Project) But the Ammonite officials told Hanun, 'Do you really think David is 
honouring your father by sending comforters? Isn't it obvious his men have come to spy 
out the land and prepare to conquer it?'
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Context: David responds to the mercenary buildup by deploying his most capable 
general and elite troops rather than going himself at this stage.
Meaning: This shows David delega�ng wisely, trus�ng his proven commander Joab to 
lead in a fight that has now become unavoidable.
Lesson: Knowing when to lead personally and when to trust someone capable to act on 
your behalf is real wisdom - you don't have to carry every ba�le yourself.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:6 - Joab's earlier appointment as commander-in-chief of 
David's army.

19:9 (KJV) And the children of Ammon came out, and put the ba�le in array before the gate 
of the city: and the kings that were come were by themselves in the field.
(B:E Project) The Ammonites lined up for ba�le at the entrance of their city, while the 
kings who had come to help them were posi�oned separately out in the open field.

Context: This sets up a two-front situa�on for Joab - enemies near the city and hired 
Syrian kings out in open ground.
Meaning: The verse describes the tac�cal dilemma Joab now faces, figh�ng on two 
fronts against a combined coali�on.
Lesson: Life some�mes puts pressure on you from more than one direc�on at once - 
what ma�ers is not panicking, but thinking clearly about how to meet each challenge 
with the right response.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:8 - parallel descrip�on of the same ba�le forma�on.

19:10 (KJV) Now when Joab saw that the ba�le was set against him before and behind, he 
chose out of all the choice of Israel, and put them in array against the Syrians.
(B:E Project) When Joab saw that he was facing enemies both in front and behind, he 
picked out Israel's best fighters and posi�oned them against the Syrians.

Context: Joab demonstrates tac�cal skill, recognising the double threat and spli�ng his 
forces strategically to meet the stronger enemy - the Syrian mercenaries - with his best 
troops.
Meaning: This shows careful, wise leadership under pressure - correctly iden�fying 
which threat needs the strongest response.
Lesson: When you're surrounded by more than one problem, work out which one truly 
needs your best effort first, rather than spreading yourself thin trying to handle 
everything equally at once.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:9 - the parallel verse on Joab's tac�cal arrangement.

19:11 (KJV) And the rest of the people he delivered unto the hand of Abishai his brother, and 
they set themselves in array against the children of Ammon.

See Also: 2 Samuel 10:5 - the parallel account of the same instruc�on.

19:6 (KJV) And when the children of Ammon saw that they had made themselves odious to 
David, Hanun and the children of Ammon sent a thousand talents of silver to hire them 
chariots and horsemen out of Mesopotamia, and out of Syriamaachah, and out of 
Zobah.
(B:E Project) When the Ammonites realised they had made themselves hated by David, 
Hanun and his people sent a huge sum - a thousand talents of silver - to hire chariots and 
horsemen from Mesopotamia, Syria-Maachah, and Zobah.

Context: Rather than seeking reconcilia�on, the Ammonites escalate, hiring foreign 
mercenary armies to prepare for the war they now expect.
Meaning: This captures a common human pa�ern: instead of admi�ng a mistake and 
repairing it, people o�en escalate further to protect themselves from consequences 
they fear, making things worse.
Lesson: When you sense you've wronged someone, the way forward is honesty and 
repair, not building bigger defences - throwing more resources at covering a mistake 
rarely solves the real problem underneath it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:6 - the parallel record of the Ammonites hiring Syrian 
mercenaries.

19:7 (KJV) So they hired thirty and two thousand chariots, and the king of Maachah and his 
people; who came and pitched before Medeba. And the children of Ammon gathered 
themselves together from their ci�es, and came to ba�le.
(B:E Project) They hired thirty-two thousand chariots along with the king of Maachah 
and his troops, who came and camped near Medeba. Meanwhile the Ammonites 
gathered from their ci�es and prepared for ba�le.

Context: The scale of the mercenary force shows how seriously the Ammonites now 
feared Israel's response, assembling a substan�al coali�on against David.
Meaning: The verse marks the point of no return - both sides are now militarily 
commi�ed, a direct result of a diploma�c gesture badly misread.
Lesson: No�ce how one small refusal to trust another person's good inten�ons can 
snowball into something far bigger than anyone intended - de-escala�on is always 
cheaper than the fight that follows pride.
See Also: Numbers 21:30 - Medeba men�oned earlier in Israel's history near Moab's 
territory.

19:8 (KJV) And when David heard of it, he sent Joab, and all the host of the mighty men.
(B:E Project) When David heard about this, he sent Joab out with the en�re army of 
experienced figh�ng men.
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19:14 (KJV) So Joab and the people that were with him drew nigh before the Syrians unto the 
ba�le; and they fled before him.
(B:E Project) So Joab and his troops advanced to fight the Syrians, and the Syrians fled 
before him.

Context: The ba�le turns quickly in Israel's favour once engaged, the mercenary Syrian 
force breaking and running.
Meaning: The verse shows that the huge, expensively hired army wasn't as formidable 
as its size suggested - courage and convic�on outmatched numbers.
Lesson: Don't be in�midated by the size or apparent strength of what's in front of you - 
convic�on and clear purpose o�en outlast what merely looks impressive on the surface.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:47 - 'the ba�le is the LORD's', David's own words before facing 
Goliath, echoing this same principle.

19:15 (KJV) And when the children of Ammon saw that the Syrians were fled, they likewise fled 
before Abishai his brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) When the Ammonites saw the Syrians running away, they also fled from 
Abishai and retreated into their city. Then Joab went back to Jerusalem.

Context: With their mercenary allies defeated, the Ammonites lose their nerve too, 
retrea�ng behind their walls; this round of the conflict ends with Israel's forces 
withdrawing rather than pressing a siege.
Meaning: The verse shows how one side's collapse can cause the other's confidence to 
collapse too - fear spreads as fast as courage.
Lesson: The people and things you lean on for confidence ma�er - if your courage 
depends en�rely on someone else standing firm, it can vanish the moment they falter. 
Build a steadier founda�on than that.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:14 - the parallel account of this retreat and Joab's return.

19:16 (KJV) And when the Syrians saw that they were put to the worse before Israel, they sent 
messengers, and drew forth the Syrians that were beyond the river: and Shophach the 
captain of the host of Hadarezer went before them.
(B:E Project) When the Syrians realised they had been defeated by Israel, they sent for 
reinforcements - more Syrian troops from beyond the Euphrates River - led by 
Shophach, the commander of Hadarezer's army.

Context: The Syrians regroup for a second, larger confronta�on, bringing in Hadarezer's 
forces from further afield under an experienced commander.
Meaning: This shows the persistence of the threat - one defeat doesn't end the conflict, 
it just raises the stakes for round two.

(B:E Project) He put the rest of the troops under the command of his brother Abishai, 
and they lined up against the Ammonites.

Context: Joab splits command with his brother Abishai, showing trust in family and a 
clear division of responsibility for the two-front ba�le.
Meaning: The verse highlights teamwork and shared leadership - Joab doesn't try to 
command everything alone, but delegates a major responsibility to someone he trusts.
Lesson: Sharing responsibility with people you trust, especially family, isn't a weakness - 
it's o�en exactly how a hard task gets done well.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 2:16 - Abishai's family connec�on to Joab as sons of Zeruiah, 
David's sister.

19:12 (KJV) And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, then thou shalt help me: but if the 
children of Ammon be too strong for thee, then I will help thee.
(B:E Project) Joab said to Abishai, 'If the Syrians prove too strong for me, come and help 
me. But if the Ammonites are too strong for you, I'll come and help you.'

Context: Joab lays out a mutual-support plan between the two forces, ensuring neither 
brother is le� to fight alone if the ba�le turns against them.
Meaning: This is a picture of prac�cal solidarity - a plan built on the assump�on that 
people will actually show up for each other when things go wrong.
Lesson: Build real agreements with the people around you - not just good inten�ons, but 
a concrete plan for showing up when the other person needs help. That's what love in 
ac�on looks like.
See Also: Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 - 'two are be�er than one... if they fall, the one will li� up 
his fellow.'

19:13 (KJV) Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, and for 
the ci�es of our God: and let the LORD do that which is good in his sight.
(B:E Project) Joab said, 'Be strong, and let's fight bravely for our people and for the ci�es 
of our God. And let the LORD do what he thinks is best.'

Context: Before the ba�le, Joab rallies the troops with a mix of prac�cal courage and 
trust that the outcome ul�mately rests beyond human control.
Meaning: This verse balances two things well - giving your full effort and courage, while 
also accep�ng that you can't control every outcome. It's neither passive nor arrogant.
Lesson: Do your very best with everything in your control, then let go of the outcome - 
that combina�on of full effort and genuine trust is what real courage looks like, not 
anxious grasping for certainty.
See Also: Joshua 1:9 - 'be strong and of a good courage', the same charge given to 
Joshua before entering the land.
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help the children of Ammon any more.
(B:E Project) When Hadarezer's allies saw they had been defeated by Israel, they made 
peace with David and became subject to him. A�er that, the Syrians refused to help the 
Ammonites again.

Context: This closes the chapter's conflict - the Syrian coali�on surrenders and switches 
allegiance, isola�ng the Ammonites who started the whole affair with their insult to 
David's messengers.
Meaning: The verse shows how the Ammonites' original act of paranoia and humilia�on 
ended up cos�ng them their strongest ally, leaving them isolated - the price of choosing 
suspicion over trust.
Lesson: Think about the long-term cost of choosing pride and suspicion over trust and 
goodwill - what seems like self-protec�on in the moment can end up leaving you far 
more exposed than simply extending good faith.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:19 - the parallel conclusion of the war narra�ve.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 20

Chapter 20 recounts further military successes during King David's reign. It begins by detailing 
Joab, David's general, leading the Israelite army to conquer the Ammonite capital city, Rabbah, 
while David stayed in Jerusalem. David then claimed the Ammonite king's valuable crown and 
treated the defeated Ammonite people very harshly. The chapter then shi�s to describe three 
separate ba�les against the Philis�nes, where specific giant warriors were bravely defeated and 
killed by David's powerful soldiers, showing Israel's con�nued strength and victory over their 
enemies.

20:1 (KJV) And it came to pass, that a�er the year was expired, at the �me that kings go out 
to ba�le, Joab led forth the power of the army, and wasted the country of the children of 
Ammon, and came and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jerusalem. And Joab 
smote Rabbah, and destroyed it.
(B:E Project) The following spring, at the �me when kings usually went out to war, Joab 
led the army out, devastated the land of the Ammonites, and laid siege to their capital, 
Rabbah. But David stayed behind in Jerusalem. Joab a�acked Rabbah and destroyed it.

Context: This con�nues directly from chapter 19's war, finishing off the Ammonites. 
Notably, this chapter omits the Bathsheba and Uriah episode found in the parallel 2 
Samuel 11 account - Chronicles focuses on David's public achievements rather than his 
private failures.
Meaning: The verse marks the final phase of the Ammonite war, and its brief tone 
(compared to 2 Samuel's fuller account) is itself notable - Chronicles is selec�ve about 
what it records, favouring the building of the na�on over personal scandal.

     CHAPTER 20

Lesson: Some challenges in life don't resolve a�er a single victory - be ready for the fact 
that real change or real peace some�mes takes more than one round of effort.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:16 - the parallel verse naming this commander (called Shobach 
there).

19:17 (KJV) And it was told David; and he gathered all Israel, and passed over Jordan, and came 
upon them, and set the ba�le in array against them. So when David had put the ba�le in 
array against the Syrians, they fought with him.
(B:E Project) When David was told of this, he gathered the whole army of Israel, crossed 
the Jordan River, and posi�oned his forces against the Syrians, who then engaged him in 
ba�le.

Context: This �me David leads personally, recognising the seriousness of a renewed, 
larger threat, rather than sending Joab alone.
Meaning: The verse shows David stepping up to lead directly when the stakes rise, 
rather than always delega�ng - good leadership knows when personal presence is 
required.
Lesson: There are moments that call for you to show up in person, not just send help - 
knowing when your own presence and commitment ma�er most is part of caring well 
for the people who depend on you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:17 - the parallel descrip�on of David personally leading the army 
across the Jordan.

19:18 (KJV) But the Syrians fled before Israel; and David slew of the Syrians seven thousand 
men which fought in chariots, and forty thousand footmen, and killed Shophach the 
captain of the host.
(B:E Project) But the Syrians fled before Israel. David killed seven thousand of their 
chariot fighters and forty thousand foot soldiers, and he also killed Shophach, the army 
commander.

Context: This is a decisive and costly defeat for the Syrian coali�on, ending their capacity 
to threaten Israel militarily for the �me being.
Meaning: The verse honestly records the scale of ancient warfare's brutality, without 
glorifying it - it simply reports a ba�le's outcome that reshaped the regional balance of 
power.
Lesson: I don't ask you to celebrate violence, even when history records it plainly - what 
ma�ers is recognising how one na�on's fear and pride escalated into enormous loss of 
life, and choosing peace whenever you have the chance to.
See Also: 2 Samuel 10:18 - the parallel casualty record from this same ba�le.

19:19 (KJV) And when the servants of Hadarezer saw that they were put to the worse before 
Israel, they made peace with David, and became his servants: neither would the Syrians 
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See Also: 2 Samuel 12:31 - the parallel account of the treatment of the Ammonite 
popula�on.

20:4 (KJV) And it came to pass a�er this, that there arose war at Gezer with the Philis�nes; at 
which �me Sibbechai the Hushathite slew Sippai, that was of the children of the giant: 
and they were subdued.
(B:E Project) A�er this, war broke out with the Philis�nes at Gezer. Sibbechai the 
Hushathite killed Sippai, one of the descendants of the giants, and the Philis�nes were 
subdued.

Context: The narra�ve shi�s to a series of shorter ba�les against the Philis�nes, 
featuring notable warriors on both sides, including descendants of the giants associated 
with Goliath.
Meaning: This introduces a mini-catalogue of heroic victories, showing that Israel's 
strength con�nued even in smaller, less famous engagements - not every victory needs 
a king at the centre to ma�er.
Lesson: Not every meaningful act of courage gets a big spotlight - Sibbechai's victory is 
recorded by name even though he's not one of the most famous figures in the story, and 
I no�ce and value the courage of people who never become well known.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:29 - Sibbechai listed among David's mighty men elsewhere in 
Chronicles.

20:5 (KJV) And there was war again with the Philis�nes; and Elhanan the son of Jair slew 
Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gi�te, whose spear staff was like a weaver’s beam.
(B:E Project) There was another war with the Philis�nes, and Elhanan, son of Jair, killed 
Lahmi, the brother of Goliath the Gi�te, whose spear sha� was as thick as a weaver's 
beam.

Context: This clarifies an apparent discrepancy with 2 Samuel 21:19 (which in some 
readings seems to say Elhanan killed Goliath himself); Chronicles specifies it was 
Goliath's brother Lahmi, harmonising the two accounts.
Meaning: The verse honours another lesser-known warrior for a significant victory 
against a giant warrior from the same family that produced Goliath, echoing David's 
earlier famous triumph.
Lesson: Great victories o�en run in families or pa�erns - one person's courage can 
inspire others to face the very things that once seemed unbeatable, in their own �me 
and their own way.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:4-7 - Goliath's descrip�on, matched almost exactly by his brother 
Lahmi's spear here.

20:6 (KJV) And yet again there was war at Gath, where was a man of great stature, whose 
fingers and toes were four and twenty, six on each hand, and six on each foot and he also 

Lesson: What gets le� out of a story some�mes ma�ers as much as what's included - I 
care about the whole truth of a person's life, including the parts they'd rather not have 
remembered, so be honest with yourself even when others aren't looking.
See Also: 2 Samuel 11:1 - the fuller parallel account, which includes the Bathsheba affair 
that Chronicles omits here.

20:2 (KJV) And David took the crown of their king from off his head, and found it to weigh a 
talent of gold, and there were precious stones in it; and it was set upon David’s head: and 
he brought also exceeding much spoil out of the city.
(B:E Project) David took the crown off the Ammonite king's head - it weighed about 
thirty-four kilograms of gold and was set with precious stones - and it was placed on 
David's own head. He also brought a great amount of plunder out of the city.

Context: This records the tangible spoils of victory, a crown so heavy it was likely 
ceremonial rather than wearable, symbolising Israel's dominance over Ammon.
Meaning: The verse shows the material outcome of the long conflict - conquest, wealth 
and symbolic transfer of power - though it says nothing about David's inner state or 
mo�ves here.
Lesson: Trophies and wealth won through conflict can look impressive, but they say 
nothing about the state of a person's heart - measure your life by more than what you've 
accumulated or conquered.
See Also: 2 Samuel 12:30 - the parallel account of David taking the crown.

20:3 (KJV) And he brought out the people that were in it, and cut them with saws, and with 
harrows of iron, and with axes. Even so dealt David with all the ci�es of the children of 
Ammon. And David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) David brought out the people of the city and put them to hard labour with 
saws, iron picks, and axes. He did the same to all the other Ammonite ci�es. Then David 
and his army returned to Jerusalem.

Context: This describes the harsh treatment of conquered peoples common in the 
ancient world - forced labour using the very tools of construc�on and agriculture, 
described starkly without commentary.
Meaning: This is one of the harder verses in the chapter - it records real brutality without 
so�ening it. It reflects the harsh reali�es of ancient warfare, and the text simply reports 
it rather than endorsing it as a model.
Lesson: I won't pretend history's violence away, but I also won't ask you to imitate it - 
what ma�ers now is how you treat people who are vulnerable or defeated in your own 
life, and I call you to mercy, not domina�on, whenever you hold power over someone 
else.
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Lesson: The credit for good things accomplished doesn't always belong to one person 
alone - a wise leader shares the honour of victory with everyone whose courage made 
it possible, and so should you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 21:22 - the parallel closing summary of these giant-slaying ba�les.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 21

Chapter 21 of 1 Chronicles details a significant wrongdoing by King David when he decided to 
conduct a military census of Israel, an act that displeased God. Despite the objec�ons of his 
general Joab, David proceeded with the count. As a consequence, God presented David with a 
choice of three severe punishments. David chose to place himself in God's hands, which resulted 
in a devasta�ng plague that took 70,000 lives. When David saw the angel of the Lord poised to 
strike Jerusalem, he deeply repented and interceded for his people. God then instructed David to 
build an altar at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. David purchased the site, offered 
sacrifices, and God responded with fire from heaven, immediately hal�ng the plague. This 
loca�on would later become the sacred site for the Temple.

21:1 (KJV) And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel.
(B:E Project) Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of the 
people.

Context: This is one of the few explicit men�ons of an adversarial 'Satan' figure in the Old 
Testament; interes�ngly, the parallel 2 Samuel 24:1 says it was the LORD's anger that 
moved David, showing how ancient writers could a�ribute the same event to different 
levels of causa�on.
Meaning: The verse raises a real ques�on about tempta�on and responsibility - 
whatever the ul�mate source of the impulse, David s�ll owns the choice and its 
consequences later in the chapter. It's a study in how a seemingly neutral act (coun�ng 
people) can flow from pride rather than being wrong in itself.
Lesson: When you feel pulled toward something that puffs up your sense of control or 
status, pause and ask where that pull is really coming from - not every impulse that 
enters your mind deserves to be acted on, and you're always responsible for the choice 
you make with it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:1 - the parallel account a�ribu�ng the same event to the LORD's 
anger against Israel; Job 1:6-12 - another instance of 'Satan' as an adversarial figure 
tes�ng a person.

21:2 (KJV) And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number Israel from 
Beersheba even to Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it.

     CHAPTER 21

was the son of the giant.
(B:E Project) There was s�ll more war, this �me at Gath, against a huge man who had six 
fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot - twenty-four in total - and who was also 
descended from the giants.

Context: This describes another Philis�ne warrior from Gath, the same city Goliath came 
from, marked by an unusual physical trait emphasising his in�mida�ng stature.
Meaning: The detail of the extra fingers and toes underscores how these giant warriors 
were remembered as genuinely formidable, larger-than-life threats that s�ll fell to 
ordinary Israelite soldiers.
Lesson: What looks unbeatable or overwhelming on the outside doesn't determine the 
outcome - courage and convic�on can s�ll overcome whatever in�midates you, 
however unusual or powerful it appears.
See Also: 2 Samuel 21:20 - the parallel descrip�on of this same giant warrior at Gath.

20:7 (KJV) But when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea David’s brother slew him.
(B:E Project) When this giant taunted and defied Israel, Jonathan, the son of David's 
brother Shimea, killed him.

Context: Another rela�ve of David's family dis�nguishes himself in ba�le, echoing the 
pa�ern where Goliath's taun�ng of Israel was answered decisively by a member of 
David's circle.
Meaning: The verse shows the theme of defiance mee�ng its match - just as David 
silenced Goliath's taunts, here his nephew silences another giant's contempt for Israel.
Lesson: Arrogance and contempt for others eventually meets its match - don't build 
your confidence on looking down on people, because the very thing you scorn may be 
exactly what brings you down.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:10 - Goliath's own defiance of Israel's armies, the same pa�ern 
repeated here.

20:8 (KJV) These were born unto the giant in Gath; and they fell by the hand of David, and by 
the hand of his servants.
(B:E Project) These giant warriors were all descendants of the giant of Gath, and they 
were all killed by David or by his soldiers.

Context: This closing summary verse �es together the mini-catalogue of giant-slaying 
victories in this chapter, credi�ng them collec�vely to David's reign and household.
Meaning: The verse rounds off the chapter by reminding the reader that these 
individual victories, though carried out by different men, all belong to the larger story 
and legacy of David's kingship.
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Lesson: Being able to hear 'are you sure about this?' from someone and actually change 
course is one of the hardest and most important skills in life - don't let your posi�on or 
pride make you deaf to good counsel.
See Also: Proverbs 12:15 - 'he that hearkeneth unto counsel is wise', directly relevant to 
David's failure here.

21:5 (KJV) And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David. And all they of 
Israel were a thousand thousand and an hundred thousand men that drew sword: and 
Judah was four hundred threescore and ten thousand men that drew sword.
(B:E Project) Joab reported the total to David: all Israel had one million one hundred 
thousand men able to fight with a sword, and Judah alone had four hundred and 
seventy thousand.

Context: This gives the staggering scale of Israel's military manpower at this point in 
David's reign, likely reflec�ng ancient coun�ng conven�ons or symbolic use of numbers, 
but s�ll communica�ng vast na�onal strength.
Meaning: The huge numbers underline exactly what made the census so temp�ng and 
so dangerous - a leader looking at numbers like this could easily start trus�ng sheer 
manpower rather than the deeper founda�ons of a na�on's wellbeing.
Lesson: Big numbers - of followers, money, achievements - can quietly become the thing 
you trust in instead of what's actually true and good. Watch for when a scoreboard starts 
to ma�er more to you than the substance behind it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:9 - the parallel verse giving slightly different figures for the same 
census.

21:6 (KJV) But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them: for the king’s word was 
abominable to Joab.
(B:E Project) But Joab did not include Levi and Benjamin in the count, because the king's 
command disgusted him.

Context: Joab's quiet act of par�al resistance - leaving out two tribes - shows his ongoing 
discomfort with the whole undertaking, perhaps stopping short of a full count out of 
con�nued unease.
Meaning: This small detail shows that even in obedience, Joab found a way to register 
his disapproval, incompletely carrying out an order he believed was wrong.
Lesson: Some�mes you have to go along with a decision you disagree with, but that 
doesn't mean you have to fully throw yourself behind it - it's possible to comply 
outwardly while s�ll holding onto your own conscience.
See Also: Numbers 1:47-49 - the earlier instruc�on that the Levites were never to be 
numbered among the figh�ng men, since they served a different role.

21:7 (KJV) And God was displeased with this thing; therefore he smote Israel.

(B:E Project) David told Joab and the leaders of the people, 'Go and count all the people 
of Israel, from Beersheba in the south to Dan in the north, and report the total number 
to me.'

Context: David orders a full na�onal census, covering the en�re territorial span of Israel, 
to know exactly how many figh�ng-age men he commands.
Meaning: On the surface this looks like ordinary administra�on, but the underlying 
mo�ve - knowing his own strength and power in numbers - is what makes it troubling, 
as the rest of the chapter reveals.
Lesson: Wan�ng to know the true state of things isn't wrong, but ask yourself honestly 
why you want to know - is it to serve others be�er, or to measure and inflate your own 
sense of power? The mo�ve underneath an ac�on ma�ers as much as the ac�on itself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:2 - the parallel instruc�on given to Joab.

21:3 (KJV) And Joab answered, The LORD make his people an hundred �mes so many more 
as they be: but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants? why then doth my 
lord require this thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to Israel?
(B:E Project) Joab replied, 'May the LORD mul�ply his people a hundred �mes over! But 
my lord the king, aren't they all already your servants? Why do you want to do this? Why 
would you bring guilt on Israel?'

Context: Joab, not usually known for moral restraint, pushes back against David here, 
sensing that the census is a mistake that will bring guilt or trouble on the na�on.
Meaning: This is a striking moment where a subordinate has the courage to ques�on his 
king's judgement - and he's right to. It shows that even flawed people can some�mes 
see clearly what a leader, blinded by pride, cannot.
Lesson: Don't dismiss a warning just because it comes from someone you don't normally 
respect for their wisdom - some�mes the person willing to say the hard, unpopular thing 
is doing you the greatest favour, and I want you to have the humility to actually listen.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:3 - the parallel record of Joab's objec�on.

21:4 (KJV) Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, 
and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) But the king insisted, overriding Joab's objec�on. So Joab le� and travelled 
throughout Israel, then returned to Jerusalem.

Context: Despite clear warning, David pushes ahead with his plan, and Joab, though 
unhappy, obeys his king's command.
Meaning: The verse shows how power can override wisdom when a leader refuses to 
be corrected - David had the chance to reconsider and didn't take it.
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See Also: 1 Samuel 22:5 - Gad's earlier appearance advising David during his years as a 
fugi�ve.

21:10 (KJV) Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things: choose thee 
one of them, that I may do it unto thee.
(B:E Project) 'Go and tell David: This is what the LORD says - I am offering you three 
op�ons. Choose one, and I will carry it out.'

Context: God responds to David's sin not with silence but with a real, if painful, choice - 
offering David some agency even within the coming judgement.
Meaning: The verse shows a kind of moral seriousness paired with genuine rela�onship 
- consequences are coming, but David isn't simply crushed without any voice in the 
ma�er.
Lesson: Even when consequences are unavoidable, I want you to know you s�ll have 
some say in how you face them - facing hard outcomes with honesty and some measure 
of choice is very different from simply being overwhelmed by fate.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:12 - the parallel verse offering David the same three choices.

21:11 (KJV) So Gad came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Choose thee
(B:E Project) Gad went to David and said, 'This is what the LORD says: choose for yourself 
-'

Context: This transi�onal verse leads directly into the specifics of the three op�ons laid 
out in the next verse.
Meaning: The verse marks the delivery of a genuinely weighty decision straight to David, 
with no one else able to make this choice for him.
Lesson: Some decisions in life can't be delegated or avoided - they land on you 
personally, and how you face that moment of choice reveals a great deal about your 
character.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:13 - the parallel introduc�on to the choice given to David.

21:12 (KJV) Either three years’ famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while 
that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the 
LORD, even the pes�lence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout 
all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him 
that sent me.
(B:E Project) 'Either three years of famine, or three months of being defeated and 
pursued by your enemies while the sword overtakes you, or three days of plague - the 
LORD's sword - with the angel of the LORD bringing destruc�on throughout the whole 
land of Israel. Now decide what answer I should take back to the one who sent me.'

(B:E Project) God was displeased with what had been done, and so he punished Israel 
for it.

Context: This confirms that the census itself, or the pride and self-reliance behind it, was 
genuinely wrong, se�ng up the judgement that follows.
Meaning: The verse states plainly that this wasn't a neutral administra�ve act - the 
underlying a�tude of trus�ng in numbers and strength rather than in something 
deeper had real consequences.
Lesson: Ac�ons that look harmless on the surface can carry a weight you don't see - 
what ma�ers most is the state of your heart behind what you do, and I care far more 
about that inner posture than about how something appears from the outside.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:1 - no�ng Israel itself was already under judgement even before 
David's census, showing consequences can be layered and communal.

21:8 (KJV) And David said unto God, I have sinned greatly, because I have done this thing: but 
now, I beseech thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.
(B:E Project) David said to God, 'I have sinned greatly by doing this. Please, take away the 
guilt of your servant, because I have acted very foolishly.'

Context: David quickly recognises his error and confesses it directly to God, without 
excuses or blame-shi�ing, even though he could point to the 'provoca�on' men�oned 
in verse 1.
Meaning: This is a genuine, humble confession - David doesn't try to jus�fy himself by 
blaming Satan or circumstances; he owns his mistake fully and asks for forgiveness.
Lesson: When you get something wrong, the fastest way through it is honest, full 
ownership - not excuses, not blaming what 'made' you do it. I meet real, humble 
confession with real mercy, every single �me.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:10 - the parallel record of David's confession; Psalm 51:3-4 - 
David's pa�ern of honest confession a�er wrongdoing, seen elsewhere too.

21:9 (KJV) And the LORD spake unto Gad, David’s seer, saying,
(B:E Project) The LORD spoke to Gad, who was David's prophet.

Context: Gad appears elsewhere in David's story as a prophe�c advisor (1 Samuel 22:5); 
here he becomes the messenger between God and David regarding the consequences 
of the census.
Meaning: This verse simply sets up the next stage - God's response comes through a 
trusted prophe�c voice already established in David's life.
Lesson: Having someone in your life who will speak hard truths to you honestly, 
consistently, over �me - like Gad was for David - is a real gi�. Value the people who tell 
you the truth, not just what you want to hear.
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See Also: 2 Samuel 24:15 - the parallel record of the plague's death toll.

21:15 (KJV) And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the 
LORD beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is 
enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of 
Ornan the Jebusite.
(B:E Project) God sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem, but as the angel was about to do 
it, the LORD looked and changed his mind about the destruc�on, and said to the angel, 
'That's enough! Stop now.' The angel of the LORD was standing at the threshing floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite.

Context: Just as the judgement reaches the capital city itself, it is halted - a pivotal 
moment of mercy that also iden�fies the specific loca�on, Ornan's threshing floor, that 
will become central to the rest of the chapter and eventually the Temple site.
Meaning: This verse captures a real turning point - judgement that could have 
con�nued is stopped, showing that mercy has the final word even in the middle of 
deserved consequences.
Lesson: However bad things have go�en because of your own mistakes, it's never too 
late for mercy to step in and change the course of events - don't assume the worst 
outcome is inevitable just because you deserve it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:16 - the parallel account of the angel being stayed at the same 
threshing floor; Jonah 3:10 - another instance of God relen�ng from planned 
judgement.

21:16 (KJV) And David li�ed up his eyes, and saw the angel of the LORD stand between the 
earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. 
Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces.
(B:E Project) David looked up and saw the angel of the LORD standing between the 
earth and the sky, holding a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. David and the 
elders of Israel, dressed in sackcloth, fell face down on the ground.

Context: David witnesses the judgement directly, a visceral and frightening image, and 
responds with the tradi�onal posture of deep grief, humility, and repentance.
Meaning: This drama�c image drives home just how seriously the situa�on was taken - 
David's response of falling face down in sackcloth shows total humility before the 
consequences of his own decision.
Lesson: When you see the real cost of your mistakes laid bare in front of you, the right 
response isn't to explain it away but to humble yourself completely - real change starts 
with facing the full weight of what happened, not minimising it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:17 - the parallel scene of David witnessing the angel's judgement.

Context: The three op�ons each represent a different kind of na�onal disaster - 
starva�on, military defeat, or plague - forcing David to weigh which form of suffering to 
risk.
Meaning: This verse confronts David, and the reader, with the harsh reality that some 
consequences, once set in mo�on, cannot simply be avoided - only chosen between, 
each one costly in a different way.
Lesson: Some�mes the choices life gives you are all hard ones - none of them painless. 
In those moments, what ma�ers is not finding an escape that doesn't exist, but choosing 
with wisdom and humility rather than panic or denial.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:13 - the parallel lis�ng of the three op�ons, with slightly different 
phrasing for the first.

