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It is a hard season, and it continues to be. But I don't resent where I am. With all 
my heart, I believe this is where I am meant to be, and where I want to be.

The quick succession, timing and intensity of these events in my life began to feel 
like part of God’s plan for me.

It was then that I found solace in the Bible, just as life felt cracked wide open. And 
yet, in that brokenness, I noticed what I’d missed before—God actually draws 
close to people whose hearts are shattered (Psalm 34:18). When I ran out of my 
own strength, I learned how much I could lean on His:

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

The Bible became more than something I was trying to understand. It became 
something I needed, even a passion. I honestly cannot imagine where I would be 
now without it.

Caring for my mother meant I couldn’t run from thing to thing anymore, and I like 
to be busy. It also meant that I didn’t have as much time or access to friends, 
especially as I now lived in a new area. Life slowed down, and income dropped to 
just enough to cover bare necessities.

But in that quiet, a new door opened.

I started volunteering as a driver—just helping elderly and vulnerable people who 
simply needed a lift—and, in many cases, a lift in more ways than one. I also 
started sharing my faith. It’s a small thing, but it felt right—my passengers lifted 
me as much as I lifted them, and I felt comfortable sharing my faith.

James reminds us that caring for those in need is an important expression of faith 
(James 1:27).

That volunteering drew me back to church, and—probably for the first time ever—
I found myself having real conversations with God. Not just polite, thank-you 
prayers that I had always done, but honest ones where I was asking for help. I no 
longer felt guilty about asking God for help, as though doing so somehow meant I 
didn't trust the path God had given me.

I was forming a relationship with God.

And something shifted. I started to realise that God doesn't just help; He guides 
us, and I was beginning to learn to listen (Proverbs 3:5–6). I also started seeing 
the Bible not simply as a set of instructions, but as a guide for how to live.

I also began to see something about Christian fellowship that I hadn't really 
considered before.

Human beings naturally form communities. We make friends, find people we are 
comfortable with, and over time those friendships become established. There is 
nothing wrong with that. But Scripture calls us to something beyond simply 
gathering with the people we already know.

Page 7 Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit Page 8Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - OBADIAH BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - OBADIAH

PREFACE
First, thanks for picking up this book. If there is anything good in these pages, give 
credit to God; anything weak or flawed, that’s on me. I wrote this out of 
gratitude—a small way to give back, hoping maybe it lights the path for someone 
else, just like Scripture has done for me:

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

My journey to faith wasn’t in a moment of crisis, in despair, or some dramatic 
story. No lightning bolts, no instant conversion. Honestly, it was more like water 
slowly carving its path over time.

Back at University, nearly 40 years ago, my friends were genuinely fired up about 
their faith and invited me along. They, and their invitation for me to believe there 
is a God, are the reason I got baptised. It wasn’t about church pressure; I just knew 
I wanted what they had, even if I didn’t truly understand what it was. But one 
thing was becoming clear to me: I was experiencing something I came to 
understand as the work of the Holy Spirit.

After University, the real world arrived. For years, my faith stayed quiet and 
private. I said the Lord’s Prayer every day. I tried to live with an open hand and 
hoped God had a plan for me, especially when life made no sense. I tried never to 
judge others too quickly, because I could never know the whole story or what was 
in another person's heart. God alone sees all things and judges perfectly.

Still, I rarely set foot in church. My life was busy, and I worked most Sundays. I also 
hardly knew anyone who talked about their faith openly.

I tried reading the Bible, but wrestling with the King James Version just felt 
impossible. When I was baptised, there wasn’t the choice of Bibles we have today. 
Sure, I believed there was something bright and life-giving in its words. I wasn't 
rejecting the King James Bible. I simply couldn't understand much of its language.

Then, a couple of years ago, everything shifted.

I lost my job in a way that wasn’t fair. My father passed away—not long after 
celebrating sixty years with my mother. My son was also close to a breakdown—
he had been working too hard. Soon after that, I moved into my mother’s home 
so that I could care for her.

I believe Scripture calls us to care for our own (1 Timothy 5:8), and there are times 
when that responsibility has to come before my ability to attend church. Leaving 
my mother to attend church is not always safe, and that has made regular 
attendance difficult.

This has never been a rejection of the Church or of Christian fellowship. Quite the 
opposite. My heart is entirely with God, and I genuinely believe that caring for my 
mother is where God wants me to be. She is slowly losing her hearing and vision, 
with Alzheimer’s taking away more of who she is each day.



My own circumstances have sometimes left me on the edge of those 
established friendships. Even when I am able to attend church or volunteer, I 
often have responsibilities waiting for me at home. Sometimes I have to leave 
as soon as I can. At other times, I stay longer than I should because there is 
work that needs doing before I can return home.

I don't want that to be mistaken for being unfriendly or uninterested. Quite 
the opposite. I want fellowship. I want friendship. I want to feel that I belong.

This experience has taught me to be cautious about judging what I see in 
another person. I may see someone who does not stay, does not talk much, or 
seems distant, but I cannot know the circumstances behind what I see. God 
sees the whole story; I see only a small part of it.

