
ROOT-TO-FRUIT
BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Book Of

2 PETER
Modern Narra�ve Edi�on

A Contemporary Rendering, Context, Meaning & Commentary

Based on the King James Version

ROOT-TO-FRUIT

Page 1© root-to-fruit.co.uk

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER

ROOT-TO-FRUIT
BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Book Of

AMOS
Modern Narra�ve Edi�on

A Contemporary Rendering, Context, Meaning & Commentary

Based on the King James Version

ROOT-TO-FRUIT

ROOT-TO-FRUIT
BIBLE STUDY SERIES

The Book Of

HOSEA
Modern Narra�ve Edi�on

A Contemporary Rendering, Context, Meaning & Commentary

Based on the King James Version

ROOT-TO-FRUIT

The Book Of

2 PETER
Modern Narra�ve Project

A Contemporary Rendering, Context, 

Meaning & Commentary

Based on the King James Version

ROOT-TO-FRUIT



Page 1 © root-to-fruit.co.uk Page 2© root-to-fruit.co.uk

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER

The Book Of

2 PETER

ROOT-TO-FRUIT 

Modern Narra�ve Edi�on

A Contemporary Rendering, Context, 

Meaning & Commentary

Based on the King James Version



Page 3 © root-to-fruit.co.uk Page 4© root-to-fruit.co.uk

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER

2 PETER

BIBLE:ESSENCE
Bible Study Project

The Book Of



Page 5 © root-to-fruit.co.uk Page 6© root-to-fruit.co.uk

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER

Copyright © 2026 Root-to-Fruit

All rights reserved.

This publica�on contains a contemporary narra�ve rendering of the biblical text based upon the 

King James Version together with original commentary, contextual explana�ons, interpre�ve 

notes, and study materials developed by Root-to-Fruit.

Scripture quota�ons from The Authorised (King James) Version. Rights in the Authorised Version 
in the United Kingdom are vested in the Crown. Reproduced by permission of the Crown's 
patentee, Cambridge University Press.

The King James Version served as a source text for por�ons of this work. All contemporary 

renderings, commentary, explanatory materials, contextual notes, and supplemental content 

contained within this publica�on are original works of Root-to-Fruit and are protected by 

copyright law.

No part of this publica�on may be reproduced, distributed, stored, transmi�ed, or otherwise 

used in any form or by any means without prior wri�en permission of the copyright holder, 

except for brief quota�ons used in reviews, educa�onal discussion, or other uses permi�ed 

under applicable copyright law.

First Edi�on

ISBN: [ISBN]

Published by Root-to-Fruit

For addi�onal biblical study resources, research tools, contextual references, and educa�onal 

materials, visit root-to-fruit.faith

This publica�on is intended for educa�onal, devo�onal, and study purposes. Readers are 

encouraged to consult addi�onal biblical transla�ons and scholarly resources when conduc�ng 

biblical research and study.

Printed by XXX

DEDICATED TO GOD AND MY SON

… MY SON, MAY YOUR HEART FIND THE LORD

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

GEMMA, for opening the door so I could see.

PASTOR PHIL, for acknowledging and encouraging me to believe 
big and be fearless - giving clarity to the path I was seeing.



It is a hard season, and it continues to be. But I don't resent where I am. With all 
my heart, I believe this is where I am meant to be, and where I want to be.

The quick succession, timing and intensity of these events in my life began to feel 
like part of God’s plan for me.

It was then that I found solace in the Bible, just as life felt cracked wide open. And 
yet, in that brokenness, I noticed what I’d missed before—God actually draws 
close to people whose hearts are shattered (Psalm 34:18). When I ran out of my 
own strength, I learned how much I could lean on His:

“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9).

The Bible became more than something I was trying to understand. It became 
something I needed, even a passion. I honestly cannot imagine where I would be 
now without it.

Caring for my mother meant I couldn’t run from thing to thing anymore, and I like 
to be busy. It also meant that I didn’t have as much time or access to friends, 
especially as I now lived in a new area. Life slowed down, and income dropped to 
just enough to cover bare necessities.

But in that quiet, a new door opened.

I started volunteering as a driver—just helping elderly and vulnerable people who 
simply needed a lift—and, in many cases, a lift in more ways than one. I also 
started sharing my faith. It’s a small thing, but it felt right—my passengers lifted 
me as much as I lifted them, and I felt comfortable sharing my faith.

James reminds us that caring for those in need is an important expression of faith 
(James 1:27).

That volunteering drew me back to church, and—probably for the first time ever—
I found myself having real conversations with God. Not just polite, thank-you 
prayers that I had always done, but honest ones where I was asking for help. I no 
longer felt guilty about asking God for help, as though doing so somehow meant I 
didn't trust the path God had given me.

I was forming a relationship with God.

And something shifted. I started to realise that God doesn't just help; He guides 
us, and I was beginning to learn to listen (Proverbs 3:5–6). I also started seeing 
the Bible not simply as a set of instructions, but as a guide for how to live.

I also began to see something about Christian fellowship that I hadn't really 
considered before.

Human beings naturally form communities. We make friends, find people we are 
comfortable with, and over time those friendships become established. There is 
nothing wrong with that. But Scripture calls us to something beyond simply 
gathering with the people we already know.
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PREFACE
First, thanks for picking up this book. If there is anything good in these pages, give 
credit to God; anything weak or flawed, that’s on me. I wrote this out of 
gratitude—a small way to give back, hoping maybe it lights the path for someone 
else, just like Scripture has done for me:

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

My journey to faith wasn’t in a moment of crisis, in despair, or some dramatic 
story. No lightning bolts, no instant conversion. Honestly, it was more like water 
slowly carving its path over time.

Back at University, nearly 40 years ago, my friends were genuinely fired up about 
their faith and invited me along. They, and their invitation for me to believe there 
is a God, are the reason I got baptised. It wasn’t about church pressure; I just knew 
I wanted what they had, even if I didn’t truly understand what it was. But one 
thing was becoming clear to me: I was experiencing something I came to 
understand as the work of the Holy Spirit.

After University, the real world arrived. For years, my faith stayed quiet and 
private. I said the Lord’s Prayer every day. I tried to live with an open hand and 
hoped God had a plan for me, especially when life made no sense. I tried never to 
judge others too quickly, because I could never know the whole story or what was 
in another person's heart. God alone sees all things and judges perfectly.

Still, I rarely set foot in church. My life was busy, and I worked most Sundays. I also 
hardly knew anyone who talked about their faith openly.

I tried reading the Bible, but wrestling with the King James Version just felt 
impossible. When I was baptised, there wasn’t the choice of Bibles we have today. 
Sure, I believed there was something bright and life-giving in its words. I wasn't 
rejecting the King James Bible. I simply couldn't understand much of its language.

Then, a couple of years ago, everything shifted.

I lost my job in a way that wasn’t fair. My father passed away—not long after 
celebrating sixty years with my mother. My son was also close to a breakdown—
he had been working too hard. Soon after that, I moved into my mother’s home 
so that I could care for her.

I believe Scripture calls us to care for our own (1 Timothy 5:8), and there are times 
when that responsibility has to come before my ability to attend church. Leaving 
my mother to attend church is not always safe, and that has made regular 
attendance difficult.

This has never been a rejection of the Church or of Christian fellowship. Quite the 
opposite. My heart is entirely with God, and I genuinely believe that caring for my 
mother is where God wants me to be. She is slowly losing her hearing and vision, 
with Alzheimer’s taking away more of who she is each day.



My own circumstances have sometimes left me on the edge of those 
established friendships. Even when I am able to attend church or volunteer, I 
often have responsibilities waiting for me at home. Sometimes I have to leave 
as soon as I can. At other times, I stay longer than I should because there is 
work that needs doing before I can return home.

I don't want that to be mistaken for being unfriendly or uninterested. Quite 
the opposite. I want fellowship. I want friendship. I want to feel that I belong.

This experience has taught me to be cautious about judging what I see in 
another person. I may see someone who does not stay, does not talk much, or 
seems distant, but I cannot know the circumstances behind what I see. God 
sees the whole story; I see only a small part of it.

That does not mean we should never exercise discernment. There are times 
when we need to recognise what is right and wrong, protect ourselves or 
others, and act when something is clearly harmful. But I believe we should be 
very slow to turn an observation into an assumption, an assumption into a 
judgement, and a judgement into exclusion. This has become clearer, while 
studying the Bible.

There may be someone standing on the edge of a church who desperately 
wants to belong. There may be someone carrying a burden that nobody else 
knows about. There may be someone searching for God who is quietly 
watching how Christians treat one another.

And that matters.

There are already enough barriers between people and God without Christians 
unintentionally creating more.

Jesus gives us a powerful picture of this in the parable of the lost sheep. The 
shepherd has ninety-nine sheep, but when one goes astray, he goes looking for 
it. The ninety-nine are not unimportant. But neither is the one.

That image has stayed with me.

If someone is struggling to understand Scripture, perhaps we should not simply 
assume that they will eventually find their way. If someone is standing on the 
edge of a Christian community, perhaps we should not simply accept that they 
are outside it. If someone appears distant, perhaps we should remember that 
we do not know their whole story.

Sometimes all that is needed is for someone to notice them, make room for 
them, and make sure they are not quietly left on the outside.

I don't say any of this as a criticism of the Church, and I certainly don't claim 
to have all the answers. I say it because Scripture has made me increasingly 
aware that following Christ changes not only our relationship with God, but 
also the way we see and treat other people.

Perhaps that is one of the things God has been teaching me through this 
season:

I cannot know another person's whole story, but I can choose not to become 
another barrier in their way.