21:13 (KJV) And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of the 
LORD; for very great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand of man.
(B:E Project) David said to Gad, 'I'm in a terrible situa�on. Please, let me fall into the 
LORD's hands, because his mercy is very great - but don't let me fall into human hands.'

Context: David makes his choice, op�ng to face God's judgement rather than human 
enemies or prolonged suffering, trus�ng that God's character includes mercy even in 
judgement.
Meaning: This is a profound statement of trust - even while accep�ng a severe 
punishment, David chooses to place himself under the character of mercy rather than 
the unpredictability of human cruelty.
Lesson: Even in consequences you've brought on yourself, there's wisdom in trus�ng a 
source of mercy bigger than human vengeance or circumstance - choose to face your 
hardest moments leaning toward mercy and hope, not despair.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:14 - the parallel statement of David's choice; Psalm 103:8 - 'The 
LORD is merciful and gracious', reflec�ng the very quality David appeals to here.

21:14 (KJV) So the LORD sent pes�lence upon Israel: and there fell of Israel seventy thousand 
men.
(B:E Project) So the LORD sent a plague on Israel, and seventy thousand men died.

Context: The chosen judgement falls, and the human cost is staggering and immediate 
- a direct, devasta�ng consequence of David's decision to take the census.
Meaning: The text doesn't so�en the reality here - a huge number of ordinary people 
paid the price for their king's decision, a hard truth about how one person's choices can 
ripple out and harm many others who had no part in making them.
Lesson: I want you to feel the full weight of this: the choices of people in power affect the 
lives of people who never had a say - if you ever hold responsibility over others, take that 
seriously, because your decisions are never only about you.
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Lesson: When you know the right thing to do to make amends, don't overthink it or 
delay - simple, prompt obedience to what you know is right is o�en the most powerful 
next step you can take.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:19 - the parallel note of David's obedience.

21:20 (KJV) And Ornan turned back, and saw the angel; and his four sons with him hid 
themselves. Now Ornan was threshing wheat.
(B:E Project) Ornan turned around and saw the angel, and his four sons, who were with 
him, hid themselves. Ornan had been threshing wheat at the �me.

Context: This gives a vivid, human detail - an ordinary farmer going about his daily work 
of threshing grain, suddenly confronted with a supernatural and terrifying sight.
Meaning: The verse grounds this cosmic drama in an u�erly ordinary moment - Ornan 
wasn't a priest or a king, just a man doing his job, and his life is about to intersect with 
the history of Israel's worship in a permanent way.
Lesson: You never know when an ordinary day of simple, honest work might become 
the se�ng for something far more significant than you expected - stay present and 
faithful in your everyday tasks, because you don't always see in advance where they will 
lead.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:20 - the parallel scene of Ornan (called Araunah there) reac�ng to 
the angel.

21:21 (KJV) And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked and saw David, and went out of the 
threshingfloor, and bowed himself to David with his face to the ground.
(B:E Project) As David approached, Ornan looked up, saw the king coming, went out to 
meet him, and bowed down to the ground before him.

Context: Ornan, a Jebusite (a member of the original Canaanite inhabitants of 
Jerusalem), shows full respect and submission to Israel's king David.
Meaning: This small gesture of respect from a non-Israelite toward David sets a tone of 
mutual honour for the transac�on about to take place - Ornan won't simply be strong-
armed, he's treated and treats David with dignity.
Lesson: Respect and dignity in how you treat others - especially people from outside 
your own group or background - opens the door to fair and honest dealings. How you 
greet someone o�en sets the tone for everything that follows.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:20 - the parallel account of Araunah/Ornan bowing before David.

21:22 (KJV) Then David said to Ornan, Grant me the place of this threshingfloor, that I may 
build an altar therein unto the LORD: thou shalt grant it me for the full price: that the 
plague may be stayed from the people.

21:17 (KJV) And David said unto God, Is it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? 
even I it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these sheep, what have they 
done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O LORD my God, be on me, and on my father’s house; 
but not on thy people, that they should be plagued.
(B:E Project) David said to God, 'Wasn't it I who ordered the census? I am the one who 
sinned and did wrong. But these people - like sheep - what have they done? LORD my 
God, please let your hand fall on me and my family, but not on your people, don't let 
them suffer this plague.'

Context: This is David's most personal and self-sacrificial moment in the chapter - he 
pleads to bear the punishment himself rather than let innocent people con�nue to 
suffer for his decision.
Meaning: David's willingness to take responsibility fully, and even ask to suffer in place 
of others, is one of the most striking moral moments in his story - real leadership taking 
ownership rather than deflec�ng blame downward.
Lesson: True leadership, and true love, means being willing to stand between the people 
you're responsible for and the consequences of your own failures, rather than le�ng 
them absorb a cost that should have been yours. That's the shape real sacrifice takes.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:17 - the parallel version of David's plea; John 10:11 - the image of 
a shepherd willing to lay down his life for the sheep, echoing David's own language here.

21:18 (KJV) Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go 
up, and set up an altar unto the LORD in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.
(B:E Project) Then the angel of the LORD told Gad to instruct David to go up and build an 
altar to the LORD on Ornan the Jebusite's threshing floor.

Context: The path to stopping the plague and restoring right rela�onship is given - not 
through more words, but through a concrete act of worship at a specific loca�on.
Meaning: This shows a consistent pa�ern - repentance leads to a real, tangible act, not 
just an internal feeling; David is told exactly what to do next.
Lesson: Genuine sorrow for wrongdoing should lead somewhere - to an actual changed 
ac�on, not just to feeling bad. If you've done wrong, look for the concrete step that 
repairs or restores what you can, and take it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:18 - the parallel instruc�on given through Gad.

21:19 (KJV) And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he spake in the name of the LORD.
(B:E Project) David went up, obeying what Gad had told him in the LORD's name.

Context: David's immediate obedience shows his full submission to the process of 
restora�on laid out for him.
Meaning: The verse is brief but significant - a�er all the drama, David simply obeys 
without hesita�on or nego�a�on.
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love, always involves some genuine cost to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:24 - the parallel statement of David's refusal; Mark 12:43-44 - the 
widow's small offering praised because it cost her everything she had, unlike the 
wealthy givers' surplus.

21:25 (KJV) So David gave to Ornan for the place six hundred shekels of gold by weight.
(B:E Project) So David paid Ornan six hundred shekels of gold for the site.

Context: The transac�on is completed at a substan�al price, formally securing the land 
for what will become one of the most important sites in Israel's history.
Meaning: The exact price recorded shows the seriousness and permanence of this 
purchase - this wasn't a token gesture but a real, costly, formal acquisi�on.
Lesson: When something truly ma�ers, don't be afraid to invest real, tangible resources 
into it - the seriousness of your commitment o�en shows up in what you're actually 
willing to spend, whether that's money, �me, or effort.
See Also: Genesis 23:16 - Abraham's similarly careful, full-price purchase of a burial site 
from the sons of Heth, another example of paying fairly rather than taking freely.

21:26 (KJV) And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he answered him from heaven by fire 
upon the altar of burnt offering.
(B:E Project) David built an altar to the LORD there and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. He called out to the LORD, and God answered him with fire from 
heaven falling on the altar.

Context: This is the climac�c moment of resolu�on - David's worship is drama�cally and 
visibly accepted, echoing other significant moments in Israel's history where fire from 
heaven confirmed divine acceptance.
Meaning: The fire from heaven is a clear, unmistakable sign that the crisis is over and 
that David's repentance and sacrifice have been accepted - reconcilia�on is confirmed in 
a way everyone present could see.
Lesson: When you do the hard, honest work of repairing a wrong - taking responsibility, 
paying the real cost, offering genuine devo�on - real reconcilia�on does come. Don't 
underes�mate what's possible when you take that process seriously all the way 
through.
See Also: 1 Kings 18:38 - fire from heaven confirming acceptance at Elijah's altar on 
Mount Carmel; Levi�cus 9:24 - fire from heaven at the dedica�on of the tabernacle's 
altar.

21:27 (KJV) And the LORD commanded the angel; and he put up his sword again into the 
sheath thereof.

(B:E Project) David said to Ornan, 'Give me this threshing floor so I can build an altar to 
the LORD here - sell it to me at its full price - so that the plague on the people may be 
stopped.'

Context: David insists on paying, not simply taking, the land needed for the altar, even 
though as king he could likely have claimed it freely.
Meaning: This shows David's integrity - he refuses to build an act of worship on 
something obtained without cost or fairness to another person.
Lesson: What you offer in devo�on or in repairing a wrong should genuinely cost you 
something real - don't try to make things right on the cheap, using someone else's 
resources or generosity as a subs�tute for your own sacrifice.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:21 - the parallel request David makes to Araunah/Ornan.

21:23 (KJV) And Ornan said unto David, Take it to thee, and let my lord the king do that which 
is good in his eyes: lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt offerings, and the threshing 
instruments for wood, and the wheat for the meat offering; I give it all.
(B:E Project) Ornan said, 'Take it, my lord the king, and do whatever seems good to you. 
Look, I'll even give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing equipment for 
firewood, and the wheat for the grain offering - I'll give it all to you.'

Context: Ornan generously offers to give everything needed for the sacrifice for free, 
going well beyond what was asked.
Meaning: This is a genuine act of generosity from a man who, despite the terrifying 
circumstances, responds with open-handed kindness rather than self-interest.
Lesson: When someone is trying to do something good, especially to repair a wrong or 
seek reconcilia�on, real generosity means offering more than what's strictly required - 
Ornan's ins�nct to give freely is exactly the spirit I want you to carry toward others.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:22-23 - the parallel offer made by Araunah/Ornan.

21:24 (KJV) And king David said to Ornan, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will 
not take that which is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost.
(B:E Project) But David replied, 'No. I insist on paying the full price. I will not take what 
belongs to you and give it to the LORD, and I will not offer a burnt offering that costs me 
nothing.'

Context: David firmly refuses the free gi�, insis�ng on paying, because he understands 
that true worship requires real personal cost, not something taken from someone else.
Meaning: This is one of the clearest statements in the whole Bible about the nature of 
real sacrifice - it has to actually cost the giver something, or it isn't genuine.
Lesson: This is a principle worth living by in every part of your life, not just worship: don't 
try to give what costs you nothing and call it generosity, love, or sacrifice. Real giving, real 
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See Also: 1 Kings 3:4 - Solomon later sacrificing at Gibeon before the Temple was built, 
confirming its ongoing status as the tabernacle's loca�on.

21:30 (KJV) But David could not go before it to enquire of God: for he was afraid because of the 
sword of the angel of the LORD.
(B:E Project) But David could not go to Gibeon to seek God there, because he was too 
afraid of the sword of the angel of the LORD.

Context: This closing verse explains why David couldn't simply return to the tradi�onal 
worship site - the fear from the recent encounter with the angel kept him from making 
that journey, reinforcing why Jerusalem's new altar became so significant.
Meaning: The verse is a very human, honest admission - even a�er reconcilia�on, real 
fear can linger, and that's treated here as an understandable, ordinary human response 
rather than a failure of faith.
Lesson: It's alright to s�ll feel shaken a�er a frightening experience, even once things 
have been set right - fear doesn't disappear the instant a crisis ends, and that's a normal 
part of being human, not something to be ashamed of.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 22:1 - the very next verse, where David iden�fies this exact site as 
the future loca�on of the Temple, showing how this fear-driven decision led directly to 
something enduring.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 22

Chapter 22 of 1 Chronicles describes King David's extensive prepara�ons for building the Temple 
in Jerusalem, even though God had told him his son, Solomon, would be the one to construct it. 
David gathered vast amounts of building materials like gold, silver, bronze, iron, �mber, and 
stone, and organised skilled workers. He then called Solomon, his son, and explained God's 
command that Solomon, a man of peace, would build the Temple because David himself had 
been a man of war. David encouraged Solomon to be strong, courageous, and obedient to God's 
laws, assuring him of God's presence and blessing. Finally, David instructed all the leaders of Israel 
to support Solomon in this monumental task, reminding them that God had given them peace 
and control over the land.

22:1 (KJV) Then David said, This is the house of the LORD God, and this is the altar of the burnt 
offering for Israel.
(B:E Project) David said, 'This is where the house of the LORD God will be, and this is the 
altar for burnt offerings for Israel.'

Context: Directly following the events of chapter 21, David declares that the site of 
Ornan's threshing floor - where the plague was stopped - will become the permanent 
loca�on for Israel's central place of worship.

     CHAPTER 22

(B:E Project) The LORD then commanded the angel to put his sword back into its sheath.

Context: This formally ends the plague and the judgement - the same instrument of 
destruc�on seen in verse 16 is now sheathed, symbolising the crisis's resolu�on.
Meaning: The verse closes the loop on the terrifying image from earlier in the chapter, 
confirming that mercy has genuinely won out and the danger has passed.
Lesson: However threatening a situa�on looks in the moment, real repentance and 
honest reconcilia�on can bring it to a genuine, peaceful close - don't lose hope in the 
middle of a crisis that things can't be resolved.
See Also: 2 Samuel 24:25 - the parallel resolu�on of the plague a�er David's sacrifice.

21:28 (KJV) At that �me when David saw that the LORD had answered him in the 
threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite, then he sacrificed there.
(B:E Project) At that �me, when David saw that the LORD had answered him at Ornan's 
threshing floor, he con�nued to offer sacrifices there.

Context: This begins a short closing sec�on explaining why this site - rather than the 
official tabernacle loca�on at Gibeon - became significant, since David saw it as the 
confirmed place of God's favourable response.
Meaning: The verse marks the beginning of this site's ongoing importance, 
foreshadowing its eventual role as the loca�on of the future Temple in chapter 22.
Lesson: Some�mes the place where you've faced your lowest moment and found real 
forgiveness becomes exactly the place where something new and las�ng is built - don't 
be ashamed of the ground where your hardest reckoning happened.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 3:1 - the explicit statement that Solomon built the Temple on this 
very site, Mount Moriah, at the threshing floor of Ornan.

21:29 (KJV) For the tabernacle of the LORD, which Moses made in the wilderness, and the altar 
of the burnt offering, were at that season in the high place at Gibeon.
(B:E Project) The tabernacle that Moses had built in the wilderness, along with the altar 
for burnt offerings, was at that �me located at the high place in Gibeon.

Context: This explains the geographical situa�on - Israel's official, tradi�onal place of 
worship (the tabernacle) was actually elsewhere, at Gibeon, not at Jerusalem where 
David had just built this new altar.
Meaning: This detail highlights an unusual, transi�onal moment in Israel's worship - the 
official sanctuary was in one place, but God's presence and response had just been 
powerfully confirmed somewhere else en�rely.
Lesson: Some�mes the 'proper' or official place isn't where the real, living encounter 
with what ma�ers most actually happens - stay open to where truth and grace show up, 
even if it's not exactly where you expected to find it.
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22:4 (KJV) Also cedar trees in abundance: for the Zidonians and they of Tyre brought much 
cedar wood to David.
(B:E Project) He also gathered a huge supply of cedar logs, since the people of Sidon and 
Tyre brought large amounts of cedar wood to David.

Context: This references David's diploma�c rela�onship with the Phoenician ci�es of 
Tyre and Sidon, known for their skilled �mber trade, par�cularly the prized cedar of 
Lebanon.
Meaning: The verse shows how interna�onal rela�onships and trade served the larger 
purpose of the Temple project, with foreign na�ons contribu�ng materials to Israel's 
central place of worship.
Lesson: Good rela�onships built over �me - even with people quite different from you - 
can become resources for something meaningful later on. Inves�ng in genuine goodwill 
with others o�en pays off in ways you can't predict in advance.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:11 - David's earlier friendly rela�onship with Hiram, king of Tyre, 
that set the stage for this cedar supply.

22:5 (KJV) And David said, Solomon my son is young and tender, and the house that is to be 
builded for the LORD must be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all 
countries: I will therefore now make prepara�on for it. So David prepared abundantly 
before his death.
(B:E Project) David said, 'My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house 
built for the LORD must be extremely magnificent, famous and glorious in every na�on. 
So I will make prepara�ons for it now.' And David gathered vast supplies before he died.

Context: David explains his reasoning for doing so much prepara�on himself - 
recognising both Solomon's youth and the scale of ambi�on the project deserves, David 
acts to remove obstacles for his successor.
Meaning: This shows real foresight and humility from David - rather than leaving an 
inexperienced Solomon to figure everything out alone, he uses his own resources and 
remaining �me to set his son up for success.
Lesson: If you have the experience, resources, or foresight that someone coming a�er 
you doesn't yet have, use it to clear their path rather than leaving them to struggle 
unnecessarily - that's what real support for the next genera�on looks like.
See Also: 1 Kings 3:7 - Solomon himself later acknowledging he was young and 
inexperienced when he became king, echoing David's assessment here.

22:6 (KJV) Then he called for Solomon his son, and charged him to build an house for the LORD 
God of Israel.
(B:E Project) Then David called for his son Solomon and instructed him to build a house 
for the LORD, the God of Israel.

Meaning: This verse marks a pivotal decision, transforming a site of judgement and 
mercy into the designated loca�on for Israel's most important building, the future 
Temple.
Lesson: The place where you've faced your worst moment and experienced real mercy 
can become the very founda�on for something las�ng and good - don't be afraid to 
build your future on ground that once held your deepest struggle.
See Also: 2 Chronicles 3:1 - confirming this site as Mount Moriah, where Solomon's 
Temple was actually built.

22:2 (KJV) And David commanded to gather together the strangers that were in the land of 
Israel; and he set masons to hew wrought stones to build the house of God.
(B:E Project) David gave orders to gather together the foreigners living in the land of 
Israel, and he assigned stonemasons to cut finished stone blocks for building the house 
of God.

Context: David begins the prac�cal, large-scale prepara�on for the Temple, using 
foreign residents (likely including descendants of conquered peoples) as skilled labour 
for the massive building project.
Meaning: This shows David's transi�on from warrior-king to planner and organiser, 
laying extensive groundwork for a project he knows he won't personally complete.
Lesson: Some of the most important work you'll ever do is preparing the ground for 
something you won't get to finish or fully see yourself - real generosity o�en looks like 
inves�ng in a future you won't personally enjoy.
See Also: 1 Kings 5:15-18 - Solomon's later use of skilled workers and foreign labour to 
actually construct the Temple.

22:3 (KJV) And David prepared iron in abundance for the nails for the doors of the gates, and 
for the joinings; and brass in abundance without weight;
(B:E Project) David gathered a huge amount of iron to make nails for the doors and 
gates, and for all the joints and fi�ngs, along with more bronze than could even be 
weighed.

Context: This details the massive scale of raw material stockpiling David undertakes, 
ensuring Solomon will have everything needed without delay.
Meaning: The verse emphasises just how thorough and generous David's prepara�on 
was - nothing was le� to chance or scarcity for the project his son would carry out.
Lesson: When you care about something bigger than yourself succeeding, prepare 
thoroughly and generously, even in the unglamorous details - the nails and joints ma�er 
just as much as the grand vision, and real care shows up in the specifics.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 29:2 - David's further, even more extensive account of materials 
gathered for the Temple later in the book.
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else, and there's real dignity and purpose in that, not just disappointment.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 28:3 - the parallel, fuller explana�on of the same reason given to 
David.

22:9 (KJV) Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him 
rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace 
and quietness unto Israel in his days.
(B:E Project) 'A son will be born to you who will be a man of peace. I will give him rest 
from all his enemies on every side - his name will be Solomon, and I will give Israel peace 
and quiet during his reign.'

Context: God's promise about Solomon explains the meaning behind his very name - 
Solomon is closely related to the Hebrew word 'shalom', meaning peace.
Meaning: This verse reveals that Solomon's en�re role and reign were shaped in 
advance around a different purpose from David's - not conquest, but peace, rest, and 
building.
Lesson: Different seasons of life, and different people, are suited for different tasks - 
some are called to fight the hard ba�les, others to build in the peace that follows. 
Recognise which season you're in and don't force the wrong task onto the wrong 
moment.
See Also: 2 Samuel 12:24-25 - Solomon's birth and his other name, Jedidiah ('beloved of 
the LORD'), given by the prophet Nathan.

22:10 (KJV) He shall build an house for my name; and he shall be my son, and I will be his father; 
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever.
(B:E Project) 'He will build a house for my name. He will be my son, and I will be his 
father, and I will establish his royal throne over Israel forever.'

Context: This is a significant theological promise, echoing the earlier covenant God 
made with David in 1 Chronicles 17, now specifically applied and passed on to Solomon.
Meaning: The 'forever' language here points beyond Solomon himself to a las�ng 
dynas�c promise, one that later biblical writers and New Testament authors connect to 
a far greater, ul�mate fulfilment.
Lesson: Promises about las�ng significance aren't just about one person's life�me - what 
you build faithfully now can echo forward in ways far beyond what you personally get to 
see or understand.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:12-14 - the original covenant promise to David, of which this is a 
direct restatement; Hebrews 1:5 - the New Testament applying 'I will be to him a Father, 
and he shall be to me a Son' ul�mately to Jesus.

22:11 (KJV) Now, my son, the LORD be with thee; and prosper thou, and build the house of the 
LORD thy God, as he hath said of thee.

Context: This begins David's direct, personal address to Solomon, transi�oning from 
physical prepara�on to the transfer of vision and responsibility.
Meaning: The verse marks an important moment of succession - David isn't just leaving 
resources behind, he's personally passing on the mission and its meaning to his son.
Lesson: Passing on a vision or a calling to someone else isn't just about leaving them the 
resources - it's about si�ng down and explaining, in person, why it ma�ers. Don't 
assume the next genera�on will understand your purpose without you telling them 
directly.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 28:6 - a related, fuller charge David gives to Solomon regarding 
the Temple.

22:7 (KJV) And David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build an house 
unto the name of the LORD my God:
(B:E Project) David said to Solomon, 'My son, it was my own heart's desire to build a 
house for the name of the LORD my God.'

Context: David is honest with Solomon about his personal longing to have built the 
Temple himself, se�ng up the explana�on for why that task fell to Solomon instead.
Meaning: This shows David's vulnerability and honesty with his son - admi�ng his own 
deep desire, even though it wasn't ul�mately his to fulfil.
Lesson: Being honest with the people you love about your own unfulfilled hopes and 
desires, even when you've made peace with not ge�ng them, builds real trust and 
understanding between you.
See Also: 1 Kings 8:17-18 - Solomon later repea�ng this exact explana�on publicly at the 
Temple's dedica�on.

22:8 (KJV) But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, 
and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou 
hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight.
(B:E Project) 'But the word of the LORD came to me, saying: You have shed a great deal 
of blood and fought many wars. You will not build a house for my name, because you 
have shed so much blood on the earth in my sight.'

Context: David explains the reason God gave him for why he, despite his devo�on, 
would not be the one to build the Temple - his life had been defined by warfare, 
however necessary or jus�fied some of it was.
Meaning: This verse is a striking, humbling admission - even a king used for great 
purposes has limits placed on him because of the violence that marked his life, showing 
that not every good inten�on gets to be fulfilled by the person who has it.
Lesson: You won't always get to finish or build the thing closest to your own heart, even 
with the best of inten�ons - some�mes your role is to prepare the way for someone 
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Lesson: Real, las�ng success in life is �ed less to talent or resources than to living with 
integrity and courage - don't let fear or self-doubt stop you from doing the good, hard 
work in front of you.
See Also: Joshua 1:7-9 - the almost iden�cal charge given to Joshua, 'be strong and of a 
good courage... be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed.'

22:14 (KJV) Now, behold, in my trouble I have prepared for the house of the LORD an hundred 
thousand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of silver; and of brass and iron 
without weight; for it is in abundance: �mber also and stone have I prepared; and thou 
mayest add thereto.
(B:E Project) 'Now look, in the midst of my hardships I have prepared for the house of 
the LORD one hundred thousand talents of gold and a million talents of silver, along with 
bronze and iron beyond measure, and �mber and stone - and you may add even more 
to it.'

Context: David reveals the staggering scale of resources he has personally set aside, 
describing this prepara�on as happening 'in my trouble', likely referring to the difficul�es 
of his reign, including the events of chapter 21.
Meaning: The enormous, almost symbolic numbers underline just how completely 
David poured his resources into this project, even out of a life marked by real struggle 
and hardship rather than ease.
Lesson: Some of your most generous giving may come precisely out of your hardest 
seasons, not your easiest ones - don't wait for comfortable circumstances before you 
invest deeply in something that ma�ers beyond yourself.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 29:3-5 - David's later account of giving even more from his own 
personal treasury for the Temple.

22:15 (KJV) Moreover there are workmen with thee in abundance, hewers and workers of 
stone and �mber, and all manner of cunning men for every manner of work.
(B:E Project) 'You also have plenty of workers - stonecu�ers, masons, carpenters, and 
skilled cra�smen for every kind of task.'

Context: David assures Solomon that not just materials but skilled human labour is 
already available, removing another poten�al obstacle to star�ng the project.
Meaning: This verse rounds out David's prac�cal provision - people as well as materials 
- showing thorough, complete prepara�on for the work ahead.
Lesson: Se�ng someone up to succeed means thinking through everything they'll need, 
not just the obvious resources - the people, the skills, and the support structures ma�er 
just as much as materials or money.
See Also: Exodus 31:1-6 - Bezaleel and Aholiab, skilled cra�smen specifically gi�ed and 
called for the earlier tabernacle's construc�on.

(B:E Project) 'Now, my son, may the LORD be with you. May you succeed, and may you 
build the house of the LORD your God, just as he has said you would.'

Context: David offers a direct blessing to Solomon, moving from explana�on into 
genuine encouragement and prayer for his son's success.
Meaning: This is a father's blessing in its purest form - not controlling or anxious, but 
genuinely wishing his son well in the very task he himself couldn't complete.
Lesson: When someone you love takes up a task you couldn't finish yourself, offer them 
your genuine blessing rather than envy or interference - real love wants the other 
person to succeed, even in the place you couldn't.
See Also: Numbers 6:24-26 - the classic priestly blessing form, echoed in the spirit of 
David's words here.

22:12 (KJV) Only the LORD give thee wisdom and understanding, and give thee charge 
concerning Israel, that thou mayest keep the law of the LORD thy God.
(B:E Project) 'May the LORD only give you wisdom and understanding, and put you in 
charge of Israel, so that you may keep the law of the LORD your God.'

Context: David's blessing specifically asks for wisdom, an�cipa�ng exactly what 
Solomon would later be famous for and would himself request from God.
Meaning: This is a remarkably fi�ng prayer, foreshadowing Solomon's famous request 
for wisdom in 1 Kings 3 - David seems to already understand that wisdom, not just 
resources, is what his son will need most.
Lesson: When you want the best for someone, don't just wish them success or wealth - 
wish them wisdom and understanding, because those are what actually make a good 
life possible, far more than resources alone ever could.
See Also: 1 Kings 3:9-12 - Solomon's own request for wisdom, granted by God, directly 
fulfilling this fatherly hope.

22:13 (KJV) Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to fulfil the statutes and judgments 
which the LORD charged Moses with concerning Israel: be strong, and of good courage; 
dread not, nor be dismayed.
(B:E Project) 'Then you will succeed, if you carefully follow the statutes and judgements 
the LORD gave through Moses concerning Israel. Be strong and courageous - do not be 
afraid or discouraged.'

Context: David �es Solomon's future success directly to faithful obedience to the law 
given through Moses, echoing the same charge God gave to Joshua before entering the 
promised land.
Meaning: This verse makes clear that true prosperity, in the biblical sense, is �ed to 
integrity and faithfulness, not just power or wealth - and it pairs that call to faithfulness 
with real encouragement against fear.
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Lesson: When life gives you a season of peace or stability, don't just enjoy it passively - 
ask what meaningful thing that peace and security is actually meant to make possible, 
and use it well rather than was�ng it.
See Also: Deuteronomy 12:10-11 - God's earlier promise that once Israel had rest from 
their enemies, a central place of worship would be established.

22:19 (KJV) Now set your heart and your soul to seek the LORD your God; arise therefore, and 
build ye the sanctuary of the LORD God, to bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
the holy vessels of God, into the house that is to be built to the name of the LORD.
(B:E Project) 'Now, set your heart and soul to seeking the LORD your God. Get up and 
build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you can bring the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD and the holy ar�cles of God into the house that will be built for the name of the 
LORD.'

Context: This closing verse of the chapter is David's final rallying call, tying the whole 
building project back to its ul�mate purpose - bringing the ark of the covenant, the 
central symbol of God's presence with Israel, to its permanent home.
Meaning: The verse makes clear that the en�re massive undertaking - all the gold, 
stone, �mber, and organisa�on - exists to serve a deeper purpose: wholehearted 
devo�on, not simply an impressive building for its own sake.
Lesson: Whatever big project or goal you're working towards, make sure you never lose 
sight of the deeper purpose underneath it - the outward structure only really ma�ers if 
it's serving something genuine happening in your heart and soul.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 15:1-3 - David's earlier effort to bring the ark to Jerusalem, the 
same object now des�ned for this permanent house; Ma�hew 6:21 - 'where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also', echoing this call to genuine inner devo�on.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 23

Chapter 23 details King David's arrangements for the future temple service, par�cularly the 
organisa�on of the Levites as his reign neared its end. He officially appointed Solomon as the next 
king and then gathered all the leaders, priests, and Levites. The chapter describes a census of the 
Levites aged thirty and above, categorising them into various roles: general temple du�es, officers 
and judges, gatekeepers, and musicians. It then traces the genealogical lines of Levi's three main 
family branches (Gershon, Kohath, and Merari), lis�ng their prominent sons and descendants. A 
significant change is noted where David, considering the people's se�led state and the future 
permanent temple, lowered the age for Levite service from thirty to twenty years old. The chapter 
concludes by outlining the diverse and con�nuous du�es assigned to these Levites in support of 
the priests and the worship in God's house.

     CHAPTER 23

22:16 (KJV) Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise 
therefore, and be doing, and the LORD be with thee.
(B:E Project) 'There's more gold, silver, bronze, and iron than can even be counted. Now 
get started - and may the LORD be with you.'

Context: David closes his personal charge to Solomon with a direct call to ac�on, moving 
from explana�on and provision straight into an ac�ve command to begin.
Meaning: This is a powerful closing line - a�er all the planning and prepara�on, the 
moment eventually comes to simply begin the work, trus�ng that the necessary support 
is already in place.
Lesson: At some point, planning and prepara�on have to give way to actually star�ng - 
if you've done the honest groundwork, don't let hesita�on or perfec�onism stop you 
from simply beginning the work in front of you.
See Also: Nehemiah 2:18 - 'let us rise up and build', a very similar call to ac�on at the 
start of another major building project in Israel's history.

22:17 (KJV) David also commanded all the princes of Israel to help Solomon his son, saying,
(B:E Project) David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon.

Context: David extends his prepara�on beyond materials and personal charge, 
mobilising the en�re na�onal leadership to support Solomon's coming task.
Meaning: This shows David recognising that Solomon shouldn't have to carry this 
enormous project alone - the whole na�on's leadership is enlisted in support.
Lesson: When you want to help someone succeed at something big, don't just 
encourage them personally - ac�vely rally other people around them too. Support is 
more powerful when it's shared and organised, not le� to one person's isolated effort.
See Also: Nehemiah 4:6 - 'the people had a mind to work', another example of a whole 
community mobilised together for a shared building project.

22:18 (KJV) Is not the LORD your God with you? and hath he not given you rest on every side? 
for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into mine hand; and the land is subdued 
before the LORD, and before his people.
(B:E Project) 'Isn't the LORD your God with you? Hasn't he given you peace on every 
side? He has handed the people of this land over to me, and the land is now under the 
LORD's control, and his people's control.'

Context: David reminds Israel's leaders of the peace and security God has already 
secured for them, using this as mo�va�on for why now is the right �me to fully commit 
to building the Temple.
Meaning: The verse frames the current moment of peace not as an accident, but as 
divine provision specifically meant to create the condi�ons for this building project - 
gra�tude is meant to translate into ac�on.
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23:1 (KJV) So when David was old and full of days, he made Solomon his son king over Israel.
(B:E Project) When David had grown old and had lived a full life, he made his son 
Solomon king over Israel.