That does not mean we should never exercise discernment. There are times 
when we need to recognise what is right and wrong, protect ourselves or 
others, and act when something is clearly harmful. But I believe we should be 
very slow to turn an observation into an assumption, an assumption into a 
judgement, and a judgement into exclusion. This has become clearer, while 
studying the Bible.

There may be someone standing on the edge of a church who desperately 
wants to belong. There may be someone carrying a burden that nobody else 
knows about. There may be someone searching for God who is quietly 
watching how Christians treat one another.

And that matters.

There are already enough barriers between people and God without Christians 
unintentionally creating more.

Jesus gives us a powerful picture of this in the parable of the lost sheep. The 
shepherd has ninety-nine sheep, but when one goes astray, he goes looking for 
it. The ninety-nine are not unimportant. But neither is the one.

That image has stayed with me.

If someone is struggling to understand Scripture, perhaps we should not simply 
assume that they will eventually find their way. If someone is standing on the 
edge of a Christian community, perhaps we should not simply accept that they 
are outside it. If someone appears distant, perhaps we should remember that 
we do not know their whole story.

Sometimes all that is needed is for someone to notice them, make room for 
them, and make sure they are not quietly left on the outside.

I don't say any of this as a criticism of the Church, and I certainly don't claim 
to have all the answers. I say it because Scripture has made me increasingly 
aware that following Christ changes not only our relationship with God, but 
also the way we see and treat other people.

Perhaps that is one of the things God has been teaching me through this 
season:

I cannot know another person's whole story, but I can choose not to become 
another barrier in their way.

So, I decided to really read the Bible, cover to cover.

My memory has always been atrocious, so I started typing out every verse, 
hoping the hands-on effort would help me absorb the words more effectively. 
Next to each King James verse, I wrote out what I thought it meant in plain 
English and started researching to gain more clarity.

Partly, I did it because I’d missed years of church teaching, and because I had 
put down the Bible in the past because of the frustration of not understanding 
more clearly the words that I read. But mostly, I did it for my son—he’s 
autistic, he’s exhausted, and as his father, I wanted to understand Scripture 
well enough to explain it to him. So, I decided to tackle my frustration with the 
Bible head-on.

Breaking it down for him became my main reason for all this—a way to do what 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7 calls us to:

“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children…”

After I finished the first chunk, I showed it to my pastor because I wanted to 
be sure I hadn’t missed the mark. He encouraged me greatly and told me to 
keep going.

So, I did.

Book by book, it grew, and I kept one thing front and centre:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
it” (Habakkuk 2:2).

“Let me be clear about what this is, and what it’s not.”
This is not a rewrite of the Bible, or any sort of replacement for it. Scripture is 
the foundation:

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

I haven't altered the Scripture itself. Every King James verse is there in full, so 
you can clearly see what is Scripture and what is my attempt to explain it. What 
I have written alongside it is simply plain-English meaning and explanation—for 
people who are new to the Bible, even the young, to help them move towards 
understanding what is being said.

“Call it a companion, not a substitute. I call it Bible:Essence Project 
as it is simply that, the essence of the Bible.”
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That line matters to me. I’ve tried to make the language simpler, not shrink the 
meaning. Where a verse is difficult to put into plain English, or where faithful 
Christians have understood it in more than one way, I try to say so rather than 
pretend there is only one possible interpretation.

This isn’t a new idea. In Nehemiah 8:8, the Levites read God's law and then 
explained it so everyone could understand. When Philip came across the 
Ethiopian man in Acts 8, that man admitted he couldn't understand Scripture 
without help. And Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:

“Unless you speak words that are easy to understand, how will anyone know 
what you’re saying?” (1 Corinthians 14:9).

Helping people understand Scripture has always been part of the life of God's 
people. I'm simply trying, in a very small way, to do the same.

There are many Bible studies and guides written by people who have a passion 
for God and a desire to share what they have learned. I make no claim to be 
different in that respect. I am simply another person who has found something 
in Scripture that I want others to have the opportunity to discover.

I didn’t write this as a scholar, and I don’t expect you to read it as though you’re 
taking a course. I’m simply an ordinary person whose faith deepened later in life, 
who still gets stuck on difficult passages, and who wanted to find a way into 
Scripture—for myself, for my son, and perhaps for you too.

Perhaps coming to a deeper understanding later in life has given me a 
perspective that can help someone else who is only just beginning that journey.

I’m not claiming to have all the answers, and I certainly don’t want you to take 
my explanations as a substitute for Scripture. Please check what I’ve written 
against the Scripture alongside it, and where something is difficult or open to 
more than one interpretation, I will try to say so.

My hope is not that you take my word for anything, but that my efforts might 
help you engage with God's Word for yourself.

If you already know the Bible well, I hope you'll forgive the simplicity of some of 
the explanations. They aren't written because I think Scripture is simple, but 
because I remember what it felt like when it wasn't.