So, I decided to really read the Bible, cover to cover.

My memory has always been atrocious, so I started typing out every verse, 
hoping the hands-on effort would help me absorb the words more effectively. 
Next to each King James verse, I wrote out what I thought it meant in plain 
English and started researching to gain more clarity.

Partly, I did it because I’d missed years of church teaching, and because I had 
put down the Bible in the past because of the frustration of not understanding 
more clearly the words that I read. But mostly, I did it for my son—he’s 
autistic, he’s exhausted, and as his father, I wanted to understand Scripture 
well enough to explain it to him. So, I decided to tackle my frustration with the 
Bible head-on.

Breaking it down for him became my main reason for all this—a way to do what 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7 calls us to:

“And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children…”

After I finished the first chunk, I showed it to my pastor because I wanted to 
be sure I hadn’t missed the mark. He encouraged me greatly and told me to 
keep going.

So, I did.

Book by book, it grew, and I kept one thing front and centre:

“Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth 
it” (Habakkuk 2:2).

“Let me be clear about what this is, and what it’s not.”
This is not a rewrite of the Bible, or any sort of replacement for it. Scripture is 
the foundation:

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

I haven't altered the Scripture itself. Every King James verse is there in full, so 
you can clearly see what is Scripture and what is my attempt to explain it. What 
I have written alongside it is simply plain-English meaning and explanation—for 
people who are new to the Bible, even the young, to help them move towards 
understanding what is being said.

“Call it a companion, not a substitute. I call it Bible:Essence Project 
as it is simply that, the essence of the Bible.”
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That line matters to me. I’ve tried to make the language simpler, not shrink the 
meaning. Where a verse is difficult to put into plain English, or where faithful 
Christians have understood it in more than one way, I try to say so rather than 
pretend there is only one possible interpretation.

This isn’t a new idea. In Nehemiah 8:8, the Levites read God's law and then 
explained it so everyone could understand. When Philip came across the 
Ethiopian man in Acts 8, that man admitted he couldn't understand Scripture 
without help. And Paul wrote to the Corinthian church:

“Unless you speak words that are easy to understand, how will anyone know 
what you’re saying?” (1 Corinthians 14:9).

Helping people understand Scripture has always been part of the life of God's 
people. I'm simply trying, in a very small way, to do the same.

There are many Bible studies and guides written by people who have a passion 
for God and a desire to share what they have learned. I make no claim to be 
different in that respect. I am simply another person who has found something 
in Scripture that I want others to have the opportunity to discover.

I didn’t write this as a scholar, and I don’t expect you to read it as though you’re 
taking a course. I’m simply an ordinary person whose faith deepened later in life, 
who still gets stuck on difficult passages, and who wanted to find a way into 
Scripture—for myself, for my son, and perhaps for you too.

Perhaps coming to a deeper understanding later in life has given me a 
perspective that can help someone else who is only just beginning that journey.

I’m not claiming to have all the answers, and I certainly don’t want you to take 
my explanations as a substitute for Scripture. Please check what I’ve written 
against the Scripture alongside it, and where something is difficult or open to 
more than one interpretation, I will try to say so.

My hope is not that you take my word for anything, but that my efforts might 
help you engage with God's Word for yourself.

If you already know the Bible well, I hope you'll forgive the simplicity of some of 
the explanations. They aren't written because I think Scripture is simple, but 
because I remember what it felt like when it wasn't.

And if you find that I've misunderstood something, I hope you'll test my words 
against Scripture, as I have tried to do myself.

I’m not looking for money or recognition. Most of these last few years, I’ve been 
caring for my mother and using whatever spare time I could find to chip away at 
this project. In a strange way, the two have gone hand in hand.

My prayer is that these efforts, offered to God, will do the quiet work in your 
heart that His Word began in mine.

I’m trusting, as Isaiah says, that God's word never returns empty—it always does 
what He intends (Isaiah 55:11).

Honestly, my hope is simple:

“That these pages help you move from feeling stuck with the text to beginning 
to understand it—and that, somewhere along that journey, you encounter 
God, as I did.

I hope you come to feel the love of the Bible as I do, and feel blessed by the 
wisdom of God’s Word as it shines through its pages.

I am con�nually in awe of the Bible. Although it was wri�en more than 2,000 
years ago, the wisdom it contains is just as relevant today as it has ever been—
and, perhaps more than ever, that wisdom is needed now in our world.”
And if that happens for even one person, then all the �me and effort that went into these 
pages will have been worth it.

Don’t worry if you struggle like me to remember Bible verses. Be assured that as you read, 
the verses will enter your heart, soul — and even your bones!

May God bless you, and may His Word do in your heart what it has done in mine. Amen.

Methodology Declara�on:

The research for this Bible Study was conducted using a variety of sources, 
including Bible study plans available through YouVersion, other Bible study books, 
websites, and AI tools.

AI was used as a research and reference tool, rather than as a means of 
genera�ng the Bible Study itself. Where AI was used, I used a pla�orm that 
allowed me to submit the same prompts to mul�ple AI models and compare their 
responses. I then analysed and cross-referenced the informa�on provided, with 
the aim of iden�fying inaccuracies, inconsistencies, or poten�al AI 
“hallucina�ons.”

The research from these various sources, including the AI-assisted research, 
helped me to develop my understanding of the subjects discussed and influenced 
some of my thinking. However, the content and wording presented in this Bible 
Study were wri�en by me, based on my own understanding, analysis, and 
interpreta�on of the research.

If you’ve enjoyed what this Bible study has revealed to you, why not visit my website, 
where you’ll find many more resources that reveal the wonder and awe of the Bible? 
www.root-to-fruit.faith
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Chapter Summary: 2 Peter 1

In this first chapter, Peter opens with a gree�ng, establishing the shared and valuable faith given 
by God's jus�ce. He explains that God's divine power has equipped believers with everything 
essen�al for living a godly life, all made possible through knowing Him. Peter then strongly 
encourages his readers to ac�vely develop a specific list of Chris�an virtues: goodness, knowledge, 
self-control, endurance, devo�on to God, kindness to others, and universal love. He warns that 
neglec�ng these important quali�es can lead to spiritual blindness. Peter goes on to affirm the 
absolute truth of his message about Jesus' power and future coming, backing it up with his 
personal experience as an eyewitness to Jesus' glorious transforma�on on the mountain. Finally, 
he stresses the dependable nature of prophe�c scripture, explaining that it originates directly from 
God, delivered by inspired individuals, rather than being mere human ideas.

1:1 (KJV) Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained 
like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
(B:E Project) Peter introduces himself as someone who serves and represents Jesus 
Christ, wri�ng to people who have received the same valuable faith he has, made 
possible by the fairness and goodness of God and Jesus.

Context: This is the opening gree�ng of Peter's second and final le�er, wri�en to the 
same wider Chris�an community as before, establishing his authority as he prepares to 
give urgent teaching before he dies.

Meaning: Peter starts by levelling the playing field: whatever faith he has as an apostle, 
his readers have "like precious" - equally valuable - faith. It ma�ers because it strips away 
hierarchy; no one's spiritual star�ng point is more privileged than anyone else's.

Lesson: I don't rank people by status, �tle or how long they've walked a path - what 
ma�ers is showing up for it honestly, and everyone who does gets treated as equally 
valuable in my eyes.

See Also: 1 Peter 1:1 (Peter's opening gree�ng in his first le�er, same theme of shared 
faith); Romans 1:1 (Paul similarly calls himself a servant of Christ).

1:2 (KJV) Grace and peace be mul�plied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of 
Jesus our Lord,
(B:E Project) Peter wishes his readers ever-increasing kindness and inner calm, which 
comes through genuinely knowing God and Jesus.

Context: Con�nuing the gree�ng, Peter names "knowledge" - a keyword that runs 
through the whole le�er, especially as an an�dote to the false teachers of chapter 2.

     CHAPTER 1
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Book Summary: 2 Peter
The book of 2 Peter is a brief but powerful le�er 
wri�en by the apostle Peter towards the end of his 
life. It serves as a final plea and instruc�on to 
Chris�an believers, urging them to grow deeper in 
their faith and understanding. Peter emphasises 
that God has provided everything needed for a 
truly devoted life. A significant por�on of the le�er 
is dedicated to warning against dangerous false 
teachers who would try to mislead God's people 
with decep�ve ideas and immoral prac�ses. Peter 
firmly asserts the truthfulness of the apostolic 
message about Jesus Christ, highligh�ng his own 
experience as an eyewitness to Jesus' glory. He 
concludes by emphasising the certain return of 
Jesus Christ and challenges believers to live holy 
lives as they an�cipate that day, standing firm on 
the reliable, inspired word of God.



Lesson: The chains people talk about in life - addic�on, greed, obsession - loosen their 
grip once you stop feeding them. I'm not asking you to white-knuckle your way to 
freedom; real transforma�on is offered, not just willpower.
See Also: Romans 1:24-25 (desire leading to corrup�on); Gala�ans 5:16-17 (Spirit versus 
flesh/desire); 2 Corinthians 7:1 (cleansing from corrup�on).

1:5 (KJV) And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 
knowledge;
(B:E Project) On top of that, make every effort to build on your trust in God by adding 
good character, and to good character add understanding.

Context: This opens the famous "ladder" of quali�es (1:5-7), Peter's prac�cal growth 
plan for turning belief into a lived, developing character.
Meaning: Faith is the founda�on, not the finished building. Peter is saying that trust 
alone, without deliberate effort to grow in character and understanding, stays 
incomplete - growth takes ac�ve, ongoing work, not passive wai�ng.
Lesson: Don't just believe something and stop there - put in the gra� to actually become 
someone be�er because of it. Character and understanding aren't handed to you; you 
build them one deliberate choice at a �me.
See Also: James 2:17 (faith without works is dead); Colossians 3:12-14 (a similar list of 
quali�es to "put on"); Gala�ans 5:22-23 (fruit of the Spirit, a parallel virtue list).