Context: This opens the closing sec�on of 1 Chronicles, where David, near the end of his 
life, hands power to Solomon while he is s�ll alive to guide the transi�on (later 
confirmed publicly in 1 Kings 1).
Meaning: David uses his remaining strength not to cling to authority but to secure a 
smooth handover, avoiding the power vacuum that so o�en destroys families and 
na�ons. It's a picture of finishing well - using your last years to set someone else up 
rather than holding on for its own sake.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce that David's greatest act of care here isn't a ba�le won, it's 
le�ng go on purpose. Ask yourself what you're preparing others to carry once you're 
not there to carry it for them - that's where real love shows itself.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:32-40 - Solomon's public corona�on, made possible by this earlier 
arrangement; 1 Chronicles 28:5-6 - David explaining to the assembly why God chose 
Solomon.

23:2 (KJV) And he gathered together all the princes of Israel, with the priests and the Levites.
(B:E Project) David called together all the leaders of Israel, along with the priests and the 
Levites.

Context: This is a formal na�onal assembly - David summoning every layer of leadership 
(poli�cal and religious) to witness and take part in the reorganisa�on that follows.
Meaning: Big transi�ons need everyone who ma�ers to be in the room, not managed 
by rumour or private deals. David makes the succession and the reorganisa�on of 
worship a public, shared event, giving it legi�macy and buy-in from the whole leadership 
structure.
Lesson: When you're changing how something works - a family, a team, a community - 
bring people into the room and be honest about what's happening, rather than deciding 
everything behind closed doors. Transparency is a form of respect.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 28:1 - a similar, larger assembly David calls shortly a�er; 1 
Chronicles 29:1 - the same gathering con�nuing into public giving for the temple.

23:3 (KJV) Now the Levites were numbered from the age of thirty years and upward: and their 
number by their polls, man by man, was thirty and eight thousand.
(B:E Project) The Levites were counted, from those aged thirty and upward: their total, 
man by man, came to thirty-eight thousand.

Context: This is a Levite-specific census focused on organising temple workforce and 
worship du�es - quite different in purpose from the earlier census in chapter 21, which 
numbered figh�ng men and provoked God's anger.

Meaning: Not all coun�ng is the same. Here numbers exist to organise service and 
stewardship - matching people to real, needed work - rather than to measure military 
strength or feed pride. The size of the number (38,000) also shows just how large-scale 
and serious Israel's worship life had become.
Lesson: I want you to see that structure isn't the enemy of a meaningful life - a plan, a 
roster, a headcount can all serve love rather than ego, depending on why you're 
coun�ng. Ask what your organising is actually for.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 21:1-8 - the earlier, disastrous census of figh�ng men, for 
contrast; Numbers 4:1-3 - the original Levite service age of thirty set under Moses.

23:4 (KJV) Of which, twenty and four thousand were to set forward the work of the house of 
the LORD; and six thousand were officers and judges:
(B:E Project) Of these Levites, twenty-four thousand were assigned to oversee the work 
of the LORD's house, and six thousand served as officials and judges.

Context: This verse gives the first breakdown of the 38,000 Levites by func�on - the 
largest group handling the prac�cal running of temple worship, with a substan�al civic 
role as judges and officials besides.
Meaning: Levites weren't only religious specialists; six thousand of them served in what 
we'd call the jus�ce system and civil administra�on. Worship and the ordering of 
everyday communal life weren't separated - the same people trusted with sacred du�es 
were trusted to judge fairly between neighbours.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce how easily a life devoted to what ma�ers most spills over 
into ordinary jus�ce and service to others - real devo�on isn't kept in a separate 
compartment from how you treat people day to day.
See Also: Deuteronomy 17:8-9 - Levites and priests serving as judges in difficult cases; 2 
Chronicles 19:8-11 - a later king, Jehoshaphat, similarly appoin�ng Levites as judges.

23:5 (KJV) Moreover four thousand were porters; and four thousand praised the LORD with 
the instruments which I made, said David, to praise therewith.
(B:E Project) Four thousand were gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the LORD 
using instruments David had made for that purpose.

Context: This completes the fourfold breakdown of the Levites' du�es - security and 
access control, and a dedicated musical corps, equipped with instruments David himself 
designed and had built.
Meaning: David didn't just organise worship administra�vely - he personally invested in 
its beauty, commissioning instruments purely so people could praise well. It's a reminder 
that gra�tude and joy are worth deliberate effort and resource, not just an a�erthought.
Lesson: I want you to take your own moments of gra�tude seriously enough to prepare 
for them - to make space, choose the right words or music, and not just let thankfulness 
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happen by accident. Joy well-prepared for tends to run deeper.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 15:16 - David earlier appoin�ng Levites as singers with 
instruments; Psalm 150:3-5 - a psalm celebra�ng exactly this kind of instrumental praise.

23:6 (KJV) And David divided them into courses among the sons of Levi, namely, Gershon, 
Kohath, and Merari.
(B:E Project) David organised the Levites into service divisions according to Levi's three 
sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

Context: This restates the ancient threefold family structure of the tribe of Levi, first 
established in Exodus and Numbers, which David now uses as the backbone for his new 
rota system.
Meaning: David isn't inven�ng a new iden�ty for the Levites - he's building fresh 
organisa�on on top of a family structure that had existed for centuries. Renewal here 
means pu�ng old, trusted founda�ons to new use, not discarding them.
Lesson: When you want to build something new in your life, look first at what's already 
solid underneath you - old commitments, old rela�onships, old skills - and build on that 
rather than star�ng from nothing every �me.
See Also: Exodus 6:16-19 - the original naming of Levi's three sons; Numbers 3:17-20 - 
their roles first assigned under Moses.

23:7 (KJV) Of the Gershonites were, Laadan, and Shimei.
(B:E Project) The descendants of Gershon were Laadan and Shimei.

Context: This begins the detailed genealogy of the Gershonite branch of the Levites, one 
of the three family lines organised in verse 6.
Meaning: Even in a fast-moving administra�ve list, each name preserved here was a real 
head of a real family within Israel's worship structure - the text takes care to remember 
them individually rather than lumping "the Gershonites" together anonymously.
Lesson: I want you to remember that no one is just a category to me - not "the 
Gershonites," but Laadan, and Shimei, each one known and named. You are known by 
name too, not filed away as a type.
See Also: Numbers 3:21 - Gershon's family first listed under Moses; 1 Chronicles 6:17 - 
an earlier genealogical men�on of Gershon's line.

23:8 (KJV) The sons of Laadan; the chief was Jehiel, and Zetham, and Joel, three.
(B:E Project) Laadan's sons were: Jehiel the chief, then Zetham and Joel - three in total.

Context: This con�nues the Gershonite genealogy, naming the sons of Laadan and their 
leader among them.

Meaning: The text notes not just who existed but who led - Jehiel is marked as "the 
chief," showing that even within extended families, Israel recognised clear points of 
responsibility and leadership rather than leaving authority vague.
Lesson: Leadership doesn't have to mean status over others - it can simply mean being 
the one who carries responsibility for your family or group so things run well. Carry that 
kind of leadership humbly if it's given to you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:9 - the parallel lis�ng for Shimei's family, showing the same 
"chief" structure repeated.

23:9 (KJV) The sons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and Haran, three. These were the chief 
of the fathers of Laadan.
(B:E Project) Shimei's sons were: Shelomith, Haziel, and Haran - three in total. These 
were the heads of the families descended from Laadan.

Context: This finishes the immediate family lis�ng under Laadan's line before the text 
moves to a different Shimei (Laadan's brother) in the next verse.
Meaning: Genealogies like this served as Israel's record-keeping system - the equivalent 
of official rolls determining who was responsible for what in temple service. Being 
named here wasn't decora�ve; it had real, prac�cal weight for who did what work.
Lesson: The unglamorous admin of life - the lists, the rotas, the records - ma�ers to me 
as much as the drama�c moments. Faithfulness in ordinary responsibility is never 
wasted, even when no one applauds it.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:6 - a similar formal recording of du�es later in this sec�on, 
done "before the king."

23:10 (KJV) And the sons of Shimei were, Jahath, Zina, and Jeush, and Beriah. These four were 
the sons of Shimei.
(B:E Project) Shimei (Laadan's brother, from verse 7) had sons too: Jahath, Zina, Jeush, 
and Beriah - these four were his sons.

Context: The text now turns to the second Gershonite ancestor named in verse 7, a 
different Shimei, and lists his own four sons - genealogies of this period o�en reused 
common names within a family line.
Meaning: It's worth no�cing that "Shimei" appears twice with two different meanings in 
this short passage - a reminder that ancient Israelite naming reused popular names 
constantly, so precision about which family line is being discussed ma�ered enormously 
to the original record-keepers.
Lesson: Even when the details get technical or hard to follow, I care about ge�ng 
people's iden��es right - not blurring one person into another. Pay a�en�on to the 
details of the people around you; who they specifically are ma�ers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:7 - the earlier Shimei, brother of Laadan, dis�nct from this one.
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23:11 (KJV) And Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the second: but Jeush and Beriah had not many 
sons; therefore they were in one reckoning, according to their father’s house.
(B:E Project) Jahath was the leader and Zizah was second-in-command, but Jeush and 
Beriah didn't have many sons, so they were counted together as one family unit under 
their father's household.

Context: This closes the Gershonite genealogy by explaining a prac�cal administra�ve 
decision - small family branches were merged for coun�ng purposes rather than kept 
ar�ficially separate.
Meaning: This is a small but telling detail about how the record-keepers handled reality: 
rather than forcing every branch into an equal-sized category, they adapted the 
structure to fit the actual numbers of people involved. Prac�cal honesty shaped the 
system, not rigid formality.
Lesson: I want you to build your life and your commitments around what's actually true 
and workable, not around how things are "supposed" to look on paper. Flexibility rooted 
in honesty is wiser than forcing everything into a false symmetry.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:4 - a similar prac�cal adjustment made later for the priestly 
divisions, based on real family sizes rather than a forced even split.

23:12 (KJV) The sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four.
(B:E Project) Kohath's sons were four: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

Context: This introduces the second of Levi's three family branches, the Kohathites - 
historically the most prominent Levite line, since Aaron and Moses both descended 
from it through Amram.
Meaning: The Kohathite line carried enormous historical weight for Israel: from it came 
both Moses, Israel's great lawgiver, and Aaron, its first priest. Naming these four sons 
sets up the most significant genealogy in the whole chapter.
Lesson: Great responsibility o�en runs quietly through ordinary family lines before 
anyone knows what's coming. Take seriously the family and people you're raising up 
now - you may not see yet what they'll become.
See Also: Exodus 6:18 - the original lis�ng of Kohath's four sons; Numbers 3:27 - the 
Kohathite family divisions under Moses.

23:13 (KJV) The sons of Amram; Aaron and Moses: and Aaron was separated, that he should 
sanc�fy the most holy things, he and his sons for ever, to burn incense before the LORD, 
to minister unto him, and to bless in his name for ever.
(B:E Project) Amram's sons were Aaron and Moses. Aaron was set apart, along with his 
descendants forever, to consecrate the most holy things, to burn incense before the 
LORD, to serve him, and to bless in his name permanently.

Context: This is the theological centre of the chapter - explaining why the priesthood 
belongs specifically and permanently to Aaron's line, dis�nct from all other Levites, 
including Moses's own family.
Meaning: This verse draws a sharp line: Moses, arguably Israel's greatest leader, does 
not pass priesthood to his own sons - that role belongs to his brother Aaron's family 
alone, by God's design, not by natural inheritance of status. Even the most powerful man 
in Israel's history doesn't get to hand his own children extra privilege here.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce that closeness to me was never about bloodline or personal 
fame - even Moses's own sons didn't inherit special status just because of who their 
father was. What ma�ers is the role you're actually called to, not what you feel en�tled 
to through connec�on or reputa�on.
See Also: Exodus 28:1 - God's original command se�ng apart Aaron and his sons as 
priests; 1 Chronicles 23:14 - the very next verse, contras�ng Moses's ordinary Levite sons 
with Aaron's priestly line.

23:14 (KJV) Now concerning Moses the man of God, his sons were named of the tribe of Levi.
(B:E Project) As for Moses, the man of God - his own sons were simply counted as 
ordinary members of the tribe of Levi.

Context: This deliberately contrasts with the previous verse: unlike Aaron's 
descendants, Moses's sons received no special priestly privilege, despite Moses being 
Israel's foremost prophet and leader.
Meaning: This is one of the Bible's clearest statements against dynas�c en�tlement - the 
greatest leader in Israel's history doesn't pass his posi�on or status down to his children. 
Moses's sons served faithfully, but as ordinary Levites, not because of who their father 
was.
Lesson: I never measure someone by their parents' achievements or their family name. 
If you're the child of someone remarkable, you s�ll have to walk your own road and find 
your own calling - and if you're not, that changes nothing about how much you ma�er 
to me.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:24-25 - Shebuel, a descendant of Moses through Gershom, 
later serving as a treasury official, not a priest; Numbers 27:15-23 - Moses passing his 
own leadership role not to a son but to Joshua.

23:15 (KJV) The sons of Moses were, Gershom, and Eliezer.
(B:E Project) The sons of Moses were Gershom and Eliezer.

Context: This names Moses's two sons directly, con�nuing the theme from verse 14 that 
they were counted as ordinary Levites rather than priests.
Meaning: These two names - Gershom ("a stranger there," reflec�ng Moses's exile in 
Midian) and Eliezer ("my God is help," reflec�ng his rescue from Pharaoh) - actually 
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encode Moses's own life story, named by him in Exodus at moments of real personal 
meaning.
Lesson: The names you give the people and things in your life o�en carry the story of 
what you've lived through. I no�ce those stories - the reasons behind your choices - even 
when the world only sees the label.
See Also: Exodus 2:22 - Moses naming Gershom, explaining why; Exodus 18:4 - Moses 
naming Eliezer, explaining why.

23:16 (KJV) Of the sons of Gershom, Shebuel was the chief.
(B:E Project) Among Gershom's sons, Shebuel was the leader.

Context: This traces one more genera�on down the line of Moses's elder son.
Meaning: This Shebuel later reappears in 1 Chronicles 26 as an official over the temple 
treasuries - a genuinely responsible and trusted role, showing that although Moses's 
family didn't get the priesthood, they s�ll served meaningfully in Israel's worship system.
Lesson: Not receiving the role you might have expected doesn't mean your life lacks 
purpose. There is always faithful, valuable work available to you that doesn't depend on 
having the most pres�gious �tle.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:24 - Shebuel's later role as chief officer over the treasuries.

23:17 (KJV) And the sons of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the chief. And Eliezer had none other sons; 
but the sons of Rehabiah were very many.
(B:E Project) Eliezer's son was Rehabiah, the leader - Eliezer had no other sons, but 
Rehabiah had a great many sons.

Context: This closes out the line of Moses's younger son, no�ng an unusual jump from 
one son to a large, expanding family in the next genera�on.
Meaning: The text is careful to record even a demographic detail like this - a single son 
whose own family then grew significantly - showing the record-keepers' concern for 
factual accuracy over �dy, even-numbered lists.
Lesson: Growth and frui�ulness don't always follow a predictable pa�ern - some�mes 
a small beginning produces something unexpectedly large later on. Don't judge the 
promise of a small start too quickly.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:25 - further descendants of Rehabiah named among the 
treasury officials.

23:18 (KJV) Of the sons of Izhar; Shelomith the chief.
(B:E Project) Among Izhar's sons, Shelomith was the leader.

Context: This moves to the third son of Kohath (from verse 12), briefly naming the head 
of his family line.

Meaning: Even a single-line entry like this preserved a real family's place in Israel's 
structure - Shelomith's descendants would go on to serve among the Levites entrusted 
with guarding dedicated treasures (see 1 Chronicles 26:25-28).
Lesson: Being men�oned only briefly doesn't mean your contribu�on is small. I see the 
full weight of a life even when the record of it is just one line.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:25-28 - a further Shelomith and family later entrusted with 
guarding dedicated treasures.

23:19 (KJV) Of the sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and 
Jekameam the fourth.
(B:E Project) Hebron's sons were, in order: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel 
the third, and Jekameam the fourth.

Context: This names the sons of Kohath's third son, Hebron - the same four names will 
be repeated later in 24:23 in the context of cas�ng lots for service order.
Meaning: Recording birth order here (first, second, third, fourth) ma�ered because 
seniority shaped expecta�ons and status within the family - yet, notably, chapter 24 
shows that when it came to actual service du�es, these same men s�ll had to cast lots 
like everyone else, seniority or not.
Lesson: The order you were born into your family, or the rank you hold now, doesn't buy 
you exemp�on from the same fair process everyone else goes through. True fairness 
treats the eldest and the youngest alike when it counts.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:23 - the same four sons of Hebron listed again in the context of 
the lot-cas�ng for service.

23:20 (KJV) Of the sons of Uzziel; Micah the first, and Jesiah the second.
(B:E Project) Among Uzziel's sons, Micah was first and Jesiah was second.

Context: This completes the list of Kohath's four sons (from verse 12) by naming the 
descendants of the last one, Uzziel.
Meaning: With this verse the en�re Kohathite genealogy - the most historically 
significant Levite branch, containing both Moses and Aaron - is now fully accounted for, 
closing out one of the three major divisions before Merari's line begins.
Lesson: Comple�ng a task properly - finishing the whole list, not just the impressive parts 
- ma�ers to me. Faithfulness includes following through on the parts of a job that feel 
rou�ne.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:24-25 - Micah's descendants named again later in the chapter.

23:21 (KJV) The sons of Merari; Mahli, and Mushi. The sons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kish.
(B:E Project) Merari's sons were Mahli and Mushi. Mahli's sons were Eleazar and Kish.
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Context: This opens the third and final branch of Levi's family, the Merarites, historically 
responsible for carrying the heavier structural parts of the tabernacle during Israel's 
wilderness travels.
Meaning: The Merarites did some of the most physically demanding, least glamorous 
work in Israel's worship system - hauling frames, bars, and pillars - yet their family line is 
recorded with the same careful a�en�on as the priestly line of Aaron.
Lesson: The people who do the heavy li�ing - literally or otherwise - are just as valued to 
me as those in visible, celebrated roles. Never let status blind you to who's actually 
carrying the load.
See Also: Numbers 4:31-33 - the Merarites' original wilderness duty of carrying the 
tabernacle's structural parts.

23:22 (KJV) And Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daughters: and their brethren the sons of 
Kish took them.
(B:E Project) Eleazar died without having any sons, only daughters - and their male 
cousins, the sons of Kish, married them.

Context: This records a family situa�on resolved through intermarriage within the same 
clan, ensuring Eleazar's inheritance and family line con�nued through his daughters.
Meaning: This quietly echoes the story of Zelophehad's daughters in Numbers, where 
women without brothers were guaranteed the right to inherit and con�nue their 
father's name - a real protec�on for daughters in a system that could otherwise have le� 
them and their father's legacy overlooked.
Lesson: I care about people who might otherwise be le� out by the usual rules - 
daughters without brothers, the ones whose place in the story isn't automa�c. Where 
the ordinary path would erase someone, I make room for them to be remembered.
See Also: Numbers 27:1-11 - Zelophehad's daughters winning the right to inherit in the 
absence of sons; Numbers 36:1-12 - the follow-up ruling protec�ng tribal land through 
such marriages.

23:23 (KJV) The sons of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jeremoth, three.
(B:E Project) Mushi's sons were Mahli, Eder, and Jeremoth - three in total.

Context: This completes the Merarite genealogy, finishing the third and final branch of 
Levi's family tree that began in verse 6.
Meaning: With this verse, all three great branches of Levi - Gershon, Kohath, and Merari 
- have now been fully traced, giving the reader (and, more importantly, the original 
organisers) a complete map of every family responsible for Israel's worship.
Lesson: Wholeness ma�ers - not skipping over the parts of a family, a team, or a story 
that seem less important. I want the full picture a�ended to, not just its highlights.

See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:30 - a parallel lis�ng of Mushi's sons later in the following 
chapter.

23:24 (KJV) These were the sons of Levi a�er the house of their fathers; even the chief of the 
fathers, as they were counted by number of names by their polls, that did the work for 
the service of the house of the LORD, from the age of twenty years and upward.
(B:E Project) These were Levi's descendants, listed by family and head of household, 
counted individually by name - all those who did the work of serving in the LORD's 
house, from the age of twenty years old and upward.

Context: This is a summary verse closing the genealogical sec�on (verses 6-23) and 
introducing the prac�cal detail that follows: the service age had been lowered to twenty, 
a change explained in the verses right a�er this one.
Meaning: The text pauses here to underline that every single Levite doing this work was 
known by name, not treated as an anonymous workforce - and it flags something new: 
the minimum service age has dropped from thirty (verse 3) to twenty, a deliberate 
change David is about to explain.
Lesson: Behind every organisa�on or system I care about are real, named individuals, 
not just numbers on a roster. Never let efficiency make you forget that the people 
involved are people.
See Also: Numbers 4:3 - the original service age of thirty, set under Moses in the 
wilderness; 1 Chronicles 23:27 - explicitly confirming the new age of twenty.

23:25 (KJV) For David said, The LORD God of Israel hath given rest unto his people, that they 
may dwell in Jerusalem for ever:
(B:E Project) For David said, "The LORD, the God of Israel, has given his people rest, so 
that they can live in Jerusalem permanently."

Context: David explains the reasoning behind the coming administra�ve changes - 
Israel's situa�on has fundamentally shi�ed from a wandering, tent-based na�on to one 
se�led permanently in its own capital city.
Meaning: David reads the moment correctly: circumstances have genuinely changed - 
no more wilderness marching, no more temporary tabernacle to relocate - so the old 
system built for that earlier reality needs to be updated, not preserved for its own sake.
Lesson: I want you to keep re-reading your own season of life honestly, rather than 
running old habits or defences built for circumstances that no longer exist. When your 
situa�on has genuinely changed, let your prac�ces change with it.
See Also: Deuteronomy 12:9-11 - Moses foretelling this future "rest" and a fixed place of 
worship, centuries before it happened; 2 Samuel 7:1 - David first no�cing this rest, which 
sparks his original desire to build a permanent house for God.
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23:26 (KJV) And also unto the Levites; they shall no more carry the tabernacle, nor any vessels 
of it for the service thereof.
(B:E Project) And likewise, the Levites will no longer have to carry the tabernacle or any 
of its equipment for its service.

Context: This states the direct prac�cal consequence of Israel's new se�led life - the 
physically demanding job of transpor�ng the portable sanctuary through the wilderness 
is now obsolete, since a permanent temple is being planned.
Meaning: An en�re category of hard, essen�al labour simply ends here, not because the 
workers failed but because the need itself has passed. It's a picture of a role becoming 
honourably re�red rather than a person being discarded - the same Levites are given 
new du�es next.
Lesson: When a season of your life or a par�cular kind of effort comes to a natural end, 
that's not a loss of your worth - it's an invita�on to be given new, different work that fits 
who you are now. I don't waste anyone; I redirect them.
See Also: Numbers 4:1-15 - the original, demanding wilderness duty of the Kohathites 
and Merarites in carrying the tabernacle.

23:27 (KJV) For by the last words of David the Levites were numbered from twenty years old 
and above:
(B:E Project) For according to David's final instruc�ons, the Levites were counted from 
the age of twenty years and upward.

Context: This explicitly confirms the age change already implied in verse 24, a�ribu�ng 
it directly to David's own late-life decisions as king.
Meaning: The text credits this organisa�onal change specifically and personally to David 
- not an anonymous rule, but a decision he made and stood behind near the end of his 
reign, adap�ng the system to fit the new, se�led circumstances just described.
Lesson: Taking personal responsibility for the decisions you make - pu�ng your name to 
them rather than hiding behind "that's just how it's done" - is a form of honesty I respect 
deeply.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:3 - the earlier age of thirty, now formally revised here.

23:28 (KJV) Because their office was to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of 
the LORD, in the courts, and in the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, and 
the work of the service of the house of God;
(B:E Project) Their duty was to assist Aaron's descendants in the service of the LORD's 
house - in the courtyards, in the side rooms, in purifying all the holy items, and in the 
general work of serving God's house.

Context: This begins a detailed list (running through verse 32) of exactly what the 
Levites' new du�es involved, now that transport work had ended and se�led temple 

service had begun.
Meaning: The Levites' role is defined here as suppor�ve rather than central - assis�ng 
the priests rather than performing the priesthood themselves - yet the range of tasks 
(courtyards, chambers, purifica�on, general upkeep) shows just how essen�al and 
skilled that suppor�ng role really was.
Lesson: Suppor�ng someone else's work well is not a lesser calling. I value the people 
who make others' ministry, work, or leadership possible just as much as those out front 
- perhaps more, since they rarely get the credit.
See Also: Numbers 3:6-9 - the Levites' original assignment to assist Aaron, established 
genera�ons earlier under Moses.

23:29 (KJV) Both for the shewbread, and for the fine flour for meat offering, and for the 
unleavened cakes, and for that which is baked in the pan, and for that which is fried, and 
for all manner of measure and size;
(B:E Project) They were also responsible for the shewbread, the fine flour for grain 
offerings, the unleavened wafers, whatever was baked in a pan or fried, and for all 
ma�ers of measurement and quan�ty.

Context: This con�nues the prac�cal duty list, focused specifically on food-related 
offerings - the bread and grain elements of Israel's worship system, which required 
careful, exact prepara�on.
Meaning: This is essen�ally a descrip�on of a dedicated catering and quality-control 
team within the temple - precise measurements, correct recipes, consistent standards - 
showing that worship involved real cra� and diligence in unglamorous, repe��ve tasks 
done well.
Lesson: Doing small, repe��ve tasks with real care and precision is its own form of 
devo�on. I no�ce the person who measures carefully and does the unseen job properly 
just as much as the one leading from the front.
See Also: Levi�cus 24:5-9 - the original instruc�ons for preparing the shewbread; 
Levi�cus 2:1-7 - the detailed rules for grain offerings these Levites were maintaining.

23:30 (KJV) And to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at even;
(B:E Project) They were also to stand every morning to give thanks and praise to the 
LORD, and to do the same again every evening.

Context: This describes a fixed daily rhythm of worship - morning and evening - carried 
out consistently by the Levites as part of temple life, independent of any special 
occasion.
Meaning: Gra�tude here isn't reserved for rare, drama�c moments - it's scheduled, 
twice a day, every day, as a discipline. That structure ma�ers: relying only on feeling 
grateful "when it happens" produces much less than deliberately building thankfulness 
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into the rhythm of ordinary life.
Lesson: Don't wait to feel grateful before you prac�se gra�tude. Build small, regular 
moments of thanks into your morning and your evening, and let the habit itself begin to 
shape how you feel.
See Also: Psalm 92:1-2 - a psalm specifically wri�en for this prac�ce of declaring God's 
love "in the morning" and faithfulness "every night."

23:31 (KJV) And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the LORD in the sabbaths, in the new moons, 
and on the set feasts, by number, according to the order commanded unto them, 
con�nually before the LORD:
(B:E Project) They were also to offer all the burnt sacrifices to the LORD on the Sabbaths, 
at the new moon fes�vals, and at the appointed feasts - always in the correct number 
and order commanded, con�nually before the LORD.

Context: This lists the Levites' role in Israel's larger calendar of worship - weekly, 
monthly, and annual observances - all carried out according to a fixed, prescribed 
pa�ern rather than improvised.
Meaning: There's real value placed on consistency and order here - "by number, 
according to the order commanded" - showing that meaningful worship for Israel wasn't 
just hear�elt spontaneity but also reliable structure that everyone could depend on and 
take part in.
Lesson: Consistency is its own kind of love - showing up the same way, on schedule, 
whether or not you feel inspired that day. Reliable rhythms in your life (and in how you 
treat the people who count on you) build trust that spontaneity alone never can.
See Also: Numbers 28:1-15 - the original detailed instruc�ons for these Sabbath and 
new-moon offerings, given to Moses.

23:32 (KJV) And that they should keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congrega�on, and 
the charge of the holy place, and the charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, in the 
service of the house of the LORD.
(B:E Project) And they were to keep watch over the tent of mee�ng, the holy place, and 
to assist their fellow Levites, the sons of Aaron, in the service of the LORD's house.

Context: This closing verse of chapter 23 sums up the whole preceding duty list in one 
sentence, ending the chapter on the theme of faithful, coopera�ve guardianship of 
Israel's worship space.
Meaning: The chapter ends not with grandeur but with the plain word "charge" - 
watchfulness, safekeeping, responsibility. The Levites' calling, from the top of the 
chapter to the bo�om, is fundamentally about faithful care of something sacred on 
behalf of everyone else.

Lesson: I'm asking you to keep watch over what's been entrusted to you - a rela�onship, 
a responsibility, a piece of trust someone gave you - with quiet faithfulness, not because 
it's drama�c, but because that steady care is what love actually looks like most days.
See Also: Numbers 3:7-8 - the Levites' original charge to "keep the charge" of the 
tabernacle under Moses; 1 Chronicles 9:26-27 - a related picture of Levites keeping 
watch over the house of God, even sleeping there.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 24

Chapter 24 explains how King David, along with the priests Zadok and Ahimelech, set up a system 
to organise the descendants of Aaron for their du�es as priests. Since Aaron's first two sons had 
died without children, all future priests came from the lines of his other two sons, Eleazar and 
Ithamar. David created 24 different groups from these families and used a random drawing, like 
picking names out of a hat, to decide which group would serve in the temple at different �mes. 
Sixteen groups came from Eleazar's family and eight from Ithamar's. The chapter then lists all 24 
names of these priestly divisions. Finally, it also provides a list of other Levite families, who weren't 
priests but helped with other temple tasks, and men�ons that they too were organised into 
groups through a similar process of drawing lots. This whole system was designed to ensure 
smooth and orderly service in God's house, just as God had originally commanded through Aaron.

24:1 (KJV) Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
(B:E Project) These are the divisions of Aaron's descendants. Aaron's sons were Nadab, 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

Context: This opens the priestly organisa�on chapter by naming all four of Aaron's 
original sons, se�ng up the tragic fact revealed in the next verse.
Meaning: Lis�ng all four sons - including the two who would die - is a way of being fully 
honest about the family's real history, not edi�ng out the painful parts before explaining 
how the priesthood actually con�nued.
Lesson: I don't ask you to hide the hard or embarrassing parts of your story before telling 
the good parts. The whole truth, loss included, is what makes the rest of the story mean 
something real.
See Also: Exodus 6:23 - the original naming of all four of Aaron's sons; Levi�cus 10:1-2 - 
the incident in which Nadab and Abihu died.

24:2 (KJV) But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, and had no children: therefore 
Eleazar and Ithamar executed the priest’s office.
(B:E Project) But Nadab and Abihu died before their father Aaron, and they had no 
children - so Eleazar and Ithamar carried out the du�es of the priesthood.

     CHAPTER 24
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Context: This refers back to Levi�cus 10, where Nadab and Abihu were killed a�er 
offering "strange fire" that God had not commanded - a serious and sobering event that 
shaped who would lead Israel's priesthood from then on.
Meaning: The verse doesn't dwell on the details of that earlier tragedy, but it doesn't 
hide it either - it simply states the consequence plainly: two lines ended, two con�nued. 
The whole structure being built in this chapter exists precisely because of that earlier 
loss.
Lesson: Even painful, hard-to-explain losses in your family or your past can s�ll become 
the ground something good is later built on. I don't erase your grief to make room for 
hope - both can be true at once.
See Also: Levi�cus 10:1-3 - the full account of Nadab and Abihu's death; Numbers 3:4 - 
an earlier, brief record of the same event and its consequence.

24:3 (KJV) And David distributed them, both Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of 
the sons of Ithamar, according to their offices in their service.
(B:E Project) David organised them - Zadok, from Eleazar's line, and Ahimelech, from 
Ithamar's line - according to their du�es in the service.

Context: David works with the two senior priests represen�ng each surviving branch of 
Aaron's family, Zadok and Ahimelech, to fairly organise the en�re priesthood into 
working divisions.
Meaning: David doesn't impose this structure alone from the top down - he does it in 
partnership with the actual leaders of both priestly lines, giving the arrangement 
legi�macy and buy-in from those it would affect most directly.
Lesson: When you're se�ng up something that will shape other people's lives - rules, 
schedules, responsibili�es - involve the people it actually affects rather than deciding 
everything unilaterally. Shared decisions tend to earn real trust.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:17 - Zadok and Ahimelech (there listed as Abiathar's son) named 
earlier as David's chief priests; 1 Chronicles 24:6 - the same two men present again as 
this organisa�on is formally recorded.