And if you find that I've misunderstood something, I hope you'll test my words 
against Scripture, as I have tried to do myself.

I’m not looking for money or recognition. Most of these last few years, I’ve been 
caring for my mother and using whatever spare time I could find to chip away at 
this project. In a strange way, the two have gone hand in hand.

My prayer is that these efforts, offered to God, will do the quiet work in your 
heart that His Word began in mine.

I’m trusting, as Isaiah says, that God's word never returns empty—it always does 
what He intends (Isaiah 55:11).

Honestly, my hope is simple:

“That these pages help you move from feeling stuck with the text to beginning 
to understand it—and that, somewhere along that journey, you encounter 
God, as I did.

I hope you come to feel the love of the Bible as I do, and feel blessed by the 
wisdom of God’s Word as it shines through its pages.

I am con�nually in awe of the Bible. Although it was wri�en more than 2,000 
years ago, the wisdom it contains is just as relevant today as it has ever been—
and, perhaps more than ever, that wisdom is needed now in our world.”
And if that happens for even one person, then all the �me and effort that went into these 
pages will have been worth it.

Don’t worry if you struggle like me to remember Bible verses. Be assured that as you read, 
the verses will enter your heart, soul — and even your bones!

May God bless you, and may His Word do in your heart what it has done in mine. Amen.

Methodology Declara�on:

The research for this Bible Study was conducted using a variety of sources, 
including Bible study plans available through YouVersion, other Bible study books, 
websites, and AI tools.

AI was used as a research and reference tool, rather than as a means of 
genera�ng the Bible Study itself. Where AI was used, I used a pla�orm that 
allowed me to submit the same prompts to mul�ple AI models and compare their 
responses. I then analysed and cross-referenced the informa�on provided, with 
the aim of iden�fying inaccuracies, inconsistencies, or poten�al AI 
“hallucina�ons.”

The research from these various sources, including the AI-assisted research, 
helped me to develop my understanding of the subjects discussed and influenced 
some of my thinking. However, the content and wording presented in this Bible 
Study were wri�en by me, based on my own understanding, analysis, and 
interpreta�on of the research.

If you’ve enjoyed what this Bible study has revealed to you, why not visit my website, 
where you’ll find many more resources that reveal the wonder and awe of the Bible? 
www.root-to-fruit.faith
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Chapter Summary: Obadiah 1

Chapter 1 of Obadiah begins with God's announcement of impending judgement against Edom. 
God declares that Edom, despite its perceived strength and high, secure dwelling places, will be 
made small and despised because of its arrogance. The prophet reveals that Edom's own allies will 
betray them, and their wisdom and military strength will fail. The core of Edom's sin is highlighted: 
they stood by, gloated, and even par�cipated when foreign armies a�acked Jerusalem and 
carried off its treasures and people. The chapter warns that the "day of the Lord" is coming for all 
na�ons, and Edom will suffer the same fate it inflicted on others. It concludes with a hopeful 
prophecy that Mount Zion (Jerusalem) will be a place of safety and holiness, and the descendants 
of Jacob will return, reclaim their land, and eventually overcome their enemies, including a 
complete downfall for the people of Esau (Edom).

1:1 (KJV) The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning Edom; We have heard 
a rumour from the LORD, and an ambassador is sent among the heathen, Arise ye, and 
let us rise up against her in ba�le.
(B:E Project) This is the vision Obadiah saw. This is what the Lord GOD says about Edom: 
we have heard a report from the LORD, and a messenger has been sent out to the 
na�ons, saying, "Get up, let's go to war against her."

Context: This opening line names the prophet and the target of his en�re short book: 
Edom, the na�on descended from Esau, Jacob's twin brother. It announces that other 
na�ons are being summoned by God to move against Edom in judgement.
Meaning: Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament and it has one job: to 
explain why a whole na�on is about to fall, and why that's fair. Edom felt untouchable, 
but the verse says a call to arms is already going out. The point being set up here is simple 
but important: ac�ons have consequences, even when it takes years for them to arrive, 
and even when a na�on - or a person - thinks it's too strong or too well hidden to ever 
be called to account.
Lesson: I never promise anyone a free pass forever. If you've hurt someone and go�en 
away with it so far, that silence isn't approval - it's pa�ence. Use whatever �me you have 
le� to make things right, rather than assuming the quiet means it's forgo�en.
See Also: Jeremiah 49:14-16 records an almost iden�cal prophecy against Edom, 
showing this message was well known; Genesis 25:19-26 tells the origin story of Jacob 
and Esau, the brothers whose falling-out sits behind this whole book.

1:2 (KJV) Behold, I have made thee small among the heathen: thou art greatly despised.
(B:E Project) Look - I have made you small among the na�ons; you are treated with 
contempt.