1:6 (KJV) And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa�ence; and to pa�ence 
godliness;
(B:E Project) To understanding add self-control, to self-control add pa�ent endurance, 
and to pa�ent endurance add a genuine devo�on to what's right.

Context: The ladder con�nues - each quality is meant to build the pla�orm for the next, 
moving from inner discipline towards outward devo�on.
Meaning: This is a realis�c sequence: knowing what's right (knowledge) isn't enough 
without the self-control to act on it, and self-control needs pa�ence to be sustained 
through pressure and setbacks over �me.
Lesson: Self-mastery isn't a single moment of grit - it's a slow accumula�on of small, 
held-together choices under pressure. Be pa�ent with yourself as much as with your 
circumstances; that pa�ence is what turns self-control into las�ng character.
See Also: Gala�ans 5:22-23 (temperance/self-control among the fruit of the Spirit); 
James 1:3-4 (pa�ence producing maturity); 1 Corinthians 9:25 (self-control likened to an 
athlete's discipline).

1:7 (KJV) And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

Meaning: This isn't knowledge as trivia; it's the kind of knowing that comes from 
rela�onship and experience. Peter's point is that peace of mind isn't found through 
willpower alone but grows as understanding deepens.

Lesson: Peace isn't something you force - it grows the more you actually get to know 
what's real and trustworthy in your life. Keep learning, keep looking closer, and calm 
follows naturally.

See Also: 1 Peter 1:2 (same grace-and-peace gree�ng structure); John 17:3 (Jesus 
defines eternal life as knowing God).

1:3 (KJV) According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
(B:E Project) God's power has already provided everything a person needs to live well 
and grow in goodness, and this comes through truly knowing the one who called them 
to a life of honour and moral excellence.

Context: Peter begins the le�er's main theme: believers are not lacking anything 
essen�al - the resources for change are already available.

Meaning: This is an empowering claim: you're not star�ng from zero, begging for scraps. 
The equipment for a good life is already given; the work is to use it. It counters the idea 
that self-improvement requires some special, unreachable secret.

Lesson: You already have what you need to start building a be�er life today - stop 
wai�ng for permission or a missing piece. I called you toward something good; trust that 
the resources are there and take the first step.

See Also: 1 Peter 1:15 (called to holiness); John 10:10 (Jesus on giving life abundantly); 
Philippians 4:19 (God supplying every need).

1:4 (KJV) Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these 
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corrup�on that is in the 
world through lust.
(B:E Project) Through this, believers are given extraordinary and valuable promises so 
that they can share in God's own nature, having broken free from the corrup�ng pull of 
uncontrolled desire that pollutes the world.

Context: Peter builds on verse 3, explaining what those "great and precious promises" 
actually offer - transforma�on, not just informa�on.

Meaning: The claim here is bold: real change is possible, not just behaviour 
management. "Escaped corrup�on through lust" points to how uncontrolled craving - 
for pleasure, status, control - is what actually enslaves people, and freedom from it is 
achievable.
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Lesson: Losing sight of how far you've already come is dangerous - it makes backsliding 
feel harmless. Remember your own growth; it's the clearest evidence that change is 
possible and worth protec�ng.
See Also: 1 Peter 1:18-19 (redemp�on from the old, empty way of life); Hebrews 12:1-2 
(looking ahead, not losing sight); Ephesians 5:8 (once darkness, now light).

1:10 (KJV) Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and elec�on 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:
(B:E Project) So, friends, work hard to make your calling and chosen status certain and 
secure - if you do these things, you will never fall.

Context: Peter draws a prac�cal conclusion from the growth-list: stability and assurance 
come from consistent ac�on, not passive belief.
Meaning: "Never fall" doesn't mean never struggle - it means these habits, prac�sed 
diligently, build a stable founda�on that keeps a person from collapsing under pressure 
or dri�ing away en�rely.
Lesson: Security in life doesn't come from a single decision made once - it comes from 
steady, repeated effort that keeps you standing when things get hard. Keep doing the 
work; the stability follows.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:24-25 (building a house on rock); Philippians 2:12 (working out 
one's own growth); 1 Corinthians 10:12 (a warning against overconfidence).

1:11 (KJV) For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlas�ng 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
(B:E Project) In this way, you'll be given a rich and generous welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of Jesus.

Context: Peter finishes the thought begun in verse 10 - the reward for this diligent 
growth is a full, generous entry into las�ng life, not a bare-minimum scrape through.
Meaning: The word "abundantly" ma�ers - Peter isn't describing a grudging, just-
scraped-by entry but a rich welcome, sugges�ng a well-lived life leads to a 
correspondingly rich outcome.
Lesson: Put in the effort now and the welcome you receive later won't be grudging or 
thin - it'll be generous, because a life well-built deserves a fi�ng reward. I don't do 
anything by halves, and neither should the life you're building.
See Also: Ma�hew 25:21 ("well done, good and faithful servant"); 2 Timothy 4:7-8 (a 
crown awai�ng a life well-run); Revela�on 22:14 (right to the tree of life).

1:12 (KJV) Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these 
things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth. © root-to-fruit.
co.uk

(B:E Project) To devo�on add warm affec�on for others, and to that affec�on add 
selfless, universal love.

Context: This closes Peter's growth list, moving from personal integrity (godliness) 
outward into rela�onships - first for close companions, then for everyone.
Meaning: The ladder deliberately ends at love - the widest, most demanding quality - 
showing that all personal growth is ul�mately meant to serve other people, not just the 
self. Character built inward without care for others outward is incomplete.
Lesson: Whatever you build in yourself - discipline, pa�ence, integrity - it's only finished 
once it turns outward into how you treat other people, even strangers. Growth that 
stays self-focused has missed the point.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (Paul's famous descrip�on of this kind of love); John 
13:34-35 (Jesus's command to love one another); Romans 12:10 (brotherly kindness/
affec�on).

1:8 (KJV) For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfrui�ul in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(B:E Project) If these quali�es are present in you and growing, they'll stop you from 
being unproduc�ve or ineffec�ve in your understanding of Jesus.

Context: Peter pauses the list to explain its purpose - these quali�es aren't a checklist for 
its own sake but produce real, visible frui�ulness in a person's life.
Meaning: Knowledge that doesn't change behaviour is "unfrui�ul" - it stays theore�cal. 
Genuine understanding always shows up as ac�ve, produc�ve living; if it doesn't, 
something is missing.
Lesson: Don't let what you know sit unused - ideas and beliefs only ma�er once they 
start bearing fruit in how you actually live and treat people. I judge a life not by what it 
claims to know, but by what it produces.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:16-20 (Jesus on knowing a tree by its fruit); John 15:5 (abiding to 
bear fruit); James 2:20 (faith without works is barren).

1:9 (KJV) But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgo�en 
that he was purged from his old sins.
(B:E Project) But whoever lacks these quali�es is short-sighted, unable to see clearly, and 
has forgo�en that they were cleansed from their old wrongdoing.

Context: Peter contrasts frui�ul growth (v8) with its opposite - stagna�on, which he 
describes as a kind of self-inflicted blindness and forge�ulness.
Meaning: Peter suggests that failing to grow isn't neutral - it ac�vely dulls perspec�ve 
and erodes memory of your own progress. Forge�ng where you came from makes it 
easier to slide back into old pa�erns.
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Lesson: Knowing your �me is limited isn't something to fear - it's a reason to make sure 
what ma�ers most gets said clearly, while you s�ll can. I'd rather you hear the truth 
plainly from someone who knows they're running out of �me than le� guessing.
See Also: John 21:18-19 (Jesus foretelling how Peter would die); 2 Timothy 4:6 (Paul 
similarly aware his death is near); Philippians 1:21 ("to die is gain").

1:15 (KJV) Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able a�er my decease to have these 
things always in remembrance.
(B:E Project) I'll also make sure that a�er I'm gone, you'll s�ll be able to remember these 
things clearly.

Context: Peter explains his mo�ve for wri�ng at all - this le�er is meant to outlast him, a 
deliberate effort to leave something permanent behind.
Meaning: Peter is thinking beyond his own life, working to ensure his teaching survives 
him. Real care isn't limited to what benefits you personally or immediately - it plans for 
others' good a�er you're no longer there to help directly.
Lesson: The best thing you can leave behind isn't things, it's truth that keeps working for 
people long a�er you've gone. Think about what you're building that will s�ll ma�er to 
others when you're not there to explain it yourself.
See Also: 2 Timothy 2:2 (passing teaching on to be entrusted to others); Joshua 1:2-9 (a 
leader ensuring con�nuity a�er his own passing).

1:16 (KJV) For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
(B:E Project) We weren't repea�ng clever made-up stories when we told you about the 
power and coming of Jesus Christ - we actually saw his greatness with our own eyes.

Context: Peter pivots to defend the reliability of his message, likely responding to those 
who dismissed Chris�an teaching as invented myth, before recoun�ng his own 
experience at the Transfigura�on.
Meaning: This is a direct claim to firsthand tes�mony, not secondhand legend. It 
grounds faith in observed reality rather than clever storytelling - Peter is staking his 
credibility, and life, on having actually witnessed what he describes.
Lesson: I don't ask you to believe something dressed up and unverifiable - the people 
who told you this were there, and they staked their lives on what they saw. Trust is 
earned through honesty about what's actually known, not clever persuasion.
See Also: Ma�hew 17:1-8 (the Transfigura�on itself); 1 John 1:1-3 (John also insis�ng on 
firsthand tes�mony); Luke 1:1-2 (eyewitness basis for the Gospel accounts).