24:4 (KJV) And there were more chief men found of the sons of Eleazar than of the sons of 
Ithamar; and thus were they divided. Among the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief 
men of the house of their fathers, and eight among the sons of Ithamar according to the 
house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) More leading men were found among Eleazar's descendants than among 
Ithamar's, so they were divided accordingly: sixteen family heads for Eleazar's line, and 
eight for Ithamar's.

Context: This explains why the priestly divisions weren't split evenly (twelve and twelve, 
say) but instead 16 and 8 - a decision based on the actual, current size of each family line.

Meaning: Fairness here doesn't mean forcing an ar�ficial equal split - it means honestly 
matching the structure to reality. Eleazar's line had genuinely grown larger, so the 
system reflects that truth rather than pretending both families were the same size for 
the sake of �diness.
Lesson: Real fairness some�mes looks uneven on paper, because it's built on truth 
rather than a false sense of sameness. I care more about honest, propor�onate 
treatment than about superficial equality that ignores the facts.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:11 - an earlier example of Levite family groups being merged 
or divided based on actual size rather than a forced pa�ern.

24:5 (KJV) Thus were they divided by lot, one sort with another; for the governors of the 
sanctuary, and governors of the house of God, were of the sons of Eleazar, and of the 
sons of Ithamar.
(B:E Project) They were divided by cas�ng lots, trea�ng both family lines equally, 
because officials of the sanctuary and officials of God's house came from both Eleazar's 
descendants and Ithamar's descendants.

Context: Despite the uneven family sizes (16 versus 8, from verse 4), the actual order of 
service was determined by lot - a method understood in Israel as pu�ng the outcome 
in God's hands rather than human preference or seniority.
Meaning: Cas�ng lots was Israel's way of removing personal bias, favouri�sm, and 
rivalry from a decision that could easily have caused resentment between the two family 
branches. Both lines, large or small, got treated with equal dignity in how the rota was 
actually assigned.
Lesson: When people you're responsible for might feel unequal or overlooked, look for 
ways to be genuinely impar�al rather than le�ng size, status, or personal favourites 
decide outcomes. Everyone deserves a fair shot, not just the most prominent.
See Also: Proverbs 16:33 - "the lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is 
of the LORD"; Acts 1:26 - the apostles using the same method to choose Ma�hias, 
showing its con�nued use much later.

24:6 (KJV) And Shemaiah the son of Nethaneel the scribe, one of the Levites, wrote them 
before the king, and the princes, and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech the son of 
Abiathar, and before the chief of the fathers of the priests and Levites: one principal 
household being taken for Eleazar, and one taken for Ithamar.
(B:E Project) Shemaiah, son of Nethaneel the scribe, one of the Levites, wrote the list 
down in front of the king, the leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahimelech son of Abiathar, and 
the heads of the priestly and Levite families - with one family taken in turn for Eleazar 
and one for Ithamar.

Context: This describes the formal, official recording of the lot-cas�ng process - a scribe 
present, witnessed publicly by the highest civil and religious authori�es of Israel.
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Meaning: The care taken here to document everything properly, with named witnesses, 
shows how seriously Israel treated ins�tu�onal transparency - nothing was le� to 
memory, rumour, or private arrangement; it was wri�en and witnessed.
Lesson: I value honesty that's willing to be checked - keeping clear records, being 
transparent about decisions that affect others, rather than relying on people just 
trus�ng your word without evidence. Good record-keeping is a quiet form of integrity.
See Also: Nehemiah 12:1-7, 12-21 - a much later record of priestly families, showing how 
seriously these lists con�nued to be kept for genera�ons.

24:7 (KJV) Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah,
(B:E Project) The first lot fell to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah.

Context: This begins the formal lis�ng of all 24 priestly divisions in the order the lots fell 
- a list of prac�cal significance that Israel would con�nue to use for centuries.
Meaning: Jehoiarib, drawing the very first lot, became the ancestor of a priestly line of 
major later significance: centuries a�erward, the priest Ma�athias, who sparked the 
Maccabean revolt against Greek rule in the 2nd century BC, came from "the course of 
Joarib." A name drawn almost at random here would echo far into Israel's later history.
Lesson: A small, seemingly ordinary moment - a name drawn from a lot - can carry 
consequences reaching centuries into the future that you'll never see. Do your part 
faithfully; you rarely get to know how far its effects will travel.
See Also: 1 Maccabees 2:1 - Ma�athias, sparking the Maccabean revolt, iden�fied as "of 
the sons of Joarib" (Jehoiarib); Luke 1:5 - the priestly "courses" system, s�ll opera�ng in 
the New Testament era, over 900 years a�er this list was drawn.

24:8 (KJV) The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim,
(B:E Project) The third lot fell to Harim, the fourth to Seorim.

Context: The list of 24 divisions con�nues in strict numerical order.
Meaning: The division of Harim reappears centuries later in Ezra 2:39, among the 
priestly families that returned from Babylonian exile to rebuild Jerusalem - showing that 
this exact organisa�onal structure David set up survived a na�onal catastrophe and was 
s�ll meaningful genera�ons a�erward.
Lesson: Something built well and given real structure can outlast disaster and exile. 
Don't assume that careful, faithful organisa�on now is wasted just because hard �mes 
may come later - it can be the very thing that helps people rebuild.
See Also: Ezra 2:39 - the family of Harim listed among those returning from Babylonian 
exile, using this same division name.

24:9 (KJV) The fi�h to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin,

(B:E Project) The fi�h lot fell to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin.

Context: The ordered list of priestly divisions con�nues.
Meaning: These names, unremarkable as they may look in a list, represent real 
extended families who would serve at the temple on a fixed rota�on for genera�ons - 
each with its own iden�ty and place within Israel's worship life, however briefly 
recorded here.
Lesson: A brief men�on doesn't mean a small life. I hold each name, each family, each 
ordinary contribu�on in view even when history only gives them a single line.
See Also: Nehemiah 10:3 - Malchijah's name appearing again among priests renewing 
their covenant commitment genera�ons later.

24:10 (KJV) The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,
(B:E Project) The seventh lot fell to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah.

Context: The list con�nues; the eighth division, Abijah, will later become significant far 
beyond this passage.
Meaning: This is one of the most important names in the whole list for later readers of 
the New Testament: the priest Zechariah, father of John the Bap�st, belonged to "the 
course of Abia" (Luke 1:5) - meaning Zechariah's turn to serve in the Jerusalem temple, 
centuries later, was s�ll determined by the very rota�on established in this verse.
Lesson: A system set up faithfully in one genera�on can s�ll be quietly working, 
unno�ced, when the next great turning point in the story arrives. What you build with 
care can s�ll be in use long a�er you're gone, doing more than you ever imagined.
See Also: Luke 1:5-9 - Zechariah, father of John the Bap�st, serving in "the course of 
Abia," directly descended from this eighth priestly division.

24:11 (KJV) The ninth to Jeshuah, the tenth to Shecaniah,
(B:E Project) The ninth lot fell to Jeshuah, the tenth to Shecaniah.

Context: The list of divisions con�nues in order.
Meaning: "Jeshuah" (a variant of the name Jeshua/Joshua, meaning "the LORD saves") 
is worth no�ng - the same underlying name later belongs to Israel's high priest a�er the 
exile (Joshua/Jeshua in Ezra and Zechariah) and, most significantly, to Jesus himself, 
whose name carries the iden�cal meaning.
Lesson: Even a name in a list can carry meaning worth pausing over - "the LORD saves" 
- a truth that shows up again and again through the Bible's story, right up to its central 
figure. Meaning o�en hides in plain, ordinary places.
See Also: Zechariah 3:1 - Joshua (Jeshua) the high priest a�er the exile, sharing this 
name; Ma�hew 1:21 - the angel explaining that Jesus is to be named for "he shall save 
his people."
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24:12 (KJV) The eleventh to Eliashib, the twel�h to Jakim,
(B:E Project) The eleventh lot fell to Eliashib, the twel�h to Jakim.

Context: The list con�nues, marking the halfway point of the 24 divisions.
Meaning: Eliashib's name later belongs to a high priest during Nehemiah's �me who 
controversially allowed a foreign ally space within the temple courts (Nehemiah 13) - a 
reminder that a name repeated genera�ons later doesn't guarantee the same character 
or faithfulness as its first bearer.
Lesson: A good name or good posi�on inherited from the past doesn't automa�cally 
guarantee good character in the present. What ma�ers to me is not the name you carry 
but the choices you actually make with it.
See Also: Nehemiah 13:4-9 - a later Eliashib, the high priest, whose compromised 
conduct contrasts with the careful order set up here.

24:13 (KJV) The thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,
(B:E Project) The thirteenth lot fell to Huppah, the fourteenth to Jeshebeab.

Context: The ordered list of priestly divisions con�nues steadily.
Meaning: These are among the more obscure names in the whole list, appearing 
nowhere else significant in the Bible - yet they were recorded with exactly the same care 
as the more famous names around them, receiving no less dignity for being 
unremembered elsewhere.
Lesson: You don't need to be famous or o�en men�oned to ma�er completely. I record 
and value the quiet, rarely-no�ced people just as fully as the well-known ones.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:7-18 - the full list this verse belongs to, where obscure and 
notable names sit side by side with equal weight.

24:14 (KJV) The fi�eenth to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer,
(B:E Project) The fi�eenth lot fell to Bilgah, the sixteenth to Immer.

Context: The list con�nues; the sixteenth division, Immer, marks the final priestly 
division descended specifically from Eleazar's larger family branch (see verse 4).
Meaning: Immer's family reappears prominently a�er the exile - both among the 
returning priests in Ezra 2:37 and as the family of the priest Pashur, who later opposed 
and imprisoned the prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 20:1-2) - a reminder that being part of 
a sacred rota�on didn't guarantee good conduct from every descendant.
Lesson: Belonging to a faithful tradi�on or a respected family doesn't excuse you from 
making your own right choices. I judge each person by what they actually do, not simply 
by the good structure or heritage they were born into.
See Also: Ezra 2:37 - the family of Immer among the priests returning from exile; 
Jeremiah 20:1-2 - Pashur, of the family of Immer, imprisoning the prophet Jeremiah.

24:15 (KJV) The seventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to Aphses,
(B:E Project) The seventeenth lot fell to Hezir, the eighteenth to Aphses.

Context: The list of 24 divisions con�nues, now moving into those primarily descended 
from Ithamar's smaller family branch.
Meaning: A monument inscribed with the name "Hezir" was discovered in the Kidron 
Valley near Jerusalem, dated to roughly this later Second Temple period - a rare piece of 
physical evidence connec�ng an ordinary name from this ancient list to real archaeology 
outside the Bible.
Lesson: The people recorded here weren't legendary figures - they were real families 
who le� real, if faint, traces in history. Your own ordinary life leaves traces too, even ones 
you'll never see the impact of.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:7-18 - the complete list this division belongs to.

24:16 (KJV) The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twen�eth to Jehezekel,
(B:E Project) The nineteenth lot fell to Pethahiah, the twen�eth to Jehezekel.

Context: The ordered list of divisions con�nues steadily toward its conclusion.
Meaning: "Pethahiah" means roughly "the LORD has opened" - a small but hopeful 
meaning embedded in an otherwise plain administra�ve list, another example of how 
deeply Israelite naming was �ed to faith and gra�tude even in rou�ne record-keeping.
Lesson: Even mundane, everyday parts of your life can quietly carry hope and meaning 
within them if you pay a�en�on - you don't have to reserve faith only for the drama�c 
moments.
See Also: Nehemiah 9:5 - a later Levite named Pethahiah, sharing the meaning-rich 
name, leading public worship genera�ons a�erward.

24:17 (KJV) The one and twen�eth to Jachin, the two and twen�eth to Gamul,
(B:E Project) The twenty-first lot fell to Jachin, the twenty-second to Gamul.

Context: The list con�nues, nearing its end.
Meaning: "Jachin" is also, notably, the name given to one of the two great bronze pillars 
that would stand at the entrance of Solomon's temple (1 Kings 7:21) - meaning "he shall 
establish" - showing how the same meaningful words recurred across different parts of 
Israel's worship life, from priestly names to temple architecture.
Lesson: Themes of stability and being firmly established run right through the story I'm 
part of - in people's names, in buildings, in promises. I want the same kind of steady 
founda�on for your own life.
See Also: 1 Kings 7:21 - the pillar named Jachin at the entrance to Solomon's temple, 
sharing this same name and meaning.
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24:18 (KJV) The three and twen�eth to Delaiah, the four and twen�eth to Maaziah.
(B:E Project) The twenty-third lot fell to Delaiah, the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

Context: This verse completes the full list of the 24 priestly divisions, ending the 
systema�c account that began in verse 7.
Meaning: With the final lot drawn, every one of the 24 courses has now been assigned 
a place in the rota�on - a complete, workable system meant to serve Israel's worship 
fairly and sustainably for genera�ons, right down to the very last division named.
Lesson: Finishing well ma�ers as much as star�ng well. I want you to see tasks through 
completely, giving the last, least prominent part of a job the same care you gave the first.
See Also: Nehemiah 10:8 - a Maaziah among the priests renewing the covenant 
genera�ons later, showing this division's name s�ll ac�ve long a�erward.

24:19 (KJV) These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the 
LORD, according to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had 
commanded him.
(B:E Project) This was the order of their service for coming into the LORD's house, 
following the pa�ern set by Aaron their ancestor, exactly as the LORD, the God of Israel, 
had commanded him.

Context: This closing verse of the priestly division sec�on explains that the whole 24-
course rota�on, though organised now by David and lot-cas�ng, is understood as 
fulfilling instruc�ons God had originally given through Aaron genera�ons earlier.
Meaning: David's new organisa�onal system isn't presented as a human innova�on 
replacing divine command - it's presented as the faithful, prac�cal outworking of what 
God had already established through Aaron long before. New structures can serve old, 
God-given purposes rather than compe�ng with them.
Lesson: When you build something new - a rou�ne, an ins�tu�on, a way of doing things 
- ask whether it's actually serving the deeper purpose you already know is right, rather 
than just serving convenience or novelty for its own sake.
See Also: Levi�cus 8:1-9 - God's original commands to Moses regarding Aaron's 
consecra�on and priestly du�es, referenced here as the ul�mate source of this order.

24:20 (KJV) And the rest of the sons of Levi were these: Of the sons of Amram; Shubael: of the 
sons of Shubael; Jehdeiah.
(B:E Project) As for the rest of the Levites: from Amram's descendants came Shubael; 
from Shubael's descendants came Jehdeiah.

Context: Having finished the priestly (Aaronic) divisions, the text now turns to organise 
the remaining, non-priestly Levite families - largely revisi�ng names already given in 
chapter 23, some�mes with added detail.

Meaning: This sec�on shows that the same careful, individual-by-name organisa�on 
given to the priests was extended to every other Levite family too - the non-priestly 
majority weren't treated as a lesser a�erthought but were organised with equal 
thoroughness.
Lesson: Roles that aren't the most visible or pres�gious s�ll deserve the same careful 
a�en�on and respect as the roles everyone no�ces. I don't organise my care around 
status - everyone gets the same thoroughness.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:16-17 - the earlier lis�ng of this same Amram-to-Shubael-to-
Jehdeiah family line under slightly different names.

24:21 (KJV) Concerning Rehabiah: of the sons of Rehabiah, the first was Isshiah.
(B:E Project) Concerning Rehabiah: his first-named son was Isshiah.

Context: This con�nues the non-priestly Levite genealogy, picking up the family of 
Rehabiah, previously men�oned in chapter 23 as having "very many sons."
Meaning: Out of the large family men�oned earlier (23:17), this verse simply names the 
one who held the leading posi�on - a small but useful detail for anyone trying to track 
responsibility and precedence within a big extended family.
Lesson: In a large family or group, someone s�ll has to carry the prac�cal responsibility 
of leading well. If that's you, carry it with humility, not as a status symbol but as a genuine 
service to those depending on you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:17 - the earlier note that Rehabiah had "very many sons," 
se�ng up this verse's iden�fica�on of the eldest.

24:22 (KJV) Of the Izharites; Shelomoth: of the sons of Shelomoth; Jahath.
(B:E Project) Among the Izharites: Shelomoth was named, and among Shelomoth's own 
descendants, Jahath.

Context: This con�nues down the family line of Izhar, Kohath's second son (compare 1 
Chronicles 23:12, 18).
Meaning: "Shelomoth" here appears to be essen�ally the same figure as "Shelomith," 
named as chief of the Izharites back in chapter 23:18 - a reminder that Hebrew names 
transliterated into English can shi� slightly between passages while referring to the 
same person or family line.
Lesson: Don't let small surface differences - in spelling, in how someone presents, in 
minor inconsistencies - stop you from recognising the same real person or truth 
underneath. Look past the surface to what's actually there.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:18 - the earlier, closely related lis�ng of "Shelomith" as chief of 
the Izharites.
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24:23 (KJV) And the sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, 
Jekameam the fourth.
(B:E Project) Hebron's sons: Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and 
Jekameam the fourth.

Context: This repeats, almost word for word, the list already given in 1 Chronicles 23:19, 
now placed within the lot-cas�ng context of chapter 24.
Meaning: The Bible doesn't mind repea�ng informa�on when it serves a new purpose - 
here the same four names from chapter 23 are recorded again specifically because this 
chapter is about assigning them their place in the service rota�on by lot, not just 
recording their existence.
Lesson: Repe��on isn't always a mistake or padding - some�mes going back over the 
same ground with a new purpose is exactly the right thing to do. Revisit what you 
already know when it serves a new, necessary step forward.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:19 - the near-iden�cal earlier lis�ng of these same four sons of 
Hebron.

24:24 (KJV) Of the sons of Uzziel; Michah: of the sons of Michah; Shamir.
(B:E Project) Among Uzziel's descendants: Michah; and among Michah's own 
descendants, Shamir.

Context: This con�nues the non-priestly Levite genealogy down through Kohath's 
fourth son, Uzziel (see 23:12, 20).
Meaning: This traces one further genera�on beyond the earlier list in chapter 23:20, 
which only named Micah (Michah) as first among Uzziel's sons - here we addi�onally 
learn his own son's name, Shamir, filling out the family record more completely.
Lesson: Genuine care for people o�en means going one layer deeper than the minimum 
- not stopping at "who's in charge" but taking the �me to know the next genera�on too.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:20 - the earlier, shorter lis�ng naming only Micah among 
Uzziel's sons.

24:25 (KJV) The brother of Michah was Isshiah: of the sons of Isshiah; Zechariah.
(B:E Project) Michah's brother was Isshiah; and among Isshiah's own descendants, 
Zechariah.

Context: This adds detail not found in chapter 23 - a brother of Michah, and his own son 
- con�nuing to flesh out the Uzzielite family line.
Meaning: The name Zechariah ("the LORD remembers") appears here as an ordinary 
Levite genera�ons before it becomes famous through the prophet Zechariah and later 
s�ll through the priest Zechariah, father of John the Bap�st - a good example of how 
common, meaningful names recur throughout Israel's long history.

Lesson: You share your name, your gi�s, even your calling with many others across �me 
- that doesn't make your own version of it any less real or valuable. Live out your own life 
fully, even when your name or your path has been walked before.
See Also: Luke 1:5-13 - Zechariah, father of John the Bap�st, a much later bearer of this 
same meaningful name.

24:26 (KJV) The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi: the sons of Jaaziah; Beno.
(B:E Project) Merari's sons were Mahli and Mushi; and the sons of Jaaziah: Beno.

Context: This begins the final family branch, Merari, within the non-priestly Levite 
genealogy, and introduces a figure - Jaaziah - not men�oned previously in chapter 23's 
Merarite lis�ng.
Meaning: The appearance of Jaaziah and his son Beno here, absent from the earlier 
chapter 23 genealogy, suggests these lists reflect real, evolving family records over �me 
rather than a single sta�c document - later genera�ons and branches were added as the 
record-keeping con�nued.
Lesson: Records of who belongs, of family and community, are living things that grow 
and get added to over �me - not fixed forever at one moment. Stay open to new names 
being added to your own circle of belonging.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:21 - the earlier, shorter Merarite genealogy that this verse 
builds upon and extends.

24:27 (KJV) The sons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Shoham, and Zaccur, and Ibri.
(B:E Project) Merari's descendants through Jaaziah were: Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and 
Ibri.

Context: This verse expands directly on the previous one, lis�ng all of Jaaziah's sons 
rather than just the first named.
Meaning: Whether "Beno" here is meant as a personal name or simply the Hebrew 
word for "his son" (referring back to Jaaziah) is genuinely debated among translators - a 
small, honest reminder that ancient Hebrew genealogies some�mes contain real 
ambigui�es that even careful scholarship can't fully resolve.
Lesson: It's alright not to have every last detail perfectly resolved. Faith and 
understanding can hold together even with some genuine uncertainty at the edges - 
what ma�ers most is usually s�ll clear.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:26 - the verse immediately before, introducing Jaaziah and 
beginning this same family list.

24:28 (KJV) Of Mahli came Eleazar, who had no sons.
(B:E Project) From Mahli came Eleazar, who had no sons.
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Context: This picks back up the line of Mahli, Merari's first son (see verse 26 and 23:21), 
repea�ng and confirming a detail already given in chapter 23:22.
Meaning: This confirms the earlier note (23:22) that Eleazar died without sons - here 
stated simply and directly, without repea�ng the detail about his daughters marrying 
within the family, since that resolu�on has already been recorded.
Lesson: Some�mes a hard fact about a family or a life - like a line ending, or an 
expecta�on not met - just needs to be stated plainly and accepted, without needing to 
explain it away every �me it comes up.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:22 - the fuller earlier account, including how Eleazar's 
daughters married their cousins to preserve the family line.

24:29 (KJV) Concerning Kish: the son of Kish was Jerahmeel.
(B:E Project) Concerning Kish: his son was Jerahmeel.

Context: This con�nues the Mahli branch of Merari's line, naming the son of Kish, who 
(per 23:22) had earlier married the daughters of his cousin Eleazar.
Meaning: This is a brief but meaningful con�nua�on - Jerahmeel's very existence in this 
record is part of the outcome of that earlier family arrangement, where Kish's sons 
married Eleazar's daughters specifically to keep the family line and inheritance from 
disappearing.
Lesson: The choices earlier genera�ons make to protect and include others o�en ripple 
forward in ways you can trace much later. What you do to keep someone from being le� 
out can shape lives long a�er you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:22 - the earlier account of Kish's sons marrying Eleazar's 
daughters, which set up this very con�nua�on of the family line.

24:30 (KJV) The sons also of Mushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the sons of the 
Levites a�er the house of their fathers.
(B:E Project) Mushi's sons were also named: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth. These were the 
descendants of the Levites, listed according to their family households.

Context: This closes the non-priestly Levite genealogy (begun at verse 20) by finishing 
the Mushi branch of Merari's family, closely paralleling the earlier list in 23:23.
Meaning: This near-repeat of 23:23 (with "Jeremoth" spelled slightly differently as 
"Jerimoth") signals the end of the full genealogical sec�on, drawing together every 
remaining Levite family before the chapter moves to its final summarising verse about 
lot-cas�ng.
Lesson: I want you to no�ce how much pa�ent repe��on and care went into making 
sure not one family was le� off this record. That same pa�ence - going over the details 
un�l everyone is properly included - is worth bringing into your own rela�onships.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:23 - the earlier, closely parallel lis�ng of Mushi's three sons.

24:31 (KJV) These likewise cast lots over against their brethren the sons of Aaron in the 
presence of David the king, and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers of the 
priests and Levites, even the principal fathers over against their younger brethren.
(B:E Project) These Levite family heads also cast lots, just as their fellow priests, the 
descendants of Aaron, had done, in the presence of King David, Zadok, Ahimelech, and 
the heads of the priestly and Levite families - with the leading households treated exactly 
the same as their younger rela�ves.

Context: This final verse of the chapter closes the whole organisa�onal process by 
confirming that the non-priestly Levites received the iden�cal fair, lot-based system 
already used for the priestly divisions earlier in the chapter.
Meaning: The closing phrase is the real point: "the principal fathers over against their 
younger brethren" - meaning senior, high-status family heads and their younger 
rela�ves went through exactly the same random, impar�al process, with no special 
exemp�on for age, seniority, or family prominence.
Lesson: I don't run a system where the powerful get to skip the queue and the ordinary 
have to wait their turn. Real fairness treats the most senior and the most junior person 
in the room by the very same rule, and I ask you to build that same fairness into 
whatever you're in charge of.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:5 - the earlier statement of the same impar�al lot-cas�ng 
principle for the priests, now extended equally to the rest of the Levites; James 2:1-4 - 
the New Testament's warning against showing favouri�sm between people of different 
status.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 25

This chapter details King David's systema�c organisa�on of the Levi�cal musicians designated to 
serve in the Lord's Temple. It highlights the descendants of Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, outlining 
their special duty to proclaim God's messages and lead worship through their music, using 
instruments like harps, lyres, and cymbals. The text lists the leaders of these musical families and 
describes how a total of 288 highly skilled musicians were arranged into twenty-four dis�nct 
groups. These groups then used a system of drawing lots to fairly determine their specific turns 
and schedules for service, ensuring a regular rota�on for everyone, from the most seasoned 
teachers to the newest students.

25:1 (KJV) Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of 
Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, 
and with cymbals: and the number of the workmen according to their service was:
(B:E Project) David and his army commanders picked out the descendants of Asaph, 
Heman and Jeduthun to serve as musicians - people who would deliver God's message 
through music, using harps, lyres and cymbals. Here is the count of who did this work.

     CHAPTER 25
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Context: This chapter follows the organisa�on of priests (ch.24) with the organisa�on of 
temple musicians. Notably, it's David and his military captains who set this up, showing 
worship was organised with the same seriousness as an army - itself an unusual pairing 
of "war leaders" and "worship music."
Meaning: The word translated "prophesy" here doesn't mean predic�ng the future - it 
means speaking or performing under inspira�on, delivering something from God to 
people, and music was treated as a way of doing that. This tells us the ancient Israelites 
saw art and music not as decora�on but as a serious voca�on, worthy of being organised 
at the highest level of the state, alongside the army itself.
Lesson: I want you to know that when you use a gi� - music, art, whatever it is - to li� 
others up, that is holy work, not a lesser calling stuck on the side of "real life." Give your 
gi�s of crea�vity the same devo�on and rigour you'd give any life-and-death 
responsibility.
See Also: Psalm 150 - a call to praise God with every instrument, the same musical vision 
organised into prac�ce here. 1 Samuel 10:5 - prophets accompanied by harp, psaltery, 
and other instruments even earlier in Israel's history.

25:2 (KJV) Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons of 
Asaph under the hands of Asaph, which prophesied according to the order of the king.
(B:E Project) Among Asaph's family: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah and Asarelah - Asaph's 
own sons, working under Asaph's direc�on, delivering their message under the king's 
authority.

Context: Asaph was one of David's three chief musicians (see 1 Chronicles 16:5) and 
several psalms (50, 73-83) are a�ributed to him or his family line, sugges�ng this family 
kept composing and performing for genera�ons.
Meaning: Naming these four individually, rather than just saying "Asaph and his sons," 
gives real people credit for a role that could easily be summarised away. It's a small but 
consistent pa�ern in this book: recognising ordinary contributors by name, not just the 
famous leader over them.
Lesson: I no�ce the people whose names rarely get remembered. If you serve faithfully 
under someone else's leadership, your contribu�on is not invisible to me - it counts, 
even when your name isn't the one people repeat.
See Also: Psalm 73:1 - "A Psalm of Asaph," showing this family's musical legacy carried 
forward into scripture used for worship for centuries.

25:3 (KJV) Of Jeduthun: the sons of Jeduthun; Gedaliah, and Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, 
and Ma�thiah, six, under the hands of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a 
harp, to give thanks and to praise the LORD.
(B:E Project) From Jeduthun's family: his six sons Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Hashabiah and 
Ma�thiah, working under their father Jeduthun, playing the harp to thank and praise 

the LORD.

Context: Jeduthun (also called Ethan elsewhere) was the third of David's chief musicians 
alongside Asaph and Heman; his name appears in the headings of Psalms 39, 62 and 77.
Meaning: Note the stated purpose here - "to give thanks and to praise" - a specific 
emo�onal and spiritual func�on dis�nct from teaching or lament. Ancient Israelite 
worship music had different registers for different moods and purposes, much like a 
modern culture has different kinds of songs for different occasions.
Lesson: Gra�tude is not just a private feeling I want from you - it's something worth 
expressing out loud, deliberately, even publicly. Prac�sing thankfulness as a habit, not 
just a mood, changes how you experience your whole life.
See Also: Psalm 100:4 - "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving," the same thankful 
purpose described here put into a song people could actually sing.

25:4 (KJV) Of Heman: the sons of Heman: Bukkiah, Ma�aniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, 
Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddal�, and Romam�ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, 
and Mahazioth:
(B:E Project) From Heman's family: his sons Bukkiah, Ma�aniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, 
Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddal�, Romam�ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, 
Hothir and Mahazioth.

Context: Heman was a grandson of Samuel the prophet (1 Chronicles 6:33) and, like 
Asaph and Jeduthun, headed one of the three great musical families serving at the 
tabernacle and later temple.
Meaning: Several of these names read almost like phrases strung together (Giddal� 
means roughly "I have magnified," Romam�ezer "exalt with help") - some scholars think 
Heman named a run of his later sons as a kind of prayer-sentence, since Psalm 88's �tle 
also credits him. Even a family tree can carry a message if you read the names 
themselves.
Lesson: The words you choose to speak over your children, your work, your daily life - 
they shape how you and others see that life. Choose words that build up rather than tear 
down; even naming things is an act of hope.
See Also: Psalm 88 (�tle) - "Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite," connec�ng this Heman to 
one of the Bible's rawest psalms of lament.

25:5 (KJV) All these were the sons of Heman the king’s seer in the words of God, to li� up the 
horn. And God gave to Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.
(B:E Project) All these were the sons of Heman, who was the king's seer for delivering 
God's words, appointed to raise up strength and honour. God gave Heman fourteen 
sons and three daughters.
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Context: Calling Heman "the king's seer" places him alongside prophets like Gad and 
Nathan as someone David consulted directly - his musical role and his prophe�c role 
were the same thing, not two separate jobs.
Meaning: The men�on of daughters, unusual in ancient genealogies which mostly track 
sons, is worth no�cing - Heman's daughters presumably shared in the family's musical 
service too (v.6 groups "all these"), a hint of wider par�cipa�on than a first read might 
suggest.
Lesson: I see the people who typically get le� out of the official record. Don't assume 
your contribu�on ma�ers less just because history, or the people around you, don't 
always think to write it down.
See Also: Exodus 15:20 - Miriam leading women in song, another example of women's 
musical leadership in Israel. Psalm 88:1 - Heman the Ezrahite's own composi�on 
included in Israel's hymnbook.

25:6 (KJV) All these were under the hands of their father for song in the house of the LORD, 
with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God, according to the 
king’s order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman.
(B:E Project) All of them served under their father's direc�on, singing in the LORD's 
house with cymbals, harps and lyres, for temple worship, organised by the king's 
command through Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman.

Context: This verse summarises the whole arrangement of the three founding musical 
families before the chapter moves into head-count and lot-cas�ng detail.
Meaning: The repeated phrase "under the hands of their father" underlines a structure 
of mentorship and appren�ceship - musical skill and spiritual purpose were passed 
down within families, genera�on to genera�on, not simply assigned by a bureaucrat.
Lesson: Whatever skill or wisdom you've been given, pass it on to those coming a�er 
you. What you teach the next genera�on outlives you far more than anything you keep 
to yourself.
See Also: 2 Timothy 2:2 - Paul telling Timothy to pass teaching on to faithful people who 
will teach others also, the same genera�onal handoff.

25:7 (KJV) So the number of them, with their brethren that were instructed in the songs of the 
LORD, even all that were cunning, was two hundred fourscore and eight.
(B:E Project) The total count of musicians, including their rela�ves trained in the LORD's 
songs - everyone genuinely skilled - came to two hundred and eighty-eight.