     CHAPTER 1
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Book Summary: Obadiah
The book of Obadiah is the shortest book in the 
Old Testament, consis�ng of only one chapter. It 
delivers a powerful prophecy, primarily focusing 
on God's judgement against the na�on of Edom. 
Edom, descended from Esau (Jacob's brother), is 
condemned for its excessive pride and, more 
importantly, for its malicious ac�ons and 
indifference towards its rela�ve na�on, Judah 
(descendants of Jacob), during a �me of great 
suffering and invasion. The book declares that 
Edom will be completely humbled and destroyed 
for its cruelty. Amidst this judgement, Obadiah 
also includes a promise of restora�on and triumph 
for Israel, emphasising God's ul�mate jus�ce and 
His faithfulness to His people, who will eventually 
reclaim their land and expand their territory.



Context: The taunt against Edom's false security con�nues and intensifies - even 
reaching cosmic heights won't put the na�on beyond reach.
Meaning: This verse pushes the previous one's point to its limit: it doesn't ma�er how 
high you climb, physically or in status - there is no al�tude that puts you beyond 
accountability. It's not really about eagles or stars; it's about the very human fantasy of 
becoming so successful or so powerful that the normal rules stop applying to you.
Lesson: No promo�on, no fortune, no follower count puts you outside the reach of truth 
and consequence. I'd rather you build your life on something solid - honesty, kindness, 
fairness - than on al�tude, because al�tude always eventually gives way.
See Also: Isaiah 14:13-15 pictures the same "I will ascend" arrogance being brought 
down; Amos 9:2-4 makes the same point - nowhere to hide, not underground and not 
in the heavens.

1:5 (KJV) If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how art thou cut off!) would they not 
have stolen �ll they had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would they not 
leave some grapes?
(B:E Project) If thieves broke into your house, or robbers came in the night, they'd only 
take what they wanted and leave the rest - wouldn't they? If grape-pickers came 
through your vineyard, they'd leave a few grapes behind. But you - you'll be stripped 
completely bare.

Context: God describes the scale of the destruc�on coming to Edom by comparing it to 
ordinary the� and harves�ng, both of which normally leave something behind.
Meaning: This verse uses a clever, almost everyday comparison. Even criminals usually 
stop once they've got what they came for. Even harvesters, by custom, le� some grapes 
on the vine for others who needed them. The point is that what's coming for Edom will 
be more total than either of those - nothing par�al about it, because Edom itself showed 
no such restraint or mercy to others.
Lesson: Even people doing something wrong usually have some limit, some scrap of 
decency le�. When a person or a system shows none at all - takes everything, leaves 
nothing for anyone else - that's a warning sign worth taking seriously, in others and in 
yourself.
See Also: Levi�cus 19:9-10 is the law behind the grape-gleaning custom men�oned here 
- deliberately leaving something for the poor, the very generosity Edom lacked; 
Jeremiah 49:9 uses this same thieves-and-grape-gatherers comparison against Edom.

1:6 (KJV) How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things sought up!
(B:E Project) How thoroughly Esau's hidden treasures have been searched out and dug 
up!

Context: A short exclama�on con�nuing the picture of total plunder - even Edom's 
secret stashes and hidden wealth will be found and taken.

Context: Having announced the coming a�ack, God now speaks directly to Edom and 
states the verdict up front: the proud, secure na�on is about to be brought low.
Meaning: Edom was a real kingdom south-east of the Dead Sea, built into mountain 
cliffs and proud of how safe that made it feel. This verse cuts straight past any of that 
self-image and states the outcome plainly: small, and despised. It's a warning that status 
and self-confidence don't automa�cally protect anyone from the results of how they've 
treated others.
Lesson: Whatever makes you feel untouchable - money, reputa�on, a strong posi�on - 
isn't actually protec�on if you're using it to look down on people. I'd rather you feel small 
and humble now, by choice, than have life humble you later without your permission.
See Also: Proverbs 16:18 ("pride goeth before... a fall") states the same principle as a 
general rule of life; Jeremiah 49:15 repeats this exact judgement on Edom almost word 
for word.

1:3 (KJV) The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the cle�s of the 
rock, whose habita�on is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the 
ground?
(B:E Project) Your own pride has fooled you - you who live up in the mountain crags, high 
and secure, telling yourself, "No one can ever bring me down here."

Context: God names the root problem behind Edom's coming downfall: not bad luck, 
but arrogance. Edom's capital region was carved into steep rock, which made its people 
feel invincible.
Meaning: This verse diagnoses a very ordinary human mistake: mistaking a strong 
posi�on for a safe one. Edom's cliffs were real - the mistake was the internal monologue, 
"nothing can touch me." That belief is what the verse calls decep�on. Anyone who feels 
completely secure because of where they sit in life - financially, socially, physically - is at 
risk of the exact same blind spot.
Lesson: Security that comes from height, walls, or status can quietly convince you that 
you don't need to answer to anyone. I'm not against strength - I'm against the lie that 
strength means you're beyond correc�on. Stay reachable, stay honest with yourself, 
however high you climb.
See Also: Isaiah 14:13-15 mocks a king for similar sky-high self-confidence before his fall; 
Jeremiah 49:16 addresses Edom with the same charge of being deceived by pride and 
high dwellings.