1:17 (KJV) For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

(B:E Project) So I won't stop reminding you of these things, even though you already 
know them and are firmly grounded in the truth you now hold.

Context: Peter shi�s into a more personal tone, explaining why he keeps repea�ng 
himself - not because his readers are ignorant, but because reminder itself has value.
Meaning: Knowing something once isn't the same as living by it consistently. Peter 
values repe��on and reinforcement, recognising that even solid convic�ons need to be 
refreshed to stay ac�ve.
Lesson: I'll keep reminding you of what ma�ers, not because you've forgo�en, but 
because even the truths you hold firmly need refreshing to stay alive in how you actually 
live. Don't be too proud to hear something again.
See Also: Philippians 3:1 (Paul wri�ng the same things again, for their safety); 2 Peter 3:1 
(Peter reminding them a second �me); Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (repea�ng truth 
con�nually).

1:13 (KJV) Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to s�r you up by pu�ng you 
in remembrance;
(B:E Project) I think it's right, for as long as I'm alive in this body, to keep s�rring you up 
by reminding you of these things.

Context: Peter uses "tabernacle" - a tent - as a metaphor for his physical body, hin�ng at 
the temporary nature of his own life as he approaches death.
Meaning: Peter treats his remaining �me not as something to spend cau�ously but as 
an opportunity to ac�vely "s�r up" his readers - urgency and encouragement, not 
passive wai�ng.
Lesson: However much �me you have le�, use it to wake people up to what ma�ers 
rather than easing off. I want you spending whatever �me remains for you ac�vely 
pouring into others, not coas�ng.
See Also: 2 Corinthians 5:1 (the body described as an earthly tent); Philippians 1:23-24 
(Paul torn between depar�ng and staying for others' benefit).

1:14 (KJV) Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 
hath shewed me.
(B:E Project) I know that I'll soon have to leave this body behind, just as Jesus himself has 
made clear to me.

Context: This is a striking, personal admission - Peter knows his death is near, likely 
referring to a private revela�on from Jesus (tradi�onally connected to John 21:18-19).
Meaning: Peter writes this le�er as, essen�ally, a final testament - a man consciously 
preparing others for a future without him. It shows his urgency is genuine, not rhetorical; 
he's not specula�ng about death in the abstract.
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Meaning: The image of a lamp in darkness is prac�cal: scripture isn't meant to sa�sfy 
curiosity but to guide someone through an unclear situa�on un�l greater clarity ("day 
dawn") comes. It frames guidance as something to ac�vely use, not just admire.
Lesson: When things feel dark and uncertain, you don't need the whole picture all at 
once - just enough light to take the next step. Pay a�en�on to whatever wisdom lights 
your way now; full clarity comes in its own �me.
See Also: Psalm 119:105 ("thy word is a lamp unto my feet"); Revela�on 22:16 (Jesus 
called the "bright and morning star"); John 1:5 (light shining in darkness).

1:20 (KJV) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpreta�on.
(B:E Project) Understand this above all: no prophecy in scripture came from someone's 
own private opinion or inven�on.

Context: Peter introduces a key point about the origin and reliability of scripture, se�ng 
up the fuller explana�on in verse 21.
Meaning: This isn't primarily about how readers interpret scripture today, but about 
where the prophecies originally came from - not one person's private guesswork, but 
something beyond individual inven�on. It grounds the text's authority in its source, not 
any single person's authority to say what it means.
Lesson: Nothing genuinely true or las�ng comes from one person just making it up to 
suit themselves - real truth has a source bigger than any single ego. Be wary of anyone 
claiming private, exclusive access to truth that no one else can check.
See Also: 2 Peter 1:21 (the direct explana�on following this verse); 2 Timothy 3:16 (all 
scripture is God-breathed); Isaiah 55:8-9 (God's thoughts higher than human ones).

1:21 (KJV) For the prophecy came not in old �me by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
(B:E Project) Prophecy never came about in the past through human decision - instead, 
people spoke as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Context: This verse concludes chapter 1's discussion of scripture's reliability, and is the 
le�er's key statement on the origin of inspired wri�ng.
Meaning: Peter presents scripture as origina�ng beyond ordinary human inten�on - 
carried along, not self-generated. This is the theological founda�on for trea�ng the Bible 
as more than one more human opinion among many, even though real human writers, 
personali�es, and language were s�ll involved.
Lesson: The best truths don't come from someone deciding what they want to say and 
forcing it out - they come when a person is genuinely open and gets carried somewhere 
beyond their own agenda. Stay open like that, and you'll find yourself saying and doing 
more good than you planned.

(B:E Project) Jesus received honour and glory from God the Father when a voice came 
to him from the majes�c glory, saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased."

Context: Peter now recounts the specific moment on the mountain - the 
Transfigura�on - describing what he personally heard God say about Jesus.
Meaning: This is Peter's proof text for who Jesus really is - not his own claim, but a direct 
divine declara�on he heard himself. It roots Jesus's authority in a witnessed, external 
event, not persuasion or interpreta�on.
Lesson: Being loved and being well-pleasing aren't the same as being perfect - the 
beloved Son was named that before proving anything further. That same kind of 
unearned approval is available to anyone who turns toward what's good.
See Also: Ma�hew 17:5 (the Transfigura�on account with the same words); Mark 9:7 
and Luke 9:35 (parallel Gospel accounts); Ma�hew 3:17 (the same voice at Jesus's 
bap�sm).

1:18 (KJV) And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the 
holy mount.
(B:E Project) We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven while we were with him 
on the holy mountain.

Context: Peter closes the Transfigura�on account by re-emphasising his own physical 
presence and hearing - reinforcing the eyewitness claim of verse 16.
Meaning: The repe��on ("we heard... when we were with him") is deliberate - Peter is 
stacking up personal, sensory evidence, not vague spiritual feeling, as the basis for what 
he's teaching.
Lesson: What I ask you to trust isn't secondhand rumour dressed up as certainty - real 
people stood in a real place and heard something real. Build your convic�ons on what's 
actually solid, not what merely sounds convincing.
See Also: Ma�hew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36 (the three Gospel accounts of the 
Transfigura�on, all describing this same mountain scene).

1:19 (KJV) We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, un�l the day dawn, and the day star 
arise in your hearts:
(B:E Project) We also have the prophe�c wri�ngs, which are even more firmly 
confirmed, and you do well to pay a�en�on to them - like a lamp shining in a dark place, 
un�l daylight comes and the morning star rises in your hearts.

Context: Peter moves from his personal eyewitness experience to the wri�en prophe�c 
scriptures, presen�ng them as an equally, even more, reliable guide.
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Context: Peter con�nues describing the damage false teachers cause - not just to those 
who follow them directly, but to the reputa�on of genuine faith itself.
Meaning: This highlights collateral damage: bad actors within a group don't just harm 
their direct followers, they discredit the whole movement in the eyes of outsiders. It's a 
cau�on that how insiders behave shapes how the whole is judged.
Lesson: How you act reflects on everyone who shares your values, whether that's fair or 
not - so live in a way that doesn't give people a false reason to write off something good. 
I care more about the damage done to truth's reputa�on than about who gets the 
blame.
See Also: Romans 2:24 ("the name of God is blasphemed" through hypocrisy); Titus 2:5 
(behaviour so "the word of God be not blasphemed").

2:3 (KJV) And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of 
you: whose judgment now of a long �me lingereth not, and their damna�on slumbereth 
not.
(B:E Project) Driven by greed, they'll use made-up, decep�ve words to exploit you for 
profit - but their judgement has long been on its way and their downfall isn't sleeping.

Context: Peter names the core mo�ve behind false teaching: financial greed dressed up 
in persuasive language, while reassuring readers that judgement is already in mo�on, 
not delayed indefinitely.
Meaning: "Make merchandise of you" is blunt - people become products to be 
exploited. When someone's teaching seems designed to extract money or loyalty rather 
than build you up, that is the tell.
Lesson: If someone's message always somehow circles back to what they can get from 
you, that's the real message - listen to what people ask of you, not just what they say. 
Judgement doesn't need your help to arrive; it's already moving.
See Also: 1 Timothy 6:5 (supposing gain is godliness); Jude 1:11-13 (a very similar 
warning about false teachers, closely paralleling this chapter); Titus 1:11 (teaching for 
"filthy lucre's sake").

2:4 (KJV) For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
(B:E Project) God didn't spare even the angels who sinned - he threw them down and 
bound them in chains of darkness, kept there awai�ng judgement.

Context: Peter begins a series of Old Testament examples proving that God does act 
against wrongdoing, star�ng with the most powerful beings imaginable - fallen angels.
Meaning: The logic is "if not even angels were spared, don't assume you will be." It's a 
warning against complacency - status, power, or spiritual pedigree offers no automa�c 
protec�on from consequences.

See Also: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (scripture as God-breathed and useful); Acts 1:16 (the Holy 
Spirit speaking through David); 2 Samuel 23:2 ("the Spirit of the LORD spake by me").