Context: This total (288) will be divided into 24 groups of 12 in the verses that follow, 
mirroring the 24 divisions the priests were split into in chapter 24.
Meaning: The word rendered "cunning" here is an old English word simply meaning 
"skilled" or "expert" - not cunning in the nega�ve sense. It's a reminder that worship 

music was expected to be excellent, not merely willing; skill ma�ered, and people 
trained for it seriously.
Lesson: Bring your best effort to the things you do for others, not just your willingness. 
Loving service and skilled service aren't opposites - aim to grow good at what you offer, 
out of respect for the people receiving it.
See Also: Exodus 31:3-6 - Bezalel filled with skill for the tabernacle's cra�smanship, 
another case of trained excellence being treated as a gi� from God.

25:8 (KJV) And they cast lots, ward against ward, as well the small as the great, the teacher as 
the scholar.
(B:E Project) They drew lots to decide the order of service, one group against another, 
without regard to whether someone was young or old, a trained teacher or s�ll a 
student.

Context: Cas�ng lots (similar to drawing straws) was used throughout Israel's history to 
se�le divisions where no obvious hierarchy should apply, avoiding favouri�sm or 
dispute.
Meaning: This is a striking detail: seniority, experience and even teaching status did not 
guarantee a "be�er" slot. The system deliberately levelled everyone, so a master 
musician's family and a student's family had an equal chance at any given rota�on - 
status didn't buy privilege.
Lesson: I have no favourites, and I don't want you playing favourites either. Whether 
you've been doing something for decades or you started yesterday, you deserve a fair 
chance, not a rigged system that only rewards the already-powerful.
See Also: Proverbs 16:33 - "the lot is cast into the lap, but the whole disposing thereof is 
of the LORD." Acts 1:26 - the apostles cast lots to choose Judas's replacement, the same 
method s�ll used centuries later.

25:9 (KJV) Now the first lot came forth for Asaph to Joseph: the second to Gedaliah, who with 
his brethren and sons were twelve:
(B:E Project) The first lot fell to Asaph's family, specifically to Joseph; the second to 
Gedaliah, whose family group - coun�ng his rela�ves and sons - numbered twelve.

Context: This begins the lis�ng of the 24 rota�ng divisions of musicians, drawn by lot as 
described in verse 8. Joseph was named earlier among Asaph's sons (v.2); Gedaliah 
among Jeduthun's (v.3).
Meaning: Each of the 24 divisions numbered exactly twelve, regardless of family size or 
fame - a deliberate levelling that meant every rota�on of temple music had the same 
staffing, keeping worship consistently resourced week a�er week, not dependent on 
which family happened to be more numerous.
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Lesson: Fair structures ma�er as much as fair inten�ons. When you're organising 
anything - a team, a household, a project - build in a system that treats everyone equally 
rather than relying on your goodwill alone, because goodwill runs out and systems don't.
See Also: Numbers 26:55 - land divided among Israel's tribes by lot, an earlier instance 
of this same "fair by design" principle at na�onal scale.

25:10 (KJV) The third to Zaccur, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The third lot went to Zaccur - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in total.

Context: Zaccur was named in verse 2 as one of Asaph's four sons, so this confirms his 
branch of the family received its own rota�on.
Meaning: Zaccur's name means "remembered" or "mindful" - fi�ng for someone 
whose family role, genera�ons a�er him, was literally to be recorded here for anyone 
reading this book to remember.
Lesson: Being remembered isn't about achieving something spectacular. It's o�en 
simply about showing up faithfully to the role you've been given, genera�on a�er 
genera�on - and that quiet faithfulness is worth honouring.
See Also: Malachi 3:16 - a "book of remembrance" wri�en for those who feared the 
LORD, a similar idea of God keeping account of ordinary faithfulness.

25:11 (KJV) The fourth to Izri, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The fourth lot went to Izri (also called Zeri) - he, his sons and his rela�ves, 
twelve in total.

Context: This is the same man called Zeri in verse 3, one of Jeduthun's sons - Hebrew 
names were some�mes spelled or shortened differently even within the same 
document.
Meaning: Small spelling varia�ons like Izri/Zeri aren't a contradic�on to worry over; 
ancient scribes were recording spoken names, and slight variants show up naturally, 
much like "Steven" and "Stephen" today referring to the same name.
Lesson: Don't let small inconsistencies or imperfect labels distract you from the 
substance of a person or a truth. Look past the surface details to what's actually being 
said.
See Also: Genesis 17:5 - Abram's name changed to Abraham, an example of the Bible 
itself trea�ng name-forms as flexible rather than fixed.

25:12 (KJV) The fi�h to Nethaniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The fi�h lot went to Nethaniah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Nethaniah was named in verse 2 as one of Asaph's sons, receiving the fi�h of 
the 24 rota�ng slots.
Meaning: Nethaniah's name means "gi� of the LORD" - a common type of Hebrew 
name that expresses gra�tude for a child's birth, folding faith into the most everyday 
family moment.
Lesson: Consider the ordinary things in your life - your children, your talents, your 
circumstances - as gi�s rather than achievements or en�tlements. That shi� in 
perspec�ve changes how you hold onto things and how generously you share them.
See Also: James 1:17 - "every good gi�... is from above," the same idea of gi�-language 
applied to all of life.

25:13 (KJV) The sixth to Bukkiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The sixth lot went to Bukkiah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in total.

Context: Bukkiah was one of Heman's fourteen sons (v.4), represen�ng Heman's family 
line in the rota�on.
Meaning: By the sixth slot, the pa�ern is well underway of drawing evenly across all 
three founding families - Asaph, Jeduthun and Heman - rather than clustering one 
family's descendants together. This kept no single family domina�ng the temple's 
musical calendar.
Lesson: Share opportunity around, rather than le�ng one group or one favourite 
person take up all the space. A healthy community makes sure everyone capable gets 
their turn to contribute and be seen.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 - different gi�s, same Spirit, distributed among many 
rather than concentrated in one person.

25:14 (KJV) The seventh to Jesharelah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The seventh lot went to Jesharelah (also called Asarelah) - he, his sons and 
his rela�ves, twelve in total.

Context: This is the same man named Asarelah in verse 2, another of Asaph's sons.
Meaning: This is another example of a minor spelling shi� for the same individual within 
one chapter - a reminder that ancient texts, copied and recopied by hand, preserved 
substance faithfully even where exact le�ers varied slightly.
Lesson: Focus on the substance of what ma�ers, not just the le�er of it. Consistency of 
heart and purpose counts for more than perfect uniformity of detail.
See Also: 2 Corinthians 3:6 - "the le�er killeth, but the spirit giveth life," a broader 
statement of this same priority.

25:15 (KJV) The eighth to Jeshaiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
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(B:E Project) The eighth lot went to Jeshaiah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Jeshaiah was named in verse 3 as one of Jeduthun's sons, now receiving his 
family's place in the rota�on.
Meaning: Jeshaiah shares its root with the name Isaiah, meaning "the LORD saves" - a 
small linguis�c echo of one of the Bible's most significant prophe�c names, though this 
is a different, otherwise unknown individual.
Lesson: You don't need to share a famous person's achievements to carry meaning in 
your own name and life. Be who you are, faithfully, without needing to be someone 
more famous to ma�er.
See Also: Isaiah 1:1 - the prophet Isaiah, whose name this musician shares the meaning 
of, though they are unrelated individuals.

25:16 (KJV) The ninth to Ma�aniah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The ninth lot went to Ma�aniah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Ma�aniah was one of Heman's sons (v.4), receiving the ninth division.
Meaning: Ma�aniah means "gi� of the LORD," essen�ally a variant form of Nethaniah's 
meaning (v.12) - two families independently choosing names that expressed the same 
grateful sen�ment about their children.
Lesson: Gra�tude tends to repeat itself across genera�ons and families because it's a 
natural human response to good things. Let thankfulness become a habit you pass 
down, not just a mood you feel occasionally.
See Also: 2 Kings 24:17 - a later king renamed Ma�aniah to Zedekiah, showing this was 
a fairly common name across Israel's history.

25:17 (KJV) The tenth to Shimei, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The tenth lot went to Shimei - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in total.

Context: Shimei is the unnamed sixth son implied by verse 3's count ("six" sons of 
Jeduthun, though only five are named there) - here he finally receives explicit men�on.
Meaning: This small detail - a name held back un�l now - is a good example of why 
reading a genealogy carefully rewards a�en�on: verse 3 said "six" sons but named only 
five, and this verse quietly supplies the missing name.
Lesson: Not everything worth no�cing announces itself loudly the first �me. Pay 
a�en�on, be pa�ent, and things that seemed incomplete or missing o�en turn out to be 
accounted for a�er all.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:3 - the earlier verse whose "sixth son" gap this verse fills in.

25:18 (KJV) The eleventh to Azareel, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The eleventh lot went to Azareel - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Azareel is very likely the same person called Uzziel in verse 4, one of Heman's 
sons, appearing here under an alternate form of his name.
Meaning: "Azareel" means "God has helped," a fi�ng name for a man whose family's 
en�re livelihood depended on serving faithfully within a system he did not control - 
dependence on God's help rather than self-sufficiency.
Lesson: You don't have to do everything alone. Depending on help - from God, from 
others - isn't weakness; it's simply how life actually works, and there's freedom in 
admi�ng it.
See Also: Psalm 121:1-2 - "my help cometh from the LORD," the same theology this 
man's name expresses.

25:19 (KJV) The twel�h to Hashabiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The twel�h lot went to Hashabiah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Hashabiah was one of Jeduthun's named sons (v.3), now taking his place in the 
rota�on.
Meaning: Hashabiah means "the LORD has taken account of" or "the LORD has 
esteemed" - again, a name that turns an everyday birth into a small statement of trust 
that a person's life is seen and valued by God.
Lesson: You are seen, even when you feel like just one more name on a very long list. 
Your life is not lost in the crowd to me - I take account of each person individually.
See Also: Luke 12:6-7 - even sparrows are not forgo�en before God, and "the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered."

25:20 (KJV) The thirteenth to Shubael, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The thirteenth lot went to Shubael - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Shubael is the same individual as Shebuel in verse 4, one of Heman's sons, 
listed here under a slightly different spelling.
Meaning: The name likely means "cap�ve of God" or "returned to God" and was also 
borne by a grandson of Moses (1 Chronicles 23:16) - names repeated across families in 
ancient Israel, much like common names recur in any culture today.
Lesson: Shared names across genera�ons remind you that you're part of something 
bigger than your own individual story - a family, a community, a history stretching back 
and forward beyond just you.
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See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:16 - Shebuel the son of Gershom, grandson of Moses, sharing 
this name with the musician here.

25:21 (KJV) The fourteenth to Ma�thiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The fourteenth lot went to Ma�thiah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve 
in total.

Context: Ma�thiah was one of Jeduthun's named sons (v.3), receiving the fourteenth 
rota�on.
Meaning: Ma�thiah, like Ma�aniah and Nethaniah before it, means essen�ally "gi� of 
the LORD" - by this point in the chapter, the reader has met at least three separately-
named men whose parents chose almost the same meaning for their names.
Lesson: There's no shame in wan�ng the same good, simple things that many people 
before you have wanted - to be grateful, to raise children well, to serve faithfully. You 
don't need an original life to live a meaningful one.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 15:18 - a different Ma�thiah listed among earlier tabernacle 
musicians, showing the name's popularity among Levi�cal families.

25:22 (KJV) The fi�eenth to Jeremoth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The fi�eenth lot went to Jeremoth - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Jeremoth is the same person called Jerimoth in verse 4, one of Heman's sons.
Meaning: By this stage, nine of the fi�een slots covered so far have gone to Heman's 
very large family (fourteen sons) - reflec�ng simply how the maths of lot-cas�ng worked 
out for the biggest of the three musical households, without any hint the outcome was 
rigged.
Lesson: When you build a genuinely fair system, some�mes the fair result s�ll favours 
the bigger or more prepared group - and that's not unfairness, it's honest chance 
working itself out. Don't assume every uneven outcome is evidence of a rigged game.
See Also: Proverbs 16:33 - the lot is cast, but its outcome belongs to the LORD, 
addressing exactly this kind of "why did it land that way" ques�on.

25:23 (KJV) The sixteenth to Hananiah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The sixteenth lot went to Hananiah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve 
in total.

Context: Hananiah was one of Heman's sons (v.4).
Meaning: Hananiah means "the LORD has been gracious," a name shared by several 
other biblical figures, including one of Daniel's three friends in Babylon (be�er known 
there as Shadrach).

Lesson: Grace - receiving good you didn't earn - is at the heart of how I want you to 
understand your rela�onship with God and with each other. Let that shape how 
generously you treat people who haven't "earned" your kindness either.
See Also: Daniel 1:6-7 - Hananiah renamed Shadrach in Babylon, a much more famous 
bearer of this same name.

25:24 (KJV) The seventeenth to Joshbekashah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The seventeenth lot went to Joshbekashah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, 
twelve in total.

Context: Joshbekashah was one of Heman's sons (v.4), an unusual name even by 
Hebrew standards, possibly reflec�ng a difficult birth or circumstance.
Meaning: An unusual, even awkward-sounding name doesn't make a person or their 
role any less real or valuable - this man led an en�re division of temple musicians just as 
much as anyone with a more familiar name did.
Lesson: Don't let an unusual name, background or circumstance make you think you 
ma�er less. What you do with your role counts far more than how ordinary or striking 
your label sounds to others.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:7 - "man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD 
looketh on the heart," the same principle of substance over surface.

25:25 (KJV) The eighteenth to Hanani, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The eighteenth lot went to Hanani - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Hanani was one of Heman's sons (v.4); the name is a short form of Hananiah 
(v.23), meaning "gracious."
Meaning: Hanani and Hananiah, appearing back to back in the list (v.23, 25), are 
essen�ally the long and short form of the same name - much like "Rob" and "Robert" - 
a small window into how ancient Hebrew names could be shortened affec�onately 
within a family.
Lesson: Familiarity and closeness o�en show up in small, everyday details - a nickname, 
a shortened name, a private joke. Don't overlook how these small signs of in�macy build 
real rela�onship over �me.
See Also: Nehemiah 1:2 - a different Hanani, brother of Nehemiah, bringing him news of 
Jerusalem - a reminder how common this shortened name was.

25:26 (KJV) The nineteenth to Mallothi, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The nineteenth lot went to Mallothi - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve 
in total.
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Context: Mallothi was one of Heman's sons (v.4).
Meaning: Li�le else is recorded anywhere else in scripture about Mallothi beyond his 
name and this rota�on - and that is, in itself, the point of this whole chapter: not every 
faithful person becomes famous, but their service is s�ll recorded and valued.
Lesson: Most of your life will not be famous, and that is completely fine. Faithfulness in 
an unremarkable role, done consistently, is exactly the kind of life I honour.
See Also: Ma�hew 25:23 - "well done, good and faithful servant... thou hast been 
faithful over a few things," praise for quiet, consistent faithfulness rather than fame.

25:27 (KJV) The twen�eth to Eliathah, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The twen�eth lot went to Eliathah - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Eliathah was one of Heman's sons (v.4); the name likely means "God has come" 
or "my God has come."
Meaning: A name declaring that God "has come" fits naturally with a family whose 
en�re job was to make God's presence tangible to the wider community through music 
in the temple.
Lesson: You can carry the idea that "God has come" - that the sacred is present, not 
distant - into whatever ordinary work you do. Your daily task can be a place where 
something bigger than yourself shows up, if you let it.
See Also: Ma�hew 1:23 - "Emmanuel... God with us," the same theme of God's 
presence given its fullest expression in the New Testament.

25:28 (KJV) The one and twen�eth to Hothir, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The twenty-first lot went to Hothir - he, his sons and his rela�ves, twelve in 
total.

Context: Hothir was one of Heman's sons (v.4), one of the less common names in this 
list.
Meaning: The rota�on con�nues steadily and without drama by this point - by design. A 
well-run system doesn't need each entry to be exci�ng; it needs each entry to be 
reliable, and this long, repe��ve list is itself evidence the system worked exactly as 
intended.
Lesson: A lot of what ma�ers in life is unglamorous repe��on done well - showing up on 
your assigned day, doing your part reliably. Don't wait for excitement before you 
commit to doing your duty faithfully.
See Also: Luke 16:10 - "he that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much," 
praise for consistency over spectacle.

25:29 (KJV) The two and twen�eth to Giddal�, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:

(B:E Project) The twenty-second lot went to Giddal� - he, his sons and his rela�ves, 
twelve in total.

Context: Giddal� was one of Heman's sons (v.4), whose name likely means "I have 
magnified [God]."
Meaning: If Heman really did name several of his later sons as a connected phrase (see 
v.4's note), "Giddal�" - "I have magnified" - fits as an ongoing declara�on of praise built 
right into the family's iden�ty, genera�on a�er genera�on.
Lesson: What you name your priori�es - what you choose to "magnify" or make bigger 
in your a�en�on - shapes your whole outlook on life. Choose to make gra�tude and love 
bigger in your daily focus than fear or resentment.
See Also: Luke 1:46 - "My soul doth magnify the Lord," Mary's song using the very same 
idea Giddal�'s name expresses.

25:30 (KJV) The three and twen�eth to Mahazioth, he, his sons, and his brethren, were twelve:
(B:E Project) The twenty-third lot went to Mahazioth - he, his sons and his rela�ves, 
twelve in total.

Context: Mahazioth was one of Heman's sons (v.4), likely meaning something like 
"visions" - possibly connec�ng to his father Heman's role as "the king's seer" (v.5).
Meaning: If this name does relate to "visions," it directly echoes his father's �tle as a seer 
- a family whose musical gi� was understood, at its root, as a channel for spiritual insight, 
not simply entertainment.
Lesson: Whatever you're gi�ed at, ask what deeper purpose it might serve beyond its 
immediate use. A skill can be more than a skill - it can be a way of seeing and sharing 
something true.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:5 - Heman described as "the king's seer in the words of God," 
the likely source of this name's meaning.

25:31 (KJV) The four and twen�eth to Romam�ezer, he, his sons, and his brethren, were 
twelve.
(B:E Project) The twenty-fourth and final lot went to Romam�ezer - he, his sons and his 
rela�ves, twelve in total.

Context: Romam�ezer, the last-named of Heman's fourteen sons (v.4), receives the 
twenty-fourth and final division, comple�ng the full rota�on of 288 musicians into 24 
equal groups.
Meaning: The name means roughly "exalt with help" or "be thou exalted, O helper" - a 
fi�ng final note to close out a whole chapter devoted to praise, since the very last name 
in the list is itself, in effect, a small prayer of exalta�on.
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Lesson: End what you do with the same devo�on you began it with. Whether it's the 
first task of your day or the very last, give it your full a�en�on and let even your closing 
moments be worth something.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:1 - the chapter's opening verse, bookending this whole list of 
temple musicians from first lot to last.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 26

This chapter details the precise organisa�on of the Levites during King David's reign, focusing on 
their specific du�es and family lineages. It outlines the various groups appointed as gatekeepers 
for the temple, including members from the Korhite and Merarite clans, and describes how their 
shi�s and gate assignments were determined by drawing lots. Furthermore, the chapter iden�fies 
the Levites responsible for managing the temple's treasuries, which included not only general 
funds but also items dedicated by King David, military commanders, and even earlier figures like 
Samuel and Saul, o�en sourced from ba�le victories. Finally, it describes the roles of other Levite 
families who served as judges and administrators for Israel, both within the region west of the 
Jordan River and across the Jordan in the territories of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh, 
handling both religious and governmental affairs.

26:1 (KJV) Concerning the divisions of the porters: Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son 
of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.
(B:E Project) This covers the divisions of the gatekeepers (temple doorkeepers): from 
the Korahite family was Meshelemiah, son of Kore, of the descendants of Asaph.

Context: This begins a new sec�on, moving from musicians (ch.25) to gatekeepers - 
Levites responsible for guarding and controlling access to the temple's gates and 
storerooms.
Meaning: Being "of the sons of Asaph" here likely refers to the wider Korahite/Levi�cal 
clan connec�on rather than literal sonship - genealogies in this period some�mes group 
by broader clan associa�on rather than strict direct descent.
Lesson: Security and access aren't glamorous jobs, but someone trustworthy has to do 
them. If you're the person quietly guarding boundaries and gates for others - literal or 
otherwise - know that this responsibility ma�ers and is worth taking seriously.
See Also: Psalm 84:10 - "I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness," a psalm (a�ributed to the sons of Korah) that 
expresses real pride in exactly this role.

26:2 (KJV) And the sons of Meshelemiah were, Zechariah the firstborn, Jediael the second, 
Zebadiah the third, Jathniel the fourth,

     CHAPTER 26

(B:E Project) Meshelemiah's sons, in birth order, began with Zechariah the firstborn, 
then Jediael, Zebadiah and Jathniel as second, third and fourth.

Context: This starts lis�ng the seven sons of Meshelemiah (the Korahite gatekeeper 
introduced in v.1), con�nuing this chapter's pa�ern of naming every individual precisely 
by birth order.
Meaning: Recording birth order this carefully wasn't just bureaucra�c �diness - 
inheritance, family leadership and duty rota�ons in ancient Israel o�en depended 
directly on birth order, so ge�ng this right ma�ered prac�cally, not just for the historical 
record.
Lesson: Details that might look like mere administra�on to you can carry real weight and 
fairness for the people involved. Take care to get the small, structural things right - they 
protect people more than you might expect.
See Also: Numbers 1:20 - tribal counts organised by "the house of their fathers," the 
same birth-order-conscious structure applied at na�onal scale.

26:3 (KJV) Elam the fi�h, Jehohanan the sixth, Elioenai the seventh.
(B:E Project) The remaining sons were Elam the fi�h, Jehohanan the sixth and Elioenai 
the seventh.

Context: This completes the list of Meshelemiah's seven sons begun in verse 2, rounding 
out one full gatekeeping family before the text moves to Obed-Edom's family next.
Meaning: Seven sons made for a substan�al family workforce dedicated to gate duty - a 
reminder that "family business" in ancient Israel o�en meant literally staffing an en�re 
community role genera�on a�er genera�on.
Lesson: The work you do faithfully can become something your whole family shares in 
and carries forward together. Consider what you're building not just for yourself, but for 
those who'll con�nue it a�er you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 9:17 - an earlier list of gatekeepers, showing the gatekeeping 
role's long ins�tu�onal history.

26:4 (KJV) Moreover the sons of Obededom were, Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad the 
second, Joah the third, and Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the fi�h,
(B:E Project) Obed-Edom's sons, in order, were Shemaiah the firstborn, Jehozabad 
second, Joah third, Sacar fourth, and Nethaneel fi�h.

Context: This begins the list of Obed-Edom's eight sons - the same Obed-Edom in whose 
home the ark of the covenant had rested for three months (2 Samuel 6:11), now shown 
with a large, thriving family.
Meaning: Naming the first five of eight sons in careful order sets up the following verse's 
explicit statement that this large family was a direct sign of God's blessing on him.

Page 336 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 337Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



Lesson: A large, capable family or community around you can itself be a sign of real 
blessing in your life, worth ac�vely giving thanks for rather than taking for granted.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:11 - the earlier account of the ark res�ng at Obed-Edom's house, 
the origin of the blessing this family list later confirms.

26:5 (KJV) Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Peulthai the eighth: for God blessed him.
(B:E Project) The rest of Obed-Edom's sons were Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh 
and Peulthai the eighth - all because God had blessed him.

Context: This completes the list of Obed-Edom's eight sons, closing with the explicit 
statement that this large family was God's blessing on him, tying directly back to the ark 
story in 2 Samuel 6.
Meaning: Eight sons was, by any measure in this culture, an unusually large and 
prosperous family - the text wants the reader to draw a direct line from "he hosted 
something sacred and poten�ally dangerous with respect and care" to "his household 
flourished as a result."
Lesson: Approach what's sacred, difficult or unfamiliar with respect rather than fear, and 
don't assume it can only bring trouble into your life. Some�mes the very thing you were 
nervous to welcome turns out to be your greatest source of good.
See Also: 2 Samuel 6:12 - "the LORD hath blessed the house of Obededom... because of 
the ark of God," the direct scriptural basis for this closing phrase.

26:6 (KJV) Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons born, that ruled throughout the house of 
their father: for they were mighty men of valour.
(B:E Project) Sons were also born to Shemaiah, Obed-Edom's son, and they took 
leadership roles within their extended family, because they were capable, strong men.

Context: This con�nues tracing Obed-Edom's line specifically through his firstborn 
Shemaiah, whose own sons went on to hold authority within the wider gatekeeping 
family.
Meaning: "Ruled throughout the house of their father" suggests these grandsons were 
entrusted with real responsibility, not just symbolic status - capability, described here as 
being "mighty men of valour," was what earned that trust, genera�on a�er genera�on.
Lesson: Earn trust through genuine competence and character, not simply by being 
born into the right family. Responsibility should be given to those capable of carrying it 
well, and if you want more of it, grow into someone capable of handling it.
See Also: 1 Timothy 3:4-5 - a leader should manage their own household well, since 
that's evidence of their capacity to manage wider responsibility.

26:7 (KJV) The sons of Shemaiah; Othni, and Rephael, and Obed, Elzabad, whose brethren 
were strong men, Elihu, and Semachiah.

(B:E Project) Shemaiah's sons were Othni, Rephael, Obed and Elzabad, along with his 
rela�ves Elihu and Semachiah - all of them strong, capable men.

Context: This lists the specific individuals within Shemaiah's branch of Obed-Edom's 
gatekeeping family, con�nuing the detailed naming pa�ern of this chapter.
Meaning: The repeated emphasis on physical and characterful strength across this 
whole gatekeeper sec�on suggests the role required real capability - these were not 
simply ceremonial posi�ons but demanded people able to stand firm, control access, 
and if necessary physically defend the temple's gates.
Lesson: Some responsibili�es genuinely require strength and capability, not just 
willingness - and that's fine. Know your own strengths honestly, and take on the roles 
that actually match what you're equipped to carry.
See Also: Nehemiah 7:3 - gatekeepers appointed with careful instruc�ons about 
guarding the gates of Jerusalem, showing this was a role taken seriously for centuries.

26:8 (KJV) All these of the sons of Obededom: they and their sons and their brethren, able men 
for strength for the service, were threescore and two of Obededom.
(B:E Project) All of these belonged to the family of Obed-Edom - they, their sons and 
their rela�ves, capable and strong for the work - sixty-two men in total from Obed-
Edom's line.

Context: This closes out the count for Obed-Edom's branch specifically, sixty-two able-
bodied gatekeepers descending from one blessed family.
Meaning: Sixty-two men from a single family line, within a genera�on or two of Obed-
Edom himself, is a striking, tangible picture of what "blessing" meant in this culture - not 
abstract good feeling, but a large, capable, thriving family able to serve well.
Lesson: Blessing in your life might not look like sudden luck - it can look like a large, 
capable circle of people around you: family, friends, community, all able to support and 
be supported. Invest in building that kind of thriving circle rather than chasing isolated 
moments of fortune.
See Also: Psalm 128:3-4 - a frui�ul family described as the blessing of one who honours 
God, the same connec�on drawn here.

26:9 (KJV) And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, strong men, eighteen.
(B:E Project) Meshelemiah also had sons and rela�ves, strong men, eighteen in total.

Context: This closes out the count for Meshelemiah's branch (the Korahite line from 
v.1), a smaller number than Obed-Edom's sixty-two but s�ll a substan�al family group.
Meaning: Placing these different family totals side by side (eighteen here, sixty-two for 
Obed-Edom, thirteen coming for Hosah) shows the gatekeeping workforce was built 
from several dis�nct families of different sizes, pooled together into one coordinated 
service rota rather than treated as compe�ng groups.
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Lesson: A healthy team draws from different families, backgrounds and sizes of 
contribu�on, and blends them into one shared purpose. Don't measure your worth in a 
group by comparing your numbers to someone else's - measure it by whether you're 
contribu�ng well to the whole.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 - many members, one body, each part different in size 
and func�on but united in one purpose.

26:10 (KJV) Also Hosah, of the children of Merari, had sons; Simri the chief, (for though he was 
not the firstborn, yet his father made him the chief;)
(B:E Project) Hosah, from the Merarite family, also had sons; Simri was made chief, even 
though he wasn't the firstborn - his father deliberately chose him for that role.

Context: This introduces Hosah's Merarite gatekeeping family, the third major family 
group covered in this chapter (a�er Meshelemiah's Korahites and Obed-Edom's line), 
and notes a deliberate departure from strict birth-order succession.
Meaning: Explicitly sta�ng that Simri wasn't the firstborn, yet was chosen anyway, is a 
small but pointed detail - the text goes out of its way to jus�fy and record this decision, 
showing that a father's considered judgement about ability or character could override 
the otherwise strong cultural default of firstborn privilege.
Lesson: Where you fall in a family's birth order, a company's hierarchy, or any other line 
of expected succession doesn't have to determine your future. Character and capability 
can, and should, be given real weight, whatever posi�on you started in.
See Also: Genesis 25:23 - "the elder shall serve the younger," God's word to Rebekah 
about Esau and Jacob, another instance of birth-order expecta�ons being overturned.

26:11 (KJV) Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: all the sons and 
brethren of Hosah were thirteen.
(B:E Project) Hilkiah was second, Tebaliah third, and Zechariah fourth; all of Hosah's sons 
and rela�ves together numbered thirteen.

Context: This completes the count for Hosah's Merarite gatekeeping family, the last of 
the three main family groups detailed in this chapter's opening sec�on.
Meaning: With this, the chapter has now given specific numbers for all three 
gatekeeping families - eighteen, sixty-two and thirteen - adding up to ninety-three 
named men before the text moves into the prac�cal gate-by-gate rota that follows.
Lesson: Every contribu�on counts toward a bigger, shared total, even when your family 
or group is the smallest of the ones involved. Smaller doesn't mean less valuable to the 
whole.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 12:22 - "those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary," Paul's point applying naturally to smaller groups within any 
larger, shared effort.

26:12 (KJV) Among these were the divisions of the porters, even among the chief men, having 
wards one against another, to minister in the house of the LORD.
(B:E Project) These, then, were the divisions of the gatekeepers, organised among the 
leading men, each with their assigned watch, to serve in the LORD's house.

Context: This summarises and transi�ons from the family-by-family lis�ng (v.1-11) into 
the prac�cal arrangement of du�es that follows (v.13-19) - who guarded which gate, 
and when.
Meaning: The phrase "ward against ward" (repeated from the musicians' arrangement 
in ch.25) emphasises a rota system - shi�s, essen�ally - so that the temple's gates were 
never le� unguarded and no single family bore the whole burden alone.
Lesson: Sharing a heavy or ongoing responsibility across a team, in shi�s, protects 
everyone from burnout and keeps the job done well long-term. Don't try to carry an 
unsustainable load alone when a fair rota could let everyone contribute and everyone 
rest.
See Also: Exodus 18:21-22 - Jethro's advice to Moses to appoint capable leaders and 
share the burden of leadership rather than carrying it all himself.

26:13 (KJV) And they cast lots, as well the small as the great, according to the house of their 
fathers, for every gate.
(B:E Project) They cast lots for every gate, family by family, without regard for whether 
a family was small or large.

Context: As with the musicians in chapter 25, lot-cas�ng was used again here to assign 
gatekeeping du�es fairly among the different Levite families.
Meaning: Repea�ng this prac�ce for gate assignments shows lot-cas�ng was a 
consistent, trusted method throughout Israel's worship organisa�on for se�ling ma�ers 
where human preference might otherwise create resentment or perceived unfairness.
Lesson: When you're dividing up responsibili�es or opportuni�es among people you 
care about, look for fair methods rather than always defaul�ng to your own preference 
or convenience. Trustworthy process protects rela�onships.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 25:8 - the same lot-cas�ng method used just one chapter earlier 
for the musicians, showing a consistent principle applied across different roles.

26:14 (KJV) And the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah. Then for Zechariah his son, a wise 
counsellor, they cast lots; and his lot came out northward.
(B:E Project) The lot for the east gate fell to Shelemiah (Meshelemiah). Then lots were 
cast for his son Zechariah, a wise and though�ul advisor, and his lot came out for the 
north gate.

Context: Shelemiah is a shortened form of Meshelemiah (v.1), and his son Zechariah is 
singled out here with a specific personal compliment rare in this list-heavy chapter.