1:4 (KJV) Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the 
stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD.
(B:E Project) Even if you soar as high as an eagle, even if you build your nest among the 
stars, I will bring you down from there, says the LORD.
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Meaning: Being clever or well-regarded for wisdom counts for nothing if it isn't paired 
with basic decency. Edom's advisors, strategists and reputa�on for insight are about to 
prove useless, because cleverness without integrity has no real founda�on under it - it 
collapses exactly when it's needed most.
Lesson: Being smart and being good aren't the same thing, and only one of them holds 
up under real pressure. I'd rather you have less cleverness and more honesty, because 
wisdom without love is just cleverness looking for an excuse.
See Also: Jeremiah 49:7 asks directly, "is wisdom no more in Teman?" about this same 
reputa�on; 1 Corinthians 1:19-20 makes a similar point about worldly wisdom being 
brought to nothing.

1:9 (KJV) And thy mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, to the end that every one of the 
mount of Esau may be cut off by slaughter.
(B:E Project) Your warriors, Teman, will be terrified, so that everyone on Esau's 
mountain is cut down in the slaughter.

Context: Teman was a well-known region of Edom, effec�vely standing in for its figh�ng 
men here. Even Edom's toughest soldiers will lose their nerve when the reckoning 
comes.
Meaning: Physical strength and military reputa�on don't guarantee courage. This verse 
pictures Edom's warriors - people whose whole iden�ty was built on being tough - falling 
apart with fear. It suggests that guilt and a bad conscience can hollow out even the 
strongest-looking person from the inside, long before any real danger arrives.
Lesson: Real courage isn't about muscle or bravado - it's about having nothing to hide 
and nothing to fear from the truth. Live in a way that keeps your conscience clean, and 
you'll find you can stand firm when it actually ma�ers.
See Also: Jeremiah 49:22 pictures Edom's warriors' hearts failing like a woman in labour; 
Amos 1:11-12 pronounces judgement specifically on Teman.

1:10 (KJV) For thy violence against thy brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou shalt 
be cut off for ever.
(B:E Project) Because of the violence you did to your brother Jacob, shame will cover 
you, and you will be wiped out forever.

Context: This is the pivot verse of the whole book: God names the specific charge 
against Edom - violence against Jacob, their own brother na�on - and this single sin is 
what the rest of the oracle is built on.
Meaning: This is the heart of Obadiah's en�re message. It isn't just about a poli�cal 
rivalry between two na�ons - it's framed explicitly as brother against brother, going back 
to Jacob and Esau themselves. Betraying a stranger is bad; betraying family, someone 
you're supposed to be closest to, cuts deeper and carries a heavier weight. That's exactly 
why the punishment described here is so complete.

Meaning: This is a brief but pointed line: nothing stays buried forever. Whatever 
advantage, wealth, or secret Edom thought was safely tucked away is going to be 
exposed and lost. It's a reminder that things done in secret, whether hiding treasure or 
hiding wrongdoing, tend to surface eventually.
Lesson: What you keep hidden doesn't stay hidden forever - not from life, and not from 
truth. That's not meant to frighten you; it's an invita�on to live in a way you wouldn't 
mind having brought into the light.
See Also: Luke 12:2-3 makes the same point directly - nothing covered up will stay that 
way; Jeremiah 49:10 describes God himself uncovering Esau's hiding places.

1:7 (KJV) All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee even to the border: the men that 
were at peace with thee have deceived thee, and prevailed against thee; they that eat 
thy bread have laid a wound under thee: there is none understanding in him.
(B:E Project) All your allies will turn on you and drive you out to your own border; the 
na�ons that were at peace with you will trick you and overpower you; the very people 
who shared meals with you will set a trap beneath your feet, and you won't even see it 
coming.

Context: God describes Edom being betrayed by its own trusted allies - a sharp irony, 
since betrayal of a close rela�onship (their "brother" Israel) is exactly what Edom is being 
judged for.
Meaning: This verse is almost poe�c jus�ce: the na�on that betrayed its brother now 
gets betrayed by its friends. "Those who eat your bread" means people close enough to 
share a table with you - the deepest kind of trust. The lesson underneath is that trust, 
once broken by one party, tends to become fragile everywhere; a culture of betrayal 
doesn't stay contained to one rela�onship.
Lesson: How you treat the people close to you sets a pa�ern, and pa�erns have a way 
of coming back around. If you want loyal people in your life, be one first - trust is built by 
being trustworthy, not demanded from others while you withhold it yourself.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:2 ("with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you 
again") states the same principle generally; Psalm 41:9 laments betrayal by a close 
friend, echoing the s�ng described here.

1:8 (KJV) Shall I not in that day, saith the LORD, even destroy the wise men out of Edom, and 
understanding out of the mount of Esau?
(B:E Project) "On that day," declares the LORD, "will I not destroy the wise men of Edom, 
and wipe out understanding from Esau's mountain?"