Chapter Summary: 2 Peter 2

This chapter serves as a stern warning against false teachers who will infiltrate the Chris�an 
community, much like false prophets existed among God's people in ancient �mes. Peter vividly 
describes these deceivers: their mo�ves are o�en greed and immorality, their methods involve 
trickery and harmful doctrines, and their ul�mate fate is certain destruc�on. He uses powerful 
historical examples – the rebellious angels, the ungodly world destroyed by the flood, and the 
wicked ci�es of Sodom and Gomorrah – to illustrate God's unwavering jus�ce and His ability to 
punish the wicked while rescuing the righteous. The chapter emphasises that these false teachers 
are dangerous because they lead believers, especially those who have recently found freedom 
from sin, back into moral corrup�on, making their spiritual condi�on worse than before they knew 
the truth. Peter concludes with strong imagery, portraying their depravity and highligh�ng the 
inevitable and severe judgement awai�ng them.

2:1 (KJV) But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
that bought them, and bring upon themselves swi� destruc�on.
(B:E Project) Just as false prophets appeared among God's people in the past, false 
teachers will also arise among you, secretly introducing destruc�ve false teachings and 
even denying the Lord who redeemed them - bringing swi� ruin on themselves.

Context: This opens chapter 2, Peter's extended warning about false teachers, drawing 
a direct parallel with the false prophets of Old Testament history.
Meaning: Peter warns that danger won't come loudly announced - it slips in "privily" 
(secretly), o�en from people claiming insider credibility. Manipula�on rarely presents 
itself honestly; recognising the pa�ern is the first defence.
Lesson: Watch for people who quietly twist good things toward their own ends rather 
than announcing themselves as dangerous - real harm rarely knocks and introduces 
itself. I want you discerning, not naive, about who you let shape your thinking.
See Also: Ma�hew 7:15 (wolves in sheep's clothing); Jeremiah 23:16 (warnings against 
false prophets in the Old Testament); 1 John 4:1 (test the spirits).

2:2 (KJV) And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of.
(B:E Project) Many people will follow their destruc�ve prac�ces, and because of them, 
the true way will be spoken of badly by others.

     CHAPTER 2
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2:7 (KJV) And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversa�on of the wicked:
(B:E Project) God rescued Lot, a righteous man who was deeply troubled by the immoral 
behaviour of the wicked people around him.

Context: Con�nuing the Sodom narra�ve, Peter highlights that judgement on the wider 
culture didn't mean abandoning the one righteous individual within it.
Meaning: Lot is presented sympathe�cally, as someone genuinely distressed by his 
surroundings rather than comfortable in them. Being surrounded by corrup�on doesn't 
automa�cally corrupt someone who ac�vely resists it inwardly.
Lesson: You can live in the middle of a toxic environment and s�ll keep your own 
integrity intact, as long as it genuinely troubles you rather than numbs you. No�ce if 
you've stopped being bothered by what should bother you - that's the real danger.
See Also: Genesis 19:15-16 (Lot's actual rescue); Genesis 13:12-13 (Lot choosing to live 
near Sodom despite its wickedness).

2:8 (KJV) (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his 
righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)
(B:E Project) That righteous man, living among them, was tormented day a�er day in his 
heart, just from seeing and hearing their lawless behaviour.

Context: A parenthe�cal aside expanding on Lot's inner distress, emphasising the 
ongoing, wearing nature of living surrounded by wrongdoing.
Meaning: The repeated "day to day" stresses that this wasn't a single shock but a 
grinding, cumula�ve toll. It validates the real emo�onal cost of staying true to your 
values in a hos�le or corrosive environment.
Lesson: If your surroundings genuinely wear you down because you know they're 
wrong, that discomfort is not weakness - it's your conscience doing exactly what it 
should. Don't feel you have to toughen up and stop caring; caring is the point.
See Also: Psalm 119:136 (grief over others' disobedience); Ezekiel 9:4 (those who sigh 
and cry over wrongdoing are marked out for protec�on).

2:9 (KJV) The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta�ons, and to reserve the 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:
(B:E Project) The Lord knows how to rescue godly people from trials, while keeping the 
unjust under judgement, awai�ng punishment.

Context: Peter draws the conclusion from his three examples (angels, flood, Sodom): 
God is consistently able both to rescue and to judge, and this pa�ern s�ll applies.
Meaning: This is the thesis statement of the whole illustra�on sequence - the same God 
who rescued Noah and Lot amid disaster s�ll knows how to protect people naviga�ng 
difficulty today, while wrongdoing doesn't simply go unaddressed.

Lesson: No one is too important, too powerful, or too special to answer for how they 
treat others - not even the highest beings imaginable. That should be sobering for the 
powerful and comfor�ng for anyone who's ever been exploited by them.
See Also: Jude 1:6 (nearly iden�cal language about angels kept in chains); Genesis 6:1-4 
(the obscure account o�en linked to this "sinning" of angels); Revela�on 20:10 (final 
judgement of evil).

2:5 (KJV) And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;
(B:E Project) God didn't spare the ancient world either, but rescued Noah - one of eight 
people, a man who spoke up for what was right - when he sent the flood on a world that 
had turned away from him.

Context: Peter's second Old Testament example: the flood, illustra�ng that judgement 
on widespread wrongdoing came alongside deliberate rescue of the faithful minority.
Meaning: Noah is described as "a preacher of righteousness" - someone who spoke out 
even while surrounded by a culture that ignored him. Integrity some�mes means 
standing apart from the crowd for a long �me before anything changes.
Lesson: Speaking up for what's right doesn't always get an audience straight away - 
some�mes you're the only voice in the room for a very long �me. Keep speaking 
anyway; being right doesn't depend on being popular.
See Also: Genesis 6-9 (the full flood narra�ve); 1 Peter 3:20 (Peter's other le�er also 
references Noah and the flood); Hebrews 11:7 (Noah commended for his faith).

2:6 (KJV) And turning the ci�es of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with 
an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that a�er should live ungodly;
(B:E Project) God reduced the ci�es of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes, condemning 
them completely, se�ng an example of what happens to those who choose to live 
against what's right.

Context: Peter's third example: the destruc�on of Sodom and Gomorrah, used as a 
historical warning-marker for later genera�ons.
Meaning: "Ensample" (example) is the key word - this isn't just a story about the past, 
but a permanent, visible warning meant to shape future behaviour. Ac�ons have las�ng 
consequences that outlive the people directly involved.
Lesson: History remembers the pa�ern, not just the moment - what you build or 
destroy through your choices becomes a lesson for people who never even knew you. 
Live in a way you'd be glad to have others learn from.
See Also: Genesis 19:1-29 (the full Sodom and Gomorrah account); Jude 1:7 (Sodom and 
Gomorrah as an example of judgement); Luke 17:28-29 (Jesus referencing Sodom as a 
warning).

Page 12 © root-to-fruit.co.uk Page 13© root-to-fruit.co.uk

BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER BIBLE:ESSENCE Project - 2 PETER



2:12 (KJV) But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of 
the things that they understand not; and shall u�erly perish in their own corrup�on;
(B:E Project) But these people, like unthinking animals born only to be caught and killed, 
mock things they don't actually understand - and they will be destroyed by their own 
corrup�on.

Context: Peter con�nues his blunt assessment, comparing the false teachers to ins�nct-
driven animals rather than people ac�ng from genuine understanding.
Meaning: This is harsh but pointed: ac�ng purely on appe�te, without reflec�on, 
reduces a person's dignity and leads to self-destruc�on rather than freedom. Unchecked 
impulse, not restraint, is what actually destroys people.
Lesson: Mocking what you haven't taken the �me to understand says more about you 
than about what you're mocking. Slow down and actually learn before you dismiss 
something - contempt born of ignorance eventually turns back on the person holding it.
See Also: Jude 1:10 (parallel language about unreasoning animals); Psalm 49:20 (man 
without understanding compared to beasts).

2:13 (KJV) And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to 
riot in the day �me. Spots they are and blemishes, spor�ng themselves with their own 
deceivings while they feast with you;
(B:E Project) They'll get exactly what their wrongdoing deserves. They treat brazen 
indulgence, even in broad daylight, as pure pleasure - stains and blemishes among you, 
enjoying their own decep�ons while they eat at your table.

Context: Peter con�nues cataloguing the false teachers' shameless behaviour, no�ng 
they operate openly within the community's own gatherings, not just from outside.
Meaning: "Feast with you" is significant - these aren't distant outsiders but people 
embedded within the community, sharing meals and trust while quietly corrup�ng it. 
Betrayal from inside a trusted circle is harder to spot than an obvious outside threat.
Lesson: The people who do the most damage are o�en the ones si�ng closest to you at 
the table, not strangers at the door - so pay a�en�on to conduct, not just closeness or 
charm. Trust should be earned con�nually, not assumed from proximity.
See Also: Jude 1:12 (spots in your feasts of charity); Romans 16:18 (those who serve 
their own appe�tes, deceiving the simple).

2:14 (KJV) Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable 
souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous prac�ces; cursed children: © root-to-
fruit.co.uk
(B:E Project) Their eyes are always looking for the next affair, unable to stop sinning; 
they trick unstable, easily-led people, and their hearts are trained in greed - people 
heading for a curse.

Lesson: You're not le� to face hard trials alone or unprotected - and the people causing 
harm are not ge�ng away with it forever, even if it looks that way right now. Trust that 
both things are true at once.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 10:13 (God providing a way through tempta�on); Psalm 34:19 
(the righteous delivered from many afflic�ons).

2:10 (KJV) But chiefly them that walk a�er the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of 
digni�es. © root-to-fruit.co.uk
(B:E Project) This applies especially to those who live driven by impure desires and who 
reject authority - bold and self-centred, unafraid to speak contemptuously of those in 
posi�ons of respect.