Page 340 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 341Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



Meaning: Calling Zechariah "a wise counsellor" amid an otherwise very list-driven 
chapter is a small but real character note - even within a formal, impersonal rota system, 
this text s�ll pauses to say something genuinely commendatory about a specific 
individual.
Lesson: Even in the middle of rou�ne, structured life - schedules, rotas, du�es - take a 
moment to no�ce and name what's genuinely admirable in the people around you. A 
li�le specific praise, honestly given, is never wasted.
See Also: James 3:17 - wisdom from above described as pure, peaceable and easy to be 
entreated, the kind of prac�cal wisdom this verse credits to Zechariah.

26:15 (KJV) To Obededom southward; and to his sons the house of Asuppim.
(B:E Project) The south gate went to Obed-Edom, and the storehouse was assigned to 
his sons.

Context: This is Obed-Edom's family again (v.4-8), now given both a gate and 
responsibility over a storehouse - likely where temple goods, �thes or supplies were 
kept.
Meaning: Trus�ng Obed-Edom's family with a storehouse, not just a gate, reflects real 
confidence in their integrity - storerooms holding valuable dedicated goods needed 
people who wouldn't be tempted to skim or steal, and this family, already noted for 
being "blessed" (v.5), was given that trust.
Lesson: Trustworthiness with money and resources isn't a separate virtue from 
trustworthiness in general - if you're honest and reliable in the small things, that's exactly 
the kind of person who should be entrusted with more.
See Also: Luke 16:10 - "he that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much," the 
very principle behind trus�ng this family with the storehouse.

26:16 (KJV) To Shuppim and Hosah the lot came forth westward, with the gate Shallecheth, by 
the causeway of the going up, ward against ward.
(B:E Project) The west gate, including the Shallecheth gate by the ascending causeway, 
went by lot to Shuppim and Hosah, with each watch set against the other.

Context: This completes the four-direc�onal coverage of the temple gates (east, north, 
south, west), with Hosah's Merarite family (v.10-11) taking responsibility for the western 
approach.
Meaning: The men�on of a specific causeway and named gate reflects real, physical 
knowledge of Jerusalem's temple layout at the �me this book was compiled - these 
weren't vague symbolic assignments but genuine physical posts covering real entrances 
people used every day.
Lesson: Faithfulness o�en has to be worked out in very specific, concrete places and 
moments, not just in general good inten�ons. Know exactly where your "post" is in life - 

your specific responsibili�es - and stand firm there.
See Also: Nehemiah 12:31 - a procession later using gates and the wall of Jerusalem, 
showing the temple's physical geography ma�ered across genera�ons.

26:17 (KJV) Eastward were six Levites, northward four a day, southward four a day, and 
toward Asuppim two and two.
(B:E Project) Staffing levels: six Levites on duty at the east gate each day, four each day 
at the north, four each day at the south, and two at a �me at the storehouse.

Context: This gives the prac�cal daily staffing numbers for each gate, following on from 
the direc�onal assignments in verses 14-16.
Meaning: The uneven numbers (six at the busiest east gate, fewer elsewhere) show 
prac�cal, sensible planning - resources allocated according to actual need and traffic, not 
equally divided just for the sake of symmetry.
Lesson: Good stewardship means pu�ng more effort and people where the actual 
need is greatest, rather than spreading resources thin and even just to seem fair. Pay 
a�en�on to where the real demand is in your own life and responsibili�es, and respond 
accordingly.
See Also: Acts 6:1-4 - the early church appoin�ng extra people specifically to meet a 
growing prac�cal need, the same kind of need-based resourcing.

26:18 (KJV) At Parbar westward, four at the causeway, and two at Parbar.
(B:E Project) At the Parbar (an outer court or colonnade) on the west side: four men at 
the causeway and two at the Parbar itself.

Context: This finishes the staffing breakdown, covering an addi�onal structure on the 
temple's western side not previously men�oned.
Meaning: "Parbar" is a rare word, possibly of Persian origin, referring to some kind of 
open colonnade or court a�ached to the temple's west side - its inclusion here shows 
the temple complex was larger and more architecturally detailed than "one building" 
alone.
Lesson: Even the parts of your life or work that are hard to precisely define or label s�ll 
deserve real a�en�on and care. Not everything important needs a perfectly �dy name 
to ma�er.
See Also: 2 Kings 23:11 - a reference to chambers "by the entry," sugges�ng further 
structures around the temple complex beyond the main building itself.

26:19 (KJV) These are the divisions of the porters among the sons of Kore, and among the sons 
of Merari.
(B:E Project) These, then, were the divisions of the gatekeepers, drawn from the 
descendants of Korah and the descendants of Merari.
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Context: This closing summary verse wraps up the whole gatekeeper sec�on (v.1-18), 
naming the two Levite clans - Korahites and Merarites - whose families supplied all the 
gate guards.
Meaning: Bookending the sec�on this way (opening with names in v.1, closing with a 
summary in v.19) is a literary technique used throughout Chronicles to signal "this list is 
now complete" before the text moves on to a new topic.
Lesson: Bring things to a proper close before moving on to what's next. Finishing well - 
tying off a task, a season, a responsibility - ma�ers just as much as star�ng it did.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 26:1 - the opening verse of this sec�on, forming a deliberate 
bookend with this closing summary.

26:20 (KJV) And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the treasures of the house of God, and over the 
treasures of the dedicated things.
(B:E Project) Among the other Levites, Ahijah was responsible for the treasuries of God's 
house and for the treasuries of the things set apart as sacred gi�s.

Context: This shi�s the chapter's focus from gatekeepers to treasurers - Levites 
entrusted with managing the temple's accumulated wealth, gi�s and dedicated 
offerings.
Meaning: Managing money and valuable donated goods was treated as seriously as 
guarding the gates or leading music - a reminder that handling resources honestly and 
transparently was considered a sacred responsibility in its own right, not a lesser, merely 
administra�ve task.
Lesson: However you handle money - your own, your family's, an organisa�on's - do it 
with the same integrity you'd bring to any other calling. Financial honesty is not a 
separate category from spiritual honesty; they're the same thing.
See Also: Luke 16:11 - "if therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches," Jesus tying financial 
trustworthiness directly to spiritual trust.

26:21 (KJV) As concerning the sons of Laadan; the sons of the Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, 
even of Laadan the Gershonite, were Jehieli.
(B:E Project) Regarding the descendants of Laadan: through Laadan the Gershonite, the 
leading family heads descending from him were headed by Jehieli.

Context: This introduces a different branch of Levites - the Gershonites, descended from 
Gershon, one of Levi's three sons - now traced specifically through Laadan's line to cover 
their role in treasury management.
Meaning: By now the chapter has touched all three main Levite clans - Korahites/
Kohathites among the gatekeepers, and now Gershonites here among the treasurers - 
illustra�ng how thoroughly the en�re tribe of Levi, across every branch, was woven into 

different aspects of running the temple.
Lesson: A well-run community draws on everyone's different family, background and 
branch of gi�ing, weaving them together into one shared purpose rather than relying on 
just one group to do everything.
See Also: Numbers 3:21-26 - the Gershonites' original assigned du�es in the wilderness 
tabernacle, the ancestral role this treasury work descends from.

26:22 (KJV) The sons of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his brother, which were over the treasures of 
the house of the LORD.
(B:E Project) Jehieli's sons, Zetham and his brother Joel, were responsible for the 
treasuries of the LORD's house.

Context: This con�nues the Gershonite treasury line from verse 21, naming Jehieli's own 
two sons who inherited this specific responsibility.
Meaning: The treasury role, like the musical and gatekeeping roles before it, was kept 
within families and passed down - a consistent pa�ern across this whole sec�on of 
Chronicles showing how voca�onal responsibility in Israel o�en ran along family lines, 
treated almost like a trade passed from parent to child.
Lesson: What you build faithfully in your life - skill, trust, responsibility - can become 
something meaningful you pass on to the next genera�on, whether that's your literal 
children or anyone you mentor and disciple.
See Also: 2 Timothy 1:5 - Timothy's faith described as first living in his grandmother and 
mother before him, a similar picture of something valuable handed down through a 
family.

26:23 (KJV) Of the Amramites, and the Izharites, the Hebronites, and the Uzzielites:
(B:E Project) This sec�on then names the other Kohathite sub-families: the Amramites, 
Izharites, Hebronites and Uzzielites.

Context: These four names are the four sons of Kohath (see Exodus 6:18) - Amram, 
Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel - whose descendants collec�vely made up the Kohathite 
branch of the Levites, dis�nct from the Gershonites just covered.
Meaning: Naming all four Kohathite sub-clans here sets up the verses that follow, which 
will draw treasury and administra�ve officials specifically from among the Amramite 
(Moses's own line, v.24-25) and Hebronite (v.30-32) branches.
Lesson: Even a bare list of names, understood in its proper structure, is really a roadmap 
showing how a whole community organised itself so that no group's contribu�on was 
le� out. Learning to read structure carefully rewards pa�ent a�en�on.
See Also: Exodus 6:18 - the original lis�ng of Kohath's four sons, the ancestral source for 
these four family names.
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26:24 (KJV) And Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of Moses, was ruler of the treasures.
(B:E Project) Shebuel, a descendant of Gershom, who was the son of Moses, held the 
posi�on of chief treasurer.

Context: This is a striking genealogical link: Moses's own line, through his son Gershom, 
is here shown providing the temple's treasury official genera�ons later, connec�ng 
Israel's founding lawgiver directly into David's newly organised worship system.
Meaning: It's a quietly significant detail that Moses's descendants did not inherit any 
special poli�cal power or priesthood in Israel - Aaron's line held the priesthood, not 
Moses's - yet here, one of his descendants is entrusted with the treasury, a posi�on of 
real responsibility even without royal or priestly status.
Lesson: You don't need to inherit the most pres�gious posi�on to s�ll do meaningful, 
trusted work. Being entrusted with responsibility, even a "lesser" one by outward status, 
is s�ll an honour and a genuine way to serve well.
See Also: Exodus 2:22 - the birth and naming of Gershom, Moses's firstborn son, whose 
descendants are traced here centuries later. 1 Chronicles 23:15-16 - Moses's sons 
Gershom and Eliezer listed among the Levites organised earlier in this book.

26:25 (KJV) And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his son, and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his 
son, and Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son.
(B:E Project) His rela�ves through Eliezer, Moses's other son, were: Rehabiah his son, 
Jeshaiah his son, Joram his son, Zichri his son, and Shelomith his son.

Context: This traces the parallel line through Moses's second son, Eliezer, down five 
genera�ons to Shelomith, who is about to be named in charge of dedicated treasures in 
the next verse.
Meaning: Tracing five clear genera�ons shows real care in preserving this family's 
history precisely, likely because Shelomith's coming responsibility (v.26) needed to be 
shown as legi�mately inherited, not simply assumed - lineage func�oned partly as a 
form of accountability and verified trust.
Lesson: Trust built over �me, across a family's whole track record, means something 
real. When someone hands you responsibility, it's o�en not a random gi� - it can be the 
fruit of many years, even genera�ons, of demonstrated reliability.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:17 - Eliezer's only son Rehabiah described there as having "very 
many" sons, the start of this five-genera�on line traced fully here.

26:26 (KJV) Which Shelomith and his brethren were over all the treasures of the dedicated 
things, which David the king, and the chief fathers, the captains over thousands and 
hundreds, and the captains of the host, had dedicated.
(B:E Project) This Shelomith and his rela�ves were responsible for all the treasuries of 
dedicated things - items set apart as sacred gi�s by King David, the family leaders, the 
commanders of thousands and hundreds, and the army's captains.

Context: This explains what these "dedicated things" actually were: valuable items and 
spoils given by the na�on's poli�cal and military leadership specifically for the temple's 
benefit.
Meaning: This detail ma�ers because it shows temple wealth wasn't only built from 
ordinary worshippers' offerings, but also, deliberately, from the na�on's leadership and 
its military successes - the powerful were expected to direct real resources toward the 
common, sacred good rather than keeping their gains en�rely to themselves.
Lesson: Those with power, wealth or influence have a real responsibility to direct some 
of what they've gained toward the good of the whole community, not just their own 
household. If you have more than you need, consider what "dedica�ng" some of it could 
look like.
See Also: Luke 12:48 - "unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required," 
the same principle of responsibility scaling with resources.

26:27 (KJV) Out of the spoils won in ba�les did they dedicate to maintain the house of the 
LORD.
(B:E Project) They dedicated a por�on of the plunder won in ba�les specifically to 
maintain the LORD's house.

Context: This explains the source more precisely - war spoils captured during Israel's 
military campaigns were partly set aside to fund and maintain the temple, rather than 
being kept solely for personal or state enrichment.
Meaning: Redirec�ng war spoils toward maintaining a place of worship is a striking 
choice - it took something produced by violence and destruc�on and used it to sustain 
something meant for peace, gra�tude and connec�on with God, transforming its 
purpose en�rely.
Lesson: Even resources that came from a difficult or painful chapter of your life can be 
redirected toward something genuinely good and life-giving. What you've been through 
doesn't have to define what it becomes - you get to choose its future purpose.
See Also: Numbers 31:28-30 - a tribute taken from war spoils and given for the 
tabernacle's service, an earlier instance of the same principle.

26:28 (KJV) And all that Samuel the seer, and Saul the son of Kish, and Abner the son of Ner, and 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, had dedicated; and whosoever had dedicated any thing, it was 
under the hand of Shelomith, and of his brethren.
(B:E Project) Everything dedicated by Samuel the seer, Saul son of Kish, Abner son of Ner 
and Joab son of Zeruiah - and anything else anyone had dedicated - was all under the 
authority of Shelomith and his rela�ves.

Context: This names four major figures from Israel's earlier history - the prophet Samuel, 
King Saul, Saul's general Abner, and David's own general Joab - whose dona�ons, across 
several turbulent decades of Israelite history, were all consolidated under one 
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accountable family's care.
Meaning: Naming Samuel, Saul, Abner and Joab together is a small but real historical 
summary of an en�re genera�on of conflict and transi�on - Samuel who anointed both 
Saul and David, Saul the first king, and the two rival generals of his and David's 
compe�ng kingdoms - all of their contribu�ons, despite everything that divided them in 
life, ending up gathered into the same treasury for the same shared purpose.
Lesson: Even people who were bi�erly divided in life - rivals, enemies, compe�ng 
loyal�es - can end up contribu�ng to the same good, larger purpose in the end. Don't 
assume conflict in the past means no shared good can come from it eventually.
See Also: 2 Samuel 3:1 - the long war between the house of Saul (led by Abner) and the 
house of David (led by Joab), the very conflict whose spoils are quietly reconciled 
together here in the temple treasury.

26:29 (KJV) Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were for the outward business over Israel, 
for officers and judges.
(B:E Project) From the Izharite family, Chenaniah and his sons were given responsibili�es 
outside the temple itself, serving as officials and judges over Israel.

Context: This shi�s from treasury management to civil administra�on - some Levites, 
rather than serving only within the temple, took on roles of judging and governing in the 
wider na�on.
Meaning: This is an important detail: not every Levite's calling was confined to the 
temple building. Some served the wider public directly as judges and administrators, 
showing Israel's religious structure was deliberately connected to, and responsible for, 
everyday civic jus�ce, not separated off from ordinary life.
Lesson: Faith isn't meant to stay confined inside a place of worship - it's meant to shape 
how you engage with everyday ma�ers of fairness, jus�ce and responsibility out in the 
wider world. Let what you believe show up in how you treat people in ordinary, prac�cal 
situa�ons.
See Also: Deuteronomy 16:18 - judges and officers to be appointed in every town, the 
founda�onal instruc�on behind this kind of Levite-staffed civic jus�ce system.

26:30 (KJV) And of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his brethren, men of valour, a thousand and 
seven hundred, were officers among them of Israel on this side Jordan westward in all 
the business of the LORD, and in the service of the king.
(B:E Project) From the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his rela�ves - one thousand seven 
hundred capable men - served as officials west of the Jordan river, handling all ma�ers 
rela�ng to the LORD's work and the king's service.

Context: This describes another large group of Levites given administra�ve authority 
over a specific geographic region - the territory west of the Jordan - covering both 
religious and royal government ma�ers there.

Meaning: A figure of 1,700 capable administrators for one region alone gives a real 
sense of the scale of organisa�on David built - this wasn't a token gesture but a 
substan�al civil service, blending religious and governmental responsibility into unified 
regional oversight.
Lesson: Good organisa�on and real administra�ve competence can be just as much an 
expression of faithful service as any more obviously "spiritual" ac�vity. Doing your 
prac�cal work well, at scale, is itself a worthy calling.
See Also: Exodus 18:25 - Moses appoin�ng capable men as leaders over thousands, 
hundreds, fi�ies and tens, the organisa�onal ancestor of this large-scale regional 
administra�on.

26:31 (KJV) Among the Hebronites was Jerijah the chief, even among the Hebronites, according 
to the genera�ons of his fathers. In the for�eth year of the reign of David they were 
sought for, and there were found among them mighty men of valour at Jazer of Gilead.
(B:E Project) Among the Hebronites, Jerijah was the chief, according to the genealogical 
records of his family's genera�ons. In the for�eth year of David's reign, a search was 
made among them, and capable, valiant men were found at Jazer in Gilead.

Context: David reigned forty years in total (see 1 Chronicles 29:27), so this precisely 
dates this par�cular search and appointment to essen�ally the final year of David's reign 
- a concrete historical marker rare in this genealogical material.
Meaning: This detail ma�ers because it shows David was s�ll ac�vely organising his 
kingdom's administra�on right up to the very end of his life, rather than coas�ng - even 
in his last year, real effort was being invested into finding and appoin�ng capable people 
for the na�on's future, likely in prepara�on for handing a well-run kingdom over to 
Solomon.
Lesson: Keep inves�ng effort into building something good right to the very end of your 
�me, whatever task or season that is - don't coast just because the finish line is near. 
What you set up well before you're gone can bless the people who come a�er you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 29:28 - David dying "in a good old age, full of days, riches, and 
honour," the natural conclusion to a reign spent organising diligently right to its close. 1 
Chronicles 22:5 - David explaining earlier that he prepared abundantly for the temple 
before his death precisely so Solomon wouldn't have to start from nothing.

26:32 (KJV) And his brethren, men of valour, were two thousand and seven hundred chief 
fathers, whom king David made rulers over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half 
tribe of Manasseh, for every ma�er pertaining to God, and affairs of the king.
(B:E Project) His rela�ves, two thousand seven hundred capable family leaders, were 
appointed by King David as officials over the tribes of Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, handling every ma�er rela�ng to God and to the king's affairs.
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Context: This closes the chapter - and the whole sec�on on Levi�cal organisa�on (ch.23-
26) - by extending administra�ve oversight to the Transjordan tribes (Reuben, Gad and 
half of Manasseh), who lived east of the Jordan river, geographically separated from the 
rest of Israel.
Meaning: Deliberately appoin�ng officials for the more distant, easily-overlooked 
eastern tribes shows a concern for inclusion - David made sure that even the parts of his 
kingdom furthest from Jerusalem's centre of religious and poli�cal life were not 
neglected, but given the same quality of God-focused and prac�cal administra�on as 
everyone else.
Lesson: Don't let people or groups who are geographically or socially further from the 
"centre" of your a�en�on be neglected. Deliberately reach out to include those on the 
margins - it takes real, inten�onal effort, and it's worth it.
See Also: Joshua 22:9-10 - the Reubenites, Gadites and half-tribe of Manasseh se�ling 
east of the Jordan, the origin of this geographically separate group David is careful to 
include here. Numbers 32:1-5 - their original request for this eastern territory.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 27

Chapter 27 describes the organised structure of King David's kingdom, highligh�ng the many 
officials who managed various aspects of his administra�on. It begins by lis�ng the twelve high-
ranking military commanders, each responsible for a large division of soldiers who served on a 
rota�ng monthly schedule throughout the year. The chapter then iden�fies the main leaders for 
each of the Israelite tribes. A brief explana�on is included about why a census ordered by King 
David was not fully completed, indica�ng God's displeasure. Finally, the chapter details the 
numerous managers overseeing the king's vast wealth, including his treasuries, agricultural lands, 
vineyards, olive groves, and various types of livestock. It concludes by naming King David's most 
trusted advisors and the overall commander of his army.

27:1 (KJV) Now the children of Israel a�er their number, to wit, the chief fathers and captains 
of thousands and hundreds, and their officers that served the king in any ma�er of the 
courses, which came in and went out month by month throughout all the months of the 
year, of every course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) This introduces the Israelites organised by their leaders - chief officials, 
commanders of thousands and commanders of hundreds, and officers who served the 
king by monthly rota�on, one month at a �me throughout the year, with 24,000 men in 
every rota�on.

Context: This begins David's final organisa�onal chapter, lis�ng the twelve monthly 
mili�a divisions that kept a standing reserve army available without keeping the whole 
na�on permanently under arms. It's part of David's late-reign planning, handing 
Solomon a func�oning state, not just a temple project.

     CHAPTER 27

Meaning: Twelve divisions of 24,000, one on duty each month, meant na�onal defence 
without grinding down the whole popula�on with permanent military service - each 
man served one month a year and spent the rest farming or working. It's smart social 
design: sustainable systems value rest and produc�ve life, not just constant readiness.
Lesson: I ask you to build your life the same way - seasons of service and seasons of rest, 
not permanent grinding exhaus�on. A person burnt out all the �me cannot serve well 
when it truly counts.
See Also: Exodus 18:21-26 - Jethro's advice to Moses to divide leadership into 
manageable �ers; 1 Chronicles 12:23-40 - the earlier gathering of tribal forces to make 
David king.

27:2 (KJV) Over the first course for the first month was Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) Leading the first division, for the first month, was Jashobeam son of 
Zabdiel; his division numbered 24,000.

Context: Jashobeam appears earlier among David's elite warriors (1 Chronicles 11:11), 
one of the mighty men now given command of the first monthly division.
Meaning: The man given first command is a proven warrior from David's inner circle - 
loyalty and demonstrated courage in crisis translate into structural responsibility once 
the kingdom stabilises. Skill earned under pressure becomes the founda�on for 
peace�me order.
Lesson: I no�ce you when you're faithful in hard, dangerous seasons - and that 
faithfulness is never wasted; it becomes the founda�on people build on later. Don't 
despise the tough years: they're preparing you for responsibility.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:11 - Jashobeam listed among David's mighty men.

27:3 (KJV) Of the children of Perez was the chief of all the captains of the host for the first 
month.
(B:E Project) Jashobeam was a descendant of Perez and was the overall chief of all the 
army captains for the first month.

Context: Perez was Judah's son (Genesis 38), placing Jashobeam in the tribe of Judah, 
David's own tribe - reinforcing Judah's leading role in the kingdom's military structure.
Meaning: The lineage note �es military leadership back to Judah, the tribe of promise 
and of David's own line, later of Jesus. Even a small administra�ve note quietly reinforces 
which tribe carries the covenant weight in Israel's story.
Lesson: Where you come from ma�ers less than what I call you to do with it - but I s�ll 
remember and honour the story your family carried before you.
See Also: Genesis 38:29 - Perez's birth; Ma�hew 1:3 - Perez in the genealogy of Jesus.
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27:4 (KJV) And over the course of the second month was Dodai an Ahohite, and of his course 
was Mikloth also the ruler: in his course likewise were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) Over the second month's division was Dodai the Ahohite (with Mikloth 
serving as an officer under him); his division also numbered 24,000.

Context: Dodai is linked to Eleazar, another of David's mighty men from 1 Chronicles 
11:12, of the Ahohite clan descended from Benjamin.
Meaning: Again, command flows from proven veterans of David's earlier campaigns 
rather than poli�cal appointees. The stability of the kingdom rests on people whose 
character was tested in real difficulty.
Lesson: Character proven under pressure is the only kind of trust I ask you to build - not 
image, not talk, but tested faithfulness.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:12 - Eleazar the Ahohite among the mighty men.

27:5 (KJV) The third captain of the host for the third month was Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
a chief priest: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The third army captain, for the third month, was Benaiah son of Jehoiada, 
a chief priest; his division also had 24,000 men.

Context: Benaiah was David's bodyguard commander and one of his most trusted 
warriors (2 Samuel 23), later made commander of Solomon's en�re army (1 Kings 2:35).
Meaning: Calling Benaiah connected to "a chief priest" likely reflects his father 
Jehoiada's priestly line rather than Benaiah himself being a priest, but either way it 
signals a man of unusual, trusted, mul�-role standing at the highest level of David's 
court.
Lesson: Trust, once earned through loyal ac�on, opens more doors than birth or �tle 
ever could. Serve well in the small post you're given and watch how much more gets 
entrusted to you.
See Also: 2 Samuel 23:20-23 - Benaiah's famous exploits; 1 Kings 2:35 - Benaiah made 
commander over the whole army under Solomon.

27:6 (KJV) This is that Benaiah, who was mighty among the thirty, and above the thirty: and 
in his course was Ammizabad his son.
(B:E Project) This is the same Benaiah who was a mighty warrior among "the thirty" and 
even ranked above them; his son Ammizabad served as an officer in his division.

Context: "The thirty" were David's elite corps of top warriors listed in 1 Chronicles 11. 
Benaiah's standing above them, plus his son now serving under him, shows a family 
legacy of service con�nuing into the next genera�on.
Meaning: The text pauses to connect this administra�ve Benaiah with the legendary 
warrior from earlier chapters - underlining that real ability, not just rank, put him there. 
His son inheri�ng a role shows how faithfulness can become a family inheritance too.

Lesson: What you build with your life doesn't only bless you - done well, it opens the 
door for those who come a�er you to walk further than you did.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:22-25 - Benaiah's exploits and standing above the thirty.

27:7 (KJV) The fourth captain for the fourth month was Asahel the brother of Joab, and 
Zebadiah his son a�er him: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The fourth captain, for the fourth month, was Asahel, Joab's brother; a�er 
Asahel died, his son Zebadiah took over the role; his division numbered 24,000.

Context: Asahel was killed years earlier by Abner during the civil war between David and 
Saul's house (2 Samuel 2:18-23) - yet he's s�ll honoured here with a division named for 
him, con�nued by his son.
Meaning: Even though Asahel had been dead for decades by the �me this list was 
compiled, his name and honour weren't erased - his son carried his legacy forward. It's a 
quiet statement that death doesn't cancel a person's contribu�on or their family's place.
Lesson: The good you do outlives you. I don't measure a life by its length but by what it 
plants for others to carry on.
See Also: 2 Samuel 2:18-23 - the death of Asahel; 1 Chronicles 2:16 - Asahel listed as 
Joab's brother.

27:8 (KJV) The fi�h captain for the fi�h month was Shamhuth the Izrahite: and in his course 
were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The fi�h captain, for the fi�h month, was Shamhuth the Izrahite; his 
division also had 24,000 men.

Context: This Shamhuth is likely the same as "Shammoth" or a variant name among 
David's thirty mighty men listed in 1 Chronicles 11:27.
Meaning: A man barely men�oned elsewhere in scripture is nonetheless given a 
named, dated, and numbered command - a reminder that many people who ma�ered 
enormously in their own �me leave only a brief trace in recorded history.
Lesson: I know every name that history forgets. Your worth was never dependent on 
being remembered by others - only on being faithful with what's in front of you.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:27 - Shammoth the Harorite among the mighty men (a likely 
parallel figure).

27:9 (KJV) The sixth captain for the sixth month was Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite: and in 
his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The sixth captain, for the sixth month, was Ira son of Ikkesh, from Tekoa; his 
division also numbered 24,000.
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Context: Ira is another of David's thirty mighty men (1 Chronicles 11:28), from Tekoa - 
later famous as the prophet Amos's hometown.
Meaning: The recurring pa�ern - David filling command posts with ba�le-tested 
loyalists - con�nues, showing a deliberate policy rather than coincidence: proven 
character over connec�ons.
Lesson: I look for consistency, not luck. Show up faithfully in the ordinary tests and you'll 
be ready for the moment that ma�ers.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:28 - Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite among the mighty men.

27:10 (KJV) The seventh captain for the seventh month was Helez the Pelonite, of the children 
of Ephraim: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The seventh captain, for the seventh month, was Helez the Pelonite, from 
the tribe of Ephraim; his division also had 24,000 men.

Context: Helez is also listed among the thirty mighty men (1 Chronicles 11:27), and his 
tribal iden�ty (Ephraim) shows the command structure wasn't limited to Judah and 
Benjamin.
Meaning: Including a leader from Ephraim - historically a rival power centre to Judah - 
suggests David deliberately built a broad, na�onal coali�on of trust rather than 
favouring only his own tribe.
Lesson: Real unity means making room at the table for people who aren't from your 
own background. I never asked you to only trust your own kind.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:27 - Helez the Pelonite among the mighty men.

27:11 (KJV) The eighth captain for the eighth month was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of the 
Zarhites: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The eighth captain, for the eighth month, was Sibbecai the Hushathite, of 
the Zarhite clan; his division also numbered 24,000.

Context: Sibbecai is credited elsewhere with killing Sippai, one of the giant descendants 
of the Rephaim, during the Philis�ne wars (1 Chronicles 20:4).
Meaning: A man who once fought a literal giant in ba�le is now trusted to run a 
peace�me rota�on of 24,000 soldiers - showing how frontline courage becomes the 
basis for long-term ins�tu�onal trust.
Lesson: The ba�les you win in private, unseen, become the credibility that lets me use 
you in bigger ways later. Don't discount a hard-won victory just because no one was 
watching.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 20:4 - Sibbecai kills Sippai, one of the giants.

27:12 (KJV) The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abiezer the Anetothite, of the 
Benjamites: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.

(B:E Project) The ninth captain, for the ninth month, was Abiezer of Anathoth, from the 
tribe of Benjamin; his division also had 24,000 men.

Context: Abiezer is another of the thirty mighty men (1 Chronicles 11:28), from 
Anathoth - later the hometown of the prophet Jeremiah.
Meaning: Another name easy to skim past, yet �ed to a place that would become 
significant genera�ons later - a reminder that ordinary towns and families quietly carry 
forward significance across centuries.
Lesson: Don't underes�mate the place you come from or the people around you - I have 
plans running through unremarkable towns and unremarkable lives all the �me.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:28 - Abiezer the Anetothite among the mighty men; Jeremiah 
1:1 - Jeremiah of Anathoth.

27:13 (KJV) The tenth captain for the tenth month was Maharai the Netophathite, of the 
Zarhites: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The tenth captain, for the tenth month, was Maharai of Netophah, of the 
Zarhite clan; his division also numbered 24,000.

Context: Maharai also appears among David's thirty mighty men (1 Chronicles 11:30), 
from Netophah near Bethlehem.
Meaning: Consistent with the whole list, another veteran of David's personal guard is 
entrusted with a na�onal command - loyalty tested in the wilderness years now 
stabilises the whole kingdom.
Lesson: What you prove faithful in during the hidden years is exactly what qualifies you 
for visible responsibility later.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:30 - Maharai the Netophathite among the mighty men.

27:14 (KJV) The eleventh captain for the eleventh month was Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the 
children of Ephraim: and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The eleventh captain, for the eleventh month, was Benaiah of Pirathon, 
from the tribe of Ephraim; his division also had 24,000 men.

Context: This is a different Benaiah from the earlier one in verse 5 - from Pirathon and 
Ephraim - also listed among the thirty (1 Chronicles 11:31).
Meaning: Two men in this list share the name Benaiah ("the LORD has built"), a 
common name reflec�ng how o�en Israelite parents named children in praise of God 
even in ordinary households.
Lesson: A shared name, a shared faith - what ma�ers isn't how unique your name is but 
how faithfully you live it out.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 11:31 - Benaiah the Pirathonite among the mighty men.

Page 354 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 355Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 1 CHRONICLES



27:15 (KJV) The twel�h captain for the twel�h month was Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel: 
and in his course were twenty and four thousand.
(B:E Project) The twel�h captain, for the twel�h month, was Heldai of Netophah, of 
Othniel's family line; his division also numbered 24,000.

Context: Heldai (also called Heled or Heleb elsewhere) completes the list of twelve, 
connected to Othniel, Israel's first judge (Judges 3:9-11).
Meaning: Tracing this last captain back to Othniel links the kingdom's current military 
order all the way back to the very first deliverer God raised up a�er the conquest of 
Canaan - a thread of con�nuity across centuries of Israel's story.
Lesson: I'm always weaving your life into a bigger story than you can see, connec�ng 
genera�ons you'll never meet by name.
See Also: Judges 3:9-11 - Othniel, Israel's first judge; 1 Chronicles 11:30 - Heled/Heleb 
among the mighty men.