Context: Edom had a genuine reputa�on for wisdom in the ancient world. God 
announces that even this famous asset will fail Edom completely when judgement 
arrives.
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Context: God spells out precisely what Edom did wrong on the day Jerusalem fell - not 
just standing by, but ac�vely gloa�ng, celebra�ng, and boas�ng while their rela�ves 
suffered.
Meaning: This verse names a very recognisable human failing: taking pleasure in 
someone else's downfall, especially someone you have a complicated or rivalrous 
history with. No�ce that the accusa�on includes a�tude and words, not just ac�ons - 
looking on with sa�sfac�on and speaking proudly both count as real wrongs here, even 
without li�ing a hand.
Lesson: It's temp�ng to feel a flash of sa�sfac�on when someone who's wronged you, 
or simply someone you envy, has a hard �me. I'm asking you to resist that. Real 
character shows in how you feel and speak about someone else's pain, not just in how 
you act - so choose empathy over gloa�ng, every �me.
See Also: Proverbs 24:17-18 warns directly, "rejoice not when thine enemy falleth"; 
Romans 12:15 calls for "weep with them that weep" as the opposite ins�nct to what 
Edom is accused of here.

1:13 (KJV) Thou shouldest not have entered into the gate of my people in the day of their 
calamity; yea, thou shouldest not have looked on their afflic�on in the day of their 
calamity, nor have laid hands on their substance in the day of their calamity;
(B:E Project) You should not have marched through my people's gates on the day of 
their disaster; you should not have stared at their suffering on that day, nor grabbed 
their belongings while they were down.

Context: The list of charges against Edom escalates from watching and gloa�ng to ac�ve 
loo�ng - taking property from Jerusalem while the city was under a�ack.
Meaning: This verse moves from an a�tude problem to outright opportunism: profi�ng 
materially from someone else's disaster. It's the ancient equivalent of loo�ng a house 
a�er a fire, or exploi�ng someone financially the moment they're too overwhelmed to 
protect themselves.
Lesson: There's a par�cular kind of wrong in seeing someone at their lowest and 
thinking, "what can I get out of this?" instead of "how can I help?" Whatever you gain 
that way never really belongs to you - it's built on someone else's worst day, and that 
never sits well in the long run.
See Also: Proverbs 17:5 ("he that is glad at calami�es shall not be unpunished") states 
the underlying principle plainly; Psalm 137:7 again records Edom's specific role in 
Jerusalem's fall.

1:14 (KJV) Neither shouldest thou have stood in the crossway, to cut off those of his that did 
escape; neither shouldest thou have delivered up those of his that did remain in the day 
of distress.

Lesson: The people closest to you - family, old friends, anyone who has shared your 
history - deserve your loyalty most, not least. Betraying someone precisely because you 
know them well, and know they'll struggle to defend themselves against you, is one of 
the ugliest things a person can do. Don't let closeness become the thing you exploit.
See Also: Genesis 27 tells the story of Jacob and Esau's bi�er falling-out over the 
birthright and blessing, the root of this rivalry; Amos 1:11 condemns Edom for pursuing 
"his brother with the sword"; Malachi 1:2-4 also addresses this same brother 
rela�onship.

1:11 (KJV) In the day that thou stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers carried 
away cap�ve his forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and cast lots upon 
Jerusalem, even thou wast as one of them.
(B:E Project) On the day you stood back and did nothing - the day strangers carried off 
his wealth, foreigners marched through his gates, and they cast lots over Jerusalem - you 
were no different from any of them.

Context: This verse recalls a specific historical event: the fall of Jerusalem to a foreign 
army (most likely the Babylonians in 586 BC). Edom did nothing to help its neighbour 
and, by standing aside, effec�vely sided with the invaders.
Meaning: "Cas�ng lots" means dividing up plunder by chance, like drawing straws over 
stolen goods. The striking claim here is that Edom didn't even need to swing a sword to 
be guilty - simply standing by while a close neighbour was destroyed, and not li�ing a 
finger to help, made them "as one of them," just as responsible as the actual a�ackers. 
Doing nothing, when you could have done something, is treated here as its own form of 
betrayal.
Lesson: Staying silent or staying out of it when someone you know is in real trouble isn't 
neutral - it's a choice, and it has moral weight. I'm not asking you to fight everyone's 
ba�les, but when you can help someone who's down and you choose to just watch, 
you've already picked a side.
See Also: Psalm 137:7 records this exact moment - Edom cheering for Jerusalem's 
destruc�on; Luke 10:30-37, the parable of the Good Samaritan, is built en�rely around 
this same contrast between passing by and actually helping.

1:12 (KJV) But thou shouldest not have looked on the day of thy brother in the day that he 
became a stranger; neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children of Judah in the 
day of their destruc�on; neither shouldest thou have spoken proudly in the day of 
distress.
(B:E Project) You should not have gloated over your brother on the day of his 
misfortune; you should not have celebrated over the people of Judah on the day of their 
ruin; you should not have spoken arrogantly on the day of their distress.
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(B:E Project) You should not have stood at the crossroads to cut down those trying to 
escape, and you should not have handed over the survivors to the enemy in their �me 
of trouble.