Context: Peter narrows his focus specifically onto the false teachers themselves, 
describing their defining traits: unchecked appe�te and open contempt for authority.
Meaning: "Presumptuous" and "selfwilled" describe people who answer to no one but 
their own desires. This is a prac�cal warning sign - watch for people whose disregard for 
any accountability is treated as boldness or freedom rather than a red flag.
Lesson: Real strength respects boundaries and other people's dignity - contempt for 
anyone in authority, dressed up as fearless independence, is usually just self-interest 
wearing a brave face. Ques�on anyone who answers to nobody but themselves.
See Also: Jude 1:8 (nearly iden�cal descrip�on); Romans 13:1-2 (respec�ng righ�ul 
authority); Titus 1:7 (a leader must not be self-willed).

2:11 (KJV) Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusa�on against them before the Lord.
(B:E Project) Yet even angels, who are far greater in power and strength, don't bring 
insul�ng accusa�ons against these beings in front of the Lord.

Context: Peter contrasts the false teachers' reckless disrespect (v10) with the restraint 
shown even by angels, who are vastly more powerful yet s�ll exercise self-control.
Meaning: The point is propor�onal humility - the more power or standing you have, the 
more restraint you should show, not less. This flips the usual assump�on that power 
jus�fies boldness or contempt.
Lesson: The more power or standing you're given, the more restraint you should show 
with it, not less - true greatness holds its tongue when lesser things would lash out. 
Watch how someone handles power over others weaker than them; that tells you 
everything.
See Also: Jude 1:9 (the archangel Michael refusing to bring a railing accusa�on against 
the devil); James 3:1 (teachers held to a stricter standard).
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Lesson: Don't be too proud to accept a correc�on just because of who or where it comes 
from - some�mes the most obvious warning comes from the least expected voice. Stay 
humble enough to actually hear it.

See Also: Numbers 22:21-33 (the full account of Balaam's talking donkey); 1 Corinthians 
1:27 (God using the foolish things to confound the wise).

2:17 (KJV) These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever.
(B:E Project) These people are like wells with no water in them, or clouds blown around 
by a storm - promising something they can't deliver, and heading for permanent 
darkness.

Context: Peter uses vivid natural imagery to sum up the emp�ness of the false teachers 
- appearing to offer something valuable while delivering nothing.

Meaning: A dry well is worse than no well at all - it raises hope and then disappoints. This 
is a prac�cal way to evaluate any teacher or leader: does what they promise actually 
deliver, or is it all appearance with nothing underneath?

Lesson: Judge people by what they actually provide, not by how promising they look on 
the surface - an empty well is more disappoin�ng than an honest admission of having 
nothing to give. Look past the appearance to the substance.

See Also: Jude 1:12-13 (very similar imagery of clouds without water and wandering 
stars); Proverbs 25:14 (clouds and wind without rain, a man who boasts falsely).

2:18 (KJV) For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of 
the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live 
in error. © root-to-fruit.co.uk
(B:E Project) They speak impressive-sounding but empty words, luring back into 
unrestrained indulgence those who had genuinely broken free from people living in 
error.

Context: Peter specifically highlights how these false teachers target people who had 
already made real progress, pulling them back through fla�ering, hollow rhetoric.

Meaning: The target audience ma�ers - not the untouched, but those who had "clean 
escaped," meaning genuine, hard-won progress. Relapse is presented as a real, targeted 
danger, not just a random risk, especially when fla�ering language is involved.

Lesson: The people most at risk of being pulled backwards are o�en those who've 
already made real progress and let their guard down - stay alert even a�er you've come 
a long way. Impressive-sounding words aren't the same as trustworthy ones; check the 
substance.

Context: Peter con�nues the escala�ng, blunt descrip�on of the false teachers' 
character - sexual preda�on, manipula�on, and greed named directly.

Meaning: "Beguiling unstable souls" iden�fies exactly who is most at risk - not the 
confident or grounded, but people who are vulnerable, uncertain, or seeking valida�on. 
This is a prac�cal warning to be aware of your own vulnerability to manipula�on.

Lesson: Manipulators look for people who are unsteady, not for people who are strong 
- so building your own inner steadiness is one of the best protec�ons you have against 
being used by someone with bad inten�ons. Take care of your own stability; it isn't 
selfish, it's self-defence.

See Also: Jude 1:16 (people speaking great swelling words to gain advantage); Ephesians 
4:14 (being tossed about and carried by every wind of doctrine).

2:15 (KJV) Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
(B:E Project) They've abandoned the right path and wandered off, following the 
example of Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the profit that came from doing wrong.

Context: Peter introduces his fourth Old Testament example - Balaam, a prophet-for-
hire from Numbers, whose greed compromised his integrity.

Meaning: Balaam is used as the archetype of a spiritual figure who let payment corrupt 
his message. This names a specific, recognisable failure pa�ern: talent or posi�on used 
for personal profit rather than genuine service.

Lesson: Watch what someone does when money is on the table and it conflicts with 
what's right - that's o�en the truest test of character there is. I'd rather you walked away 
poorer than compromised.

See Also: Numbers 22-24 (the full Balaam narra�ve); Jude 1:11 (Balaam men�oned 
alongside Cain and Korah as examples of corrupted leaders); Revela�on 2:14 ("the 
doctrine of Balaam").

2:16 (KJV) But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man’s voice forbad 
the madness of the prophet.
(B:E Project) But he was corrected for his wrongdoing - his own donkey spoke with a 
human voice and stopped the prophet's reckless madness.

Context: Peter recalls the strange, memorable episode from Numbers 22 in which 
Balaam's donkey miraculously speaks to warn him he's off course.

Meaning: The image is almost comic, and deliberately so - even a donkey had more 
sense than the prophet in that moment. Correc�on can come from the most 
unexpected, humble sources, and pride is what stops a person recognising it.
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See Also: Ma�hew 12:43-45 (the parable of the returning, worse spirit); Hebrews 
6:4-6 (the seriousness of falling away a�er genuine experience); Luke 11:24-26 
(parallel warning in Luke's Gospel).

2:21 (KJV) For it had been be�er for them not to have known the way of righteousness, 
than, a�er they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them.
(B:E Project) It would have been be�er for them never to have known the right way 
at all, than to know it and then turn their backs on the instruc�on they were given.

Context: Peter concludes his point from verse 20 with a stark, uncomfortable 
statement about the seriousness of deliberately abandoning known truth.
Meaning: This isn't a claim that knowledge is bad - it's about accountability 
increasing with awareness. An honest, uncomfortable truth: the more you 
genuinely know be�er, the more responsibility comes with turning away from it.
Lesson: The more you know be�er, the more it ma�ers when you choose worse - 
that's not a threat, it's just honesty about how responsibility works. Don't let that 
scare you away from learning; let it mo�vate you to actually live by what you learn.
See Also: Luke 12:47-48 ("to whom much is given, much is required"); James 4:17 
(knowing the good and not doing it is sin); John 9:41 (sight bringing greater 
responsibility than blindness).

2:22 (KJV) But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned 
to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.
(B:E Project) What's happened to them fits the old saying: "A dog returns to its own 
vomit," and "A washed pig goes back to rolling in the mud."

Context: Peter closes chapter 2 with two blunt, memorable proverbs, driving home 
the point about relapse into old, degrading pa�erns despite having been cleaned 
up.
Meaning: These are deliberately unfla�ering images - the point isn't cruelty but 
honesty about how unappealing regression actually looks from the outside, even 
when it feels comfortable or familiar to the person doing it. A vivid, memorable 
warning against underes�ma�ng the pull of old habits.
Lesson: Going back to what harmed you can feel oddly comfortable, even familiar - 
but comfort isn't the same as good for you. I'd rather give you an unfla�ering 
picture that keeps you moving forward than a so� one that lets you slide back 
unaware.
See Also: Proverbs 26:11 (the source of the dog proverb); Ma�hew 7:6 (pigs used 
similarly as an image of degrada�on).

See Also: Jude 1:16 (great swelling words); Ma�hew 12:43-45 (a warning about a 
cleaned house being reoccupied by something worse); Gala�ans 5:1 (standing firm 
in the freedom already gained).

2:19 (KJV) While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corrup�on: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.
(B:E Project) They promise freedom, while they themselves are slaves to corrup�on 
- because whatever controls a person is what actually owns them.

Context: Peter delivers one of the chapter's sharpest lines, exposing the core 
hypocrisy of these teachers: they sell libera�on while being enslaved themselves.
Meaning: The principle stated here is universal and prac�cal: whatever has power 
over you is, by defini�on, your master, regardless of what you call it. It's a genuinely 
useful test for evalua�ng any promise of "freedom" - does it actually reduce what 
controls you, or does it just rename the chain?
Lesson: True freedom isn't about doing whatever you want - it's about not being 
controlled by anything, including your own cravings. Ask honestly what actually has 
power over your choices; that's the real measure of how free you are, whatever 
anyone promises you.
See Also: John 8:34 ("whosoever commi�eth sin is the servant of sin"); Romans 6:16 
(obeying whatever you yield yourself to as a servant); Gala�ans 5:13 (freedom not 
used as an occasion for indulgence).

2:20 (KJV) For if a�er they have escaped the pollu�ons of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the la�er end is worse with them than the beginning.
(B:E Project) If someone has escaped the corrup�on of the world through genuinely 
knowing Jesus, and then gets tangled back up in it and overwhelmed again, they 
end up worse off than before they ever started.