27:16 (KJV) Furthermore over the tribes of Israel: the ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the son 
of Zichri: of the Simeonites, Shepha�ah the son of Maachah:
(B:E Project) In charge of the tribes of Israel: over the Reubenites was Eliezer son of 
Zichri; over the Simeonites was Shepha�ah son of Maachah.

Context: Following the military divisions, the text now lists a civil ruler ("prince") over 
each of Israel's twelve tribes - a separate layer of leadership alongside the army captains 
and the priestly courses of earlier chapters.
Meaning: David didn't merge all power into one office - military command, tribal 
representa�on, and religious service were kept as dis�nct, checked structures. This 
distributed leadership guards against any single person or group holding all authority.
Lesson: I don't want power concentrated in one place, even in a good cause - share 
responsibility, and trust others to carry their part.
See Also: Numbers 1:5-15 - the tribal leaders numbered at Sinai, a much earlier version 
of one leader per tribe.

27:17 (KJV) Of the Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel: of the Aaronites, Zadok:
(B:E Project) Over the Levites was Hashabiah son of Kemuel; over the Aaronites (the 
priestly family) was Zadok.

Context: Zadok is the high priest who anointed Solomon and remained loyal to David 
throughout Absalom's rebellion and Adonijah's a�empted coup (1 Kings 1).
Meaning: Naming Zadok here, just before David's death, foreshadows his crucial role: 
he's the priest who will formally crown Solomon, cemen�ng the succession the rest of 
these chapters are building toward.

Lesson: Loyalty proven in a crisis is remembered and rewarded - not with applause, but 
with con�nued trust when it counts most.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:39 - Zadok anoints Solomon king; 2 Samuel 15:24-29 - Zadok's loyalty 
to David during Absalom's revolt.

27:18 (KJV) Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brethren of David: of Issachar, Omri the son of Michael:
(B:E Project) Over Judah was Elihu, one of David's own brothers; over Issachar was Omri 
son of Michael.

Context: Elihu is likely another name for Eliab, David's eldest brother (1 Samuel 17:13), 
now given a posi�on of honour over the tribe of Judah - the tribe David's whole family 
belongs to.
Meaning: Family loyalty and demonstrated trust combine here: David places his own 
brother, once dismissive of him as a boy (1 Samuel 17:28), in charge of their shared tribe. 
Old family tension apparently gave way to reconcilia�on and shared purpose.
Lesson: I can turn old family fric�on into partnership if you let go of the past and make 
room for each other to grow.
See Also: 1 Samuel 17:28 - Eliab's earlier harsh words to young David; 1 Samuel 16:6-7 - 
Eliab passed over for anoin�ng in favour of David.

27:19 (KJV) Of Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah: of Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel:
(B:E Project) Over Zebulun was Ishmaiah son of Obadiah; over Naphtali was Jerimoth 
son of Azriel.

Context: These are two of the northern tribes, descended from Jacob's sons through 
Leah (Zebulun) and Bilhah (Naphtali), each s�ll represented under David's unified 
kingdom.
Meaning: Naming leaders for the northern tribes, even briefly, shows David governing 
the whole na�on, not just Judah and the south - a united Israel where every family line 
s�ll has its own voice and representa�ve.
Lesson: True leadership makes sure the quieter, less prominent people s�ll have a seat 
and a voice, not just the loudest or closest ones.
See Also: Genesis 30:8, 30:20 - the births of Naphtali and Zebulun to Jacob.

27:20 (KJV) Of the children of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Azaziah: of the half tribe of 
Manasseh, Joel the son of Pedaiah:
(B:E Project) Over the tribe of Ephraim was Hoshea son of Azaziah; over the half-tribe of 
Manasseh was Joel son of Pedaiah.

Context: Ephraim and Manasseh were Joseph's two sons, each treated as a full tribe in 
Israel's structure (Genesis 48), with Manasseh's territory later split into two halves on 
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either side of the Jordan.
Meaning: Even the descendants of Joseph - sold into slavery by his own brothers 
genera�ons earlier - now have full, honoured tribal status and named leadership, 
showing how one family's ancient wrong was fully redeemed into something greater 
over �me.
Lesson: Whatever wrong was done to you, or by you, doesn't have to define the ending 
of the story. I can s�ll build something whole out of what was broken.
See Also: Genesis 48:5 - Jacob adopts Ephraim and Manasseh as his own sons/tribes.

27:21 (KJV) Of the half tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo the son of Zechariah: of Benjamin, 
Jaasiel the son of Abner:
(B:E Project) Over the other half-tribe of Manasseh, living in Gilead, was Iddo son of 
Zechariah; over Benjamin was Jaasiel son of Abner.

Context: Manasseh's territory straddled the Jordan River, so it needed two separate 
leaders; Jaasiel is iden�fied as related to Abner, Saul's former army commander.
Meaning: Naming a rela�ve of Abner - the general who once fought against David - in a 
posi�on of trust under David shows the kingdom absorbing former rivals into unified 
na�onal service rather than holding permanent grudges.
Lesson: I ask you to make peace with former opponents when the chance comes, and 
to give people space to serve well even if your history with their family was difficult.
See Also: 2 Samuel 3:6-27 - Abner's earlier conflict with and eventual alliance with David.

27:22 (KJV) Of Dan, Azareel the son of Jeroham. These were the princes of the tribes of Israel.
(B:E Project) Over Dan was Azareel son of Jeroham. These were the leaders in charge of 
Israel's tribes.

Context: This closes the roll of tribal princes - no�ceably, Gad and Asher are not listed, 
likely lost in transmission rather than a deliberate omission, since the text s�ll calls this 
"the princes of the tribes of Israel."
Meaning: The list summarising itself as covering "the tribes of Israel" despite two tribes 
seemingly missing is a small reminder that ancient records, however carefully kept, 
some�mes come to us incomplete - honest history rather than airbrushed perfec�on.
Lesson: I don't need a flawless record to s�ll call your life meaningful and counted - even 
incomplete stories are held completely by me.
See Also: Genesis 30:6, 49:16-17 - the birth and blessing of Dan.

27:23 (KJV) But David took not the number of them from twenty years old and under: because 
the LORD had said he would increase Israel like to the stars of the heavens.

(B:E Project) David did not count the men under twenty years old, because the LORD 
had promised to mul�ply Israel like the stars in the sky.

Context: This refers back to the sinful census of chapter 21, where David counted the 
figh�ng-age popula�on and brought a plague on the na�on; here the text clarifies a limit 
David respected - not coun�ng the very young, trus�ng God's promise of growth rather 
than needing an exact total.
Meaning: The dis�nc�on ma�ers: numbering men of figh�ng age for military 
organisa�on (as in this chapter) is administra�vely necessary, but David deliberately 
didn't try to get an exhaus�ve census of the whole popula�on, res�ng instead on God's 
ancient promise to Abraham of uncountable descendants.
Lesson: Some things I've promised you don't need to be measured or proven by 
coun�ng - they need to be trusted. Not everything valuable can or should be quan�fied.
See Also: Genesis 15:5 - God's promise that Abraham's descendants would be as many 
as the stars; 1 Chronicles 21:1-8 - the earlier disastrous census.

27:24 (KJV) Joab the son of Zeruiah began to number, but he finished not, because there fell 
wrath for it against Israel; neither was the number put in the account of the chronicles of 
king David.
(B:E Project) Joab, Zeruiah's son, started the count but never finished it, because divine 
anger fell on Israel over it; the number was never recorded in David's official chronicles.

Context: This directly recalls chapter 21's census, where Joab reluctantly obeyed David's 
order to count the figh�ng men, resisted it as wrong, and the resul�ng plague killed 
70,000 people.
Meaning: The text is careful to note that the tainted, sinful census was never actually 
completed or officially recorded - as if history itself refused to legi�mise it, keeping a 
clean line between necessary organisa�on (like this chapter's lists) and prideful 
overreach (chapter 21's census).
Lesson: Not every impulse, even one dressed up as ambi�on or progress, deserves to be 
finished or recorded. Some�mes the wisest thing is to stop halfway and let it go.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 21:1-8 - Joab's resistance to David's census order and its 
consequences; 2 Samuel 24:1-15 - the parallel account of the census and plague.

27:25 (KJV) And over the king’s treasures was Azmaveth the son of Adiel: and over the 
storehouses in the fields, in the ci�es, and in the villages, and in the castles, was 
Jehonathan the son of Uzziah:
(B:E Project) In charge of the king's treasuries was Azmaveth son of Adiel; in charge of 
the storehouses in the fields, towns, villages, and fortresses was Jehonathan son of 
Uzziah.
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Context: The chapter now shi�s from military and tribal leadership to the prac�cal 
economic administra�on of David's kingdom - the officials who managed royal wealth 
and supplies.
Meaning: A kingdom, even one built around worship of God, s�ll needs careful 
bookkeeping and honest stewards over money and resources; spiritual purpose and 
prac�cal administra�on aren't opposites here, they work together.
Lesson: I don't ask you to separate your faith from your finances or your ordinary 
responsibili�es - handle money and resources honestly, because that discipline ma�ers 
to me too.
See Also: Luke 16:10 - whoever is faithful in li�le is faithful in much.

27:26 (KJV) And over them that did the work of the field for �llage of the ground was Ezri the 
son of Chelub:
(B:E Project) In charge of the farm workers who �lled the ground was Ezri son of Chelub.

Context: This begins a detailed list of agricultural overseers managing different aspects 
of the kingdom's land and produce - a sign of a well-run, diversified na�onal economy.
Meaning: Naming the person responsible for basic farm labour, not just soldiers and 
priests, shows the text valuing the unglamorous work that actually fed the na�on - 
agriculture treated as worthy of record alongside war and worship.
Lesson: The work that keeps everyone fed and func�oning ma�ers just as much to me 
as the work that gets no�ced and praised.
See Also: Genesis 3:19 - humanity's calling to work the ground from the very beginning.

27:27 (KJV) And over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite: over the increase of the 
vineyards for the wine cellars was Zabdi the Shiphmite:
(B:E Project) In charge of the vineyards was Shimei the Ramathite; in charge of the wine 
produced from the vineyards, stored in the cellars, was Zabdi the Shiphmite.

Context: Wine produc�on required its own separate oversight, dis�nct from general 
farming, reflec�ng how developed and specialised David's kingdom's economy had 
become.
Meaning: The specificity - one man over the vineyards, another specifically over the 
wine cellars - shows genuine administra�ve sophis�ca�on, not a rough tribal chiefdom 
but an organised state economy under David.
Lesson: Growth and increase in your life deserve careful stewardship at every stage, not 
just excitement at the harvest but wisdom in how it's kept and used.
See Also: Genesis 27:28 - Isaac's blessing men�oning "plenty of corn and wine" as a sign 
of divine favour.

27:28 (KJV) And over the olive trees and the sycomore trees that were in the low plains was 
Baalhanan the Gederite: and over the cellars of oil was Joash:
(B:E Project) In charge of the olive and sycamore-fig trees in the lowlands was Baalhanan 
the Gederite; in charge of the olive oil stores was Joash.

Context: The Shephelah (lowlands) was prime territory for olive and fig cul�va�on; oil 
was essen�al for cooking, ligh�ng lamps, and anoin�ng.
Meaning: Oil in par�cular carried more than economic value in Israel - it was used to 
anoint kings and priests - so even this prac�cal administra�ve note quietly touches 
something with spiritual significance well beyond the pantry.
Lesson: Ordinary resources in your life can carry meaning far beyond their prac�cal use 
- don't dismiss the "boring" provisions as unimportant.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:13 - Samuel anoints David with oil; Exodus 30:22-33 - the holy 
anoin�ng oil's significance.

27:29 (KJV) And over the herds that fed in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite: and over the herds 
that were in the valleys was Shaphat the son of Adlai:
(B:E Project) In charge of the herds grazing in Sharon was Shitrai the Sharonite; in charge 
of the herds in the valleys was Shaphat son of Adlai.

Context: The Plain of Sharon, along Israel's coast, was known for its fer�le pastureland, 
later referenced poe�cally in Song of Solomon and Isaiah as a symbol of beauty and 
abundance.
Meaning: Livestock management gets the same careful record-keeping as everything 
else - a reminder that David's kingdom's wealth was broad-based (crops, livestock, 
precious materials), not dependent on a single source.
Lesson: Build your security on more than one founda�on - diversity and balance protect 
you when any single thing fails.
See Also: Isaiah 35:2, Song of Solomon 2:1 - Sharon referenced as a place of beauty and 
frui�ulness.

27:30 (KJV) Over the camels also was Obil the Ishmaelite: and over the asses was Jehdeiah the 
Meronothite:
(B:E Project) In charge of the camels was Obil the Ishmaelite; in charge of the donkeys 
was Jehdeiah the Meronothite.

Context: Notably, an Ishmaelite - a descendant of Abraham's other son Ishmael, 
tradi�onally outside Israel's covenant line - is given a trusted posi�on managing royal 
camels.
Meaning: Including a non-Israelite in a posi�on of real responsibility within David's court 
shows the kingdom's prac�cal inclusiveness: skill and trustworthiness earned a place 
regardless of ancestry, even for someone from a lineage with a complicated history with 
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Israel.
Lesson: I don't limit who gets to serve well or be trusted based on their background or 
family history - ability and faithfulness open the door.
See Also: Genesis 16:11-12, 25:12-18 - Ishmael's birth and descendants.

27:31 (KJV) And over the flocks was Jaziz the Hagerite. All these were the rulers of the 
substance which was king David’s.
(B:E Project) In charge of the flocks was Jaziz the Hagerite. All these men managed King 
David's personal property and wealth.

Context: This closes the list of royal stewards, summarising that all these named officials 
managed David's private royal holdings, dis�nct from the na�on's general resources.
Meaning: The chapter draws a clear line between David's personal wealth (carefully 
managed by named stewards) and the state's public resources - a dis�nc�on that guards 
against a ruler quietly blurring what belongs to him personally and what belongs to the 
people.
Lesson: Keep clear boundaries between what's genuinely yours and what's held in trust 
for others - blurred lines about ownership erode trust fast.
See Also: 1 Samuel 8:14-17 - Samuel's warning that a king would take the people's best 
resources for himself, a contrast to this careful, dis�nct accoun�ng.

27:32 (KJV) Also Jonathan David’s uncle was a counsellor, a wise man, and a scribe: and Jehiel 
the son of Hachmoni was with the king’s sons:
(B:E Project) Jonathan, David's uncle, was a wise counsellor and a scribe; Jehiel son of 
Hachmoni looked a�er the king's sons.

Context: This "Jonathan" is dis�nct from Saul's son; he's iden�fied as David's own uncle, 
serving as a trusted advisor and record-keeper alongside a tutor/guardian for the royal 
princes.
Meaning: Even a king as accomplished as David surrounded himself with wise counsel 
rather than ruling purely on his own judgement - wisdom here isn't concentrated in one 
person but distributed among trusted advisors, including family.
Lesson: Even the wisest person you know s�ll needs people around them willing to 
speak honestly - don't isolate yourself from good counsel, however capable you are.
See Also: Proverbs 11:14 - "in the mul�tude of counsellors there is safety."

27:33 (KJV) And Ahithophel was the king’s counsellor: and Hushai the Archite was the king’s 
companion:
(B:E Project) Ahithophel served as the king's counsellor; Hushai the Archite was the 
king's close friend.

Context: Ahithophel later betrays David to join Absalom's rebellion, and Hushai is the 
loyal friend who pretends to defect in order to sabotage Ahithophel's counsel and 
protect David (2 Samuel 15-17).
Meaning: This verse quietly sits atop one of the most drama�c betrayal-and-loyalty 
stories in David's life - a brilliant advisor who turned traitor, and a friend whose loyalty, 
tested under real danger, saved the kingdom. The record s�ll honours both roles even 
knowing how it played out.
Lesson: Loyalty tested under pressure is worth more than talent without character. I 
value the friend who stays when things get dangerous over the genius who leaves when 
it's convenient.
See Also: 2 Samuel 15:12, 15:32-37 - Ahithophel's betrayal and Hushai's counter-loyalty 
during Absalom's revolt; 2 Samuel 17:23 - Ahithophel's suicide a�er his advice was 
rejected.

27:34 (KJV) And a�er Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of Benaiah, and Abiathar: and the 
general of the king’s army was Joab.
(B:E Project) A�er Ahithophel, the king's counsellors were Jehoiada son of Benaiah and 
Abiathar; and Joab was the commanding general of the king's army.

Context: This final verse closes the chapter with a summary of David's inner circle near 
the end of his reign, including Abiathar, a priest who will soon side with Adonijah's failed 
a�empt to seize the throne instead of Solomon (1 Kings 1:7).
Meaning: The chapter ends on a note that quietly an�cipates coming instability - 
Abiathar, Joab, and others named here will soon be tested by the succession crisis in 1 
Kings, showing that even a well-organised kingdom carries hidden tensions beneath its 
surface order.
Lesson: Structure and good organisa�on are valuable, but they can't guarantee loyal 
hearts. I s�ll ask you to examine your own mo�ves even when everything around you 
looks well arranged.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:7 - Abiathar and Joab side with Adonijah's rebellion; 1 Kings 2:26-27, 
35 - their eventual removal under Solomon.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 28

In 1 Chronicles Chapter 28, King David gathers all the prominent leaders of Israel in Jerusalem for 
a significant announcement. He explains his long-held desire to build a magnificent temple for the 
Ark of the Covenant, but reveals that God prevented him from doing so because he was a warrior 
who had engaged in much bloodshed. David then declares that God chose him to be king, and 
from his many sons, God specifically selected Solomon to construct the temple and succeed him 
on the throne. David outlines the condi�ons for Solomon's successful reign, emphasising 

     CHAPTER 28
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obedience to God's commands, and encourages all Israel to follow God's ways. He then hands 
over to Solomon the divinely inspired architectural blueprints and detailed specifica�ons for every 
part of the temple, its furnishings, and the services, along with instruc�ons for the priests and 
Levites. David concludes by strongly encouraging Solomon to be brave and carry out the work, 
assuring him that God, along with skilled workers and the en�re na�on, will support him un�l the 
project is complete.

28:1 (KJV) And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the 
captains of the companies that ministered to the king by course, and the captains over 
the thousands, and captains over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance 
and possession of the king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with the mighty men, 
and with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) David called together all the leaders of Israel to Jerusalem - the tribal 
princes, the division commanders who served the king in rota�on, commanders of 
thousands and hundreds, the officials in charge of the king's and his sons' property, the 
palace officers, and all his mighty and valiant warriors.

Context: This gathers every leadership group named across the previous chapters 
(military, tribal, administra�ve) into one assembly - David's final public address before 
his death, se�ng up Solomon's succession and the temple plans.
Meaning: Before handing over power, David makes sure the transi�on is witnessed 
publicly by the en�re leadership structure of the na�on, not done quietly behind closed 
doors - a model of transparent succession meant to prevent future disputes.
Lesson: When you pass on responsibility or leadership, do it openly and honestly, in 
front of the people it will affect - secrecy around succession breeds suspicion and 
conflict.
See Also: 1 Kings 1 - the contras�ng secre�ve, urgent scramble around Solomon's actual 
corona�on when Adonijah tried to seize the throne first.

28:2 (KJV) Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and 
my people: As for me, I had in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God, and had made ready for the 
building:
(B:E Project) King David stood up and said, "Listen to me, my brothers and my people. I 
had set my heart on building a house of rest for the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD, a 
footstool for our God, and I had made prepara�ons to build it."

Context: David explains his long-held ambi�on - first expressed back in 2 Samuel 7 - to 
build a permanent temple to replace the portable tabernacle that had housed the Ark 
since the wilderness years.
Meaning: Calling the assembly "my brothers" shows David posi�oning himself as one 
among equals, not a distant autocrat, even at the height of his power. His desire to build 
God a "res�ng place" reflects deep personal devo�on, not mere poli�cal ambi�on.

Lesson: I care more about the sincerity of your heart's inten�on than whether you 
personally get to finish what you started. David's desire ma�ered to me even though 
someone else would complete it.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:1-3 - David's original wish to build God a house; Psalm 132:1-5 - 
David's oath about finding a place for the Ark.

28:3 (KJV) But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, because thou 
hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood.
(B:E Project) "But God told me, 'You are not to build a house for my name, because you 
are a man of war and you have shed blood.'"

Context: This restates God's refusal, first delivered through the prophet Nathan in 2 
Samuel 7:5-13, explaining specifically why David personally was disqualified from 
building the temple.
Meaning: This is a remarkably honest, unfla�ering detail for a king to have publicly 
recorded about himself - David's own bloodshed, even in wars fought for Israel's 
survival, disqualified him from this par�cular sacred task. It's not condemna�on of David 
overall, but recogni�on that a house of peace needed to be built by a man of peace.
Lesson: Not every good and holy purpose is meant for you to finish personally, even a 
purpose you love. Some�mes I ask you to prepare the ground for someone else's 
harvest, and that's s�ll a genuine honour.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:5-13 - Nathan's original prophecy explaining the same restric�on; 
1 Chronicles 22:8 - David repeats this explana�on to Solomon privately.

28:4 (KJV) Howbeit the LORD God of Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be 
king over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of 
Judah, the house of my father; and among the sons of my father he liked me to make me 
king over all Israel:
(B:E Project) "Yet the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me out of my whole father's family 
to be king over Israel forever - he chose Judah as the leading tribe, and within Judah's 
tribe, my father's family, and among my father's sons, he was pleased to make me king 
over all Israel."

Context: David traces his own selec�on back through layered choices - tribe, family, and 
finally himself as the youngest of Jesse's sons (1 Samuel 16) - emphasising that his 
kingship was never his own achievement but a series of deliberate choices by God.
Meaning: David publicly credits divine choice, not personal merit or birth order, for his 
posi�on - notable given he was the youngest and least likely candidate among his 
brothers when Samuel first anointed him.
Lesson: Where you started in the pecking order, whether last or overlooked, was never 
a barrier to what I can do through you. I choose based on your heart, not your rank 
among your siblings.
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See Also: 1 Samuel 16:6-13 - Samuel anoints David, the youngest and least expected of 
Jesse's sons; Genesis 49:10 - Jacob's blessing establishing Judah's ruling role.

28:5 (KJV) And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen 
Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.
(B:E Project) "And of all my sons - and the LORD has given me many - he has chosen my 
son Solomon to sit on the throne of the LORD's kingdom over Israel."

Context: David had mul�ple sons from different wives, some older than Solomon and 
some (like Adonijah) who would later a�empt to seize the throne for themselves; this 
verse confirms Solomon as God's specific choice, not simply the oldest surviving son.
Meaning: Calling it "the throne of the LORD's kingdom" is a striking phrase - Israel's 
monarchy isn't ul�mately David's or Solomon's personal possession, it belongs to God, 
and the human king is more like a steward than an owner.
Lesson: Whatever authority or influence you're given in life, remember it was lent to you 
for a purpose bigger than yourself, not handed over as your personal property to use 
however you like.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:5-6 - Adonijah's rival a�empt to claim the throne; 2 Samuel 12:24-25 
- Solomon's birth and the name Jedidiah ("beloved of the LORD") given to him.

28:6 (KJV) And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for 
I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father.
(B:E Project) "He said to me, 'Solomon your son will build my house and my courts, 
because I have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father.'"

Context: God's promise here echoes the covenant language of 2 Samuel 7:14, where the 
father-son rela�onship language originally applied to David's dynasty broadly, and here 
is specifically applied to Solomon.
Meaning: The "father and son" language describes an in�mate covenant rela�onship, 
not a literal claim - it's the same kind of rela�onal promise God makes throughout the 
Bible with people he calls into close, trusted partnership with him.
Lesson: I don't relate to you as a distant employer to a worker - I want the closeness of 
family, where you know you're genuinely cared for, not just managed.
See Also: 2 Samuel 7:12-14 - the original Davidic covenant promise, including the father-
son language; Hebrews 1:5 - this promise later read in Chris�an tradi�on as poin�ng 
toward Christ.

28:7 (KJV) Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my 
commandments and my judgments, as at this day.
(B:E Project) "I will firmly establish his kingdom forever, if he stays commi�ed to keeping 
my commandments and my laws, as he is doing now."

Context: The promise of an eternal dynasty comes with a real condi�on a�ached 
specifically to Solomon's personal faithfulness - a warning quietly foreshadowing 
Solomon's later moral failures (1 Kings 11) that would eventually split the kingdom.
Meaning: Even a grand, seemingly uncondi�onal promise carries a prac�cal condi�on 
for the person actually living it out day to day - permanence in God's larger plan doesn't 
remove personal responsibility from the individual involved.
Lesson: I make big promises over your life, but I s�ll need your daily choices to align with 
them - grace doesn't cancel out the need for your own faithfulness.
See Also: 1 Kings 11:1-13 - Solomon's later unfaithfulness and its consequences for the 
kingdom's unity.

28:8 (KJV) Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congrega�on of the LORD, and in the 
audience of our God, keep and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God: 
that ye may possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children a�er 
you for ever.
(B:E Project) "So now, in front of all Israel, the LORD's assembly, and with God himself 
listening, keep and pursue all the commandments of the LORD your God - so that you 
may possess this good land and pass it on as an inheritance to your children a�er you 
forever."

Context: David turns from addressing Solomon specifically to charging the whole 
assembled na�on with collec�ve responsibility for staying faithful to God's law, tying 
obedience directly to the na�on's con�nued possession of the land.
Meaning: The land itself is framed as condi�onal on faithfulness, not an uncondi�onal 
guarantee - a theme running throughout Israel's history (and explaining later events like 
the exile), teaching that blessing and responsibility travel together.
Lesson: What I give you - a home, security, a good life - comes with an invita�on to live 
well within it, not a free pass to do whatever you want once you've received it.
See Also: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 - Moses' earlier charge linking obedience directly to 
life and possession of the land.

28:9 (KJV) And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a 
perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and 
understandeth all the imagina�ons of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of 
thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.
(B:E Project) "And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him 
wholeheartedly and willingly - because the LORD searches every heart and understands 
every thought and inten�on. If you seek him, you will find him; but if you abandon him, 
he will reject you forever."

Context: David's charge to Solomon becomes intensely personal here, warning that 
outward religious performance means nothing if the heart behind it isn't genuine - God's 
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evalua�on goes far deeper than visible behaviour.
Meaning: This captures something central to the whole Bible's view of a meaningful life: 
sincerity of mo�ve ma�ers more than the appearance of devo�on. It's an invita�on, not 
just a threat - "seek and find" - paired with an honest warning about what abandonment 
costs.
Lesson: I'm not interested in your performance for other people - I already see straight 
through to your real inten�ons. Come to me honestly, even messily, and you will find 
me; that door is never locked from my side.
See Also: Jeremiah 29:13 - "ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart"; Psalm 139:1-4 - God's complete knowledge of a person's thoughts.

28:10 (KJV) Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: 
be strong, and do it.
(B:E Project) "Pay a�en�on now, because the LORD has chosen you to build a house for 
the sanctuary. Be strong, and do it."

Context: David repeats and sharpens the charge specifically about the temple-building 
task itself, closing this sec�on of his speech with a direct, short command to Solomon.
Meaning: The instruc�on is deliberately simple and unambiguous a�er all the 
theological build-up - some�mes clarity and courage ma�er more than more words. "Be 
strong, and do it" cuts through any hesita�on Solomon (s�ll young, per chapter 22 and 
29:1) might feel.
Lesson: When I call you to something, I don't always need to explain every detail before 
you start - some�mes the most loving thing I can say is simply: be strong, and begin.
See Also: Joshua 1:6-9 - nearly iden�cal language ("be strong and of good courage") 
spoken to Joshua at the start of his own daun�ng task.

28:11 (KJV) Then David gave to Solomon his son the pa�ern of the porch, and of the houses 
thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of the 
inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy seat,
(B:E Project) Then David gave Solomon the detailed plans - for the temple porch, its 
buildings, its treasuries, its upper rooms, its inner rooms, and the place for the mercy 
seat (the Ark's cover).

Context: David hands over not just a general vision but literal architectural blueprints for 
the temple that Solomon will actually construct, covering every func�onal area of the 
building.
Meaning: David's prepara�on goes well beyond wishing Solomon well - he does the 
detailed, unglamorous planning work himself so his successor inherits something 
concrete and ac�onable, not just a vague dream to figure out alone.

Lesson: If you love the people who will carry on a�er you, do more than encourage 
them - leave them something prac�cal and specific they can actually use.
See Also: Exodus 25:9, 40 - God gives Moses the detailed pa�ern for the tabernacle, the 
same principle applied a genera�on earlier.

28:12 (KJV) And the pa�ern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the 
LORD, and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of 
the treasuries of the dedicated things:
(B:E Project) He also gave Solomon the plans for everything he had in mind through the 
Spirit - for the courts of the LORD's house, all the surrounding chambers, the treasuries 
of God's house, and the treasuries for dedicated gi�s.

Context: The phrase "by the spirit" indicates David understood these detailed plans as 
divinely inspired, not simply his own architectural imagina�on - similar to how Moses 
received the tabernacle's design.
Meaning: This connects prac�cal planning to spiritual inspira�on - careful, detailed 
prepara�on isn't presented as somehow less spiritual than prayer or worship; here 
they're the same act.
Lesson: Don't assume the "spiritual" part of your life is separate from careful planning 
and hard prac�cal work - I can inspire both a prayer and a blueprint.
See Also: Exodus 31:1-5 - Bezalel filled with God's Spirit specifically for skilled 
cra�smanship on the tabernacle.

28:13 (KJV) Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service 
of the house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of service in the house of the LORD.
(B:E Project) The plans also covered the divisions of the priests and Levites, and all the 
work involved in serving the LORD's house, and all the equipment needed for that 
service.

Context: This �es the physical building plans back to the priestly and Levi�cal 
organisa�onal structure already detailed in chapters 23-26 - the building and the people 
who would operate it were planned together as one system.
Meaning: A building alone means nothing without organised, prepared people to 
actually run it well - David's vision integrates architecture and personnel planning, 
recognising that structures only work through the people inside them.
Lesson: Don't just build the framework of your plans - think just as carefully about the 
people who'll actually carry them out day to day.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 24:1-19 - the earlier detailed division of the priests into courses.

28:14 (KJV) He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, for all instruments of all manner of 
service; silver also for all instruments of silver by weight, for all instruments of every kind 
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of service:
(B:E Project) He specified the weight of gold for all the gold items and tools needed for 
each kind of service, and the weight of silver for all the silver items and tools.

Context: The extreme specificity - down to exact weights of precious metal for each 
category of item - underlines the seriousness and scale of the resources David had 
gathered for this project.
Meaning: Precision in resource planning here isn't cold bureaucracy; it's a form of 
reverence - trea�ng something you deeply value with careful, exact a�en�on rather 
than vague good inten�ons.
Lesson: Real love and respect for something show up in the details, not just the big 
gestures - care enough about what ma�ers to you to get the specifics right.
See Also: Exodus 25:39 - a similarly precise instruc�on (a talent of gold) for the 
tabernacle's lampstand.

28:15 (KJV) Even the weight for the candles�cks of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight 
for every candles�ck, and for the lamps thereof: and for the candles�cks of silver by 
weight, both for the candles�ck, and also for the lamps thereof, according to the use of 
every candles�ck.
(B:E Project) He specified the weight for the gold lampstands and their lamps, weight for 
each lampstand and its lamps, and likewise for the silver lampstands and their lamps 
according to how each would be used.

Context: Mul�ple lampstands (rather than the single one in the earlier tabernacle) 
reflect the temple's larger scale, needing more light sources across its bigger space.
Meaning: Even ligh�ng - something we might consider purely func�onal - gets treated 
with the same careful, dedicated planning as the temple's more obviously sacred 
furniture, showing that everyday prac�cal needs were folded into the larger act of 
worship.
Lesson: Ordinary, func�onal parts of your life - how you light your days, quite literally - 
deserve though�ul care too, not just the moments that feel drama�c or spiritual.
See Also: Exodus 25:31-40 - the single golden lampstand (menorah) of the original 
tabernacle.

28:16 (KJV) And by weight he gave gold for the tables of shewbread, for every table; and 
likewise silver for the tables of silver:
(B:E Project) He specified the weight of gold for the tables of showbread, one for each 
table, and likewise the weight of silver for the silver tables.