Context: This is the most severe charge in the list: Edom ac�vely hunted down refugees 
fleeing the fallen city and handed the survivors over to the invading army.
Meaning: The accusa�ons have now moved from passive indifference, to gloa�ng, to 
loo�ng, and finally to this - ac�ve violence against people who were simply trying to 
survive. Standing at the crossroads to catch fleeing refugees, or informing on the ones 
who'd hidden, is the worst form of betrayal in the whole list, because it targets the most 
defenceless people at their most desperate moment.
Lesson: How you treat a stranger who is frightened and running from harm tells you 
exactly who you are. I ask you to be the person who opens a door for someone fleeing 
trouble, not the one who blocks the road or turns them in. That ins�nct to protect the 
vulnerable, especially those with nothing le�, is close to the centre of everything I teach.
See Also: Ma�hew 25:35-40 makes welcoming the stranger a direct measure of 
genuine goodness; Jeremiah 49:8-10 describes refugees from Edom's own judgement 
fleeing for their lives, an ironic echo of what Edom did to others here.

1:15 (KJV) For the day of the LORD is near upon all the heathen: as thou hast done, it shall be 
done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.
(B:E Project) The day of reckoning is coming soon for all the na�ons. What you have 
done will be done to you; your own ac�ons will come back on your own head.

Context: This verse marks the turning point of the book: the focus widens from Edom 
alone to a universal principle applied to every na�on - a coming "day of the LORD," a day 
of accoun�ng for how everyone has treated others.
Meaning: "The day of the LORD" is simply a way of describing a moment of full 
accountability - when the truth of how people and na�ons have actually behaved gets 
weighed. The principle stated here is strikingly simple and fair: what you dish out is what 
eventually comes back to you. It isn't limited to Edom; it's presented as a rule that applies 
to everyone.
Lesson: This is the golden rule stated as a warning as much as a promise: treat others the 
way you'd want to be treated, because sooner or later, that's the treatment that circles 
back to you. Live in a way you'd be glad to have mirrored back at you.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:12, the Golden Rule, states the posi�ve version of this same 
reciprocity; Gala�ans 6:7 ("whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap") is the 
same principle in different words.

1:16 (KJV) For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen drink 
con�nually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow down, and they shall be as 
though they had not been.

(B:E Project) Just as you drank on my holy mountain, celebra�ng, so all the na�ons will 
drink con�nually too - they will drink it down un�l it's as if they had never existed.

Context: The "drinking" image con�nues from Edom's own celebra�on at Jerusalem's 
downfall, but now the same cup is passed to every na�on as part of the wider "day of 
the LORD" judgement.
Meaning: Drinking from a cup is a common image in this part of the Bible for 
experiencing your fate, good or bad. Edom drank in celebra�on on God's holy mountain; 
now the text says every na�on will drink from a much harsher cup - one that leads to 
being wiped out en�rely. It's a sobering picture that no na�on's celebra�on at another's 
expense is the end of the story.
Lesson: Celebra�ng a temporary win at someone else's cost never turns out to be the 
real ending - there's always a next chapter. I'd rather you build las�ng good than 
momentary victory, because only what's built with care actually lasts.
See Also: Jeremiah 25:15-29 develops this same image of a "cup" of judgement passed 
around to many na�ons; Habakkuk 2:16 uses the same drinking imagery for coming 
judgement.

1:17 (KJV) But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; and the 
house of Jacob shall possess their possessions.
(B:E Project) But on Mount Zion there will be safety, and it will be holy; and the house of 
Jacob will reclaim what belongs to them.

Context: A�er the judgement announced on all the na�ons, the book turns toward 
hope - restora�on and safety are promised specifically for Jerusalem and the people of 
Israel.
Meaning: This is the hinge into the book's more hopeful closing sec�on. A�er so much 
talk of downfall and loss, this verse promises the opposite: safety, a fresh start, and 
ge�ng back what was unjustly taken. It's a reminder that a story built en�rely on loss 
and injus�ce isn't the whole story - restora�on is possible, even a�er real devasta�on.
Lesson: If you've had something taken from you unfairly - dignity, security, trust, a piece 
of your life - this is a promise that loss doesn't have to be the final word. Healing and 
restora�on are real possibili�es, even if they take �me to arrive.
See Also: Joel 2:32 uses almost iden�cal language - "in mount Zion... shall be 
deliverance"; Isaiah 61 develops this same theme of restora�on a�er disaster in more 
detail.

1:18 (KJV) And the house of Jacob shall be a fire, and the house of Joseph a flame, and the 
house of Esau for stubble, and they shall kindle in them, and devour them; and there shall 
not be any remaining of the house of Esau; for the LORD hath spoken it.
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(B:E Project) Jacob's house will be a fire, Joseph's house a flame, and Esau's house will be 
like dry straw; they will set it alight and burn it up completely, un�l nothing is le� of Esau's 
house at all. The LORD has spoken it.