Context: Peter warns specifically about relapse - not first-�me failure, but a return 
to old pa�erns a�er real, tasted freedom.
Meaning: This is a sobering but honest observa�on: going backwards a�er genuine 
progress can be more damaging than never having progressed at all, likely because 
of the added weight of disillusionment, hypocrisy, or the loss of hard-won ground. 
Relapse is treated seriously, not minimised.
Lesson: Slipping back into old pa�erns a�er real progress hits differently and hurts 
more - so protect the ground you've gained, and don't treat backsliding as harmless 
just because you've been there before. I'm not here to shame you if it happens, but 
I do want you to take it seriously.
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Chapter Summary: 2 Peter 3

Chapter 3 of 2 Peter serves as a powerful reminder to believers about the certainty of Jesus Christ's 
return and encourages them to live righteously in an�cipa�on of that day. Peter starts by urging 
his readers to recall the messages delivered by the ancient prophets and the instruc�ons from the 
apostles. He warns that in the final era, scoffers will appear, mocking the idea of Christ's second 
coming and claiming that everything has always remained the same since crea�on. Peter refutes 
these arguments by reminding them of God's past interven�on (the global flood) and His future 
promise to judge the current world by fire. He clarifies that God's perceived "delay" isn't slowness 
but divine pa�ence, offering everyone a chance to repent. The chapter then vividly describes the 
"Day of the Lord" as a sudden, destruc�ve event where the current heavens and earth will be 
consumed by intense fire. In light of this future, Peter exhorts believers to live holy, devoted lives, 
eagerly looking forward to God's promised new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness 
will dwell. He concludes by cau�oning them to remain firm in their faith, not swayed by error, and 
men�ons that his fellow apostle Paul also wrote on these subjects, though some of Paul's 
teachings can be challenging to understand.

3:1 (KJV) This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I s�r up your pure 
minds by way of remembrance:
(B:E Project) Dear friends, this is now the second le�er I'm wri�ng to you, and in both I'm 
trying to s�r up your honest thinking by reminding you of things you already know.

Context: Peter opens the le�er's final chapter by explicitly referencing his earlier le�er 
(1 Peter) and reaffirming his purpose - reminder, not new revela�on.
Meaning: Peter openly names his method: reminder rather than novelty. Consistent 
character isn't built on constantly hearing new informa�on but on returning to and 
reinforcing what's already true.
Lesson: Growth doesn't always need something new - some�mes it just needs you to be 
reminded, again, of what you already know but haven't been living out. Don't dismiss a 
reminder as unnecessary just because it isn't new informa�on.
See Also: 1 Peter 1:1 (Peter's first le�er, referenced here); 2 Peter 1:12-13 (Peter's earlier 
statement of this same reminding purpose).

3:2 (KJV) That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:
(B:E Project) So that you'll keep in mind what was said long ago by the prophets, and the 
instruc�on given by us, the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.

Context: Peter states the specific content of what he wants remembered - both the 
older prophe�c tradi�on and the more recent apostolic teaching, trea�ng them as a 
unified body of trustworthy guidance.

     CHAPTER 3
Meaning: Peter links old and new teaching together as one con�nuous, reliable thread 
rather than trea�ng them as separate authori�es in compe��on. Wisdom accumulates 
over �me rather than each genera�on discarding what came before.
Lesson: Don't throw out older wisdom just because it's old, and don't dismiss newer 
understanding just because it's recent - real truth builds con�nuously, genera�on on 
genera�on. Hold both together rather than picking one against the other.
See Also: Ephesians 2:20 (built on the founda�on of apostles and prophets); Jude 1:17 
(remembering words spoken before by the apostles).

3:3 (KJV) Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking a�er their 
own lusts,
(B:E Project) Understand this above all: mockers will come in the last days, living 
according to their own desires.

Context: Peter transi�ons to the chapter's main subject - people who will openly mock 
the idea of Christ's return, driven not by honest doubt but by self-interest.
Meaning: Peter links mockery directly to lifestyle - "walking a�er their own lusts" 
suggests the scep�cism isn't purely intellectual but mo�vated by a desire to avoid 
accountability. Worth asking, of any confident dismissal, what the person doing the 
dismissing actually stands to gain from it.
Lesson: When someone mocks the idea of ever being answerable for how they live, ask 
what they'd rather not have to change about themselves - scep�cism is some�mes just 
self-interest in disguise. I'm not asking you to distrust honest doubt, only to no�ce when 
"doubt" conveniently excuses bad behaviour.
See Also: Jude 1:18 (an almost iden�cal warning about scoffers in the last �me); 1 
Timothy 4:1-2 (people depar�ng from truth in later �mes).

3:4 (KJV) And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things con�nue as they were from the beginning of the crea�on.
(B:E Project) They'll say, "Where is this promised coming? Ever since our ancestors died, 
everything has carried on exactly as it always has, since the world began."

Context: Peter quotes the scoffers' actual argument - poin�ng to the apparent 
unchanging con�nuity of the world as evidence that promised divine interven�on will 
never happen.
Meaning: This is a genuinely reasonable-sounding argument, which is why Peter takes it 
seriously enough to answer directly in the verses that follow rather than dismissing it 
outright. It shows the le�er engaging honestly with a real objec�on, not a strawman.
Lesson: Just because something hasn't happened yet doesn't mean it never will - the 
absence of change so far isn't proof against change to come. Don't mistake "not yet" for 
"never"; pa�ence isn't the same as disproof.
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See Also: Psalm 90:4 (the same thousand-years idea Peter will invoke in v8); Ecclesiastes 
1:9 ("there is no new thing under the sun" - a similar scep�cal observa�on).

3:5 (KJV) For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of 
old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
(B:E Project) They deliberately overlook the fact that long ago, by God's word, the 
heavens existed, and the earth was formed out of water and by water.

Context: Peter begins his direct rebu�al, poin�ng out that the scoffers' claim of total, 
unbroken con�nuity ignores the historical fact of the world's drama�c crea�on and 
reshaping.
Meaning: "Willingly ignorant" is a pointed phrase - Peter isn't accusing them of lacking 
informa�on, but of choosing not to engage with evidence that's inconvenient to their 
posi�on. A cau�on against selec�ve memory used to support a comfortable conclusion.
Lesson: Be honest with yourself about the evidence you're conveniently forge�ng 
when it doesn't suit the story you want to believe. Real convic�on can survive an honest 
look at everything, not just the parts that confirm what you already think.
See Also: Genesis 1:1-9 (the crea�on account, including the separa�on of waters); Psalm 
33:6 (the heavens made by the word of the Lord).

3:6 (KJV) Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: © root-
to-fruit.co.uk
(B:E Project) And by that same water, the world of that �me was flooded and destroyed.

Context: Peter con�nues his rebu�al, using the flood as concrete historical proof that 
the world has already undergone one drama�c, world-ending transforma�on - directly 
contradic�ng the "nothing ever changes" claim.
Meaning: This directly answers verse 4's argument: things have not, in fact, always 
con�nued exactly the same - catastrophic change has already happened once. A 
reminder that stability can be temporary and shouldn't be mistaken for permanence.
Lesson: Don't assume that because things have been stable for a while, they always will 
be - real change has happened before, and it can happen again. Stay grounded, but don't 
let comfort convince you nothing will ever shi�.
See Also: Genesis 7:17-24 (the flood narra�ve itself); 2 Peter 2:5 (Peter's earlier 
reference to the same flood).

3:7 (KJV) But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdi�on of ungodly men.
(B:E Project) But the present heavens and earth are being kept, by that same word, 
reserved for fire on the day of judgement and the destruc�on of those who reject what's 
right.

Context: Peter draws the parallel forward: just as water once transformed the world, 
fire is what awaits it next, on a coming day of accountability.
Meaning: The consistent theme is that the same divine word that created and once 
judged the world by water is s�ll ac�ve, now holding it in reserve for a different kind of 
reckoning. It frames the present moment as meaningful and consequen�al, not 
indefinite or exempt from accountability.
Lesson: The world you're living in now isn't the final, unchangeable state of things - what 
you do with your �me here s�ll ma�ers, because it's heading somewhere. Live like 
today counts, because it does.
See Also: Malachi 4:1 (the day that shall burn as an oven); 2 Peter 3:10 (the fuller 
descrip�on of this fire later in the chapter); Genesis 6-9 (the flood as the prior parallel 
judgement).

3:8 (KJV) But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
(B:E Project) But friends, don't overlook this one thing: to the Lord, a single day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years like a single day.

Context: This is the chapter's central answer to the "delay" objec�on - reframing what 
looks like slowness by poin�ng out that �me itself is experienced differently from an 
eternal perspec�ve.
Meaning: Peter isn't giving a literal conversion formula but making a point about 
perspec�ve: what feels like an unbearably long wait to a limited human life may not 
represent delay at all from an unlimited viewpoint. It reframes impa�ence as a ma�er of 
perspec�ve, not proof of broken promises.
Lesson: What feels like forever to you might just be a normal, unhurried pace from a 
bigger perspec�ve than you can see - impa�ence o�en comes from a narrow view of 
�me, not from anything actually being wrong. Trust the process even when the �meline 
feels too slow for comfort.
See Also: Psalm 90:4 (the source of this exact comparison - a thousand years as a day); 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (a �me for everything, in its own season).

3:9 (KJV) The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.
(B:E Project) The Lord isn't being slow to keep his promise, even though some people 
see it that way - he's being pa�ent with everyone, not wan�ng anyone to be lost, but 
wan�ng everyone to have the chance to turn their life around.