Context: The "shewbread" was twelve loaves represen�ng the twelve tribes, kept 
con�nually on a table in the sanctuary as an offering before God (Levi�cus 24:5-9); 
mul�ple tables again suggest a larger-scale temple than the single-table tabernacle.

Meaning: The bread symbolised God's ongoing provision for and covenant with all 
twelve tribes together - a small physical object carrying a big message: every tribe, 
remembered con�nually, provided for and represented before God.
Lesson: I keep every part of your community, every "tribe" or group you belong to, 
con�nually in mind - no one is le� off the table.
See Also: Levi�cus 24:5-9 - the instruc�ons for the showbread and its twelve loaves.

28:17 (KJV) Also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden 
basons he gave gold by weight for every bason; and likewise silver by weight for every 
bason of silver:
(B:E Project) He specified pure gold for the meat forks, basins, and cups; gold by weight 
for each gold bowl, and silver by weight for each silver bowl.

Context: These items were used in the daily sacrificial and offering rituals - prac�cal tools 
of temple worship, all catalogued down to their exact material and weight.
Meaning: Nothing here was le� to improvisa�on on the day - even the smallest ritual 
tools were pre-planned with precision, again reflec�ng the value of thorough 
prepara�on over last-minute assembly.
Lesson: Prepare well ahead of �me for the things that ma�er most to you - don't leave 
your most important commitments to be figured out in the moment.
See Also: Numbers 4:7 - similar sacred vessels (dishes, spoons, bowls) listed for the 
earlier tabernacle's furnishings.

28:18 (KJV) And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the pa�ern of the 
chariot of the cherubims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD.
(B:E Project) He specified refined gold, by weight, for the incense altar, and gold for the 
design of the chariot - the cherubim with wings spread out, covering the Ark of the 
Covenant of the LORD.

Context: The cherubim imagery recalls Exodus 25:18-20, where two gold cherubim with 
outstretched wings sat atop the Ark's cover (the mercy seat), symbolically guarding and 
framing God's presence.
Meaning: Calling this arrangement "the chariot" pictures God's throne as mobile and 
dynamic, not sta�c - a striking image of a God who moves and is present with his people 
rather than confined to one mo�onless spot.
Lesson: I'm not distant or fixed in one place wai�ng for you to come to me - I move 
toward you, present wherever you actually are.
See Also: Exodus 25:18-22 - the original cherubim design on the Ark's mercy seat; Ezekiel 
1 - Ezekiel's vision of God's throne-chariot with cherubim-like living creatures.
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28:19 (KJV) All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in wri�ng by his hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pa�ern.
(B:E Project) David said, "All of this, in wri�ng, the LORD made me understand by his 
hand upon me - all the details of this plan."

Context: David claims the en�re detailed plan came to him through direct divine 
guidance ("his hand upon me"), not his own inven�on, echoing how Moses received the 
tabernacle's pa�ern directly from God.
Meaning: This closing claim reframes everything just listed - not simply good 
administra�ve planning, but something David understood as revealed to him, giving the 
whole project a weight beyond ordinary human architecture.
Lesson: The clearest, most important instruc�ons I give you o�en come in the quiet, 
unglamorous work of wri�ng things down and thinking them through carefully, not only 
in drama�c moments.
See Also: Exodus 25:9 - "according to all that I shew thee... even so shall ye make it," 
God's pa�ern given to Moses.

28:20 (KJV) And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear 
not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee, un�l thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of 
the LORD.
(B:E Project) David said to Solomon his son, "Be strong and courageous, and do the 
work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, will be with you. He 
will not fail you or abandon you un�l all the work for the service of the LORD's house is 
finished."

Context: David repeats the "be strong and courageous" charge (echoing Joshua 1) with 
even more warmth and personal reassurance, promising God's con�nual presence 
throughout the en�re building project, not just at the start.
Meaning: The promise isn't that the work will be easy, but that Solomon won't be doing 
it alone - a dis�nc�on that ma�ers enormously when facing any large, daun�ng task: 
support through the process, not just a guarantee of a good outcome.
Lesson: I don't just wish you well from a distance and hope you manage - I stay with you 
through every stage of whatever you're building, especially the long middle stretch 
where it's not exci�ng anymore.
See Also: Joshua 1:9 - "be strong and of a good courage... for the LORD thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest"; Deuteronomy 31:6, 8 - Moses' similar charge to Joshua 
and Israel.

28:21 (KJV) And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Levites, even they shall be with thee 
for all the service of the house of God: and there shall be with thee for all manner of 
workmanship every willing skilful man, for any manner of service: also the princes and all 

the people will be wholly at thy commandment.
(B:E Project) "And look - the divisions of the priests and Levites will be with you for all the 
service of God's house. Every willing and skilled worker will be with you for any kind of 
work needed, and the leaders and all the people will be en�rely at your command."

Context: David closes his address by reassuring Solomon that he won't be building this 
project alone or from scratch - the en�re trained workforce (organised in the earlier 
chapters) and full na�onal support already stand ready.
Meaning: This final verse of the chapter is deeply prac�cal reassurance layered on top 
of the spiritual promises: real people, already organised and willing, are in place to help. 
Vision and faith are matched with concrete, human resources.
Lesson: When I call you to something big, I usually also provide the people and support 
you'll need to actually do it - watch for who I've already placed around you, ready and 
willing to help.
See Also: Exodus 35:20-29 - the people of Israel bringing willing offerings and skill for the 
tabernacle, the same pa�ern of collec�ve willing support.

Chapter Summary: 1 Chronicles 29

Chapter 29 wraps up the story of King David. He calls everyone together and explains that his 
young son, Solomon, is chosen by God to build a special Temple. David shows how much he has 
personally given to this project and then asks the people to donate, too. Everyone responds with 
incredible generosity and joy. David then prays a powerful prayer, thanking God for everything 
and reminding everyone that all good things, including their wealth, come from God. He also asks 
God to guide the people and to give Solomon a sincere heart to obey Him. The chapter ends with 
the people celebra�ng and worshipping, Solomon being crowned king, and a final look at David's 
long, successful reign before he passes away.

29:1 (KJV) Furthermore David the king said unto all the congrega�on, Solomon my son, whom 
alone God hath chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great: for the palace is 
not for man, but for the LORD God.
(B:E Project) King David said to the whole assembly, "Solomon my son - the only one 
God has chosen - is s�ll young and inexperienced, and the task is enormous, because this 
palace/temple is not for a mere human, but for the LORD God."

Context: David publicly acknowledges Solomon's youth and inexperience in front of the 
en�re na�on, framing the temple project's true weight and significance to explain why 
extraordinary support is needed.
Meaning: There's real honesty here - David doesn't pretend Solomon is fully ready, but 
he frames the task's scale ("not for man, but for the LORD God") as the very reason 
everyone must rally together, rather than leaving it all on one young man's shoulders.

     CHAPTER 29
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Lesson: It's alright to admit when someone - even someone you love and believe in - isn't 
fully ready yet. Naming that honestly, and building support around them, is far more 
loving than pretending everything is fine.
See Also: 1 Kings 3:7 - Solomon himself later admits to God, "I am but a li�le child: I know 
not how to go out or come in."

29:2 (KJV) Now I have prepared with all my might for the house of my God the gold for things 
to be made of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things of brass, the 
iron for things of iron, and wood for things of wood; onyx stones, and stones to be set, 
glistering stones, and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble 
stones in abundance.
(B:E Project) "Now I have worked with all my strength to prepare for the house of my 
God: gold for gold items, silver for silver items, bronze for bronze items, iron for iron 
items, wood for wood items, plus onyx stones, gems for se�ng, stones of various 
colours, precious stones of every kind, and marble in great quan�ty."

Context: David details the sheer scale and variety of materials he personally gathered in 
prepara�on, demonstra�ng the depth of his commitment beyond just planning and 
blueprints.
Meaning: "With all my might" signals total personal effort, not delega�on from a 
distance - David didn't simply order others to gather resources, he poured his own 
energy into prepara�on for a project he'd never get to complete himself.
Lesson: Give your full effort even toward things you may never see finished. What you 
build for others, poured out with your whole strength, is never wasted.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 22:14 - David's earlier similar account of gathering resources for 
the temple before this assembly.

29:3 (KJV) Moreover, because I have set my affec�on to the house of my God, I have of mine 
own proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and 
above all that I have prepared for the holy house,
(B:E Project) "Moreover, because my heart is devoted to the house of my God, I am 
giving my own personal wealth - gold and silver I possess myself - beyond everything I've 
already prepared for the holy house."

Context: David dis�nguishes here between resources gathered from the kingdom's 
treasury and his own personal, private wealth, which he now gives addi�onally and 
voluntarily.
Meaning: This is a meaningful escala�on - David isn't only direc�ng state resources 
toward the temple, he's personally sacrificing his own private fortune too, modelling the 
kind of costly, voluntary generosity he's about to ask of everyone else.
Lesson: Real generosity leads by example - don't just direct others to give; give 
something that actually costs you personally first.

See Also: 2 Samuel 24:24 - David's earlier insistence on paying full price for a threshing 
floor rather than accep�ng it for free, showing the same principle of not offering God 
something that costs him nothing.

29:4 (KJV) Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven thousand 
talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses withal:
(B:E Project) "Three thousand talents of gold, from the gold of Ophir, and seven 
thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the buildings."

Context: Ophir was a region famous (and somewhat mysterious to historians) as a 
source of especially fine gold, referenced elsewhere in scripture (1 Kings 9:28) as prized 
above ordinary gold.
Meaning: The staggering quan��es specified here (a talent being roughly 30kg) 
underline just how enormous David's personal gi� was - this wasn't a token gesture but 
a genuinely massive act of sacrificial giving from his own resources.
Lesson: When you give from what's truly yours to give, don't hold back out of cau�on - 
give in a way that actually reflects how much this ma�ers to you.
See Also: 1 Kings 9:28, 10:11 - Ophir referenced as a renowned source of fine gold.

29:5 (KJV) The gold for things of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and for all manner of 
work to be made by the hands of ar�ficers. And who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the LORD?
(B:E Project) "Gold for gold items, silver for silver items, and for all kinds of work made 
by cra�smen's hands. Now, who else is willing to dedicate themselves generously to the 
LORD today?"

Context: Having laid out his own personal contribu�on in detail, David turns and directly 
challenges the assembled leaders to match his example with their own free-will 
offerings.
Meaning: David's public example becomes an invita�on, not a demand - he asks "who 
is willing," leaving genuine free choice rather than compelling par�cipa�on through 
pressure or shame.
Lesson: I never force generosity out of you - I simply show you what's possible and then 
leave the choice genuinely open, because a gi� given freely means far more than one 
given under pressure.
See Also: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - "every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let 
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver."

29:6 (KJV) Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the tribes of Israel, and the captains of 
thousands and of hundreds, with the rulers of the king’s work, offered willingly,
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(B:E Project) Then the family leaders, the tribal princes, the commanders of thousands 
and hundreds, and the officials in charge of the king's projects, all gave willingly.

Context: The response to David's challenge is immediate and broad - every layer of 
leadership named throughout the preceding chapters steps forward together.
Meaning: The unity of response across every leadership group shows David's example 
and challenge genuinely resonated - this wasn't one isolated donor but a collec�ve 
movement across the whole governing structure of Israel.
Lesson: Genuine generosity is contagious - when you give freely and openly, it o�en 
gives others permission and courage to do the same.
See Also: Exodus 35:21-29 - the parallel outpouring of willing gi�s from the people for 
building the tabernacle.

29:7 (KJV) And gave for the service of the house of God of gold five thousand talents and ten 
thousand drams, and of silver ten thousand talents, and of brass eighteen thousand 
talents, and one hundred thousand talents of iron.
(B:E Project) They gave for the service of God's house: five thousand talents and ten 
thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of 
bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron.

Context: These figures, on top of David's own personal gi�, represent the combined 
contribu�on of Israel's leadership class - "darics" being a Persian coin, sugges�ng this list 
may reflect later editorial language from a�er the exile when the Chronicles were 
compiled.
Meaning: The scale of combined giving - beyond even David's massive personal 
contribu�on - shows genuine collec�ve ownership of the temple project, not something 
imposed from the top down but embraced from within by the na�on's own leaders.
Lesson: The biggest, most las�ng things get built not by one generous person alone but 
by a whole community choosing, together, to give what they can.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 22:14 - David's earlier account of resources already stockpiled 
before this addi�onal giving.

29:8 (KJV) And they with whom precious stones were found gave them to the treasure of the 
house of the LORD, by the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite.
(B:E Project) Those who had precious stones gave them to the treasury of the LORD's 
house, handed over to Jehiel the Gershonite.

Context: Jehiel is iden�fied as a Gershonite, from one of the three Levite clans 
(descendants of Gershon, son of Levi), entrusted with receiving and safeguarding these 
valuable donated gems.
Meaning: Naming the specific Levite responsible for receiving these gi�s shows careful 
accountability even amid a wave of spontaneous generosity - enthusiasm didn't replace 

proper stewardship and record-keeping.
Lesson: Passion and generosity are wonderful, but pair them with real accountability 
and care for how gi�s are received and used - both ma�er together.
See Also: 1 Chronicles 23:7-11 - the Gershonite Levite family listed among the temple's 
organised workforce.

29:9 (KJV) Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the king also rejoiced with great joy.
(B:E Project) The people rejoiced because they had given so willingly, giving to the LORD 
with a whole and sincere heart; and King David also rejoiced greatly.

Context: This verse captures the emo�onal peak of the giving campaign - joy, not 
obliga�on or resentment, is the dominant feeling described among both the ordinary 
people and the king himself.
Meaning: The phrase "with perfect heart" (a wholehearted, undivided sincerity) paired 
with genuine joy shows that true generosity, freely given, produces happiness rather 
than deple�on - giving here is experienced as gain, not loss.
Lesson: When you give freely from a genuine, undivided heart rather than pressure or 
guilt, you'll find it brings real joy rather than resentment - that's how generosity is meant 
to feel.
See Also: Acts 20:35 - "it is more blessed to give than to receive"; 2 Corinthians 9:7 - the 
cheerful giver God loves.

29:10 (KJV) Wherefore David blessed the LORD before all the congrega�on: and David said, 
Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel our father, for ever and ever.
(B:E Project) So David blessed the LORD in front of the whole assembly, saying: "Blessed 
are you, LORD God of Israel our father, forever and ever."

Context: This opens one of the most celebrated prayers in the Old Testament, David's 
public prayer of praise following the outpouring of generosity, offered openly before the 
en�re gathered na�on.
Meaning: Calling God "our father" here is a striking, in�mate �tle for the era - not a 
distant, impersonal deity but a close, rela�onal figure claimed collec�vely by the whole 
na�on, not just the king.
Lesson: I want to be known to you not as a distant ruler demanding tribute, but as a 
father - close, warm, and genuinely invested in your life.
See Also: Ma�hew 6:9 - Jesus later teaches his followers to pray "Our Father," echoing 
this same in�mate address.

29:11 (KJV) Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O 
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LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all.
(B:E Project) "Yours, LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty - for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, LORD, 
and you are exalted as head over all."

Context: This soaring declara�on acknowledges that everything David and the people 
had just given actually already belonged to God in the first place - a theological 
centrepiece of the whole chapter's theme of generosity.
Meaning: True generosity, this verse suggests, starts with recognising that nothing we 
"give" is ever truly ours to begin with - we're simply returning or redirec�ng what was 
already a gi�. That reframing removes pride from giving.
Lesson: Nothing you have is fully your own crea�on from nothing - it all started as a gi�. 
Recognising that turns generosity from a burden into simple honesty about where 
things came from.
See Also: Psalm 24:1 - "the earth is the LORD's, and the fulness thereof"; Job 41:11 - 
"whatsoever is under the whole heaven is mine."

29:12 (KJV) Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand 
is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.
(B:E Project) "Both riches and honour come from you, and you rule over everything. 
Power and strength are in your hand, and it is in your hand to make great and to give 
strength to everyone."

Context: David con�nues expanding on God's total sovereignty, specifically naming 
wealth and status - the very things just given so lavishly - as origina�ng from God rather 
than human achievement alone.
Meaning: This directly counters the tempta�on to take personal credit for success or 
wealth - even significant human achievement, David insists, ul�mately traces back to a 
source beyond ourselves.
Lesson: Hold your achievements and success with open hands, not clenched fists - 
remembering where your strength and opportunity really came from keeps you humble 
rather than proud.
See Also: Deuteronomy 8:17-18 - the warning not to say "my power... hath go�en me 
this wealth," but to remember God as the source.

29:13 (KJV) Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.
(B:E Project) "Now therefore, our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name."

Context: A short, simple pivot to direct thanksgiving, following the extended declara�on 
of God's greatness - the natural emo�onal response a�er recognising the true source of 
everything.

Meaning: Gra�tude here follows naturally from perspec�ve, not obliga�on - once you 
genuinely see where good things come from, thankfulness becomes the honest 
response rather than a forced ritual.
Lesson: Real gra�tude isn't a performance you owe me - it's simply what naturally rises 
up once you see clearly where good things actually come from.
See Also: Psalm 100:4 - "enter into his gates with thanksgiving... be thankful unto him, 
and bless his name."

29:14 (KJV) But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly 
a�er this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.
(B:E Project) "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give so 
willingly like this? Everything comes from you, and we have only given you what already 
belonged to you."

Context: David circles back to genuine humility, ques�oning his own and the people's 
worthiness even to make such a remarkable offering, despite having just led the largest 
collec�ve gi� described in the chapter.
Meaning: Rather than taking pride in the achievement of organising such generosity, 
David deflects credit en�rely - a striking model of leadership that stays humble even at 
its most publicly successful moment.
Lesson: The moment you're proudest of your own generosity or achievement is exactly 
the moment to remember it was never fully yours to be proud of in the first place.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 4:7 - "what hast thou that thou didst not receive? now if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?"

29:15 (KJV) For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days 
on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.
(B:E Project) "For we are foreigners and temporary residents before you, just as all our 
ancestors were; our days on earth are like a passing shadow, and there is no 
permanence."

Context: David reflects on human mortality and the brevity of life, using the image of 
Israel's ancestors who lived as "strangers and sojourners" - a phrase recalling Abraham's 
own status as a landless wanderer in Canaan (Genesis 23:4).
Meaning: This isn't despair but perspec�ve - recognising life's brevity ("a shadow") is 
presented as wisdom, not depressing fatalism, because it keeps a person from clinging 
too �ghtly to wealth, status, or permanence that was never actually guaranteed.
Lesson: Your �me here is genuinely short - let that truth free you from grasping too 
�ghtly at things, rather than frighten you. A shadow doesn't need to be feared, just 
recognised for what it is.
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See Also: Genesis 23:4 - Abraham calling himself "a stranger and a sojourner" in the land; 
Psalm 39:5, 144:4 - similar reflec�ons on life's brevity, "as a shadow."

29:16 (KJV) O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for 
thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.
(B:E Project) "LORD our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build you a 
house for your holy name comes from your own hand, and all of it is truly yours."

Context: David returns once more to the central theme - even the resources being 
dedicated for this sacred project ul�mately originated from God, not human produc�on 
alone.
Meaning: The repe��on throughout this prayer isn't accidental - David circles back to 
this point again and again because it's the emo�onal and theological anchor of the 
whole chapter: generosity flows naturally from recognising the true source of 
everything.
Lesson: Some truths are worth repea�ng to yourself again and again un�l they 
genuinely reshape how you see your own life and possessions - don't be afraid of 
repe��on when it comes to what really ma�ers.
See Also: James 1:17 - "every good gi� and every perfect gi� is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights."

29:17 (KJV) I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As 
for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things: and now 
have I seen with joy thy people, which are present here, to offer willingly unto thee.
(B:E Project) "I know, my God, that you test the heart and delight in honesty and 
integrity. I have willingly offered all these things with a sincere heart, and now I have 
seen your people, gathered here, giving willingly to you with joy."

Context: David explicitly names the heart-level sincerity behind both his own and the 
people's giving as the thing God actually values, more than the material value of the gi�s 
themselves.
Meaning: This makes explicit what the whole chapter has been building toward: the 
gold and silver aren't really the point - the honest, willing heart behind the giving is what 
God actually examines and delights in.
Lesson: What I care about isn't the size of what you give me but the honesty of the heart 
behind it - a small gi� given wholeheartedly means more to me than a huge one given 
reluctantly.
See Also: Mark 12:41-44 - Jesus praising the poor widow's small offering as greater than 
the wealthy's large dona�ons because of her heart.

29:18 (KJV) O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for ever in the 
imagina�on of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart unto thee:

(B:E Project) "LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our ancestors - keep this desire 
and inten�on forever in the thoughts and hearts of your people, and direct their hearts 
toward you."

Context: David explicitly invokes the patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob/Israel) as he 
prays for the na�on's sincere devo�on to be sustained long-term, not just in this one 
emo�onal moment of generosity.
Meaning: David recognises that a single moment of enthusiasm, however genuine, 
doesn't guarantee las�ng faithfulness - so he prays specifically for God to help sustain 
that same heart-orienta�on into the future, beyond the current excitement.
Lesson: A good inten�on in a single emo�onal moment isn't enough on its own - I want 
to help keep your heart oriented toward what ma�ers over the long run, not just in the 
moments that feel inspiring.
See Also: Exodus 3:15 - God iden�fying himself to Moses as "the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."

29:19 (KJV) And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep thy commandments, thy 
tes�monies, and thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the 
which I have made provision.
(B:E Project) "And give my son Solomon a wholehearted devo�on, to keep your 
commandments, your instruc�ons, and your statutes, and to carry out all these plans, 
and to build the palace/temple I have made prepara�on for."

Context: David's prayer turns specifically to Solomon in its closing line, asking God 
directly to give his son the internal quality (a wholehearted commitment) needed to 
actually finish what David has only prepared.
Meaning: David recognises that all his careful material prepara�on - gold, silver, 
blueprints - means nothing without the right heart in the person who will actually build 
it; character, not just resources, is what he prays for most.
Lesson: When you want to help someone succeed at something important, pray and 
hope for their character and heart even more than for the resources or advantages you 
can hand them.
See Also: 1 Kings 3:9-12 - Solomon later asking God for wisdom rather than wealth, a 
prayer God honours and rewards.

29:20 (KJV) And David said to all the congrega�on, Now bless the LORD your God. And all the 
congrega�on blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed down their heads, and 
worshipped the LORD, and the king.
(B:E Project) David told the whole assembly, "Now bless the LORD your God." So the 
whole assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their ancestors, bowed their heads low, 
and worshipped the LORD and the king.
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Context: The public prayer transi�ons into a shared act of collec�ve worship, with the 
assembly physically bowing in reverence both toward God and, notably, toward David 
as king.
Meaning: Bowing to both "the LORD and the king" together reflects the ancient 
understanding of the king as God's appointed representa�ve on earth - honouring the 
king wasn't compe�ng with honouring God, but was understood as part of the same act 
of respect for the divinely established order.
Lesson: Honour and respect shown to good leaders isn't opposed to honouring me - 
when leadership genuinely reflects my values, respec�ng it and respec�ng me flow 
together.
See Also: Romans 13:1 - the principle that legi�mate governing authority is, in some 
sense, established under God's ul�mate authority.

29:21 (KJV) And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings unto the 
LORD, on the morrow a�er that day, even a thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and a 
thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel:
(B:E Project) The next day they offered sacrifices to the LORD and presented burnt 
offerings: a thousand bulls, a thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, along with their 
drink offerings, plus abundant sacrifices for all Israel.

Context: This describes a massive na�onal worship celebra�on the day a�er the giving 
and prayer, on a scale matching the extraordinary generosity just displayed.
Meaning: The staggering number of animals (three thousand total, plus more) reflects 
genuine na�onal celebra�on, not a token religious formality - the scale of the sacrifice 
matches the scale of gra�tude being expressed.
Lesson: When something genuinely moves you to gra�tude, let your response match 
the size of what you feel - don't be embarrassed by wholehearted, generous celebra�on.
See Also: 1 Kings 8:63 - Solomon's later even larger sacrifice at the temple's actual 
dedica�on.

29:22 (KJV) And did eat and drink before the LORD on that day with great gladness. And they 
made Solomon the son of David king the second �me, and anointed him unto the LORD 
to be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest.
(B:E Project) They ate and drank before the LORD that day with great joy. They made 
Solomon, David's son, king a second �me, anointed him before the LORD as ruler, and 
anointed Zadok as priest.

Context: This describes a second, formal corona�on of Solomon (the first having 
happened more urgently and quietly in 1 Kings 1 during Adonijah's a�empted coup), 
now confirmed openly and joyfully before the whole na�on.

Meaning: Repea�ng the corona�on publicly, alongside celebratory feas�ng, transforms 
what began as an emergency poli�cal manoeuvre (in 1 Kings 1) into a fully legi�mate, 
joyfully embraced, na�onally endorsed transi�on of power.
Lesson: Some�mes a good outcome starts messily or urgently - what ma�ers is 
following through a�erward to make sure it's properly established, celebrated, and 
embraced by everyone involved, not just rushed through in crisis.
See Also: 1 Kings 1:32-40 - the earlier, more urgent first anoin�ng of Solomon during 
Adonijah's a�empted coup.

29:23 (KJV) Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father, and 
prospered; and all Israel obeyed him.
(B:E Project) Then Solomon sat on the LORD's throne as king in his father David's place, 
and he prospered, and all Israel obeyed him.

Context: This marks the formal, peaceful transi�on of power being complete and secure 
- described as "the LORD's throne," reinforcing that the monarchy belongs to God's 
kingdom purposes, not merely a human dynasty.
Meaning: The immediate, unified obedience "all Israel" gives to Solomon signals a 
successful, stable transi�on - a sharp contrast to the more turbulent handovers of power 
common throughout the rest of the Bible's history, and to Adonijah's recent failed 
a�empt.
Lesson: A well-prepared transi�on, done openly and with the community's full 
par�cipa�on, tends to land well - the effort David put into preparing everyone paid off 
in a genuinely peaceful outcome.
See Also: 1 Kings 2:12 - the parallel statement that "Solomon sat upon the throne of 
David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly."

29:24 (KJV) And all the princes, and the mighty men, and all the sons likewise of king David, 
submi�ed themselves unto Solomon the king.
(B:E Project) All the leaders, the mighty warriors, and all of King David's other sons 
submi�ed themselves to Solomon as king.

Context: This explicitly notes that even David's other sons - including surviving brothers 
of the recently rebellious Adonijah - accepted Solomon's kingship, confirming the 
succession was genuinely se�led, not just formally announced.
Meaning: The submission of poten�al rivals (David's other sons) is a meaningful detail - 
it shows reconcilia�on and acceptance actually took hold at a family level, not merely 
poli�cal compliance forced from outside.
Lesson: True peace a�er conflict isn't just the absence of open rebellion - it's when even 
those who might have had a claim genuinely let go and support the outcome together.
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See Also: 1 Kings 1:5-53 - Adonijah's earlier rebellion and eventual submission to 
Solomon's kingship.

29:25 (KJV) And the LORD magnified Solomon exceedingly in the sight of all Israel, and 
bestowed upon him such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel.
(B:E Project) The LORD greatly exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel, and gave him a 
royal splendour beyond that of any king before him in Israel.

Context: This sets up Solomon's reputa�on for unmatched wealth and wisdom, themes 
that will dominate the following books (1 Kings, 2 Chronicles) describing his reign at its 
height.
Meaning: The text is careful to credit this exalta�on to God directly ("the LORD 
magnified Solomon"), not simply to Solomon's own ambi�on or cleverness - his 
greatness is framed as gi� rather than self-made achievement.
Lesson: Extraordinary success, when it comes, is worth receiving with the same humility 
David modelled - as something given to steward well, not something to claim as pure 
personal accomplishment.
See Also: 1 Kings 3:12-13, 10:23 - Solomon's God-given wisdom and unmatched wealth 
described later in his reign.

29:26 (KJV) Thus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
(B:E Project) So David, the son of Jesse, reigned over all Israel.

Context: This begins the closing summary of David's en�re reign, a formal historical 
no�ce common in the Bible for wrapping up the record of a king's life.
Meaning: Iden�fying David again as "the son of Jesse" - his humble family origin as a 
shepherd from Bethlehem - bookends his story with the same modest star�ng point 
noted when he was first anointed, a reminder of how far an ordinary background 
carried him.
Lesson: Never assume your family's ordinary standing limits what your life can become 
- the whole of David's extraordinary story started from an unremarkable shepherd's 
home.
See Also: 1 Samuel 16:11-13 - David introduced as Jesse's youngest son, tending sheep, 
before his anoin�ng.

29:27 (KJV) And the �me that he reigned over Israel was forty years; seven years reigned he in 
Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.
(B:E Project) The length of his reign over Israel was forty years - he reigned seven years 
in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem.

Context: This precise summary matches the parallel account in 2 Samuel 5:4-5, 
confirming the same historical �meline: David's earlier reign over just Judah from 

Hebron, followed by his reign over the unified kingdom from Jerusalem.
Meaning: The two dis�nct phases (Hebron, then Jerusalem) reflect David's gradual, 
pa�ent rise to full na�onal leadership rather than an instant seizure of total power - 
years of smaller, regional leadership preceded the fuller role.
Lesson: Growth into your full calling o�en comes in stages, not all at once - be pa�ent 
with the smaller season before the larger one, the way David spent years leading well on 
a smaller scale first.
See Also: 2 Samuel 5:4-5 - the same forty-year reign figures given in the parallel historical 
account.

29:28 (KJV) And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son 
reigned in his stead.
(B:E Project) He died at a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour; and his son 
Solomon reigned in his place.

Context: This is the Bible's standard formula for describing a life considered complete 
and blessed, applied here to David at the close of his long, even�ul, and o�en turbulent 
life.
Meaning: Despite all of David's real failures recorded elsewhere in scripture (his adultery 
with Bathsheba, the murder of Uriah, family tragedies, the census sin), his life is s�ll 
summarised here as full and honoured - a life doesn't need to be flawless to end well and 
be genuinely honoured.
Lesson: Your mistakes, even serious ones, don't have to define how your whole story is 
remembered - what ma�ers more is the honest, ongoing rela�onship you kept with me 
through it all, right to the end.
See Also: Genesis 25:8 - the same formula ("full of years") used to describe Abraham's 
death; 1 Kings 2:10-11 - the parallel record of David's death and burial in Jerusalem.

29:29 (KJV) Now the acts of David the king, first and last, behold, they are wri�en in the book 
of Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad the 
seer,
(B:E Project) Now the events of King David's reign, from beginning to end, are recorded 
in the records of Samuel the seer, the records of Nathan the prophet, and the records of 
Gad the seer.

Context: The Chronicler cites three separate prophe�c sources - now lost to us as 
standalone texts - that presumably informed the accounts we have in 1 and 2 Samuel 
and elsewhere, showing careful historical sourcing behind the biblical record.
Meaning: This footnote reveals the Bible's own writers cared about historical 
accountability and named sources, rather than presen�ng these accounts as 
unsupported claims - ancient historiography took documenta�on seriously.
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Lesson: Truth-telling about a life - including the good and the difficult - ma�ers enough 
to record carefully and honestly, not to leave to fading memory or convenient rewri�ng.
See Also: 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel - generally understood as substan�ally drawing on 
these same prophe�c records; 2 Chronicles 9:29 - a similar cita�on of sources closing 
Solomon's own reign.

29:30 (KJV) With all his reign and his might, and the �mes that went over him, and over Israel, 
and over all the kingdoms of the countries.
(B:E Project) This included all his reign and his might, and everything that happened to 
him, to Israel, and to all the surrounding kingdoms.

Context: This final verse of 1 Chronicles closes the book by situa�ng David's reign within 
its wider interna�onal context, not just Israel's internal story alone.
Meaning: Ending on this broader note - David's impact reaching "all the kingdoms of the 
countries" - reflects how significant his reign actually was regionally, se�ng the stage for 
Solomon's even more interna�onally prominent kingdom that follows.
Lesson: A life lived faithfully rarely stays contained to just your own small circle - its 
effects ripple outward further than you might ever fully see yourself.
See Also: 2 Samuel 8:1-14 - David's various military campaigns establishing Israel's 
regional dominance among neighbouring kingdoms.
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