Context: This verse delivers the final, vivid image of Edom's judgement, using fire and 
stubble to picture a total and irreversible reversal, and closes with a formal statement that 
this outcome is certain.
Meaning: Fire against dry straw is not a fair fight - it's over almost instantly and completely. 
This image seals the earlier judgement oracle with total finality: what once seemed 
unshakeable (Edom's mountain stronghold) will be consumed en�rely. The closing phrase, 
"the LORD hath spoken it," is the ancient equivalent of pu�ng something in wri�ng - it isn't 
open to nego�a�on.
Lesson: Cruelty and betrayal tend to consume the people who prac�se them, in the end, 
just as thoroughly as they consumed their vic�ms. I'm not telling you this to make you feel 
triumphant about anyone else's downfall - I'm telling you so you take seriously how you 
choose to treat people while you s�ll have the choice.
See Also: Numbers 24:18-19, part of Balaam's oracles, foretells Edom being possessed by 
Israel, an early version of this same reversal; Malachi 1:3-4 describes Edom's territory le� 
permanently desolate.

1:19 (KJV) And they of the south shall possess the mount of Esau; and they of the plain the 
Philis�nes: and they shall possess the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of Samaria: and 
Benjamin shall possess Gilead.
(B:E Project) People from the south will take over Esau's mountain country; people from 
the lowlands will take Philis�ne territory; and they will possess the fields of Ephraim and 
Samaria, while Benjamin will possess Gilead.

Context: The book's hopeful closing sec�on becomes very concrete here, lis�ng specific 
regions that Israel's people will reclaim, including Edom's own territory.
Meaning: This verse can read like a dry list of place names, but its purpose is to make the 
promise of restora�on feel real and specific rather than vague. It isn't just "things will get 
be�er" in the abstract - it names actual land, actual borders being restored and expanded, 
including the very mountain territory Edom was so proud of.
Lesson: Promises about the future mean more when they're specific and grounded, not 
just vague comfort. I want you to trust that setbacks in your life aren't the final chapter - 
real, concrete restora�on is possible, even in the exact places you lost the most.
See Also: Genesis 27:39-40, Isaac's blessing over Esau, foretold that Esau would one day 
"break his brother's yoke" - this verse pictures the opposite happening, land returning to 
Jacob's side; Joshua 13 lists the original tribal territories being referenced here.

1:20 (KJV) And the cap�vity of this host of the children of Israel shall possess that of the 
Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and the cap�vity of Jerusalem, which is in Sepharad, 
shall possess the ci�es of the south.

(B:E Project) The exiles of Israel will possess the land of the Canaanites as far as Zarephath; 
and the exiles of Jerusalem, sca�ered in Sepharad, will possess the towns of the south.

Context: The restora�on promise con�nues, now focused specifically on the exiles - 
people who had been carried off or sca�ered - returning home and reclaiming territory as 
far as named, real places.
Meaning: This verse is about displaced people specifically - those who'd been dragged 
from their homes and sca�ered abroad. The promise here is that their exile is not 
permanent; they will come home and be given back land, named down to specific towns. 
It's a message that being displaced or cast out doesn't erase your claim to belong 
somewhere.
Lesson: If you've ever felt exiled from where you belong - cut off from home, family, or a 
place you love - know that displacement isn't meant to be the end of your story. Coming 
home, and being restored to where you belong, is s�ll possible.
See Also: Jeremiah 29:14 promises exiles will be brought back from all the places they 
were sca�ered; 1 Kings 17:9 men�ons Zarephath as the place where the prophet Elijah 
found refuge and provision during a crisis of his own.

1:21 (KJV) And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the 
kingdom shall be the LORD’s.
(B:E Project) Deliverers will go up to Mount Zion to rule over Esau's mountain; and the 
kingdom will belong to the LORD.

Context: This is the final verse of the book, bringing the whole oracle to its conclusion: 
leaders are established to set things right on the very mountain Edom once claimed as 
untouchable, and the book's real message is stated outright - ul�mate authority belongs to 
God, not to any na�on's pride.
Meaning: This closing line �es the whole book together. Back in verses 3-4, Edom's fatal 
flaw was believing its own height and strength made it unanswerable to anyone. This final 
verse answers that directly: it's Zion's deliverers, not Edom's cliffs, that end up ruling that 
mountain - and the very last words make the point explicit: "the kingdom shall be the 
LORD's." No human pride, no fortress, no self-made security has the final say. Something 
larger and more las�ng does.
Lesson: This whole short book comes down to one thing: nothing built on pride, 
domina�on, or looking down on others actually lasts - only what's built on love, humility 
and belonging to something bigger than yourself endures. Let go of the need to control 
everything and to feel untouchable. Real security was never found on the highest cliff; it's 
found in trus�ng what's genuinely las�ng.
See Also: Revela�on 11:15 echoes this exact closing note centuries later - "the kingdoms of 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord"; Zechariah 14:9 makes the same final 
claim, "the LORD shall be king over all the earth"; the book of Judges shows the earlier 
pa�ern of God raising up "saviours" (judges) for Israel, the same word used here.
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