Context: This is arguably the chapter's most important verse - Peter directly names the 
true reason for the apparent delay: pa�ence, not indifference or broken promise.
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Meaning: What looks like inac�on is reframed as deliberate mercy - more �me means 
more opportunity for people to change course. A genuinely comfor�ng idea: any 
perceived "delay" in facing consequences is, at its core, generosity, not neglect.
Lesson: I'm not slow because I've forgo�en or don't care - I'm pa�ent because I want 
everyone to have every real chance to turn things around before it's too late. Take that 
pa�ence as an invita�on, not permission to keep pu�ng things off forever.
See Also: Ezekiel 33:11 (God taking no pleasure in the death of the wicked); Romans 2:4 
(God's pa�ence meant to lead to repentance); 1 Timothy 2:4 (God willing all to be 
saved).

3:10 (KJV) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens 
shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. © root-to-fruit.co.uk
(B:E Project) But the day of the Lord will arrive unexpectedly, like a thief in the night - the 
heavens will disappear with a roar, everything will melt in intense heat, and the earth 
and everything on it will be burned up.

Context: Peter balances the pa�ence described in v9 with an equally clear statement: 
the delay is not indefinite, and the eventual event will be sudden and drama�c, not 
gradual or predictable.
Meaning: "As a thief in the night" stresses unpredictability - the point isn't to give a 
�metable but to counter complacency, insis�ng that pa�ence should not be mistaken 
for permanence. It keeps both mercy and seriousness in view together.
Lesson: Don't mistake pa�ence for a guarantee that you'll always have more �me - live 
today as though it genuinely ma�ers, because you don't get advance warning for the 
moments that count most. That urgency isn't meant to scare you; it's meant to focus 
you.
See Also: Ma�hew 24:42-44 (Jesus's own "thief in the night" warning); 1 Thessalonians 
5:2 (Paul using the iden�cal image); Revela�on 16:15 ("I come as a thief").

3:11 (KJV) Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought 
ye to be in all holy conversa�on and godliness,
(B:E Project) Given that all these things will eventually be undone, what kind of people 
should you be, living lives marked by integrity and genuine devo�on to what's good?

Context: Peter shi�s from predic�on to applica�on - the point of describing coming 
change isn't specula�on but a direct challenge about how to live right now.
Meaning: This is a rhetorical ques�on meant to provoke self-examina�on: knowing that 
everything material is temporary should shape present-day choices and priori�es. It 
grounds even cosmic-scale teaching in ordinary, everyday behaviour.

Lesson: Knowing that nothing material lasts forever should change how you spend your 
�me now - not with anxiety, but with clearer priori�es about what actually ma�ers. Let 
the bigger picture simplify your choices, not complicate them.
See Also: Ma�hew 6:19-21 (treasures that don't last versus treasures that do); 1 John 
2:17 ("the world passeth away... but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever").

3:12 (KJV) Looking for and has�ng unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
(B:E Project) Looking forward to and ac�vely an�cipa�ng the coming day of God, when 
the heavens will be consumed by fire and everything will melt in intense heat.

Context: Peter con�nues his rhetorical ques�on from verse 11, describing believers as 
people who ac�vely look forward to this coming day rather than dreading or ignoring it.
Meaning: "Has�ng unto" suggests eager an�cipa�on rather than passive resigna�on or 
fear. This reframes a drama�c, unse�ling event as something to be welcomed - 
sugges�ng genuine hope rather than mere endurance.
Lesson: You don't have to fear what's coming if you're already living in a way that 
welcomes it - an�cipa�on replaces dread once you've got nothing you're desperately 
trying to hold onto. Live light-handed with what's temporary, and the future stops 
feeling like a threat.
See Also: Titus 2:13 (looking for "that blessed hope"); Revela�on 22:20 ("even so, come, 
Lord Jesus").

3:13 (KJV) Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.
(B:E Project) But we, trus�ng his promise, are looking forward to new heavens and a 
new earth - a place where what's right and good truly lives.

Context: Peter balances the destruc�ve imagery of the preceding verses with a posi�ve, 
hopeful vision of renewal - the point of the ending isn't loss but restora�on.
Meaning: The destruc�on described earlier isn't the final word - it's followed by genuine 
renewal, a place defined by "righteousness" actually dwelling, not just being tolerated. 
It frames the en�re trajectory as fundamentally hopeful, not merely destruc�ve.
Lesson: Whatever falls apart in life isn't necessarily the end of the story - some�mes it 
clears the way for something genuinely be�er to be built in its place. Hold onto hope for 
renewal, even when what's happening in front of you looks like loss.
See Also: Isaiah 65:17 (the original prophecy of new heavens and a new earth); 
Revela�on 21:1 (John's vision of the same renewal).

3:14 (KJV) Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. © root-to-fruit.co.uk
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(B:E Project) So, friends, since you're looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found living at peace, without moral stain, and blameless.

Context: Peter applies the hope of renewal (v13) into a prac�cal exhorta�on - genuine 
an�cipa�on should translate into a deliberately clean, peaceful, integrity-driven life now.
Meaning: Hope for the future isn't meant to produce passivity but effort - "be diligent" 
�es directly back to the growth-list of chapter 1. Belief about the future is meant to 
shape ac�on in the present.
Lesson: Hope for something be�er isn't an excuse to coast now - it's a reason to put in 
the effort to live at peace and with integrity today. What you're wai�ng for and how you 
live while wai�ng are meant to match.
See Also: 2 Peter 1:5-10 (the earlier call to diligence and growth); Philippians 2:15 
("blameless and harmless... without rebuke").

3:15 (KJV) And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salva�on; even as our beloved 
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath wri�en unto you;
(B:E Project) And understand that the Lord's pa�ence is actually giving people the 
chance to be saved - just as our dear brother Paul, with the wisdom he was given, has 
also wri�en to you about this.

Context: Peter reaffirms the point of verse 9 (God's pa�ence as mercy, not delay) and 
explicitly credits Paul as a fellow, trusted authority who has taught the same truths.
Meaning: Peter's warm, respec�ul reference to Paul as "our beloved brother" shows 
mutual recogni�on between two major early Chris�an leaders, despite any past 
disagreements between them. It models generous, collabora�ve respect rather than 
rivalry between people teaching the same core truth from different angles.
Lesson: Even people who've disagreed before can s�ll recognise real wisdom in each 
other and speak well of one another - generosity toward those working toward the 
same good is worth more than protec�ng your own turf. I want you building each other 
up, not compe�ng over whose voice ma�ers more.
See Also: Romans 2:4 (Paul's own wri�ng on God's pa�ence leading to repentance); 
Gala�ans 2:11-14 (an earlier recorded disagreement between Peter and Paul, showing 
this later warmth is genuine reconcilia�on).

3:16 (KJV) As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things 
hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do 
also the other scriptures, unto their own destruc�on.
(B:E Project) This is true in all his le�ers, where he talks about these same things - some 
parts are hard to understand, and untrained, unstable people twist them, just as they do 
with the rest of scripture, to their own harm.

Context: Peter closes his reference to Paul with a candid, honest acknowledgement that 
even Paul's inspired wri�ng contains genuinely difficult passages, vulnerable to misuse 
by careless or unstable readers.
Meaning: This is a remarkably honest admission from within scripture itself - not 
everything is simple, and difficulty is not a flaw to hide but a reality to handle carefully. It 
validates a reader's own experience of finding parts of the Bible genuinely hard, rather 
than pretending everything is obvious.
Lesson: It's fine to find some things genuinely hard to understand - the danger isn't in 
struggling with difficult ideas, it's in twis�ng them carelessly to suit yourself instead of 
doing the pa�ent work of understanding. Stay humble in front of what you don't yet 
grasp.
See Also: 1 Corinthians 2:13-14 (spiritual things needing spiritual discernment); 2 
Timothy 2:15 (rightly dividing the word of truth); Gala�ans 2:11-14 (an example of a 
genuinely complex, debated issue in Paul's own le�ers).

3:17 (KJV) Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, 
being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
(B:E Project) So, friends, since you already know all this in advance, be careful that you 
aren't carried away by the mistaken thinking of the wicked and lose your own firm 
foo�ng.

Context: Peter delivers his final, direct warning of the le�er, drawing together 
everything said about false teachers and coming judgement into one closing cau�on.
Meaning: "Forewarned" is treated as genuinely useful - Peter's whole le�er has been 
building the reader's awareness precisely so they can recognise and resist manipula�on 
when it appears. It turns the whole le�er's content into prac�cal, applicable protec�on, 
not just informa�on.
Lesson: Now that you know what to watch for, use that awareness to stay steady rather 
than ge�ng swept along by confident-sounding people who don't actually have your 
good in mind. Forewarned really is forearmed - let what you've learned here actually 
protect you.
See Also: Ephesians 4:14 (not being tossed by every wind of doctrine); 1 Corinthians 
10:12 ("let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall").

3:18 (KJV) But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To 
him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
(B:E Project) Instead, keep growing in grace and in your understanding of Jesus. All glory 
belongs to him, now and always. Amen.

Context: This is the final verse of the le�er and the whole book - Peter's closing charge, 
deliberately echoing the le�er's opening emphasis on knowledge (1:2-3) to bring the 
whole message full circle.
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Meaning: The le�er ends not with fear but with a posi�ve, ongoing invita�on: growth 
never really finishes, and it's paired with genuine grace rather than pressure or 
perfec�onism. The perfect capstone to the whole book - a�er all the warnings, the final 
word is an encouraging call to keep moving forward.

Lesson: Keep growing - not out of fear of falling short, but because there's always more 
good, more understanding, more grace available to you than you've yet taken hold of. 
That growth never has to stop, and neither does my welcome of you while you're doing 
it.

See Also: 2 Peter 1:2-3 (the le�er's opening emphasis on knowledge and grace, 
mirrored here at the close); 1 Peter 5:10 (a similar closing benedic�on in Peter's first 
le�er); Ephesians 4:15 ("grow up into him in all things").
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